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OFFICE  OF  StrPEItlNTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION, 
Madison,  December  10,  1866. 
To  JBU  JBxetUmcyj  Lvonis  Fairchild, 

Ocvemor  of  Witconsin : 
Snt:  I  haye  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Report  from 
^  this  Department.  I  am  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

JNO.  G.  McMYNN, 
%  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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REPORT. 

To  the  Legislature : 

GsNTLBMEN  :  In  conformity  with  section  67  of  the  laws  relating  to  com- 
mon schools,  I  have  the  honor  to  suhmit  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Report 
of  the  Department  of  Puhlio  Instruction. 

The  following  statement,  compiled  from  the  official  reports  for  the  past 
two  years,  exhibits  the  more  important  facts  relating  to  the  Public  Schools 
of  the  state,  and  shows  at  a  glance  the  progress  made  during  the  year, 
ending  August  31,  1866  : 

Whole  number  of  school   districts  in  1866, 8 ,848 

do  do  do  1865, 8,806 

Increase  in  1866, * 42 

Whole  Aiimber  of  districts  reported  in  1866, 8 ,647 

do  do  do  1865,. 8,685 

Decrease  in  1866, *    88 

Number  of  parts  of  districts  in  1866, 1, 740 

do  do  do  1865, 1,788 

Increase  in  1866,. 2 

Number  of  parts  of  districts  reported  in  1866, 1 ,656 

do  do  do  1865, 1,678 

Decrease  in  1866, 22 

Whole  number  of  children  oyer  4  and  under  20  years  of  age  in  1866, 852,004 

do  do  do  do  1865, 889,024 

Increase  in  1866, ; 12,980 

Whole  number  attending  school  in  1866,. .  * 284,266 

do  do  do  ,         1885, ^^j..^.  .228,067 

Digitized  by  VjOOS , 

Increase  in  1866, 11,198 


4 

Total  number  of  days  attendance  in  1866, 15,687,529 

do  do  do  1865, 14,681,167 

Increase  in  1866, 956,862 

Per  centum  of  number  registered  drawing  public  money  in  1866, .  s 666 

do  do  do  do  do  1865, 658 

Increase  in  1866, : . .    .007 

Whole  number  of  schools  reported  in  1866, 4 ,612 

do  do  do  1866, • 4,679 

Increase  in  1866, 88 

Ayerage  number  of  days  schools  were  taught  in  1866, 128 

do  do  do  do  1865, 184^ 

Decrease  in  1866, 6^ 

Per  centum  of  average  number  attending  of  whole  number  registered  in  1866,     .521 
do  do  do  do  do      1865,     .490 

Increase  in  1866, .081 

Per  centum  of  average  number  attending  of  whole  number  drawing  public 
money  in  1866, 846 

Per  centum  of  average  number  attending  of  whole  number  drawing  public 
money  in  1865, 828 

Increase  in  1866, .023 

Average  cost  of  tuition  per  day,  including  all  expenses,  in  1866, 7.6cts. 

do  do  do  do  1865, 7.2  cts. 

Increase  in  1866, 0.4  cts. 

Average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  (of  22  days)  in  1866, $1 ,672 

do  do  do  1866, , 1,684 

Increase  in  1866, g088 

Average  cost  for  each  scholar  registered  in  1866, $6  08 

do  do  do  do      1865, 4  78 

Increase  in  1866, 86 

Average  amount  expended  for  each  person  over  4  and  under  20  years  of  age 
in  1866, $8  88 

Average  amount  expended  for  each  person  over  4  and  under  20  years  of  age 
in  1866, 8  11 

Increase  in  1866, 27 

Whole  number  of  teachers  in  1866 7, 879 

do  do  1865, , .^ 7,682 
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Whole  number  of  certificates  granted  in  1866,, 6 ,114 

do  do  do  1865, 7,082 

Decrease  in  1866, 968 

Number  of  certificates  granted  to  male  teachers  in  1866, 1 ,308 

do  do  do  1865, 2,090 

Decrease  in  1866, 782 

Numbep  of  certificates  granted  to  female  teachers  in  1866, 4,806 

do  do  do  1865, 4,992 

Decrease  in  1866, 186 

Average  wages  of  male  teachers  in  1866, '. |88. 63 

do  do        do  1865, 86.45 

Increase  in  1866, $2.18 

Average  wages  of  female  teachers  in  1866, $24 .05 

do  do  do  1865, 22.24 

Increase  in  1866, $1.81 

Taxes  levied  for  teachers'  wages  in  1866, 1667,868.96 

do  do  do  1866,/. 338,627.76 

Increase  in  1866, $118 ,  741 .20 

Taxes  levied  for  building  and  repairing  in  1866, ,.  .$216,676.82 

do  do  do  1866, 90,649.84 

Increase  in  1866, $126, 026. 98 

Taxes  levied  for  libraries  and  apparatus  in  1866, $6 ,  778 .  11 

do  do  do  1866,f 5,100.19 

Increase  in  1866, $1,67792 

Paid  on  old  indebtedness  in  1866, $77,068  27 

do  do  1866, 30,146  82 

Increase  in  1866, $46,916  96 

Taxes  levied  by  town  meetings  in  1866, $86,801.60 

do  do  1885,,, 61,804.04 

Increase  in  1866, ♦  $24,497.46 

Taxes  levied  by  boards  of  supervisors  in  1866, $131, 786 .71 

do  do  do  1866, 308,776.44 

Increase  in  1866, $27,961.27 

Amount  apportioned  from  income  of  School  Fund  in  1866 $162,660.80 

do  do  do  do  1866, ^..     161,816.84 

^.gitized  by  V^ji_  «j  ■  ■■  —■ 
Increase  in  1 866, ^     $744.46 


Money  on  hand  August  81,  1866, |233, 668 .80 

do  do  do         1865, 179,342.96 

Increase  August  31,  1866, |54,225.84 

Expended  for  building  and  repairing  in  1866, 11*74,903.97 

do  do  do  1865,. 86,420.06 

Increase  in  1866, $88,483.92 

Expended  ibr  libraries  and  apparatus  in  1866, $4,690.97 

do  do  do  1865, 6,637.69 

Decrease  in  1866, $2,046.62 

Expended  for  salaries  of  male  teachers  in  1866, $229, 952.23 

do  do  do  1865, 189,614.89 

Increase  in  1866, $40,387.84 


Expended  for  salaries  of  female  teachers  in  1866, $416,941.85 

do  do  do  1865, 47l,257.;i0 


Decrease  in  1866, $54,315.65 


Expended  for  school  furniture,  records,  etc.  in  1866, $12,066.31 

do  do  do.  \        1865, 9,915.96 


Increase  in  1866, , , . . .     $2 ,  150 .  85 


Whole  amount  expended  for  support  of  public  schools  in  1866, $1 ,075 ,672. 95 

do  do  do  do  in  1865, 913,222.85 


Increase  in  1866, $162 ,860. 10 

SCHiJOL  DISTRICTS. 

While  the  number  of  districts  in  the  state  is  42  more  than  in  1865,  the 
number  reported  is  88  less.  The  consolidation  of  districts  offsets  the 
number  of  new  districts  formed ;  hence  the  number  organized  during  the 
year  is  probably  larger  than  is  indicated  by  the  reports. 

The  town  boards  of  supervisors  very  generally  seek  to  unite  districts 
whenever  practicable,  and  thus  to  promote  efficiency  and  economy  in  the 
management  of  school  affairs.  There  are,  however,  instances  in  which  the 
ability  to  employ  a  good  teacher  and  to  support  a  good  school  is  sacrificed 
to  the  supposed  advantage  of  residing  near  the  school  house. 

In  many  of  our  villages  and  thickly  settled  towns  a  union  of  districts 
that  would  render  it  possible  to  grade  the  schools,  would  be  advantageous. 
With  primary  schools  conveniently  located,  and  a  central  school  of  higher 
grade  established,  the  benefits  of  the  graded  system  may  be  made  availa- 


ble.  Until  the  adoption  of  the  **  Township  system  of  school  organiza- 
tion/' special  legislation  must  be  sought  by  those  localities  desirous  of  se- 
curing the  benefits  resulting  »from  the  method  of  managing  schools  that 
has  been  found  so  effective  in  our  cities  and  larger  yillages. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The  following  table  shows,  (1),  the  total  number  of  children  in  the 
state  over  four  and  under  twenty  years  of  age ;  (2),  the  total  number 
haying  attended  the  public  schools  some  portion  of  the  year ;  (3),  the 
per  cent,  of  attendance  as  compared  with  the  whole  number  of  school  age: 
and,  (4),  the  average  number  of  days  schools  have  been  taught  for  each 
year  since  the  present  school  system  went  into  operation : 
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If  to  the  number  registered  as  attending  the  public  schools,  we  add 
those  reported  as  in  attendance  at  the  other  schools  in  the  state,  we  have 
at  least  247, 500,  which  is  about  70  pei^  cent,  of  the  whole  number  over  4 
and  under  20  years  of  age. 

The  number  of  children  less  than  4* years  of  age,  who  have  attended  the 
public  schools  some  portion  of  the  past  year,  is  2,176  or  9      more  than 
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were  reported  last  year.  This  fact  is  creditable  to  neither  the  judgment 
of  school  officers,  nor  the  humanity  of  those  parents  who  permit  their 
children  to  attend  school  at  so  early  an  age.  ^  The  restraint  and  routine  of 
the  school  room  are  not  adapted  to  the  growth  of  either  the  body  or  mind 
of  a  child  less  than  six  years  of  age.  Listlessness,  apathy  and  disgust 
are  the  certain  consequences  of  the  parental  folly  that  denies  to  a  child  the 
freedom  of  movement  required  by  his  body,  and  the  variety  of  objects  de- 
manded  by  his  mind.  That  provision  of  our  State  constitution  which 
precludes  us  from  excluding  from  the  public  schools  children  under  six 
years  of  age,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  most  teachers  and  school  officers,  unwise 
and  unfortunate. 

The  number  over  20  years  of  age,  attending  the  public  schools  is  1818, 
or  295  more  than  last  year.  The  subject  of  evening  schools  is  attracting 
attention,  and  deserves  the  consideration  of  Boards  of  Education  in  our 
cities.  There  are  many  persons  so  situated  in  our  large  towns,  as  to  be 
unable  to  attend  school  during  the  day,  who  would  gladly  avail  themselves 
of  evening  schools  to  learn  reading,  writing  and  book-keeping,  were  in- 
struction provided  in  these  important  branches.  To  render  these  schools 
useful,  and  to  make  them  successful,  they  should  be  placed  in  charge  of  the 
best  teachers,  and  they  should  be  free. 

By  the  amendment  of  section  19,  of  chapter  155  of  the  General  Laws 
of  1863,  five  months  school  is  made  necessary  to  .entitle  a  district  to  share 
hereafter  in  the  apportionment  of  the  income  of  the  school  fund.  The 
wisdom  of  this  provision  is  generally  conceded. 
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In  the  following  statement  are  given,  (1),  the  censas  of  1865  by  coun- 
ties ;  (2),  the  number  of  children  reported  over  four  and  under  twenty 
years  of  age  ;  (3),  the  whole  number  reported  as  attending  school,  and 
(4),  the  number  for  each  hundred  of  school  age,  who  have  been  registered 
as  attending  the  public  schools  some  part  of  the  past  school  year. 


COUNTIES. 


SP 
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Adams, 

Ashland, .... 

Bajfield, 

Brown, , 

Buffalo, 

Burnett, .  . . 
Calumet,. . . ., 
Chippewa, . . . 

Clark, 

Columbia, . . . 
Crawford, . . . 

Pane, 

Dodge, 

Door,. ..". 

Douglas, 

Dunn, 

£au  Claire,. . 
Fond  du  Lac, 

Grant, 

Green, 

Green  lAke, . 

Iowa, 

Jackson, .... 
Jefferson,... . 

Juneau, 

Kewaunee, . . 
Kenosha,. . . . 
La  Crosse,. . . 
La  Fayette,.. 
Manitowoc, . . 
Marathon, . . . 
Marquette,. . . 
Milwaukee,. . 
Monroe,. . . . . 

Oconto, 

Outagamie, . . 
Ozaukee, . . . . 
P«pln, ...... 

Pierce, 

Polk, 


5,698 

266 

269 

15,282 

6,776 

171 

8,638 

8,278 

1,011 

26,112 

11,011 

60,192 

46,841 

8,088 

5S2 

6,170 

6,281 

42^029 

88,618 

20,646 

12,596 

20,667  , 

5,681 

80,597 

10,018 

7,089 

12,676 

14,884 

20,358 

26,762 

8,678 

7,827 

72,320 

11,652 

4,858 

11,842 

14,882 

8,002 

6,824 

1,677 


2,187 

187 

148 

6,725 

2,445 

77 

8,749 

1,420 

494 

10,340 
4,307 

20,283 

16,961 

1,162 

193 

2,041 

1,944 

17,672 

18,884 
8,819 
4,781 
9,071 
1,915 

14,874 
4,180 
8,014 
8,547 
5,400 
8,714 

11,708 
1,288 
2,945 

27,201 
4,829 
1,718 
5,829 
6,850 
1,889 
2,410 
680 


1,911 

800 

52 

8,661 

2,098 

41 

2,654 

880 

278 

8,442 

2,986 

18,878 

11,866 

702 

185 

1,482 

1,605 

12,140 

10,026 

7,041 

8,706 

6,769 

1,509 

7,456 

8,819 

1,296 

2,588 

8,499 

6,212 

6,821 

950 

2,192 

11,584 

8,788 

1,065 

3,738 

8,610 

1,077 

2,042 

604 


87 
.61 
87 
53 
81 
53 
71 
62 
56 
81 
68 
68 
67 
60 
96 
78 
83 
69 
72 
85 
77 
75 
78 
52 
79 
48 
78 
65 
71 
58 
74 
74 
48 
78 
62 
70 
58 
71 
85 
96 
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STATEMENT  OF  CEKSCTS,  Ac— oootiaaed. 


^1 

o  o  * 


COUNTIES. 


Portage, . . . . 

Racine, 

Richland,. . . . 

Rock 

St.  Croix,... 

Sauk, 

Shawano,.  . . 
Sheboygan, . . 
Trempealeau, 

Vernon, 

Walworth,... 
Washington,. 
Waukesha, . . 
Waupaca, . . . 
Waushara,. . . 
Winnebago,.. 
Wood, 


8,145 
22,886 
12,186 
36,033 

7,266 
20,154 

1,869. 
27,671 

5,199 
13,644 
25,778 
24,019 
27,029 
11,208 

9,002 
29,767 

2,965 


868,987 
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8,297 
8,700 
6,824 

13,862 

8,228 

8,336 

470 

11,961 
2,197 
6,798 
9,646 

10,361 

10,698 
4,762 
3,968 

12,680 
1,086 


362,004 


A  ^   tl 
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6  «  S 


2,604 
6,666 
4,825 
8,373 
2,511 
6,318 

286 
7,617 
1,466 
4,058 
7,380 
6,443 
7,866 
3,636 
3,026 
7,824 

870 


234,266 


79 
66 
74 
64 
78 
76 
61 
68 
67 
70 
76 
68 
74 
76 
76 
62 
80 
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It  is  obvious  that  the  returns  from  Ashland  eounty  are  incorrect,  or 
that  a  large  number  oomparatively,  not  residing  in  the  county,  hav  e  at- 
tended the  public  schools. 

The  counties  showing  an  attendance  of  less  than  50  per  cent,  are  Ke- 
waunee, a^d  Milwaukee  ;  and  those  showing  an  attendance  of  more  than 
75  per  cent,  are  Adams,  Ashland,*  Buffalo,  Columbia,  Douglas,  Eau 
Olaire,  G-reen,  G-reen  Lake,  Jackson,  Juneau,  Monroe,  Pierce,  Polk,  Por- 
tage, St.  Croix,  Sauk,  Walworth,  Waupaca,  Waushara  and  Wood. 

The  number  attending  private  schools,  incorporated  Academies,  Colleges 

and  Universities,  and  the  number  receiving  instruction  in  the  various  be 

nevolent  institutions  in  the  state,  are  nearly  as  follows  : 

Number  reported  attending  private  schools, 9 ,  969 

"           "               "             Academies, 1,646 

"    estimated  as  attending  Colleges  and  Universities, 1 ,  200 

**    in  the  State  Reform  School, 209 

"     in  the  Soldiers*  Orphans*  Home, 244 

*'     in  Institute  for  the   Education   of  the  Blind, 54 

"    in  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 104 

**    in  Orphans  Asylum  in  Milwaukee, 150 

Totah. ^3i*i?9d.by.G00p,666 
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If  this  number  bo  added  to  the  nnmber  reported  as  attendiog  the  pub- 
lic schools,  we  hayft  247,880,  with  a  considerable  nnmber  unreported,  who 
attend  denominational  and  other  private  schools.  The  whole  nnmber  who 
baye  receiTed  instruction  in  the  schools  of  the  State  during  the  past  year, 
may  be  estimated  at  250,000.  If  from  the  number  drawing  public  money 
we  deduct  20  per  cent,  for  those  too  young  to  attend  school,  or  having 
some  good  reason  for  their  absence,  we  find  281,604  who  ought  to  have 
attended  school.  It  thus  appears  that  there  are  over  81,000  children  in 
the  State  whose  education  is  entirely  neglected. 

If  in  connection  with  the  non-attendance,  we  \)onsider  the  irregular  at- 
tendance, we  discover  a  state  of  things  that  no  good  citizen  can  contemplate 
without  deep  concern.  The  regular  attendance  of  the  whole  nnmber  regis^ 
tered  in  the  public  schools  during  18  £6,  for  the  average  time  the  schools 
were  in  session,  would  give  us  29,915,920  days  atteadance,  but  the  num- 
ber reported  is  15,637,529  days,  showing  that  for  the  128  days,  or  average 
time  the  schools  were  open,  therd  were  in  attendance,  one  day  with  another, 
only  52  out  of  each  hundred  registered.  District  boards  and  other  school 
officers  may,  by  the  adoption  of  suitable  rules  and  regulations  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  schools  under  their  charge,  do  much  to  prevent  irregulari- 
ty; and  county  superintendents  may,  by  requiring  teachers  to  make 
monthly  reports,  and  by  creating  a  proper  public  opinion,  succeed  in  secusr 
ing  a  better  attendance  than  the  present  year  shows ;  still,  the  terrible 
fact  that  one  half  of  the  children  registered  during  the  year  are  daily  ah- 
sent  J  and  that  there  are  at  least  80,000  children  in  the  State  growing  up 
in  ignorance  admonishes  us  that  some  power  more  potent  than  any  yet 
used  must  be  called  into  requisition  before  the  evil  can  bo  removed. 

It  is  for  the  Legislature  to  consider  whether  our  laws  can  be  so  modified 
as  to  afford  a  remedy  for  the  great  wrong  society  suffers  from  this  evil. 
Property  pays  taxes  to  b.uild  school  houses,  to  employ  teachers  and  to  ed- 
ucate all.  The  reason  is  that  odudbtion  protects  property  by  preventing 
crime,  but  we  waste  the  taze^hat  are  paid  to  educate  the  youth  of  the 
State,  an^  then  impose  another  tax  to  punish  crimes  that  proper  culture 
would  prevent.  The  direct  results  of  irregular  attendance  are  scarcely 
more  deplorable  than  the  indirect.  It  weakens  our  whole  school  system. 
It  prevents  those  attending  regularly  from  making  progress  in  their  stud- 
ies, and  it  is  the  never  failing  source  of  disorder  in  schools  and  of  diicord 
in  neighborhoods. 


Digitized  by 


Goo^k 


12 


TEACHERS. 

Of  the  6,114  certificates  granted  during  the  past  year,  65  were /{r^^ 
grade,  151  second  grade,  and  5,898  third  grade.  The  number  of  first 
grade  certificates  is  6  more  than  last  year. 

The  teachers  in  most  of  our  city  schools  are  examined  by  city  superin- 
tendents, and  no  report  of  the  grade  of  certificates  granted  is  made  to  this 
office. 

The  names  of  those  who,  during  the  year  ending  August  31,  1^6,  re- 
ceived the  highest  or  first  grade  certificate,  on  examination  in  Orthoepy, 
Orthography,  Reading,  Penmanship,  Intellectual  and  Written  Arithmetic, 
Grammar,  Oeography,  Physiology,  Physical  Geography,  Algebra,  History 
of  the  United  States,  Natural  Philosophy,  Geometry,  and  Theory  and  Art 
of  Teaching,  are  as  foUows  : 


Names. 


John  Shevlin, 

E.  J.   Wilcox, 

E.  F.  Bingham, 

Keziah  0.  Wright,.... 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Bingham, . . 
Walter  De  La  Matyr, . . 

W.  L.  R.  Haven, 

Mrs.  E.  K.  Hooker, 

Edwin  Marsh, 

Ghas.  L.  Morris, 

G.  B.  Goldsmith, 

H.  A.  Wentz, 

Martha  Kidder, 

Elizabeth  Denison,. . . . 
Emelie  M.  Gleason, . . . . 

Annett  Wilson 

P.  H.  Philbrick,.;.... 

Conrad  Matter, 

H.  W.  Lander, 

H.  C.  Wood, 

J.  R.  Adrian, 

Lucius  0.  Lee, 

William  Abern, 

Jas.  H.  Trowbridge,. . . 

Peter  Conlan, 

J.  B.  Fairchild, 

D.  J.  Higgins, 

Dora  Morrison, 

Laura  V.  Alban, 

John  Megran, , 

Sarah  Megran, ........ 

Le  tty  Megran, 


Counties. 


Names. 


Brown  county. 

...do 

Columbia 

....do 

....do 

Dane 

..do 

..do 

Dodge 

..do 

..do 

Dunn 

Eau  Claire, 

...d6 

Fond  du  Lac. . . . 

Grant 

..do 

Green 

Green  Lake,... . 

Juneau 

..do 

Kenosha 

La  Fayette 

...do  

Milwaukee 

Oconto 

Pierce 

Portage 

. . .do 

...do ,. 

...do 

...do 


L.  Marie  Hinkley,. . . . 

H.  W.  Mcintosh, 

Geo.  D.  Stevens,, 

H.  W.  Glasier, 

T.  Maroney, 

F.  M.  White, 

Mary  L.  Cox, 

C.  F.  Viebahn, 

Elbridge  D.  Jackson, . 

H.  M.  Kottinger, 

Stephen  Littlefield, . . 

Wm.  0.  Butler, 

Eliza  Graus, 

D.  W.  Gilfillan, 

Gilbert  Shepard, 

Warren  D.  Parker, . . . 

0.  R.  Smith, 

A.  J.  Cheney, 

Lucy  J.  E.  Foolie, .... 

R.  E.  Coughlin, 

Henry  McBride, .... 

Chas.  A.  Wood, 

Duncan  McGregor, . . . 

T.  R.  Earle, 

Catherine  P.  Ashman, 

G.  W.    Packard, . . . 

Eliza  Bishop, , 

W.    Daggett, 

Sam'l  Shaw, 

W.  R.  Manning 

E.  S.  Welch. , 


Counties. 


Portage , 

Racine 

Richland... . 

...do 

..•do 

St.  Croix 

..do 

Sauk. , 

..do 

..do 

Sheboygan. . . 

...do 

...do 

Trempealeau. 

...do 

Walworth... 

...do 

...do 

...do 

Washington . 
Waukesha. . . 

...do 

Waupaca. . . . 

. .  .do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

Winnebago. . 

.  ..do 

...do 

...do 


Ladies, 17 

Gentlemen, 46 


Total, * Qigiti3Qd.b^G00^lc. 


63 
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TEACHERS'  WAGES. 


The  foUowing  table  shows  (1)  the  monthly  wages  of  male  teachers,  (2) 
the  monthly  wages  of  female  teaohers,  and  (3)  the  ratio  of  the  wages  of 
female  to  the  wages  of  male  teachers,  for  the  past  eighteen  years. 


Year. 


1849,, 

1850. . 

1851.. 

1852.. 

1853. , 

1854.. 

1855. 

1856. 

1857. 

1858. 

1859. 

1860. 

1861. 

1862. 

1863. 

1864. 

1865. 

1866. 


Male. 


Female. 


Ratio 
per  cent. 


$15  22 

$6  92 

45 

17  14 

8  97 

62 

17  15 

8  35 

43 

15  88 

8  64 

54 

18  17 

9  94 

50 

18  76 

11  00 

60 

23  10 

12  08 

52 

25  88 

18  80 

54 

24  60 

16  16 

62 

27  02 

14  92 

56 

22  93 

14  29 

68 

24  20 

15  30 

68 

28  01 

14  62 

68 

25  82 

15  82 

61 

27  11 

16  81 

•2 

82  89 

19  43 

60 

86  45 

22  24 

61 

88  68 

24  05 

62 

There  is  a  demand  in  all  parts  of  the  state^for  teachers  who  have  had 
the  advantages  of  professional  training.  Persons  qualified  to  teach  are 
well  paid  as  soon  as  their  fitness  becomes  known.  A  necessity^  however, 
exists  for  permitting  those  of  very  limited  attainments  to  teach.  Other- 
wise hundreds  of  schools  would  be  without  teachers.  The  cause  of  this 
is  found  in  the  fact,  that  no  facilities  for  obtaining  the  training  necessary 
for  a  teacher  have,  until  recently,  existed  in  our  state.  The  Normal  De- 
partment of  the  Univer^iity  and  the  Normal  School  at  Platteville  are  doing 
a  small  part  of  much  that  we  hope,  ere  long,  to  see  accomplished. 

The  salaries  paid  in  some  of  the  cities  of  the  state,  to  the  principals  of 

high  schools,  are  as  follows  : 

Beloit, $1,600 

Fond  du  Lac, 1,600 

JanesviUe, 1,500 

Kenosha, 1,200 

Madison, 1,600 

Milwaukee, 1,200 

Oahkosh, 1,600 

Racine, 1,800 

Shebojgan, 1,200 

Li  many  of  our  villages,  teachers,  fitted  to  take  charge  of  graded  schools, 

reeeive  from  9^00  to  $1000  per  annum.  -  In  some  of  ihe  country  districts 

there  is  too  little  importance  attaehed  to  attainments,  tact^  and  ezperi- 


14 

ence,  by  those  who  employ  teacherB ;  and  oheapness  is  often  more  care- 
fully ooDBidered  than  qualification.  The  economy  that  Bacrifices  the  school 
for  a  few  dollars,  is  ill-adyised,  and  the  injustice  that  demands  ability, 
learning  and  character  in  a  teacher  and  yet  refuses  a  liberal  compensation 
for  them,  merits  the  severest  reprobation. 

It  is,  however,  proper  to  remark  that  some  of  the  best  schools  in  the 
state  may  be  found  in  obscure  villages  or  rural  districts — schools  that  in 
order,  discipline  and  attainments  surpass  others  better  known  and  better 
appreciated. 

SCHOOL  TAXES. 


The  amounts  received  and  ea^ended  for  support  of  public  schools,  for 
the  year  ending  August  31,  1866,  as  compiled  from  the  reports  of  county 
superintendents,  are  as  follows  : 


Taxes  for  building  -ftiid  repairing,. . . . 

Taxes  for  teachers'  Hvagee, 

Taxes  for  apparatus  and  libraries, 

Taxes  levied  by  town  meetings,*. 

Taxes  levied  by  boards  of  supervisors,. 

Income  of  the  School  Fund, 

From  all  other  sources, 

For  building  and  repairing, 

For  apparatus  and  libraries, 

For  services  of  male  teachers, 

For  services  of  female  teachers, 

For  old  indebtedness, 

For  furniture,  registers  and  records,.. . 
For  all  other  purposes, 


Money  on  hand  August  31,  1865, . 
Money  on  hand  August  81,  1866,. 


Error  in  reports — balance, . 


Receipts.       Disbursements. 


$216,676  82 
567,368  96 
6,778  11 
86,301  50 
131,786  71 
143,188  61 
113,457  21 


$1,255,502  92 
179,842  96 


|1 ,484,846  88 


$174,903  97 

4,590  97 

229,952  23 

416,941  85 

77,068  27 

12,066  81 

160,054  35 


$1,075,572  95 
233,568  80 


$1,809,141  76 
125,704  18 


$1,434,845  88 


The  reports  from  the  county  superintendents  of  Burnett,  Columbia,  Ju- 
neau and  Kenosha  counties,  and  the  first  district  of  Milwaukee  county, 
were  balanced. 

There  is  general  complaint  in  the  reports  of  county  superintendents  in 
regard  to  the  defective  and,  in  many  oases,  utterly  unintelligible,  returns 
made  by  town  clerks  respecting  the  financial  condition  of  the  school  dis- 
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triotfl  of  their  respeotiye  towns.  Town  olerks  complain,  and  with  good 
reason,  of  the  financial  statementa  famished  to  them  by  district  clerks. 
Unless  some  means  can  be  devised  to  ensure  more  correct  reports  from 
school  districts,  we  can  scarcely  hope  that  oar  educational  statistics  will 
be  more  than  approximations  to  the  facts,  upon  a  knowledge  of  which  the 
intelligent  an9  efficient  managetnent  of  our  school  affairs  depends.  There 
is  needed  a  simple  and  uniform  method  of  keeping  school  accounts,  and 
this  can  best  be  secured  by  furnishing  to  each  district  a  register  for  the 
school,  and  record  books  for  the  clerk  and  treasurer,  with  such  instructions 
as  will  tend  to  secure  greater  accuracy  in  the  keeping  of  accounts  and 
making  reports.  The  matter  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  Legislature  for 
consideration. 

The  following  statement  shows  (1)  the  aggregate  valuation  of  property 
in  the  state,  from  1854  to  1865  inclusive,  (2)  the  amount  r&ised  by  tax 
for  the  support  of  public  schools,  and  (3)  the  tax  upon  a  doUar  : 


Year. 


1854.. 
1865,. 
1856,. 
1857,. 
1068,. 
1859,. 
I860,. 
1861,. 
1862,. 
1863,. 
1864,. 
1866,. 


Aggregate  valu- 

Amount  raised 

Mills    on 

tion. 

for  pub.    schools. 

a  dollar. 

164,285,714 

^42,867  02 

2.20 

87,600,000 

90,192  67 

1.08 

150,000,000 

72,604  88 

0.60 

150,000,000 

128,161  04 

0.86 

175,000,000 

147,919  66 

0.84 

168,620,288 

464,261  42 

2.69 

184,062,586 

•402,766  23 

2.19 

180,984,864 

728,180  26 

4.00 

182,507,222 

679,798  94 

3.72 

168,071,778 

821,859  78 

6.36 

162,652,752 

908,162  04 

6.94 

156,416,297 

1,112,319  31 

7.11 

The  reports  of  amounts  raised  by  tax  for  the  support  of  public  schools 
previous  to  1860  are  not  reliable. 
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COST  OF  INSTRUCTION. 


The  following  statement  shows  (1)  the  average  tax  levied  for  school 
purposes  for  the  number  of  persons  drawing  public  money,  (2)  the  amount 
expended  for  each  person  of  school  age,  including  the  income  of  the  School 
Fund,  and  (3)  the  amount  expended  for  each  scholar  in  attendance  at  the 
public  schools  for  each  year  since  1849  : 


Year. 


Average   tax  per 

scholar  for 
school  purposes. 


Am't  expended 

for   each    scholar 

of  school  age. 


Am't  expended 
per  scholar  in 
attendance. 


1849 

1860 

1851 

1852 

1858 

1854 

1856 

1866 1^ 

1857 :.. 

1868 

1869 .?< 

1860 

1861 , 

1862 

1868 

1864 

1866 

1866 


$1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 


08 
28 
66 
34 
25 
96 
79 
2  13 
2  83 
2  29 
2  88 
2  86 
2  42 
2  81 
2  11 
2  49 
2  66 
2  98 


11  81 
2  06 
1  82 

1  70 

2  68 
2  69 
2  83 
2  99 
8  04 

2  97 

3  00 
2  74 
2  81 
2  65 

2  96 

3  11 
3  88 


|1  95 
2  98 
2  66 
2  46 
4  12 
8  98 


42 

98 


64 

48 

21 

40 

8  80 

4  62 

4  73 

6  08 


SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

The  number  of  public  school  houses  is  118  more  than  last  year,  being 
4,456.  Of  these  410  are  built  of  brick  or  stone.  The  number  of  pupils 
that  can  be  accommodated  is  247,960.  The  number  of  buildings  reported 
with  outhouses  in  good  condition  is  1,626;  629  are  witliout  blackboards , 
and  8,7B6  are  not  furnished  with  outline  maps. 

The  cash  yalue  of  school  houses  is «. ..  .|1,768,916  67 

The  cash  value  of  sites  is 277 , 727  80 

Total  yalue  of  school  houses  and  sites, « $2,041,648  97 


The  cities  and  towns  of  the  state  haying  sohool  houses,  valued  each  at 
(10,000  or  more,  are  as  foUows  :  Beloit,  Delavan,  Fond  du  Lao,  Horicon, 
Janesville,  Kenosha,  Madison,  Milwaukee,  Mineral  Pointi  PlatteviUei  Ba« 
dne  and  Watertown.  ^g.^.^^, .^ GoOglc 
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During  the  past  jear  there  has  been  expended  for  building  and  repair- 
ing, tbe  sum  of  $174,903.04,  a  sum  sufficient  to  show  an  intelligent  ap- 
preoiation  of  the  importance  of  suitable  school  accommodations.  In  many 
of  our  villages  and  cities  buildings  have  been  erected  that  reflect  great 
credit  not  only  upon  the  communities  that  have  built  them,  but  upon  the 
state  at  large.  There  are  school  houses  now  to  be  found  in  Wisconsin, 
that  in  their  construction,  arrangement,  style  and  furnishing  would  not 
suffer  by  comparison  with  the  best  In  older  and  wealthier  states.  The 
progress,  in  this  respect,  made  during  the  past  few  years,  is  a  source  of 
deep  satisfaction  to  every  friend  of  general  education.  An  elegant  school 
house,  conveniently  arranged  and  tastefully  furnished  exerts  a  beneficial 
influence  upon  all  classes  of  tho  community.  It  is  both  an  effect  and  a 
cause  of  intelligence  and  refinement. 

The  utter  unfitness  of  some  of  tho  school  houses  in  the  state  for  the 
purpose  Tor  which  they  are  designed,  and  this  too  in  districts  entirely  able 
to  provide  suj^ble  school  buildings,  suggests  the  propriety  of  such  legis* 
lative  action  as  will  secure  to  the  children  residing  in  such  districts  the 
means  of  education.  Were  town  boards  of  supervisors  required,  on  com- 
plaint made  to  them  by  the  county  superintendent,  of  the  unfitness  or  lack 
of  school  accommodations  in  any  district,  to  examine  and  decide  as  to  the 
ground  of  such  complaint,  and  the  ability  of  the  district  to  provide  the 
necessary  buildings  for  a  good  school ;  and  were  said  boards  authorized, 
in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  to  levy,  collect,  and  expend  a  reasona- 
ble tax  for  building  a  school  house  or  for  repairing  the  same,  it  is  believed 
that  such  a  law  wouM  be  beneficial  to  the  districts  thus  taxed,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  people  of  the  state. 

The  poorest  school  houses  are  not  generally  found  in  the  districts 
possessing  least  ability  to  build  better  ones.  They  are  evidences  of  sel- 
fisbness  or  ignorance  wherever  they  are  found  ;  hence  a  law  of  the  kind 
indicated  could  not  be  regarded  as  oppressive. 

PRIVATE  SCHOOLS. 

The  following  statement  is  compiled  from  the  reports  of  the  present 
year  :  ., 

Whole  number  of  private  schools, ,,,', 819 

Number  of  teachers  engaged  in  such  schools, 890 

Number  of  pupils  registered, 9  ^gQ 

Average  number  in  daily  attendance, *  7  '592 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  there  are  more  of  this  class  of  schools 

than  the  returns  show,  and  that  county  superintendents  find  it  difilcult  to 

obtain  information  oonoeming  them.  '  «^^^  .  ^         ^  ~ 
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'    SCHOOL  LIBRARIES. 

The  following  statement  in  re]gard  to  school  district  libraries  will  show 
that  nnder  existing  arrangements  very  little  is  done  to  procure  libraries 
where  they  are  wanting,  or  to  increase  them  where  they  exist. 

No.  of  Yolomes  added  during  the  year 926 

Amount  expended  for  libraries  during  the  year, » %!,  149  09 

Whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  district  libraries, 26 , 667 

Gash  value  of  school  district  libraries,. . . .'. $21 ,898 

The  law  now  anthoriseB  districts  to  raise  a  tax  of  fifty  dollars  for  librae 
ry  purposes  at  each  annual  meeting ;  bnt  the  aboye  abstract  of  reports  in- 
dicates that  comparatively  few  districts  avail  themselves  of  the  provision. 

No  argument  is  needed  to  convince  the  Legislature,  that  the  establish- 
ment and  support  of  libraries  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  people,  is  de- 
manded  by  weighty  considerations.  Our  -state  constitution  recognizes  li- 
braries as  a  part  of  our  conmion  school  system,  Section  2,  article  X, 
provides  that  the  income  of  the  school  fund  **  shall  be  exc^sively  applied 
to  the  following  objects,  to-wit 

1.  To  the  support  and  maintenance  of  common  schools  ip  each  school 
district,  and  the  purchase  of  suitable  libraries  and  apparatus  therefor." 

2.  The  residue  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
academies  and  normal  schools  and  suitable  libraries  and  apparatus 
therefor." 

By  act  of  Legislature  approved  March  21,  1859,  it  was  provided  that 
'*  Ten  per  cent  of  the  school  fund  income  subject  to  apportionment  in  the 
<'  year  1860,  and  annually  thereafter, together  with  the  proceeds  of  a  spec- 
**  ial  state  tax  of  one-tenth  of  one  mill  on  the  dollar  valuation,  shall  be, 
**  and  hereby  are  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  replenishing 
*<  town  school  libraries,  the  books  for  which  shall  be  purchased  by  public 
**  authority,  and  distributed  in  some  just  proportion  among  the  the  towns 
and  cities  of  the  state. 

The  legislature  having  made  no  provision  in  the  act,  raising  the  fund, 
for  its  expenditure,  it  was  allowed  to  accumulate  until  it  amounted  to 
988,784.78,  of  which  $35,418.08  was  derived  from  the  income  of  the 
school  fund,  and  $53,366.70  from  the  tax  of  one-tenth  of  a  mill  on  the 
dollar  valuation  of  the  property  of  the  State. 

Li  the  annual  report  from  this  department  in  1861,  Hon.  J.  L.  Pick- 
ard,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  says  :  "I  regret  that  no  pro- 
vision has  as  yet  been  made  for  the  distribution  of  the  township  library 
fund.  I  deem  the  principle  a  good  one,  and  one  well  calculated  to  advance 
the  educational  interests  of  the  state.      Owing  to  the  peculiar  circum- 
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Biances  into  which  we  have  been  forced  by  the  Southern  rebellion,  and  the 
tsonaeqnent  demands  upon  our  state  for  means  to  prosecute  the  war,  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  advise  the  suspension  of  the  operation  of  the  law,  crea- 
ting this,  fund,  for  a  term  of  three  or  five  years.  I  would  also  recommend 
that  80  much  of  the  fund  as  has  arisen  from  the  diversion  of  the  ten  per 
cent,  of  the  school  fund  income,  be  restored  to  that  income  for  appor- 
tionment ;  and  I  would  further  recommend  that  so  much  of  the  fund  as 
has  been  produced  by  the  1*10  of  a  mill,  state  taz,  be  set  aside  as  a 
permanent  library  fund,  and  that  for  three  or  five  years,  the  fund  so 
set  aside,  be  invested  in  state  bonds.  By  this  means  the  state  will 
fiqd  a  slight  temporary  relief,  and  the  fund,  so  cheerfully  paid  for  ed- 
ucational purposes,  will  be  eventually  devoted  to  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  raised.'' 

The  legislature  instead  of  •endorsing  by  its  action  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Superintendent  Pickard,  the  wisdom  of  which,  considering  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  made,  will  not  be  questioned,  repealed 
the  law  creating  the  fund,  and  Returned  to  the  general  fund  of  the  State 
the  sum  of  $53,366.70  and  to  the  income  of  the  school  fund  the  balance, 
wbicb  had  been  pledged,  to  establish  township  libraries. 

It  seems  to  be  proper  to  consider  at  the  present  time,  whether  the 
interests  of  the  state  would  not  be  promoted  by  carrying  out,  by  appro- 
priate legislation,  the  project  that  was  defeated  by  the  repeal  of  chapter 
two  hundred  and  ten  of  the  general  laws  of  1859.  It  is  believed  that  an 
a«t,  appropriating,  from  the  general  fund,  the  amount  of  the  1-lOth  mill 
taz,  for  founding  township  libraries,  would  be  regarded  by  the  people  as 
a  measure  calculated  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  State,  It  would 
not  be  desirable  that  the  whole  amount  should  be  used  in  a  single  year, 
and  it  might  be  sound  policy  to  use  the  fund  in  such  a  manner  as  to  en- 
courage that  local  effort  that  it  is  always  wise  to  secure. 

An  act  of  this  kind  should  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  State  Board 
of  Library  Commissioners,  to  consist  of  men  whose  position  and  charac- 
ter should  furnish  a  guarantee  that  that  the  book«  selected  would  in  all 
respects  be  suitable,  and  that  the  interests  of  the  people  would,  in  the 
purchase  and  distribution  of  the  same,  be  carefully  regarded.  It  should 
also  provide  for  library  ccmnut^eea  in  the  towns  and  cities  of  the  state, 
wlio  should  have  the  custody  and  control  of  the  town  libraries,  under 
such  regulations  as  would'secure  the  preservation  of  the  books,  and  afford 
facilities  for  their  use  to  the  people  of  the  several  school  districts. 

The  attention  of  the  Legislature  is  respectfully  called  to  this  subject,  with 
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a  strong  hope,  that  a  meagure  franght  with  so  muoh  good,  may  receive  a 
favorable  consideration. 

.     SCHOOL   FUND. 

The  School  Fund  consists  of : 

'  1.  The  proceeds  of  all  lands  granted  by  the  United  States  for  the  sup- 
port of  public  schools. 
2.  All  moneys  accruing  from  forfeiture  or  escheat. 
8.  .All  moneys  paid  for  redemption  from  military  duty. 

4.  The  clear  proceeds  of  all  fines  collected  in  the  several  counties  for 
any  breach  of  the  penal,  laws. 

5.  The  five  per  centum  of  the  net  proceeds  of  ther  public  lands. 

The  amount  of  productive  school  fund  on  the  80th  day  of  September, 

1866,  was  as  follows  : 

Amount  due  on  certificates  of  sales, $554,350  74 

Amount  due  on  mortgages, i 192,641  48 

Certificates  of  State  indebtedness, 1,894,900  00 

Due  from  the  State  on  account  of  five  per  centum  fund, 101 ,262  88 

Total  productive  fund, .^ |2, 248, 154  60 

The  amount  belonging  to  the  productive  portion  of  the  School  Fund, 
September  80,  1865,  was  as  follows  : 

Amount  due  on  certificates  of  sales, |675,087  11 

Amount  due  on  mortgages, '  289 ,122  75 

Certificates  of  State  indebtedness, 897,000  00 

State  Bonds, 108,700  00 

Total, 11,964,859  86 

There  is  a  decrease  in  the  amount  due  on  certificates  cf  sales  of  (120,- 
686.87,  and  in  the  amount  due  on  mortgages  of  $96,481. 82,  making  the 
sum  of  $217,167.69.  The  state  bonds  reported  in  1865  as  a  part  of  the 
School  Fund  have  been  canceled,  and  are  now  represented  by  certificates  of 
state  indebtedness.  The  amount  of  these  bonds  being  added  to  the  fore- 
going items,  we  have  $320,867.67,  as  the  decrease  in  certificates  of  sales, 
mortgages  and  state  bonds. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  an  increase  in  certificates  of  state  indebt- 
edness of  $497,900.00,  showing  an  increase  in  the  productive  school  fund 
during  the  year,  as  reported  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  $177,082.81. 
The  sources  of  this  increase  do  not  appear  in  the  account  of  receipts  and 
disbursements  as  published  from  year  to  year.  It  would  seem  desirable  to 
have  an  annual  statement  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  showing 
the  items  that  go  to  increase  or  diminish  the  school  fund,  in  order  that  the 
causes  for  its  increase  or  diminution  may  be  easily  understood.  -o~ 
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The  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  School  Fund  as  given  in  the 
State  Treasurer's  report,  for  the>  fiscal  year  ending  September  80th  1866, 
^ere  as  follows : 


Balance  in  the  Fund  Oct.  1,  1865. 


Payments  on  lands  and  loans, 

Taxes  on  School  Land, 

Penalty  for  noDpayment  of  int.  and  adv., 

Fines  received  from  counties, 

United  States  on  sale  of  lands, 

Trespass  penalty  on  timber  lands, 

Sale  of  effects  of  i^nknown  person  found  dead 

in  Mississippi  river, 

Invested  in  Wisconsin  bonds. , . . 

Invested  in  certificate  of  indebtedness  No.    7, 

act  of  Legislature  April  10,  1866, 
Delinquent  taxes  paid  to  counties, . 
Purchase  of  forfeited  mortgage, . . . 

Refunded  payments, 

Transfer  to  General  Fund,  discount  on  bonds, 
. . .  .do. . .  .Normal  School  Fund, 
.do do 


. . .  .do. . .  .University  Fund, . 
Overpayment, 


Receipts. 


110,466  06 

296,369  89 

21,868  60 

2,148  88 

2,139  16 

7,693  18 

808  38 

■  390  00 


80,703  26 


$420,680  74 


Disbursements. 


$293,700  00 

100,000  00 

22,827  46 

600  00 

2,616  02 

'  600  00 

826  00 

92  27 

20  00 


$420,680  74 


If  to  the  prodnotive  School  Fund  be  added  one  fourth  of  the  prodactiye 
Normal  School  Fund,  the  income  from  which  is  annually  apportioned  with 
the  income  of  the  School  Fund,  the  amount  of  the  fund,  interest  on  which 
at  7  per  cent,  will  be  apportioned  next  June,  is  92,392,904  48,  consisting 
of: 

1.  Amount  due  on  certificates  of  sales, $664,860  74 

2,  Amount  due  on  mortgages, 192 ,  641  63 

8.     Amount  due  on  certificates  of  state  indebtedness, 1 , 894,900  00 

4.     Amount  due  school  fund  on  account  of  five  per  cent,  fund, 101,262  38 

6.     One-fourth  of  Normal  School  fund, 149 ,749  98 

$2,892,904  48 

This  is  $279,898  16  more  than  the  amouift  reported  from  this  depart- 
ment in  1865. 

Tho  School  Fund,  as  reported  by  the  Superintendents  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  the  past  eighteen  years*  is  as  follows : 

1849, •. $8,600  00 

1860, 638,094  41 

1861, .^  766,109  49 

1862, .gi4ized.by.C-rC8l»,200  60 

1853, 1,14^,804  28 
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1864, 1,670,258  11 

1855, 1,897,269  30 

1856, '. ■.  1,869,242  82 

1857, 2,007,944  16 

1858, 2,846,846  84 

1859, 2,786,767  08 

1860, ■ 2,839,694,49 

1861, 2,468,351  49 

1862, 2,219,905  69 

1 863, 2 ,  262 ,466  16 

1864, •...; 2,118,423  56 

1865, 2, 118,606  82 

1866, 2 ,  892 ,  904  48 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  State  Treasurer  that  the  amount  of 
state  bonds  outstanding  is  $440,100.  The  amount  duo  the  state  on  ac- 
count of  .loans  to  individuals,  is  as  follows  : 

School  fund, $746,992  17 

University  fund, : 59,230  70 

Normal  School  fund, 262 ,999  92 

Agricultural  College  fund, 2 ,  996  60 

Total  certificates  of  sales  and  mortgages, $1 ,064, 218  29 

The  amount  paid  into  the  state  treasury,  on  account  of  lands  and  loans, 
during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1866,  was,  as  appears  from  the  re- 
port of  the  State  Treasurer,  as  follows  : 

School  fund  paj-raents  on  lands  and  loans |295 ,869  39 

University  fund     do  do  do 60,988  68 

Normal  School,  fund  do  do  77 ,3U8  60 

Agricultural  College  lands,  do  do '.        2 ,996  60 

Total, $826,612  17 

Considering  the  fact  that  a  sum  sufficient  to  take  up  the  $440,100  of 
state  bonds  will  pVobably  be  paid  in  within  two  years,  it  would  seem  to  be 
proper  for  the  Legislature  to  determine  the  policy  of  the  state  in  reference 
to  the  management  of  its  trust  funds.  There  is  now  no  provision  for  in- 
vesting these  funds  in  any  public  securities  other  than  bonds  of  this  state 
issued  for  war  purposes. 

The  magnitude  of  the  interests  involved  ii)  the  proper  management  of 
our  educational  trust  funds  cannot  fail  to  be  appreciated  by  the  Legislature, 
and  a  reasonable  forecast  requires  that  every  security  that  appropriate 
legislation  can  afford,  should  be  adopted,  to  ensure  the  prompt  payment 
and  apportionment  of  the  income  of  these  funds.  Whether  such  security 
can  be  found  without  an  amendment  to  our  state  constitution  is  worthy  of 
careful  consideration. 

The  non-productive  portion  of  the  school  fund,  consisting  of  16th  see- 


tion  lands  and  the  500,000  aore  tract,  was,    on  the  30th  of  September, 
1866,  as  follows : 

State  landB  forfeited, 360 ,634  87-100  acrea. 

State  lands  unsold, 102,789     6-100      " 

State  lands  never  offered, 40  " 

Total  number  of  acres, 463 ,463  93-100  acres. 

The  number  of  acres  forfeited  during  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1865,  25,740  66-100 
The  number  of  acres  forfeited  during  the  year  endingr  Sept.  80, 1866,  28,516  42-100 

Increase  in  1866, 2,775  7>-100 

The  dues  on  forfeited  mortgaged  lands,  Sept.  80,  1865,  were $144,758  98 

The  dues  on  forfeited  mortgaged  lands,  Sept.  80, 1866,  were $149,256  16 

Increase  in  1866, , $4 ,497  17 

SCHOOL  FUIO)  INCOME. 

The  amount  of  income  of  the  Sohool  Fund  in  the  State  Treasury,  and 
subject  to  apportionment,  on  the  10th  day  of  June,  1866,  as  certified  by 
the  State  Treasurer,  was  $152,560.80.  This  amount  was  apportioned  by 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  among  the  towns  and  cities  of 
the  state,  and  the  apportionment  was  certified  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
the  20th  day  of  June,  as  required  by  Section  1  of  Chapter  4  of  the  Qen- 
enl  Laws  of  1866. 

The  apportionment  was  45  cents  per  scholar.  A  statement  in  detail 
will  be  found  in  the  appendix  ;  table  No.  1. 

The  apportionments  from  1849  to  1866,  inclusive,  are  shown  by  the  fol- 
lowing statement : 


.  Years. 


No.  of  Children. 


1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855. 
1856. 
1857. 
1858 
1859. 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1866 
1866. 


70,457 
92,()47 
111,481 
124,788 
188,279 
155,126 
186,960 
218,886 
241,545 
264,977 
278,871 
288,984 
299,782 
808,666 
320,^65 
329,906 
889,024 
862,004 


Apportionment. 


8  8-10  cents  per  scholar. 

50 do 

48 do 

45 do 

72 do 

80  5-10 do 

70*. do 

66 do 

75 dot 

64 do 

64 do 

82 do 

50 ...do 

44 do 

47 do 

46 do 

45 do 


24 

Tht  apportionment  for  each  year  is'  made  upon  the  returns  of  the  pre- 
ceding year ;  hence  the  amount  apportioned  for  any  year  will  be  found  by 
multiplying  the  number  of  children  reported  the  preceding  year  by  the 
number  of  cents  per  scholar  apportioned  that  year.  « 

Hereafter  all  expenses  incurrred  by  the  state  for  the  care  and  manage- 
ment of  the  trust  funds  and  all  expenses  incurred  on  account  of  the  in- 
come of  said  funds,  are  to  be  paid  from  the  general  fund,  as  provided  by 
Chapter  56  of  the  OeneraTLaws  of  1866,  which  act  went  into  effect  on  the 
1st  day  of  last  July. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
School  Fund  Income  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30th«  1866  : 


Receipts. 


DUbursemHs. 


Interest 

Trespaas > 

Sale  of  Webster's  Dictionaries 

Sale  of  timber *. , 

Sale  of  bark 

L.  Olcott,  overpayment  refunded 

E.  Salom6n',  attorney's  fees  refunded. ....... 

Transferred  from  Normal  School  Fund  Income. 
do University do 


1165,699  71 

852  86 

12  50 

628  00 

21  00 

1  25 

54  45 

18,264  87 

1,600  00 


Apportionment  by  State  Sup't 

Atwood  &  Rublee,  advertising 

Ashton  &  Relf do < 

L.  £.  Amidon,  clerk  protecting  lands ^ 

Brannan  &  Turner,  advertising 

Bliss  &Son do 

Brainard  k  Watrous  . .  do * 

Brackett  k  Knapp do 

H.  Borchsenius,  clerk  land  department 

James  A.  Bate,  chief  clerk  land  department 

Brown  &  Smethurst,  advertising 

J.  R.  Bohan, do. 

A.  0.  Brown, do ^ 

W.  C.  Bradley,  clerk  treasurer's  oflSce 

J.  W.  Brundage,  advertising , 

James  M.  Bull,  clerk  secretary's  office , 

J.  F.  Bryant,  clerk  protecting  lands , 

0.  S.  Boardman, do , 

H.  Beckwith, do 

Cpnery  k  Stout,  advertising. , 

J.  C.  Cover, do. . .' 

S.  G .  Carr,  clerk  land  department , 

H.  S.  Clapp,  clerk  protecting  lands , 

B.  F.  Cram,  clerk  land  department. 

Edward  Decker,  advertising .^ 

Duncan  k  Dickenson,  .do 


1182,119  64 


^  Digitized  by^ 


$162,560  80 

80  85 
14  60 
62  92 
26  26 
86  49 

17  00 
16  60 

800  00 

1,850  00 

26  67 

25  85 

16  16 

225  00 

18  60 
660  00 
120  76 

81  26 
9  88 
5  60 

10  60 

61  00 

100  00 

515  82 

At-  19  21 

\hOO^    e  60 
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RECEIPTS  AND  DISBUBSEHENTS— continued. 


Receipts.     Disbursem'ts. 


'W.  H.  DaTenport,  clerk  protecting  lands. 

I>.  Dnnwiddie, do 

£.  C.  DeMoe,  clerk  land  department 

TV.  H.  Faroham,  advertising 

8.  S.  Fifield, do 

K.  J.  Fleischer,  clerk  treasurer's  office... 
G.  M.  Foresman,  clerk  land  department. . 
Geo.  R.  Frank,  clerk  protecting  lands.. . . 

Oary  &  Davis,  advertising 

G.  W.  Gates,  clerk  protecting  lands 

T.  W.  Gibbs,  clerk  land  department 

J.  P.  Hume,  advertising 

William  Hill, do ' 

High  k  Booth do 

C-  S.  Hart, do..^ 

J.  Harris,  advertising, 

J.  J.  Hawley,  clerk  land  department. . . . 

R.  8.  Hall,  clerk  protecting  lands 

C.  C.  Hood,  clerk  land  department 

J.  £.  Ingraham,  advertising, 

Iber^g  ft  Hunner,. . .  .do 

C.  B.  Jackson,  clerk  protecting  lands. . . . 

Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  advertising. . » 

Abel  Kejes,  clerk  protecting  lands 

Frank  Leiand,  advertising 

Richard  Lester,  clerk  secretary's  office. . . 

H.  S.  Marsh,  clerk  treasurers  office 

W.  J.  Martin,  advertising 

W-  S.  Monroe,.... do 

A.  Menkes,  clerk  treasurer's  office 

W.  H.  Miller, do do 

Pan  Malbon,  clerk  protecting  lands 

£.  S.  McBride,  clerk  land  office 

A.  J.  Manly,  advertising 

D.  Jj.  Koggle,  clerk  land  office 

W.  J.  Park,  printing 

Pease  &  Goodell,  advertising 

S.  W.  Pierce, do 

Priest  &  Nelson,.  ...do 

Arnold  Petty,  clerk  protecting  lands 

J.  B.  Redfield,    advertising 

Roflk,  Priest  &  Nelson,  advertising 

Robinson  k  Bro., do 

Reed  k  Hvghs, do 

EL  P.  Ross^ do 

Rockwell  k  Upham, do 

H.  N.  ftoss, do 

G.  £.  &L.G.  Redfield,... do 

D.  Rowe,  clerk  treasurer's  office 

James  Ross,  clerk  land  department. 

O.  B.  Smith  k  Co.,  advertising, 

Scheoir,  Winegar,  k  Co., .do 

A.  C.  Sanford do 

Seymour  k  Elwell, do 

S.  Biailord, do 


,?i*ril»\/A.T.OO 


126  18 

7  05 
441  22 

86  60 

14  10 

'226  00 

600  00 

108  68 

19  46 
42  88 

600  00 
21  11 

80  60 
2  82 

12  00 

6  60 

1H8  82 

120  21 

220  18 

2  00 

29  60 

9  63 

4  60 
827  89 

88  42 
460  00 
209  00 

20  00 
12  89 

160  00 
260  00 
647  46 
600  00 

8  60 
460  00 
709  98 

28  88 

21  84 

5  80 
28  60 

22  00 
68  00 
26  60 
10  87 
86  10 
24  60 
24  67 

17  00 
200  00 
184  00 

81  26 
14  10 
21  06 
86  64 

18  60 


26 


RECEIPTS  AND  DiSBTJRSEMENTS— continuea. 


J.  B.  &H.M.  Stocking,. .do 

J.  B.  Stocking, do 

A.  J.  Smith, do 

Edward  Salomon,  attorney  fees 

A.  C.  Stuntz,  clerk  protecting  lands 

Adolph  Sorenson, do. 

D.  H.  Tullis,  clerk  secretary's  office '. . 

Terry  &  Arnold,  advertisings 

L.  A.  Taylor, do 

John  Turner, do .^. 

H.  A.  Taylor  &  Co., do .- .*/ 

Thomas  i  Roberts, do. 

G.  Van  Waters, do 

J.  H.  Waggoner, do 

L.  B.  Wright, do 

C.  D.  Waldo, do 

T.  H.  Walker,  clerk  protecting  lands 

E.  Walber,  clerk  land  department 

Refunded 

Transferred  to  Normal  School  Fund  Income. 

do Uniyersity do 


Balance  September  80,  1886. 
do 1866. 


Receipts. 


Disbursem'ts. 


$8  60 

17  00 

23  90 

1,398  40 

130  80 

196  18 

150  00 

16  84 

28  00 

28  10 

n  22 

15  60 
2  60 

22  00 
86  3) 
28  00 

16  00 
184  00 

18,910  26 

196  26 

7  94 


$182,119  64 
407  94 


1182,527  68 


$180,049  76 


2,477  83 


$182,(27  68 


If  from  the  amount  of  disbar semeats,  as  given  in  the  foregoing  state- 
ment we  deduct  the  annual  apportionment,  the  sums  refunded  on  account 
of  interest,  and  transferred  to  the  income  of  other  funds,  we  find  f^lS,- 
874  60  paid  from  the  income  of  the  school  fund  for  expenses  incurred  pre- 
vious to  July  1st,  1866  on  account  of  care  and  management  of  the  f^nd. 
This  is  about  91,000  more  than  the  amount  paid  for  the  management  of 
the  fund  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  80th,  1865.  Tho  increased 
expense  in  1866  ipcludes  some  payments  for  clerk  hire  which  belonged 
properly  to  1865,  and  nearly  $1,400  for  attorney's  fees,  that  will,  it  is  ex- 
pected, be  collected  and  returned  to  the  income  at  soine  future  time. 

The  Legislature,  at  its  last  session  in  relieving  the  trust  funds  from 
charges  for  their  caro  and  management,  recognized  a  spco  i£c  requirement 
of  the  State  Oonstitution,  and  manifested  an  intelligent /'interest  in  the 
prosperity  of  the  public  schools.  However,  while  abandoning  a  policy  that 
tio  one  attempted  to  defend,  they  made  no  provision  for  returning  to  the 
income  of  tho  school  fund  the  amounts  that,  year  by  year,  have  been  taken 
from  it  contrary  to  sound  policy  and  the  Oonstitution  of  the  State.     Jus- 
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tic6  demands  that  every  dollar  taken  from  the  school  fund  income  for  any 
other  purposes  than  those  specified  in  section  2  article  X  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, should  be  refunded.  There  are  sound  reasons  of  public  policy  for 
such  a  step,  that  will  readily  occur  to  those  who  reabze  the  importance  of 
our  system  of  public  schools.  In  all  legislation  affecting  our  educational 
institutions,  the  largest  liberality  is  the  wisest  statesmanship.  With  a 
population  rapidly  increasing,  and  a  school  fund  that  has  nearly  reached  its 
limit ;  with  a  large  territory  yet  to  be  settled  by  those  who  are  not  in- 
structed in  our  language  or  laws,  we  cannot  afford  to  do  or  suffer  to  be 
done  Anything  that  shall  retard  or  hinder  the  derelopment  of  our  system 
of  commoti  schools. 

The  attention  of  the  Legislature  is  earnestly  called  to  this  subject. 
COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENCY. 

The  improvement  in  methods  of  instruction  that  may  be. noticed  in 
many  of  the  schools  of  the  state,  is  mainly  due  to  the  efficient  efforts  of 
county  superintendents.  These  officers  have  generally  co-operated  with 
this  department  in  all  measures  calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  ed- 
ucation. 

In  the  few  cases  where  dissatisfaction  exists  in  regard  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  duties  of  the  office  have  been  discharged,  it  will  bo  found  that 
there  has  been  loss  care  exorcised  in  the  selection  of  officers  than  the 
importance  of  the  office  demands.  The  system  ought  not  to  be  con- 
demned on  account  of  mistakes  made  by  those  who  administer  it.  It  can^ 
cannot  be  denied,  that  in  a  few  instances,  the  persons  selected  as  county 
superintendents  have  shown  little  interest  in  the  position,  or  fitness  for  it; 
but  in  every  county  in  the  state  men  may  be  found,  if  they  are  sought,  who 
will  do  their  duty  intelligently,  unselfishly  and  efficiently.  It  may  be 
that  these  men  cannot  always  be  found  at  a  political  caucus,  but  this 
ought  not  to  be  an  insurmountable  objection  to  their  nomination  or  election. 

The  salaries  at  present  paid  to  these  officers,  are  with  a  few  exceptions, 
too  small  to  secure  the  talent  and  ability  which  they  ought  to  possess.  As 
the  minimum  salary  fixed  by  the  legislature  has  great  infiuence  in  deter- 
mining the  amount  actually  paid,  and  as  the  law  limiting  the  compensation 
of  these  officers  was  passed  six  years  ago,  a  change  of  the  law  so  as  to  en- 
courage the  payment  of  larger  salaries,  and  to  provide  for  the  printing,  etc., 
necessary  to  a  proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  th^  office,  is  recommended. 

It  would  also  seem  to  be  proper,  that  the  county  superintendent  should 
have  an  office  room  furnished  him  at  the  county  seat,  where  the  records  of 
his  office  shaUbe  kept,  and  where  he  may  be  found  at  convenient  times 
by  those  who  have  business  to  do  with  him.  ^^^  ..^,  ^ — ^^~ 
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The  following  is  a  list   of  the  names  of  County  Superintendents  of 
Schools  in  office  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1867 : 


Adams, 

Ashland, 

Bayfield, 

Brown, 

Buffalo, 

Burnett, 

Calumet, 

Chippewa, 

Clark, 

Columbia, 

Crawford, 

Dane,  1st  district, 

Bane,  2d  district, 

Bodge,  Ist  district,. . . . 

Bod^e,  2d  district, 

Boor, 

Bouglas, 

Bunn, 

Eau  Claire, 

Fond  du  Lac, 

Grant, 

Oreen, 

Green  Lake, 

Iowa, 

Jackson, 

Jefferson, 

Juneau, 

Kenosha, 

Kewaunee, 

La  Crosse, 

La  Fayette, 

Manitowoc, 

Marathon, 

Marquette, 

Milwaukee,  1st  district, 
Milwaukee,  2d  district,. 

Monroe, 

Oconto, 

Outagamie, 

Ozaukee, 

Pepin, 

Pierce, 

Polk, 

Portage, 

Racine, 

Richland, 

Rock,  1st  district, 

Rock,  2d  district, 

fit.  Croix, 

Sauk, 

Shawano, 


William  Risk, 

James  A.  Wilson, 

0.  K.Hall, 

Edward  Hicks, 

James  Imrie, 

G.  W.  Forsell, 

Ira  S.  Graves, 

Rodman  Palmer, 

John  S.  Bore, 

B.  .W.  Rosenkrans, 

P.  I.  Adams, 

0.  0.  Stearns, 

N.  E.  Goldthwait, 

Charles  Allen, 

Lorenzo  Merrill, 

William  H.  Warren,.... 

Irwin  W.  Gates, 

Carroll  Lucas, 

A.  Kidder, 

LN.  Oundall, 

B.  Gray  Purman, 

W.  C.  Green, 

A.  A.  Spencer, 

Samuel  Parks, 

J.  A.  Watrous, 

Geo.  W.   Bird, 

George  P.  Kenyon, .... 

L.  W.  Briggs, 

Lyman  Walker, 

J.  E.  Atwater, 

Chas.  B.  Jennings, 

Jere  Crowley, 

J.  Jacob  Hoffman, 

H.  S.  MiUer, 

James  F.  Bevine, 

Anson  W.  Buttles, 

0.  W.  Kellogg, 

John  Fairchild, 

John   Stephens, 

P.  K.  Gannon, 

J.  K.  Hanan, 

Baniel  Thurston, 

R.H.  Clark, 

W.  R.  Alban, 

L.  B.   Coombs, 

George  B.  Stevens, .... 

J.  L  Foot, 

0.  Mortimer  Treat, . . 

A.  H.  Weld 

Robert  B.  Crandall,.. 
A.  P.  Knapp, 


Easton, 

Odanah, 

Bayfield, 

Green  Bay, , 

Maxville, 

Wood    River, 

Gravesville, 

Chippewa  Falls, 

Neillsville, 

Columbus, ., , 

Prairie  du  Chien,. . . 
Leeds,  Columbia  Co., 

Mazomanie, 

May  ville, 

Burnett, 

Sturgeon  Bay, 

Superior, 

Waneka, . . ; 

West  Eau  Claire,... 

Rosendale, 

Lancaster, 

Monroe, 

Berlin, 

Avoca, 

Black  River  Falls,.. 

Jefferson, 

New  Lisbon, 

Ketiosha, 

Kewaunee, 

La  Crosse, 

Barlington, 

Manitowoc, 

Wausau, 

Harrisville 

Lambertou,  Racine  Co., 

Good  Hope, 

Tomah, 

Marinette, 

Appleton, 

Cedarburg, 

Burand, 

Beldenville, , 

Falls  St.  Croix,... 

Plover, 

Rochester, 

Richland   Center, 

Footville, 

Clinton, 

River  Palls,  Pierce  Co., 

Baraboo, 

Shawano,.... 
^.gitized  by 


$     860 


600 
480 
15 
475 
260 

1,000 
700 
760 
760 
600 
600 
860 
25 
700 
600 

1,600 
800 
800 
400 
700 
250 
800 
400 
600 
800 
660 

800 
300 
460 
500 
260 
600 
660 
400 
600 
150 
400 
200 
650 
800 
600 
600 
600 
650 
760 
200 


Names  of  County  Superintendents  of  Schools — continued. 


County. 

Name. 

Postoffloe. 

Salary. 

Sheboygan^ 

Ed^rard  Dreury, 

S.  S.  Luce, 

Plymouth, . . « « 

800 

Tr^nii>eAlc4ii r . . » . .  ♦ 

Galesrille, ■: 

450 

'V^ernon  ..• 

Hartwell  Allen, 

Orville  T.  Bright, 

Frederick  Regcnfuss,. .. 

Isaac  N.  Stewart, 

E.  G.  Furloni; 

Virooua. '.....». 

560 

"Walworth 

Elkhom, 

750 

WashinGTton 

West  Bend, 

1,000 

Waukesha,  

Waukesha, 

800 

'^ITanpaca 

Rural, 

500 

Waushara, 

John  Austin, 

Berlin,  Green  Lake  Co., 
Oshkosh, 

Winnebago, 

J.  E.  Hunger,  

James  W.   Harris, 

600 

Wood, 

Grand  Rapids, 

800 

A  meeting  of  County  and  City  Superintendents  was  held  at  Portage 
Git  J,  August  29th,  1866.  The  following  is  a  condensed  report  of  the 
proceedings.  The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 
Snpt  Cundall  moyed  that  Mr.  McMynn  be  the  permanent  chairman, 
which  was  carried.  Supt.  Stewart,  of  Waukesha,  was  then  elected  secre- 
tory, and  Supt.  Rosenkrans,  of  Columbia,  assistant  secretary.  On  mo- 
tion, the  secretaries  were  constituted  a  financial  committee.  The  chair- 
man then  addressed  the  Convention  as  follows  : 

Guitlkxkh: — The  number  of  County  Superintendents  here  assembled,  is  a  guaran* 
tee,  that  the  great  interest  they  are  appointed  to  guard,  is  receiying  attention,  and 
we  may  hope  that  by  a  comparison  of  views  and  an  interchange  of  opinions,  we  may 
render  our  official  action  beneficial  to  the  people. 

We  could  scarcely  desire  to  see  perfect  uniformity  of  action.  Our  social  condi- 
tion does  not  demand,  and  will  not  tolerate  a  system  that  is  perfectly  mechanical. 
Whateyer  plans  we  may  devise,  or  whatever  method  we  may  pursue,  there  must  be 
left  room  for  the  play  of  conflicting  opinions,  and  individual  characteristics.  With 
us,  government  is  made  for  the  people  and  by  the  people.  It  is  the  instrument  with 
which  they  accomplish  their  will.  It  must  always  be  subordinate  to  the  happiness  of 
those  who  create  it.  We  should  keep  in  sight  the  actual  condition  of  the  communi- 
ty for  which  we  legislate,  for  laws  adapted  to  one  people  and  a  particular  time,  are 
qaite  unfitted  to  another  people  and  a  different  time. 

In  general,  the  more  comprehensive  and  complete  we  render  our  methods,  the 
greater  the  number  of  exceptions  that  fall  under  them^  hence  the  necessity  for  pru- 
dence, skill  and  charity,  in  the  administration  of  educational  affairs. 

There  are  various  topics,  exciting  more  or  less  interest  at  this  time,  that  will  nat- 
undly  claim  your  attention.  Some  are  of  special  importance  to  us  as  citizens  and 
school  officers  of  this  State,  and  others  are  more  general  in  their  nature. .  Among 
the  subjects  of  special  interest  to  those  here  assembled,  may  be  mentioned: 

1.  School  SUUisticH  and  Records. — ^The  necessity  for  uniformity,  correctness  and 
promptness,  in  the  collection  of  statistics,  is  obvious  to  all.  But  this,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  is  uuattained,  and  perhaps  unattainable.  The  starting  point  is 
the  school.  If  the  teacher's  register  is  not  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
designed,  our  statistics  are  unreliable  and  comparatively  useless.  Among  the  sub- 
jects, then,  deserving  your  consideration,  will  be  found  school  records,  and  particif- 
l&rly  the  ieacher^$  register.  In  connection  with  this  subject  may  be  considered  the 
propriety  of  having  the  state  furnish  all  blanks  used  by  school  officers  and  teachers 
m  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties. 

2  A  SyMem  of  monthly  reports  complete  extending  from  the  teacher  to  the  State 
Superintendent,  through  the  County  Superintendent,  is  very  desirable,  but  not  yet 
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perhaps  attainable.  The  publication  of  an  abstract  of  such  reports  for  each  county, 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  would  exert  a  powerful  influence  on 
our  educational  interests. 

8.  The  Examinaiiofi  of  TeojcherB. — Heretofore,  this  examination  has  been  princi- 
pally a  written  otie,  and  conducted  by  the  County  Superintendent  alone.  It  may  be 
proper  to  consider  whether  if  may  not  be  somewhat  popularized.  If  it  should  be 
made  to  partake  more  of  an  oral  character,  and  the  Superintendent  should  associate 
with  him,  those  who  are  fitted  by  character  and  attainments,  (n  conducting  it,  there 
would  obviously  arise  certain  advantages  that  are  not  now  in  all  cases  secured.  The 
method  of  conducting  that  part  of  the  examination  relating  to  '*  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice  of  teaching,"  a  subject  now  embraced  in  the  requirements  of  a  third  grade  cer- 
tificate, is  deserving  of  attention  at  this  time. 

4.  The  Means  of  Interesting  the  People  in  Education.' — That  a  greater  interest  in  our 
schools  is  now  felt  than  ever  before,  will  not,  perhaps,  be  doubted,  but  much  of  this 
interest  is  unintelligent.  The  feeling  is  right,  but  it  must  be  guided  by  reason  and 
the  results  of  experience.  The  distribution  of  circulars  and  educational  tracts,  the 
judicious  use  of  the  newspapers,  and  addresses  to  the  people  from  time  to  time,  are 
the  well  tried  and  efficient  agencies  that  should  be  used  with  tenfold  vigor  in  time 
to  come. 

6.  A  Courw  of  Study  for  our  Common  SchooU. — Some  uniformity  in  the  studies 
pursued,  is  practicable  and  very  desirable.  The  amount  and  kind  of  oral  instruction 
to  be  given,  the  subjects  that  should  be  studied,  the  relative  importance  of  the  dif- 
ferent branches,  and  the  period  when  scholars  can  profitably  commence  the  study  of 
the  diflerent  branches  of  the  school  course,  these  are  all  of  more  or  less  importance, 
and  deserve  your  consideration. 

Among  the  subjects  of  a  more  general  character  may  be  mentioned  : 

1.  Tlie  Qualifications  that  should  be  possessed  in  order  to  secure  admission  to  our  Normal 
Scltools. — It  is  the  iiitention  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  Normal  Schools,  to  open  the 
school  located  at  Fiatteville,  immediately.  It  is,  doubtless,  their  desire  to  extend 
the  benefits  of  this,  and  the  other  schools  they  have  es'tablished,  as  widely  as  possi- 
ble. To  prevent  these  schools  from  becoming  academies  instead  of  training-schools 
for  teachers,  will  require  care  in  theirmanagement.  The  influence  that  these  schools 
shall  exert,  and  the  good  they  shall  accomplish,  will  very  much  depend  upon  the  sym- 
pathy you  extend  toward  them,  and  the  confidence  you  feel  in  them.     Such  suggos- 

'tions  in  regard  to  their  management,  organizati'on  and  scope,  as  your  observation 
and  experience  fit  you  to  make,  would  exert  an  influence  on  the  action  of  the  board 
c6ntroHing  these  institutions,  fivorable  to  the  interests  of  our  public  school.^. 

In  connection  with  these  schools,  it  is  believed  there  may  be  held  institutes  from 
time  to  time,  that  shall  tell  favorably  upon  the  character  and  attainments  of  our 
teachers,  and  it  is  believd  that  the  legislature  could,  with  great  propriety,  authorize 
the  annual  expenditure  of  a  portion  of  the  income  of  the  normal  school  fund,  in 
holding  teachers'  institutes  until  such  time  as  schools  are  established  in  sufiieient 
number  to  do  the  work,  that  for  some  time  to  come,  the  institute  alone  can  perform* 

2.  -d  more  Economical  and  Efficient  System  for  the  Managenwni  of  our  Public  Schools. 
With  little  or  no  provision  "made  for 'the  education  of  those  who  need  instruction 
beyond  the  studies  merely  elementary,  the  inquiry  naturally  arises,  whether  some 
change  in  our  system  that  shall  secure  gradation  and  a  more  extended  course  of 
study  for  our  country  towns,  may  not  be  secured.  This  has  beoi  proposed  in  what 
is  known  as  the  township  system.     The  subject  is  one  deserving  of  attention. 

8.  Cheater  Attendance  at  school — You  need  not  to  be  reminded  that  thousands  of  our 
youth  are  growing  up  vicious  and  ignorant.  How  far  laws  may  be  made  to  aid  us  in 
removing  an  evil  that  is  threatening  the  public  weal,  is  a  matter  of  practical  impor- 
tance. You  understand  the  temper  of  the  people  and  nature  of  our  institutions,  and 
your  opinion  as  to  the  practicability  of  legislation  in  connection  with  this  matter, 
should  and  would  have  great  weight. 

There  are  other  subjects  that  will  sugges't  themselves  for  your  consideration.  We 
have  much  to  encourage  us  at  this  time.  The  public  mind  is  receptive.  Recent 
legislative  action  in  this  state  has  drawn  toward  us  the  attention  of  the  whole 
country. 

The  development  of  our  normal  school  system  must  result  in  great  good  to  all  our 
educational  interests.      The  reorganization  of  our  state  university,  it  is  hoped,  will 
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secure  the  benefits  that  such  an  institution  ought  to  conrfer  upon  the  people.  Our 
high  schools,  academies  and  colleges  are  making  progress,  and  our  educational  future 
is  more  hopeful  than  ever  before. 

Superintendent  Albaa  snggested  tbc  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
whom  should  be  referred  the  chairman's  address,  letters  from  the^  various 
superintendents,  and  general  business,  with  instructions  to  report  the  as- 
mgUDient  of  the  different  subjects  to  suitable  committees.  Superintendent 
Ilosenkrans  moved  the  appointment  of  such  committee.  Carried ;  and  the 
chair  named  Superintendents  Eosenkrans,  Cundall,  Alban,  Stearns  and 
Hoffman,  as  such  committee.  The  reading  of  letters  from  superintendents 
in  the  hands  of  the  chairman  was  called  for.  A  number  of  letters  were 
read,  embodying  valuable  suggestions  aad  recommendations.  The  conven- 
tion then  took  a  recess. 

Convention  was  called  to  order.  Superintendent  Rosenkrans,  from  the 
business  committee,  reported  the  following  partial  assignment  of  subjects : 
On  examination  of  teachers,  Superintendent  Hooker,  and  Prof.  C.  H. 
Allen  of -the  normal  school;  on  compensation  of  county  superintendents, 
Superintendents  Alban  and  Harris;  on  school  houses  and  appendages,  Su- 
perintendent Eosenkrans  and  Prof.  C.  H.  Allen;  on  means  of  interesting 
the  people,  Superintendents  Cundall  and  Hooker;  on  course  of  study  for 
common  schools,  Prof.  C.  H.  Allen  and  Superintendent  Graves;  on  Satur- 
day schools  and  the  school  month,  Superintendents  Palmer  and  Stearns. 

Superintendent  McMynn  then  answered  several  questions  which  had 
been  submitted  to  him.     Adjourned  till  half-past  two  P.  M. 

A7TEBN00N      SESSION. 

Convention  called  to  order  by  the  chairman.  Eoll  was  called.  The 
State  Superintendent  answered  several  further  questions  proposed  by  super- 
intendents. The  general  business  committee  then  completed  their  report 
as  follows : 

On  school  legislation.  Superintendents  Eosenkrans  and  Cundall;  on 
teachers'  certificates.  Superintendents  Bright  and  Crandall;  on  supp<Nrt  of 
teachers'  institutes,  Superintendents  McMynn  and  Hooker;  on  increased 
attendance  of  scholars.  Superintendents  Hoffman  and  Steams. 

Beport  adopted. 

Superintendent  Stbarns  submitted  a  report  of  the  committee  on  Satur- 
day schools  and  the  school  month,  as  follows : 

SCHOOLS  ON  SATURDAYS,  XTO. 

Tonr  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  schools  on  Saiurdays  should  be  discon- 
tinned,  for  the  following  reasons : 

Ist.  Scholars  need  one  day  in  the  week  to  make  preparations  fpr^their,attendance 
during  the  remainder  of  the  week.  «    --  -.  ^ 


82 

2d.    This  arrangement  would  make  the  attendance  more  uniform  and  regular. 
Sd.     The  yacation  of  a  day  from  the  duties  of  the  school  room  in  each  week,  will 
be  for  the  advantage  of  the  pupils  as  respects  their  progress  in  their  studies. 

The  school  month  should,  we  think,  be  made  to  consist  of  twenty  days,  and 
teachers  ought  to  be  prohibited  from  making  up  lost  time  on  Saturdays. 

0.  0.  STEARNS, 
RODMAN  PALMER. 
'  Committee. 

After  discussion  the  report  was  adopted  as  the  opinion  of  the  conven- 
tion. Superintendent  Alban,  from  committee  on  compensation  of  county 
superintendents,  submitted  the  following;  report : 

COMPENSATION  OV   OOUNTT  SUPBRINTBNDBNTS 

Tour  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  compensation  of  county  superintend- 
ents, respectfully  report  as  follows: 

The  law  creating  the  office  of  county  superintendent,  prescribes  his  duties  as  fol- 
lows: (See  sec.  92,  p.  47,  Code.)  It  will  be  seen  at  once  that  the  law  contemplates 
that  theperson  who  is  selected  as  superintendent  of  schools,  should  be  a  man  of  extra 
attainments,  literary  and  scientific,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  discharge  properly  the 
duties  of  his  office. 

In  addition  to  this,  it  will  be  readily  conceded  by  all  whose  opinions  on  that  sub- 
are  worth  anything,  that  he  should  be  a  nan  who  has  made  the  subject  of  the  educa- 
tion of  the  masses  a  deep  and  long  continued  study,  in  order  that  he  may  t>e  able  to 
advise  correctly  in  relation  to  all  matters  pertaining  to  common  schools.  Further, 
coming  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  superintendent,  with  all  the  attainments, 
literary,  scientific  and  otherwise,  which  the  law  appears  to  contemplate,  the  super- 
intendent  must  be  a  man  of  progress. 

In  the  absence  of  nil  experience  on  this  subject,  the  bare  recital  of  the  duties  of 
county  superintendent  as  prescribed  by  the  laws,  shows  that  the  efficient  perform- 
ance of  these  duties  involves  a  large  amount  of  labor. 

In  order  to  determine  the  question  of  compensation  of  superintendents,  let  us 
compare  their  compensation  with  that  received  by  other  county  officers,  requiring  a 
much  smaller  amount  of  scientific  and  general  knowledge,  and  no  more  labor.  In 
the  county  of  Columbia,  the  county  which  appears  to  be  among  the  most  liberal  in 
this  respect  of  the  counties  of  the  state,  the  county  treasurer  and  the  clerk  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  receive  each  a  salary  of  |1,500,  while  their  accomplished  and 
very  efficient  superintendent  receives  |1,000.  In  the  county  of  Portage,  with  a  pop- 
ulation of  8,000  and  about  70  schools,  the  present  incumbent  of  the  office  of  super- 
intendent receives  a  salary  which  nets  |500,  while  the  treasurer  and  clerk  of  the 
board  each  receive  $1,200.  A  comparison  extending  throughout  the  state  would,  in 
the  opinion  of  your  committee,  show  similar  results.  Your  coinniitte,  therefore,  rec- 
ommend that  this  convention  adopt  the  following  resolution: 

Jiewlvedy  That  in  view  of  the  paramount  importance  of  the  subject  of  common 
school  education,  and  the  beneficial  influence  of  an  intelligent  and  faithful  super- 
Tision  of  our  public  schools,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  law  making  power  of  our  state  to 
so  modify  the  law  as  to  give  the  county  superintendent  of  schools,  such  compensa- 
tion as  will  enable  him  to  discharge  his  duties  in  such  a  manner  as  to  raise  such 
schools  to  that  point  of  efficiency  which  the  public  good  demands. 

W.  R.  ALBAN, 
J.  W.  HARRIS, 

OommiUm, 

The  resolution  was  adopted.     The  convention  then  took  a  recess. 

Convention  was  called  to  order.  Superintendent  Coombs  offered  a  res- 
olution relative  to  furnishing  schools  with  outline  maps  and  apparatus,  in 
certain  cases.  After  discussion  at  some  length,  it  was  referred  to  a  spec- 
ial committee,  consisting  of  Superintendents  Bosen^rans  and  Coombs. 


Superintendent  Cundall,  of  oommittee  on  sohool  legislation,  offered  a 
partial  report,  which  was  on  motion,  recommitted.  Superintendent  Hook- 
er read  a  partial  report  from  oommittee  on  examination  of  teachers.  On 
motion,  the  sentiment  of  the  report  was  adopted,  and  the  oommittee  was 
instrueted  to  put  it  in  the  form  of  a  resolution  and  perfect  the  report. 

Adjourned  till  half  past  soven  to  meet  at  the  court  house. 

BYBNING  SESSION. 

Convention  was  called  to  order.  Superintendent  Cundall  presented  a  re- 
port from  the  committee  on  school  legislation,  which  was  adopted,  as  fol- 
lows : 

SCHOOL    LEGISLATION. 

Whereas,  The  length  of  time  which  will  be  required  to  put  Normal  Schools  in 
operation  so  that  the  system  will  be  developed  over  the  whole  state,  will  be  so  great 
as  to  make  the  demand  imperative  that  some  means  be  adopted  to  meet  the  wants  of 
those  parts  of  the  state  left  unprovfded  for ;  and 

Whereas,  Normal  instraction,  such  as  may  profitably  be  given  in  Institute  exer- 
cises, is  the  pressing  need  of  a  large  class  of  the  teachers,  and  the  need  most  pressing 
in  those  parts  of  the  state  likely  to  be  obliged  to  wait  longest  for  a  supply ;  there- 
fore, 

Jietolwd,  That  the  educational  interests  of  the  state  will  be  subserved  by  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Professors  in  the  Normal  Schools,  with  such  assistants  as  may  be  re- 
quired, a  part  of  each  year  in  general  institute  work  and  by  the  application  of  apart 
of  the  income  of  the  normal  school  fund  for  this  purpose ;  and  that  we  request  the 
legislature  to  Authorize  the  board  of  normal  school  regents  to  appropriate  such 
portion  of  the  income  of  the  fund  as  they  may  deem  advisable  for  this  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  half  past  eight  on  Friday  piorning. 

HOBNINO  SESSION. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Moved  by  Supt.  Cundall  that  Prof.  0. 
H.  Allen  be  appointed  engrossing  committee,  to  prepare  proceedings  for 
publication.  Carried.  He  further  moved  that  all  blanks,  circulars,  dec, 
used  by  the  different  uounty  superintendents  be  considered  common  proper- 
ty. Carried.  Supt.  Hooker,  from  oommittee  on  qualifications  for  enter- 
ing normal  sohouls,  made  a  report.  An  amendment  was  offered  changing 
ihe  age  to  "fifteen  for  females  and  sixteen  for  males."  Lost.  Prof.  C. 
H.  Allen  moved  to  change  to  **  sixteen  for  both  sexes,"  which  was  lost. 
Report  was  then  adopted  as  follows  : 

QUALIFICATIONS  FOB  ADMISSION  TO  TBX  STATE  IfOBVAL  SCHOOL. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  *'  qualifications  for  admission 
to  the  state  normal  schools,"  respectfully  report : 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  none  but  those  intending  to  become 
teachers,  and  who  possess  good  health,  good  minds  and  good  hearts,  should  be  admit- 
ted as  students  in  our.  state  normal  schools,  and  that  the  benefits  of  these  schools 
be  as  widely  distributed  as  possible. 

The  following  resolutions  are  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  convention  : 

lUtolved^  That  this  convention  learn  with  great  satisfaction  that  a  normal  school  is 
Boon  to  be  opened,  and  we  pledge  our  individual  co-operation  with  the  regents  in 
their  efforts  to  provide  teachers  for  our  public  schopls. 

Heaolvedy  That,  1.  Males  should  be  eighteen  and  females  seventeen  years  of  age.  3. 
Candidates  should  furniah  evidence  of  good  health  and  of  ability  to  discharge  the  da- 
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tios  of  teachers  after  leaviog  the  school.  3.  Thej  should  furnish  conclusive  evidence  of 
good  moral  character.  4.  They  should  pa«8  an  examination  in  spelling,  writing, 
reading,  arithmetic,  geography,  and  the  elements  of  English  grammar.  5.  A  pledge 
should  be  required  oi  all  candidates  that  they  will  teach  at  Yeast  three  years  in  the 
iCate  after  leaving  the  normal  school.  J.  G.  M cMYNN, 

S.  L.  HOOKER, 

Committee. 

It  was  moved  by  Snpt.  Stewart  that  the  committee  on  school  legislation^ 

1^  continued,   with  power  to  act  during  the  recess  of  the  convention.  ' 

Carried.  Snpt.  Hooker  presentedithe  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Enohedy  That  I.  N.  Stewart,  J.  6.  McMynn  and  D.  W.  Rosen krans,  be,  and  are 
hereby  authorized  a  comipittee  to  procure  and  engross  in  a  suitable  form,  and  in  a 
good  and  substantial  book  procured  for  the  purpose,  the  records  of  the  previous 
meetings  of  the  county  superintendents  of  the  state. 

Report  of  committee  on  libraries  was  presented  by  Supt.  Crandall.  Ee* 
port  as  amended  was  then  adopted  as  follows  :      ^ 

LIBRABIES. 

Your  committee  on  libraries  beg  leave  to  report  by  resolution,  as  follows: 

Ist.  Revdvedy  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  convention,  that  this  matter  has  here- 
tofore been  greatly  neglected  by  the  minority  of  those  interested,  to  the  detriment 
of  education  throughout  the  state. 

2d.  Retolvedy  That  libraries,  judiciously  selected  for  the  use  of  the  patrons  and 
scholars  of  the  several  districts,  may  be  made  one  of  the  most  efficacious  means  of 
education  that  can  be  devised. 

8d.  JResolvedy  That  the  amount  authorized  by  law  to  be  raised  by  taxation  for  the 
purchase  of  district  li'braries  should  be  raised  to  seventy-five  dollars.. 

4th.  Jiesokedy  That,  in  addition  to  the  amount  above  specified,  at  least  ten  per 
cent,  of  the  school  fund  apportioned  yearly  to  each  district,  should  be  set  apart  for 
this  purpose. 

5th.  Jietolvedy  That  the  board  of  regents  of  normal  schools  should  publish  a  suffi- 
eient  and  suitable  list  of  books  for  district  libraries;  and  that  district  boards  be 
directed  to  select  from  this  list.  R.  B.  CRANDALL, 

L.  B.  COOMBS, 

CommiUee. 

The  following  report  of  Supt.  Hoffman,  from  committee  on  increased  at- 
tendance, was  received  and  adopted  : 

ATTENDANCE  AT  SCHOOLS. 

Your  committee  on  the  question  *'  how  to  increase  the  attendance  on  our  public 
schools,*'  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Hesolvedy  That  good  school  houses,  well  furnished,  and  fitted  up  with  pleasant  sur- 
roundings; parents  aroused  to  the  importance  of  educating  their  children  by  earnest 
addresses  on  the  subject  by  superintendents  and  teachers ;  competent  and  winning 
teachers,  faithfully  performing  their  duties ;  energetic  superintendents  deeply  inter, 
ested  in  th^^work  of  education,  together  with  the  earnest  co-operation  of  the  state 
saperintendent,  will  secure  to*a  great  extent  the  desired  result. 

J.  JACOB  HOFFMAN, 
0.  0.  STEARNS, 

CommiUee. 
Beport  of  committee  on  examinations,  received  and  adopted : 

EXAMINATION   OT  TEACHERS. 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  president's  address  re- 
lating to  the  examination  of  teachers,  respectfully  report : 
That  the  object  of  the  examination  is  to  determine — 
JPinL  What  the  teacher  knows. 
8$0(md,  What  the  teacher  can  do.  C^r^r\n]o 
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To  obUin  information  upon  these  two  points,  it  seems  to  us  best  tha^  the  superin- 
tendent have  recourse  to  ioih  written  and  oral  examinations.  Written  examinations 
caa  hardlj  be,  with  profit,  superseded  by  oral  examinations  for  the  following 
reasons: 

1.  Applicants  can  prepare  their  answers  with  more  deliberation,  and  with  less 
embanrassment. 

%  Mach  more  can  be  done  in  a  given  time  and  more  uniform  questions  can  be  sub- 
mitted. 

3.  The  superintendent,  having  time,  can  more  carefully  consider  the  answe^  given, 
and  arrive  at  more  correct  results. 

4.  The  filing  of  the  written  answers  constitutes  the  only  protection 'which  the  sa* 
perintendent  has  against  charges  of  partiality  and  ii\juatice.  Other  considerations 
suggest  themselves  which  your  committee  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  discuss,  owing  to 
the  shortness  of  our  session,  but  among  them  may  be  mentioned  the  important  Hict, 
that  the  written  examination  shows  to  the  examiner  much  more  than  the  simple  an- 
fivrers  to  questions  submitted.  The  penmanship,  orthography,  punctuation  and  style 
of  an  applicant  are  by  no  means  minor  considerations  in  deciding  upon  his  qualifica- 
tions.. Tour  committee  would,  however,  by  no  means  discard  oral  examinationy. 
These,  by  their  nature,  better  attain  the  second  object  of  the  examination  by  show- 
ing more  clearly  what  the  applicant  can  do.  We  tnerefore  heartily  endorse  the  sug- 
gestions of  superintendent  -McHynn  in  reference  to  endeavoring  to  popularize  ex- 
aminations.* Our  own  experience  bas  demonstrated  to  us  that  the  presence  and  as- 
sistance of  qualified  persons  contribute  much  to  the  interest  and  profit  of  an  exam- 
ination. The  oral  examination  should  not  be  made  up  merely  of  questions  and  an- 
swers, but  should  consist  in  part,  at  least,  of  demonstratioa  and  explanation  from 
maps,  globes  or  blackboard. 

Your  committee  submit  the  fbllowing  suggestions  in  reference  to  methods  of  ex- 
amination. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  an  improvement  can  be  made  in  the  matter  of  the  ques- 
tions submitted. 

So  far  as  your  committee  is  aware,  the  custom  has  been  to  submit  to  the  applicant 
^re  or  ten  questions  and  require  him,  in  order  to  secure  the  highest  grade  upon  his 
certificate,  to  aaswer  fully  all  these  questions.  It  seems  to  us  that  the  results  desired 
might  be  better  attained  by  submitting  7  or  14  questions^  allowing  the  applicant  to 
elect  6  out  of  7  or  10  out  of  14,  and  answer  these,  thereby  obtaining  a  grade  of  100. 

It  may  be  urged  in  ikvor  of  this,  first,  that  in  many  of  the  subjects  upon  which 
examinations  are  made,  there  is  much  of  mere  technical  knowledge  required,  and  the 
mere  temporary  inability  to  recall  such  knowledge,  isno^an  evidence  of  incompeten- 
cy- ^y  giving  the  applicant  the  election  between  questions,  although  they  may  be 
of  equal  difl^culty,  better  justice  would  be  done. 

Second,  It  givee  the  examiner  the  opportunity  to  ask  what  may  properly  be  called 
^'saggestive,  or  directing"  questions,  not  so  much  for  the  purpose  of  having  them 
answered,  as  to  point  out  to  teachers  subjects  or  points  for  future  study.  This  is  a 
consideration  by  no  means  to  be  lost  sight  of. 

The  subject  of  "Theory  and  Practice  of  Teaching,"  also  mentioned  as  a  part  of 
examinations,  seems  naturally  to  divide  itself  into  two  heads.  Examinations  under 
either  of  these  must  be  very  limited  until  more  accessible  means  of  qualifications 
are  provided.  The  applicant's  theory  can  be  drawn  out  by  questions  pertaining  to 
the  various  duties  of  the  school  room,  and  to  his  method  of  accomplishing  certain 
results.  Some  knowledge  of  his  philosephy  oi  education  (if  he  has  any)  may  be  ob- 
tained in  this  way.  At  all  events,  the  examiner  can  find  whether  the  applicant  has 
ever  read  any  educational  books  or  periodical^information  of  value  in  determining 
hie  fitness  to  teach.  .  * 

If  this  be  found  radically  wrong  his  certificate  should  be  annnlled. 

Tour  committee  submit  the  foUowing  resolutions  as  a  condensed  summary  of  the 
above  report : 

1.  jResdved^  That  in  the  examination  of  applicants,  Superintendents  most  rely 
chiefly  u|^n  the  written  examination  as  a  test  of  scholarship. 

2.  Rs^viwd^  That  by  submitting  to  the  candidate  an  extra  number  of  questions 
itom  which  he  may.  select  a  fixed  number  to  answer,  more  just  and  satisfactory  re- 
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suits  may  be  reached   than  by  the  present  custom,  and  the  examiner  may  thus 
the  more  reasonably  insist  that  '^  the  answers  be  correct  ii^fact  and  in  form." 

8.  Hesolved^  That  as  oral  exercises  enable  the  examiner  the  more  clearly  to  judge 
of  the  manner,  facility  of  oral  expression,  clearness  of  explanation,  and  spirit  of  the 
candidates, Hhey  should  exercise  a  strongly  mo.difying  influence  on  the  result  of  the 
written  exercises. 

4.  Resolved^  That  the  oral  exercises  should  embrace  not  only  the  ordinary  ques- 
tions upon  the  theory  of  teaching,  but  also  the  ability  to  use  properly,  globes,  maps, 
and  other  apparatus. 

6.  JUaahedy  That  while  the  Superintendent  should  be  satisfied  in  regard  to  the 
theory  of  the  candidate,  yet  he  cannot  judge  of  the  ability  to  apply  such  theory  un- 
til he  has  seen  the  teacher  in  the  school  room,  and  therefore  the  grading  of  this 
item  upon  the  certificate  should  be  deferred  until  the  school  has  been  visited. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

S.  L.  HOOKER, 
C.  H.  ALLEN, 

Committee. 

Report  of  Prof.  C.  H.  Allen,  from  committee  on  school  houses  and  ap- 
pendages, was  read  and  adopted : 

SOHOOL  HOUSES. 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  school  houses  and  school 
house  appendages,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

The  fact  that  a  large,  if  not  respectable  minority  of  the  school  houses  of  the  state 
are  unfit  to  be  used  by  man  or  beast,  and  that  many  others  are  greatly  deficient  in 
the  requisites  for  conducting  a  good  and  efficient  school,  shows  that  there  is  a  neces- 
sity for  some  action,  on  the  part  of  educators,  in  this  direction.  Your  committee 
believe  that  this  action  may  well  be  two-fold  : 

Firsts  The  enlightenment  of  the  public  mind  upon  the  subject  of  school  houses  ; 
by  disseminating  more  rational  views  upon  plans  of  construction,  convenient  out- 
houses, and  good  school  yards;  that  the  public  should  be  made  to  see  the  practica- 
bility, if  not  the  necessity,  of  making  the  school  the  most  commodious  and  attrac- 
tive house  in  the  district,  and  that  in  this  field  of  labor,  teachers,  superintendents 
and  other  friends  of  education,  can  find  work  ever  at  hand,  which  they  should  do 
with  diligence.  ^ 

Second^  Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  same  reason  which  renders  it 
necessary  to  demand  a  qualified  tdacher  in  a  district  before  participating  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  public  funds,  at  least  suggests  the  propriety  of  requiring  a  suitable 
school  house  in  which  to  hold  the  sessions  of  the  school. 

We  therefore  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  resolutions  : 

Jiesolvedj  That  it  is  the  duty  of  educators  to  use  great  diligence  in  urging  upon  the 
public  the  necessity  of  constructing  large,  commodious,  well  ventilated,  comfortable 
and  attractive  school  houses,  with  suitable  outbuildings  and  appliances. 

Jteaolved,  That  the  county  Superintendent,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  county 
judge',  should  have  power  to  <;otie^n  unsuitable  school  houses  and  require  the  district 
to  repair  the  old,  or  erect  new  houses,  and  that  when  this  requisition  is  not  compli- 
ed with  in  a  reasonable  time,  the  district  should  be  deprived  of  its  apportionment 
of  public  funds. 

D.  W.  ROSENKRANS, 
CHAS.  H.  ALLEN, 
#  Committee. 

Gonyention  adjourned  till  a  quarter  to  two,  P.  M. 

APTXBNOOir  Sbssion. 
Called  to  order.     Beport  of   committee  on  teachers'   certificates,  wai 
pres^ted  and  adopted  as  follows . 
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TXACHBRS'  GBRTiriGATES. 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  resolution  as  their  report: 
^etohedj  That  first-grade  certificates  should  be  issued  by  the  Board  of  Normal 
School  Regents  and  be  for  the  state ;  and  be  perpetual,  subject  only  to  annulment ; 
and  should  be  giren  on  the  recommendation  of  a  county  superintendent,  showing 
that  the  applicant  has  taught  successfully  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  thirty  months, 
and  such  exanunation  as  said  Board  may  direct. 

2d,  That  the  second-grade  be  made  what  the  first-grade  now  is. 
Srd,  That  the  third-grade  be  good  for  the  county  for  one' year. 

0.  T.  BRIGHT, 
R.  B.  CRANDALL, 

Committee 

Frof.  C.  n.  AUeu  read  a  report  from  the  committee  on  course  of  study 

for  common  schools,  which  was  adopted.     The  report  was  left  with  the 

committee  to  be  re-written  for  publication.     Supt.    Bosenkrans  reported 

from  the  special  committee  on  school  apparatus,  &c.,  which  was  adopted 

SOnOOL    APPARATUS. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  respecting  the  means  of  sup- 
plying blackboards,  out-line  maps  and  other  school  requisites,  respectfully  report,  and 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  : 

WhereoA,  Many  of  our  schools  are  inadequately  provided  with  blackboards,  outline 
maps  and  apparatus,  and  the  people  and  district  boards  are  not  opposed  to  the  use 
of  such  requisites,  but  the  lack  is  attributable  to  negligence, 

ReMitfedy  That  the  county  superintendent  should  be  authorized  to  notify  district 
boards  of  the  need  of  blackboards,  outline  maps  and  other  requisites,  ifhere  such 
need  exists,  and  if  such  boards  shall  neglect  to  provide  such  requisites  for  ninety 
days,  then  the  county  superintendent  should  be  authorized  to  provide  such  requisites 
at  the  expense  of  the  district,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  a  reasonable  percentage  of  the 
amount  usually  expended  annually  for  school  purposes. 

D.  W.  ROSENKRANS, 
L.  D.  COOMBS, 

Committee. 

A  resolution  was  presented  by  Supt.  Hoffman  and  adopted  as  follows  : 

Resolved^  That  this  convention  expresses  its  regret  that  a  number  of  our  co-labor- 
ers in  the  cause  of  education  are  not  able  to  be  present ;  and  that  acknowledging 
the  courtesy  shown  to  the  convention  by  sending  in  their  excuses  and  suggestions, 
it  earnestly  hopes  they  will  be  able  to  unite  with  this  body  in  its  labors  at  the  next 
session. 

Resolution  presented  by  Supt.  Alban,  and  adopted  : 

Rnotveci,  That  the  thanks  of  this  couventioa  are  due  to  Supt.  Rosenkrans,  for  his 
^ood  offices  in  procuring  suitable  accommodations  for  the  members  of  this  conven- 
tion, while  attending  it,  and  procuring  free  passes  to'  their  several  homes. 

Moved  and  carried  to  adjourn,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  committee. 

I.  N.  SrEWART, 
D.  W.  ROSENKRANS, 

Secretaries.     , 

The  foregoing  recommendations  are  deserving  of  careful  consideration 
«8  being  the  result  of  the  observation  and  experience  of  earnest,  thought- 
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fal  and  practical  men,  who  know  the  wishes  and  reflect  the  opinions  of  the 
friends  of  public  schools  throughout  the  state. 


STATE  TEACHERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  fourteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  at  Eipon, 
commencing  July  25th  and  continuing  three  days.  Prof.  8.  D.  G-aylord, 
of  Sheboygan,  presided.  The  Association  was  welcomed  by  Hon.  A.  M. 
Skeels,  Mayor  of  Ripon,  and  the  citizens  of  the  place  spared  no  effort  to 
make  the  sessions  pleasant  as  well  as  profitable  to  those  in  attendance. 
The  number  of  teachers  present  was  larger  than  usual,  and  the  discussions 
were  earnest  and  instructive. 

The  Governor  of  the  State  addressed  the  Association.  This  recognition 
of  its  importance,  on  the  part  of  General  Fairchild,  was  fully  appreciated 
by  those  who  had  labored  to  oromote  its  prosperity  in  years  gone  by. 

Lectures  and  addresses  wc  c  delivered  by  Prof.  S.  D.  Gaylord,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Association,  John  9.  McMynn,  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction, Alexander  Kerr,  of  1  cloit,  Prof.  Merrill,  of  Ripon  College,  Dr. 
J.  W.  Hoyt,  Secretary  of  the  Wi  eonsin  Agricultural  Society,  Dr.  0.  B. 
Chapman,  of  Cincinnati,  Mr.  A.  G.  Abbott,  James  McAllister,  Esq.,  and 
0.  M..  Baker,  of  Milwaukee. 

Among  the  resolutions  adopted  by  t  Le  Association  were  the  following  : 

JResohfedf  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  memorial  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  expressing  the  eainest  desire  of  this  association,  for 
the  passage  of  the  bill  creating  a  National  Bureau  of  Education,  and  that  said  com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  sign  said  memorial,  on  behalf  of  this  association,  and  for- 
ward it  to  our  Senators  for  presentation  to  the  Sen.ite.  • 

Hesolved^  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  be  requested  to  embody  in 
the  school  code,  or  publish  in  separate  book  form,  a  scries  of  questions  and  answers, 
covering  points  which  have  arisen  under  the  school  law  and  which  are  likely  to 
arise. 

Eesolveti,  That,  ip  the  opinion  of  this  association,  the  evil  of  non-attendance  can 
only  be  reached  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  law,  and  that  the  right  of  taxation  for  the 
support  of  public  schools,  implies  the  right  of  a  judicious  and  economical  expendi- 
ture of  that  money  for  the  public  good,  and  that  this  can  be  attained  only  by  the  en- 
actment of  a  law  that  shall  require  all  the  children  of  the  state,  over  sev<»n  and  un- 
der fifteen  years  of  age,  to  attend  some  school  at  least  five  months  in  each  year. 

^teaolvedy  That  this  association  do  request  the  state  legislature  to  change  the  time 
of  holding  the  election  for  county  superintendents  from  the  general  election  in  No- 
vember to  the  municipal  and  town  elections  in  April,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding 
political  influence  in  the  choice  of  these  officers. 

Jiesolved^  That  the  salary  of  county  superintendents  should  be  made  commensu- 
rate with  their  duties,  so  that  they  may  be  able,  without  detriment  to  themselves,  to 
devote  their  time,  talents  and  energy  to  the  improvement  of  our  common  schools. 

A  communication  was  laid  before  the  Association  from  Prof.  R.  C. 

Spencer,  Principal  of  the  "  Spencerian  Business  College,"  at  Milwaukee, 

offering  a  free  scholarship  in  that  institution  to  each  person  graduating  at 
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the  head  of  his  class  in  anj  High  School,  Aoademj  or  Collegiate  School  in 
this  State.  The  Association  tendered  its  thanks  to  Prof.  Spencer,  for 
his  generous  offer,  and  appointed  a  committee,  of  which  F.  0.  Pomeroj, 
City  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Milwaukee,  is  chairman,  with  instruclionfl 
to  carry  out  the  plan  suggested  in  the  proposition. 

The  officers  of  the  Association'  for  the  present  year  are  as  fdlows  :  • 

President — 0.  M.  Baker,  Milwaukee. 

(  J.  T.  LovKWKLL,  Prairie  du  Chien, 

Vice  Presidents — |  LuCT  B.  Foote,  Spring  Prairie, 
(  R.  A.  BuBRiTT,  Manitowoc. 

Secretary — ^Warren  D.  Parker,  Monroe. 

Treasurer — Arthur  Everett,  Oshkosh. 

Alexander  Ebrr,  Beloit, 
S.  D.  Gatlord,  Shehoygan, 
A.  J.  Craig,  Madison, 
F.  C.  PoHEROT,  Milwaukee, 
I.  N.  CuNDALL,  Rosendale. 


Executive  Committee — * 


NORMAL    SCHOOLS. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  report  from  thiti  department,  proposals  for  looat* 
ing  State  Normal  Schools  were  hefore  the  Board  of  Regents  of  Normal 
Schools,  but  no  definite  action  had  been  taken. 

The  following  abstract  of  the  bids  or  proposals,  laid  before  the  board 
for  consideration,  is  interesting  as  showing  a  clear  appreciation  of  the  ben- 
efits to  be  deriv&d  from  Normal  Schools. 

Baraboo  offered  a  a'de  and^|10,000  in  cash,  together  wrth  the  Baraboo  Collegiate 
Institute  building  and  grounds.  General  Starks,  in  addition  to  this,  offered  130 
acres  of  wood  land,  3^  miles  from  Baraboo. 

Berlin,  offered  a  siie  and  $80,000  in  cash^ 

F<md  du  Lae  offered  a  «t/e,  $30,000  in  cash  and  the  use  of  the  city  High  Schooi 
building  until  the  completion  of  the  Normal  School  building. 

Oeneva  offered  to  donate  the  buildings  and  grounds  of  Geneva  Seminary. 

Milwaukee  offered  an  hnproved  sUe^  $25,000  in  annuaji  payments  of  $6,000  each,  and 
$6,000  in  annuaUpayments  of  $3,000  eao>i,  ot' $31,000,  and  the  use  of  a  school  build- 
ing until  the  completion  of  the  Normal  School  building. 

JTeenahAnd  M^nasha  offered  a  site  and  $30,000  in  cash. 

Ontro  offered  a  site  and  $30,000  in  cash. 

OsMfOih  offered  a  tdle  and  $30,000  in  cash. 

FtaUeviUe  offered  the  Platteville  Academy  and  grounds,  $1,100  to  be  used  in  repairs, 
and  $5,000  in  cash. 

PrairtB  du  Chien  offered  the  building  and  grounds  now  known  as  Prairie  du  Ghiea 
College. 

Jiacine  offered  an  improved  mte  and  $28,000  in  cash. 

Sheboygan  offered  a  site  and  proposed  to  erect  a  building  according  to  plans  fur* 
nished  by  the  Board,  free  of  expense  to  the  State. 

JSUwghion  offered  a  n/e,  $36,000  in  cash,  and  40  acres  of  woodland  near  the  Tillage. 
Wanpun  offered  a  site  and  $12,000  in  cash. 

WhUewater  offered  a  site  and  $26,000  in  cash. 

Trempealeau  offercfd  a  aite  of  five  acres  and  $11|600  in  cash.      AC^r\na](> 
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The  Board,  on  tbe  2nd  of  Maj  last,  voted  to  locate  a  Normal  School  at 
Whitewater,  and  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month  it  was  determined  to  lo- 
cate another  at  ^  Plat teville.  Oshkosh,  Stonghton  and  Sheboygan  were 
designated  bj  the  Board  as  suitable  places  at  which  to  establish  Normal 
Schools.  The  school  at  Platteville  was  opened  on  the  9th  of  October  and 
a  report  cohering  its  first  term,  will  be  found  in  the  appendix.  The  Board 
are  now  erecting  the  building  at  Whitewater,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
Normal  School  there  maj  be  opened  during  the  next  year.  No  steps  have 
been  taken  towards  erecting  buildings  at  other  points,  but  the  site  at 
Stoughton  has  been  selected. 

The  Normal  Department  of  the  State  University  is  in  successful  opera- 
tion, and  a  report  for  the  year  ending  Juhe  27  is  printed  in  the  appendix. 

The  Normal  School  Fund,  on  the  80th  day  of  September  last,  was  as 

follows : — 

Amount  due  on  certificates  of  Bal« $122, 832  42 

Amount  due  on  mortgages 130 ,  167  50 

Certificates  of  State  indebtedness 346 ,000  00 


Total  productive  fund $598,999  92 

The  following  statement,  taken  from  the  State  Treasurer's  report,  shows 
the  transactions  in  the  Normal  School  Fund  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
September  30th,  1866. 


Date. 


Receipts/ 


DisbursemHs. 


1866. 
Oct.  1.., 

1866. 
Sept.  80.. 
..  80.. 
'  ..80., 
..  80.. 
..  80. 
..  80.. 
..  80.. 
..  80.. 
..  80.. 
..  80.. 
..  80. 
..    80., 


80., 
80.. 
80., 


Balance  in  Fund . 


Payments  on  lands  and  loans .* 

Taxes  on  Normal  School  Lands 

Penalty  for  nbn -payment  of  interest  and  adv. 

Trespass  penalty  on  timber  lands 

Transfer  from  School  Fund 

Transfer  from  Drainage  Fund 

Invested  in  Wisconsin  Bonds 

Delinquent  taxes  paid  to  counties 

Refunded  payments 

J.  B.  Pradt,  for  services 

Printing 

Transfer  to  General  Fund 

Transfer  to  Swamp  Land  Fund,  being  amount 
due  on  partition  of  Swamp  Land  Fund,  under 
Chapter  587,  Laws  of  1865 

•Transfer  to  Drainage  Fund 

Over  payment 


$4,845  05 

77,308  60 
4,165  97 
810  06 
102  51 
418  27 
226  66 


6,446  83 


$66,080  00 

8,674  95 

128  80 

25  00 

4  44 

1,020  00 


2,173  48 
19,417  82 


$98,323  44 


$93,328  44 


*  $10,000  of  this  amount  was  to  reimburse  the  Drainage  Fund  for  investments  in 
Certificates  of  Indebtedness  in  1865 ;  $9,409  74  is  one-half  of  the  claim  of  the 
Drainage  Fund  on  the  Normal  School  Fund,   on  the  partition  made  under  Chapter 

587,  Law8ori865:  $7  68  to  correct  erroneous  credit.  C^r\r\n]o 
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The  transactions  ia  the  Normal  School  Fund  Income,  during  th»  year 
ending  September  30, 1866,  were  as  follows  : 


Date. 


1865 
Oct.  1 
1866 
Sept  30 
..  80 
..  80 
..  80 


80 
30 
30 
80 
30 
30 
80 
30 
80 
30 
80 
30 
30 
30 
80 


Balance  in  the  fand. 


Interest  on  land  and  loans 

•Donation  from  the  town  of  Whitewater. . . 

Trespass  penalty  on  timber  lands 

Transfer  from  General  Fund  in  payment  of 
interest  on  State  Bonds  and  Certificates  of 
Indebtedness 

Transfer  from  Swamp  Land  Fund  Income . . . 

do School  Fund  Income 

do Drainage  .  .do 

Paid  Clerks  in  Land  Department 

Paid  Agents  for  protecting  lands 

Printing  and  advertising 

Mileage  of  Regents 

Expenses  of  Regents 

Refunded  payments 

Paid  Architects 

Attorneys'  fees  in  suits  on  Loan  Notes 

Transfer  to  School  Fund  Income 

do.  .Uniyersity.  .do 

do.  .Drainage  . .  .do 

do do do 

Balance  in  the  fund 


Receipts. 


Disbursem^ts. 


110,270  29 

18,289  83 

20,000  00 

849  41 


30,466  61 

102  46 

196  25 

.      87  92 


179,701  23 


$3,638  00 

1,995  52 

907  04 

316  00 

516  61 

496  58 

900  00 

864  64 

13,254  87 

624  60 

87  80 

9  52 

66,940  20 


$79,701  28 


The  Report  of  the  Bo&rd  of  Regents  of  Normal  Schools  made,'  as  re- 
quired bj  Section  10,  Chapter  116  of  the  General  Laws  of  1866,  will  be 
foand  in  the  Appendix,  and  to  it  the  Legislature  is  respectfully  referred 
for  "  a  full  and  detailed  account  of  the  doings  of  the  Board,  and  of  all 
their  expenditures,  and  of  all  moneys  received,"  and  for  such  suggestions 
as  their  experience  leads  them  tp  make. 

TEACHERS'    INSTITUTES. 

Institutes  hayd  been  held  in  twenty-siz  counties  during  the  year,  and 
they  have  been  attended  by.  more  than  1,100  teachers. 

•  Hie  dODBdon  firom  the  town  of  Whitewater  is  to  ^  ured  In  the  erection  of  a  formal  School 
BuUahkg  In  the  YiUage  of  Whitewater. 
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Although  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  codntj  superintendent  to  hold  an  in- 
stitute in  his  county  each  year,  yet  there  is  no  provision  made  for  defray- 
ing the  necessary  expenses  for  instruction,  printing  etc. 

As  our  normal  schools  are  just  going  into  operation,  and  as  several 
years  must  elapse  before  we  can  have  a  sufficient  numher  of  well  qualified 
teachers,  it  would  seem  to  he  sound  policy  in  the  legislature  to  authorize 
the  board  of  regents  of  normal  schools  to  use  a  portion  of  the  income  of 
the  normal  school  fund  in  holding  Teachers'  Institutes  in  different  parts  of 
the  state.  The  benefits  of  the  income  would  thus  be  more  equally  distrib-  ^ 
uted,  and  something  would  be  done  to  support  an  agency,  upon  which  we 
must  to  some  extent  rely  for  training  and  improving  the  great  mass  of  our 
teachers. 

For  particulars  in  regard  to  the  institutes  held  reference  may  be  made 
to  the  appendix. 

WEBSTER'S  DICTIONARY. 

The  number  on  hand  at  the  date  of  the  last  report  was  99,  one  copy  pre- 
viously distributed  was  returned  from  Pierce  county,  a  mistake  having 
been  made  in  ordering  one  more  than  was  needed,  making  one  hundred  cop- 
ies, which  have  been  distributed  according  to  law ;  and  there  are  at  the 
present  time  several  orders  on  file  which  it  has  not  been  possible  to  fill. 

An  appropriation,  sufficient  to  purchase  one  hundred  and  fihy  copies  is 
recommended. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  distributed,  together  with 
the  names  of  the  counties  and  towns,  and  the  numbers  of  the  districts  to 
which  they  were  sent : 


Goantj. 


Town. 


No.  of  District. 


No.  of 
Copies 


Buffalo, 

do 

Calumet,. ....... 

do     

do     

Chippewa,.. ..,. . 

Columbia, 

do^ 

do     

Crawford, 

.  Dane, 

do     

do     

do  ....  :.... 

Dane  and  Green, 
Dodge, 


Buffalo, 

Cross, 

Brillion, , 

Charlestown, , 

Stockbridge, 

Bloomer, 

Columbus  and  Hampden, 

Lewiston, , 

Lodi, 

Union, 

Bristol, 

Burke  and  Westport , 

Burke,  Madison  and  Westport,. . . 

Vermont, 

Perry  and  York, , 

Ashippun...... bigitized  by 


4 

3,4 

4,  5 

6 

2.  6,  1 

4,5,6,7,8,9,10 

9 

10 

8 

6 

11 

5 

10 
6,6 


Googi 


1 

2 
2 

1 
S 

7 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
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BIPTTONARIES  DISTRIBUTED— concluded. 


Counties. 


Door, 

Dunn, 

do    

Ean  Claire,.. 

Grant, 

do    

do    

Jackson, ...   . 

do    

Jefferson, . . . . 

do     

do      

La  Crosse,. .. 
do 

do    

Vanitowoc,... 
do        .... 
do 
Marathon, . . . . 

VoDroe, 

do    

do    

Outagamie,. . . 
do 
dd 
do 
do 

Pepin, 

Pierce,. 

Polk 

Portage, 

do    

do    

Richland, 

do 

Rock, 

do    

do     

St.  Croix,. . . . 

Sank, 

Trerape&lean, . 
do 
do 

Vernon, 

do    

do    

Walworth,... 

do      . . . , 

Waukesha, . . . 

do       . . . . 

Waupaca, 

Waushara, . . . 
Winnebago, . . 
do 
do 


Towns. 


No.  of  District. 


Egg  Harbor, 

Red  Cedar, 

Weston, 

Brunswick, 

Boscobel, 

Lancaster, 

Muscoda, 

Alma 

Hilton, 

Hebron, ;....: 

Watertown, 

Bangor, 

Campbell, * 

Jackson, 

Washington, 

Bellevue  and  Eaton, 

Newton 

Schleswig, 

Texas,... 

Leon  and  Bangor, 

Leon  and  Sparta, 

Lincoln, 

Black  Creek, 

Bovina, 

Dale, 

Fredonia, 

Liberty, 

Stockholm, 

River  Falls  and  Martel, 

Stirling, 

^haron, 

Stevens   Point, 

Stevens  Poiiit  city, 

Akan, 

Westford, 1 

Beloit, 

Turtle, 

Magnolia,  Plymouth,  Spring  Valley,. 

Pleasant  Valley, 

Freedom, 

Gale, 

Lincoln, 

Sumner, 

Coon, 

Hamburg, 

Whitestown, 

Elkhom, \ 

Whitewater, 

Delafield  and  Merton, 

Oconomowoc  and  Summit, 

Waupaca, 

Poysippi, 

Nekimi, . ', ^. 

l^eenah,   

Neenah  and  Menasha, 


'7,9 
2 
2 
1 
16 
4 
10.  11, 12, 13, 14 
1 
8 
1 
1 
4 
6 
4 
8 
8 
6,  7 
4 
2 
9 


6 
8 

4,  5,  6 
4 
1.  2 
8 
8 
8 
1 
1 
8,  9 
7 
8 
8 
1 
8 
1 
7 
6 

4,  5,  6 
8 
6 
2 
1 
1 
8 
8 
1 
2 
10 
4 
>8 
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Of  tbe  100  copies  distributed  four  were  sold  to  districts  which  had  lost 
by  fire  or  theft  those  first  supplied, — one  copy  of  the  old  edition  at  $4.50, 
and  three  of  the  new  work  at  $8,  each.  The  money  received  for  the  books 
sold  has  been  paid  to  the  state  treasurer,  and  by  him  credited  to  the  in- 
come of  the  school  fund. 

The  account  stands  as  follows  : 

On  hand  December  10th,  1865 99 

Returned  from  Pierce  county, 1 

Distributed  to  districts  hitherto  unsupplied 96 

Sold, 4 

100  100 


TEXT   BOOKS. 

The  State  Superintendent  is  required  by  section  63  of  chapter  10  of 
the  Revised  Statues,  "to  recommend  the  introduction  of  the  most  approved 
text  books,  and  so  far  as  practicable,  to  secure  a  uniformity  in  the  use  of 
text  books  in  the  common  schools  throughout  the  state." 

Section  5  of  chapter  111  of  the  general  laws  of  1866,  provides  that 
''the  district  board  of  each  school  district  shall  have  power,  and  it  shall 
be  their  duty  to  determine,  under  the  advice  and  recommendation  of  the 
State  Superintendent,  what  school  and  text  books  shall  be  used  in  the 
several  branches  ^aught  in  the  school  of  such  district." 

The  object  of  these  provisions  of  law  is  apparent.  It  is  to  secure  "uni- 
formity in  the  use  of  text  books."  But  this  objeot  can  be  attained  only  by 
oo-operation  among  the  different  school  officers  of  the  state.  This  eo-opera- 
tion  does  not  exist.  Neither  district  boards,  boards  of  education  nor  county 
superintendents  govern  their  action  in  regard  to  text  books  by  the  recom- 
mendation made  by  the  State  Superintendent.  District  boards  generally 
leave  the  selection  of  text  books  with  the  teachers  they  employ,  and  hence 
changes  are  frequent  and  causeless.  Boards  of  education  in  our  cities, 
acting  under  special  laws,  do  not  consider  themseves  bound  to  regard  the 
recommendations  of  this  department,  while  county  superintendents  labor 
to  secure  unifority  in  their  respective  counties,  but  with  very  little  refer- 
ence to  "uniformity  in  the  common  schools  throughout  the  state."  There 
is  no  provision  of  law  requiring  them  to  co-operate,  in  securing  uniformity, 
with  the  State  Superintendent,  or  forbidding  them  to  use  the  influence  of 
their  oftcial  position  in  opposition  to  his  recommendation ;  and  hence, 
when,  as  is  often  the  case,  they  differ  with  him,  and  with  each  other,  in 
regard  to  the  merits  of  particular  text  books,  the  result  is  diversity  instead 
of  uniformity.      It  is  but  just  to  remark,  that  these  officers  are  generally 
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governed  in  their  action^  by  a  just  appreciation  of  the  position  with  which 
they  have  been  honored,  and  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  them  by  the  peo* 
pie,  and  that  the  text  books  they  seek  to  introduce  are  such  as  they  honest- 
ly  prefer. 

The  books  most  used  in  the  school  districts  of  the  state  are  given  in  the 
following  statement :  ^ 

Number  of  Districts  using  Sanders'  Spellers, ; 2,417 

do  do  do      McGuffey's  do 1,298 

do  do  do      Parker  and  Watson^s  Spellers, « 806 

do  do  do      Wilson's                          do        74 

do  do  do      Webster's                       do 96 

do  do  do      Sanders'  Beaders, 2,165 

do  do  do      McGuffey's    do     \ 1,873 

do  do  do      Parker  and  Watson's  Readers, 472 

do  do  do      Wilson's                          do        208 

do  do  do      Ray's  Arithmetics, 1,880 

do  do  do      Thompson's    Arithmetics, 1,001 

do  do  do      DaTies'                 do           850 

do  do  do      Robinson's            do           .  .i. « 281 

do    *  do  do      Goodrich's  History  of  the  United  States, 284 

do  do  do      Willson's        do                   do        do      83 

do  do  do      McNally's    Geography, 1,287 

do  do  do      ComeH's            do        1,128 

do  do  do      Monteith's          do         851 

do  do  do      Mit(  heirs           do        , 418 

do  do  do      Clark's  Grammar, 1,807 

do  do  de      Pinneo's    do        765 

do  do  do      Green's     do        142 

do  do  do      Brown's    do        123 

do  do  do      Eerl's        do        47 

do  do  do      Cutter's  Physiology, Ill 

do  do  do      Davies'  Algebra', v 180 

do  do  do      Ray's         do 149^ 

do  do  do      Robinson's  Algebra, ^02 

The  text  books  nsed  in  onr  cities  and  larger  villages  are,  in  many  in- 
stances, not  reported,  so  that  the  above  statement  is  not  strictly  accurate. 

As  most  of  the  books  in  the  foregoing  list  are  suitable  for  our  public 
Bchools,  it  is  recommended  that  no  changes  be  made  where  they  are  now  in 
use,  except  so  far  as  the  classification  of  particular  schools  may  require  ; 
and  that  school  officers  should,  in  those  cases  where  no  text  books  have 
been  officially  adopted,  carefully  select  from  those  now  in  general  use  in 
the  state,  and  adopt  such  as,  after  due  examination,  they  shall  prefer 

The  repeal  of  section  63  of  chaper  10  of  the  Bevised  Statutes  is  respect- 
folly  recommended. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  standard  reference  books  for  the  use  of  schools : 

Lippincott's  Gazetteer  of  the  World. 

Ure's  Dictionary  of  Arts. 

Anthon's  Classical  Dictionary. 

Appleton's  Cyclopedia  of  Biography. 

Appleioa'B  N«w  Ameri««>  Oydop«ii«.  ^.^  ,,^^^  ^^  GoOgk 
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From  the  following  list  of  educational  works,  teachers  may  select  such 
as  they  may  desire  for  their  own  nse  : 

Abbott's  Teacher.  * 

American  Education.     Mansfield. 

American  Journal  of  Education.     Id  volumes.    Barnard 

American  Pedagogy.     Barnard. 

Comparative  Geography.     Ritter. 

Calkins'  Primary  Object  Lessons. 

Dictionary  of  Mathematics.     Da  vies  and  Peck' 

English  Pedagogy.     Barnard. 

Emerson's  School  and  Schoolmaster. 

Five  Hundred  Mistakes  Corrected. 

French  Pedagogy.     Barnard. 

Gsaded  Schools.     Wells. 

German  Schools  and  Pedagogy. 

Letters  to  a  Young  Teaehier.     Thayer. 

Methods  of  Instruction.     Wickcrsham. 

Normal  Method  of  Teaching.     Holbrook 

Normal  Training.     Russell. 

Observing  Faculties.     Barton. 

Object  Lessons.     Welch. 

Papers  for  the  Teacher.     Barnard,  7  vols. 

Punctuation.     Wilson. 

Page's  Theory  and  Practice  of  Teaching. 

School  Amusements.     Root. 

School  Economy./    Wickersham.  ' 

School  Government.     Jewell.  • 

Science  of  Education.     Ogden. 

Study  of  Words.     French. 

Sheldon's  Elementary  Instruction. 

Sheldon's  Model  Lessons  on  objects. 

Teacher's  Assistant.    Northend. 

Teacher's  Examiner.     Stone. 

Teacher's  Motives.     Mann. 

True  Order  of  Studies.     Hill. 

Unconscious  Tuition.     Huntington. ' 

INCORPORATED  INSTITUTIONS. 

By  chapter  27  of  the  general  laws  of  1866,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  ^ 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  every  incorporated  institution  in  the 
state,  to  transmit  to  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  on  or  before 
the  10th  of  October,  in  each  year,  a  report  for  the  preceding  year  ending  Au- 
gust 81st,  setting  forth  the  value  of  real  estate  owned  by  the  institution, 
the  amount  of  endowments,  the  yearly  income  from  all  sources,  number  of 
instructors  and  their  respective  salaries,  number  of  students,  rates  of  tu- 
ition, course  of  instruction,  etc.,.  in  order  that  the  superintendent  may  be 
able  to  lay  before  the  legislature,  in  his  annual  report,  a  fair  and  full 
statement  of  the  affairs  and  condition  of  such  institutions. 

A  circular  containing  a  copy  of  the  law,  and  a  blank  report  was  sent  to 
the  presidents  of  all  incorporated  institutions,  so  far  as  the  names  of  sucb 
schools  could  be  ascertained. 

A  majority  of  the  academies,  seminaries  and  colleges  ofjthejrtate  baye 
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responded,  and  the  statistical  reports  will  be  found  in  detail  in  tke  appen* 
dix.  We  do  not  doabt  that  fuller  reports  will  be  made  horeafter,  as  half 
the  year  had  elapsed,  before  it  was  known  that  the  information  called  for 
would  be  required. 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  the  statistical  reports,  (which  are  given 
in  full  in  the  appendix, )  relating  to  academies  and  seminaries : 

No.  of  pnpils  attending  during  the  year, 1 ,6ff8 

Cash  value  of  land,.. $48,700  00 

Gash  Talue  of  buildings, .^ 99,800  00 

Amount  of  income  except  tuition, 2,536  98 

Amount  of  tuition  fees  during  the  year, 88,846  69 

Number  of  institutions  reported 9 

Keports  have  been  received  from  the  State  University,  Beloit  College, 
Lawrence  University  and  Kipon  College.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
other  eollegiate  institutions  have  neglected  to  furnish  the  information 
called  for  by  the  Legislature. 

The  following  statement  embraces  the  principal  facts  reported,  concerning 
colleges  and  universities.  The  reports  are  published  in  full  in  the  ap- 
pendix : 

Kumber  of  members  of  the  faculty, 29 

Whole  number  of  graduates, 267 

Number  of  students  in  the  senior  classes, 22 

do          students  in  the  junior  classes, 88 

do          students  in  the  sophomore  classes, 58 

do          students  in  the  freshman  classes, 98 

do          in  the  preparatory  departments, .  ^ 688 

do          of  acres  of  land  owned  by  the  institutions, 5 ,  597* 

Estimated  cash  yalue  of  buildings  owned  by  the  institutions, $287,600  00 

Amount  of  endowments  and  funds  except  real  estate 14£, 500  00 

Amount  received  for  tuition  during  the  current  year, 10 ,  521  60 

The  numbers  in  attendance  during  the'  past  year  show  an  increasing  in- 
terest in  collegiate  education  throughout  the  state.  The  Stato  University 
is  included  in  the  foregoing.  The  report  of  the  board  of  regents  is  made 
to  the  Governor,  but,  by  his  permission,  is  published  in  connection  with 
the  report  from  this  department. 

INSTRUCTION,  ETC. 

Li  our  public  schools  may  be  observed  modes  of  instruction  and  disci- 
pline much  more  vational  than  those  prevailing  only  a  few  years  ago.  The 
efforts  of  county  superintendents  and  the  influence  of  teachers'  institutes 
are  seen  in  better  teaching  and  better  government. 

The  blackboard  is  coming  into  general  use.  The  teacher  who  does  not 
explain  and  illustrate  upon  the  blackboard,  with  crayon  in  hand,  the  lessons 

•HoT»-TWs  amount  does  not  Include  unsold  state  UnlTersity  lands.  GoOqIc 
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he  teaches,  ie  considered  as  deficient  in  ahilitj,  and  cannot  long  retain  his 
position  in  an  intelligent  commanity.  In  primary  schools  the  slate  is  re- 
garded as  more  important  than  the  primer,  and  children  learn  to  write  in 
connection  with  spelling  and  reading.  Indeed,  one  of  the  certain  signs  of 
progress  is  the  largo  number  of  schools  in  which  every  exercise  is  oon- 
ducted,  in  part  at  least,  by  writing.  A  merely  oral  repetition  of  a  lesson 
does  little  good.  Ohildren  who  learn  to  spell  by  merely  pronouncing  the 
letters  aloud,  require  longer  time  and  find  the  task  much  more  laborious 
than  those  *who  are  permitted  to  write  the  words  upon  the  slate  or  the 
blackboard.  Those  who  learn  to  use  the  pencil  and  crayon  in  the  primary 
school,  can  use  the  pen  with  facility  in  the  high  school.  In  our  best 
schools,  a  part  of  every  recitation  is  conducted  in  writing.  Until  a  pupil 
can  write  a  word,  an  answer  or  a  lesson  with  accuracy  and  rapidity,  he  has 
not  learned  them,  and  cannot  recite  them  creditably  to  himself  or  his 
teacher. 

While  there  is  more  attention  given  to  the  teaching  of  reading  than 
heretofore,  still,  the  manner  of  conducting  this  exercise  in  some  of  our 
schools  deserves  censure.  Yocal  culture  receives  too  little  attention,  and 
children  are  allowed  to  mispronounce  words,  to  misapply  emphasis  and  to 
mistake  entirely  the  meaning  of  what  they  are  reading,  and  are  thus  in- 
jured rather  than  benefited  by  the  exercise.  Indeed,  a  visitor  is  often  fur- 
nished with  a  book  that  ho  may  see  what  a  class  is  reading,  when  he  ought 
to  be  permitted  to  hear,  and  the  teacher  depends  upon  his  eye  rather  than 
his  ear  to  determine  what  has  been  read.  Unless  a  teacher  can  utter  the 
elementary  sounds  and  their  most  difficult  combinations  correctly,  and  can 
drill  a  class  in  the  usual  elocutionary  exercises,  he  cannot  teach  reading. 
A  person  who  cannot  pronounce  the  words  of  his  mother  tongue  with  ac- 
curacy and  read  it  with  facility  should  never  receive  a  license  to  teach. 
Good  reading  is  the  culmination  of  true  culture  and  an  evidence  of  attain- 
ments and  discipline.  It  will  be  found  true,  as  a  general  rule,  that  those 
teachers  who  succeed  best  in  teaching  this  branch  are  most  successful  in 
teaching  the  others.  The  reading  books  which  we  find  in  the  hands  of 
scholars  are  often  illy  adapted  to  their  capacity.  They  cannot  understand 
the  metaphysical,  philosophical  or  emotional  lessons  which  the  books  contain, 
and  hence  the  thoughtless  and  soulless  reading  that  prevails.  In  the  se- 
lection of  reading  lessons  those  should  be  sought  that  children  can  readily 
comprehend,  and  that  inform  and  strengthen  their  minds  and  purify  their 
hearts.  The  facts  of  natural  history  and  the  truths  of  science,  clothed  in 
appropriate  language,  are  better  adapted  to  instruct  and  train  the  mind, 
than  the  puerile  stories  and  stilted  nonsense  that  are  of teiL  read  in  our 
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primiury  scbools,  or  the  Demosthenic  periods  and  Miltonian  measures  that 
are  attempted  in  oar  schools  of  higher  grade. 

Oar  best  teachers  are  giving  more  attention  to  the  teaching  of  history* 
and  the  science  of  government.  This  onght  not  only  to  be  onoonraged, 
bat  it  onght  to  be  required. 

The  utility  of  political  knowledge  to  those  living  under  a  government 
like  ours,  complex  in  its  character  and  depending  upon  the  intelligence  of 
the  people  for  its  efiGlGient  and  harmonious  action,  will  not  be  questioned. 
There  should  be  taught  in  all  our  schools  what  will  prepare  the  youth, who 
are  soon  to  govern  the  republic,  for  their  high  duties.  This  no  one  will 
deny,  and  yet  it  is  a  singular  fact,  that  in  many  of  our  collegiate  institu* 
tions  and  in  some  of  our  public  schools,  more  time  is  devoted  to  the  study 
of  the  manners,  customs  and  laws  of  the  Egyptians,  Grecians  and  Romans, 
than  to  the  history  and  laws  of  our  own  country,  and  the  antiquities  of 
nations  that  have  passed  away  crowd  from  our  academic  courses  the  stud- 
ies that  fit  men  to  do  their  duty  w|ien  called  to  act  in  positions  of  public 
trast  and  bonor. 

School  officers  and  teachers  should  use  their  power  and  influence  to  make 
onr  public  scbools  subserve  their  beneficent  purpose^  that  is  to  provide  in- 
struction in  those  branches,  and  to  form  tho«e  habits  that  fit  our  youth  to 
be  useful  citizens.  Writing,  spelling,  reading,  book-keeping,  arithmetic, 
geography,  history,  grammar  and  political  science  are  the  branches  that 
should  be  taught,  and  truthfulness,  obedience,  industry,  frugality,  purity, 
love  of  country  and  lespect  for  religion,  are  the  virtues  that  should  bo  cul- 
tivated. 

In  school  discipline  there  are  indications  of  improvement.  There  is  less 
of  that  austerity  that  renders  the  school  room  prison  like  rather  than 
home  like,  and  more  of  that  courtesy  towards  pupils  that  contributes  so 
much  to  success  in  school  government.  Frequent  resort  to  corporal  pun- 
ishment is  generally  regarded, among  teachers  themselves,  as  indicative  of  a 
lack  of  mental  and  moral  power,  and  obedience  is  secured  rather  by  strength 
of  character  than  by  strength  of  arm.  It  is  generally  conceded  that 
mind  is  more  potent  than  muscle  in  the  government  of  a  school.  The  ap- 
pointment of  boards  of  visitors  or  committees  of  examination,  who  visit 
and  inspect  the  schools,  and  publish  a  report  upon  their  condition  and 
progress  has  a  beneficial  effect  upon  the  schools  and  a  salutary  influence 
upon  the  people.  School  officers  should  see  that  this  is  done  in  every  dis- 
trict in  the  state.  The  weekly  or  monthly  .reports,  that  our  best  county 
superintendents  require  teachers  to  furnish,  of  the  attendance,  classifica- 
tion, etc.,  of  their  schools,  and  a  summary  of  which  is  publishedri^  the 
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local  papers,  liaye  great  influence  in  promoting  regularity  of  attendance 
and  good  order,  and  ougtit  to  be  reqilired  hj  law. 

TRAVEL,  OFJICE  WORK,  ETC. 

During  tlie  past  year  I  hate  attended  institutes  Held  at  Darien,  Maus- 
tm,  Monroe,  Stoughton,  Waukesha  and  Wilmot.  During  the  spring  I 
was  unable  to  fill  several  appoiiltmeuts,  on  Account  of  illness  in  my  family; 
and  during  tbe  summer  and  fall,  business  connected  witb  the  normal  scbools 
claimed  attention,  and  demanded  time  that  would  otherwise  haye  been 
given  to  holding  institutes  in  the  counties,  I  have  not  yet  visited.  Ad- 
dresses have  been  deli^red  in  different  parts  of  the  stato,  and  I  have 
availed  myself  of  every  opportunity  to  visit  and  examine  schools,  tn  my 
intercourse  with  school  officers  j»nd  teachers  I  have  found  a  desire  to  cpr- 
dially  co-operate  in  every  thing  tending  to  advance  il^e  interests  of  education, 
and  to  the  people  in  the  places  I  have  visited,  I  am  under  obligations  for 
•  many  acts  of  courtesy  and  kindness. 

The  number  of  appeal  cases  decided  jfuring  the  past  year  is  thirty,  being 
more  than  twice  tbe  number  decided  the  year  before.  The  correspondence 
of  the  office  has  leacfhed  more  than  fifteen  hundred  letters  received  and 
answered,  besides,  bknks.  circulars,  etc  ,  of  which  a  larger  number  than 
usual  have  been  distilbuttd.  In  this  connection  I  desire  to  return  my 
hearty  thanks  to  Hon.  A.  J.  Craig,  Assistant  Sup^rintendant  of  Public 
Instruction,  to  whom  much  credit  is  due  for  the  prompt  and  systematic 
manner  in  which  the  business  of  the  Departnient  is  conducted. 

SCHOOL  LAWS.        . 

By  chapter  67  of  the  general  laws  of  1866  the  superintendent  of  pub* 
lie  instruction  is  authorized  to  procure  the  publication  of  a  school  code. 
The  manuscript  was  prepared  soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  leg* 
islatuje,  but  the  state  printer,  being  obliged  to  do  a  large  amount  of  oth- 
er work  during  the  summer,  was  unable  to  commence  the  school  code  until 
September.  It  was  therefore  thought  advisable  to  postpone  its  publica- 
tion until  next  year,  in  order  that  amendments,  which  may  be  made  at  the 
bext  sessiou^of  the  legislature,  may  be  incorporated. 

The  "Township  District  System,"  recoi^mended  in  the  reports  from 
this  department,  in  1863  and  1865,  is  believed  to  be  required  by  the  best 
interests  of  our  common  school  system. 

The  census  of  children  ov^i^  and  under  20  years  of  age,  as  annually 
taken,  is  quite  unreliable ;  and,  as  it  is  the  basis  of  the  apportionment  of 
the  income  of  the  school  funll,  such  legislation  as  will  secure  jgreater  care 
and  greater  correctness  in  the  annual  enumeration  is  reconunended. 
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Chapter  40  of  the  general  laws  of  1866,  requires  the  board  of  county 
snpernBorB  to  levy  a  tax  on  ^ach  town  and  ward  in  their  county,  for  the 
support  of  common  schools,  which  shall  not  be  less  tlian  tUt  whgle  amount 
apportioned  to  such  towu  or  ward  in  tbe  last  apportionment  of  school  mon- 
ey. Until  1866  the  amount  required  was  not  less  than  one  Tialf  the 
amount  received  from  the  annual  apportionment.  In  several  counties,  the 
boards  of  supervisors  have  unintentionally  failed  to  levy  the  amount  re* 
quired  by  law,  although  they  have  raised  at  least  half  the  amount,  so  far 
as  returns  have  reached  this  office-  It  is  recommended  that  the  state  su- 
perinteniLent  be  authorized  to  apportioQ  school  money,  for  1867,  to  all 
towns  that  have  raised  at  least  one  half  the  amount  received  from  the 
apportionment  of  1866. 

In  case  the  legislature  should  not  deem  it  expedient  to  provide  records 
and  school  registers  at  public  expense,  for  the  use  of  school  officers,  ex- 
plicit authority  should  be  granted  to  district  boards  to  purchase  the  same. 

Such  legislation  as  may  be  required  to  make  third  gracie  certificates  good 
for  any  town  in  the  county  in  which  they  are  granted,  is  recommended. 

Some  legislative  action  that  shall  compel  district  officers  to  perform  du- 
ties imposed  upon  them  by  law  is  called  for.  Instances  are  known  where 
clerks  of  districts  have  refused  to  hire  or  contract  with  qualified  teachers, 
and  through  their  neglect  to  perform  a  plain  duty,  schools,  tKat  ought  to 
have  been  in  successful  operation,  h^ve  remained  untaught. 

Out  school  laws  should  require  all  school  officers  and  other  persons,  into 
whose  hands  funds  belonging  to'school  districts  may  come,  to  pay  the  same 
over  to  the  district  treasurer.  Besides  the  foregoing  recommendations, 
otbcrs,  made  in  their  proper  place  in  this  report,  together  with  those  made 
by  the  convention  of  county  superintendents,  and  by  the  state  teachers' 
aasociation,  are  respectfully  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  legjis- 
faitnre. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

Daring  the  past  year,  taxes  for  the  support  of  public  schools  have  been 
increased  ;  greater  liberality  in  building  school-houses,  and  better  taste  in 
famishing  them  have  been  manifested ;  there  has  boen  a  greater  demand 
for  well  qualified  teachers  ;  educational  meetings  have  boen  well  attended ; 
a  large  number  of  teachers'  institutes  have  been  held,  and  confidence  in  the 
utility  of  our  common  scbool  system  hks  not  been  diminished.  Methods 
of  instruction  and  modes  of  discipline  have  been  improved,  anc(  the  convio- 
tioDy  that  universal  education  is  the  only  sure  support  of  a  free  goverur 
meat,  has  forced  itself  upon  the  minds  and  into  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
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The  people  of  this  state  now  pay  a  direot  tax  of  more  than  one  mOlioa 
of  dollars  annually^  for  sustaining  their  oommon  schools,  and  there  is  no 
other  tax  yoted  so  readily  or  paid  so  cheerfully  as  this.  The  neat  appear- 
ft^ce  of  many  of  our  school  buildings,  with  their  convenient  arrangements 
end  tasteful  surroundings  show  an  appreciation  of  comfort  and  beauty  as 
creditable  as  it  is  encouraging,  and  tell  in  the  plainest  language  the  tone 
and  temper  of  the  communities  in  which  they  are  found.  Even  in  those 
districts  not  yet  supplied  with  suitable  school  houses,  where  we  find  no 
certain  evidences  of  culture  and  refinement,  the  people  feel  that  an  apology 
must  be  made  for  their  poor  school  accommodations.  They  fear  that  a 
want  of  facilities  for  educating  their  children  will  be  regarded  as  a  sign  of 
ignorance  and  selfishness. 

The  educating  power  of  material  things  is  better  understood,  and  as 
wealth  increases,  more  attention  is  given  to  furnishing  and  beautifying  the 
school  room.  Although,  in  respect  to  frescoed  walls,  curtained  windows, 
carpeted  floors  and  costly  pictures,  very  few  of  our  school  rooms  oan  be 
compared  to  our  places  of  amusement,  yet  there  are  some,*  conveniently 
furnished,  and  tastefully  provided  with  charts,  busts  and  engravings.  We 
begin  to  inquire  why  we  should  beautify  our  hotels,  without  regard  to  ex- 
pense, and  adorn  billiard  halls  by  the  aid  of  art^  and  not  gratify  that  keen 
appreciation  of  the  beautiful  that  we  find  in  children,  by  providing  those 
things  that  will  afibrd  them  so  pure  a  pleasure.  The  opinion  begins  to 
prevail  that  the  whole  community  is  richer,  and  therefore  abler  to  furnish 
all  that  is  necessary  for  the  education  of  its  children,  than  any  portion  of 
it  is  to  provide  what  is  necessary  for  the  education  of  theirs ;  and  hence 
that  the  public  school  house  may  be,  and  should  be,  a  better  school  h9use 
than  any  private  one. 

We  do  not  forget  tl^at  there  are  many,  too  many,  school  houses  utterly 
unfit  to  shelter  children  ;  entirely  destitute  of  all  that  refinement  and  even 
decency  demands,  but  we  know  that  these  evidences  of  a  stupid  selfish- 
ness are  annually  diminishing,  and  that  a  few  years  more  will  sweep  them 
away. 

The  demand  for  better  qualified  teaohers  is  earneit  and  general.  Al- 
though  we  may  occasionally  find  in  our  public  schools  those  who  are  poor- 
ly qualified,  acting  as  teach  r«,  yet  they  remain  in  any  one  school  but  a 
short  time,  while  those  who  possess  knowledge  and  cbaraoier  and  are  "  apt 
to  teach"  are  sought  to  take  their  places.  The  time  has  passed  when 
conceit,  superficial  attainments  and  indolence  could  fortify  themselves  with 
the  deference  that  was  paid  to  the  position  of  a  teaeher ;  and,  no  one  but, 
those  who  lose  by  it  will  deplore  the  ohange  in  publie  opinion.     There  has 
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never  been  a  time  when  real  attainments,  and  real  ability  in  the  teacher 
wonld  meet  with  a  readier  and  heartier  recognition  than  now.  While  the 
compensation  of  teachers  is  still  inadequate  in  many,  and  perhaps  in  most 
instances,  jct  industry,  culture,  energy  and  manliness,  in  this  as  in  other 
professions,  are  sure  of  obtaining  a  reward. 

A  marked  feature  in  the  educational  history  of  the  past  y*ear  is  the  in- 
terest shovm  by  all  classes  in  educational  meetings.  A  short  notice  of  au 
address  upon  an  educational  topic,  given  in  any  one  of  our  villages  or 
country  towns,  will  bring  together  a  larger  and  more  intelligent  audience 
than  eaikbe  gathered  upon.any  other  ordinary  occasion.  The  press  of  the 
state,  without  exception,  it  is  believed,  is  always  ready  to  publish  anything 
tending  to  proipotq  the  interests' of  education,  and  reports  of  school  exam* 
inations,  and  of  odacationai  meetings  occupy  the  most  conspicuous  places 
in  our  newspaper  columns.  The  people  no  longer  need  argument  to  oon- 
vinoe  them  of  the  utility  of  our  common  school  system.  It  is  as  needless 
to  argue  this  subject  as  to  demonstrate  the  existence  of  solar  light,  or  the 
power  of  gravitation.  What  they  now  ask  is,  that  the  system  shall  be 
developed  ;  that  its  discordant  parts  shall  be  harmonized,  and  that  it  shall 
meet  the  demands  ot  society.  They  see  in  our  common  school  system, 
wisely  administered,  the  salvation  of  the  Republic.  The.  lessons  of  the 
last  few  years  have  been  learned  by  heart.  They  know  that  it  was  the 
oonmion  school  that  stood  like  a  wall  of  iron  against  the  assaults  of  trea- 
son ;  that  wherever  it  was  established  it  remained  the  symbol  of  loyalty 
and  order.  They  know  that  the  patriotism  it  teaches  is  love  of  country, 
and  that  the  morality  it  inculcatjps  promotes  the  good  of  all ;  that  the  vir-. 
tues  it  plants  and  cultivates  are  those  which  render  life  useful,  beautiful 
and  noble,  and  that  it  is  the  instrumentality  demanded  by  Christianity  to 
destroy  the  fictitious  distinctions  of  birth  and  wealth  and  creed  and  color, 
and  to  lay  deeip  and  broad  the  foundations  of  a   government  that   sliall  be 

not  less  stable  than  beneficent. 

JNO.  G.  McMYNN. 
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SPECIAL  REPORTS  OF  COUNTY  AND  CITY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


[On  the  first  of  AuguBt  a  circular  was  addressed  to  Count j  and  City  Superintend- 
ents, requesting  them  to  forward,  for  publication  in  the  Annual  Report  from  this 
Department,  special  written  reports  upon  the  condition  of  schools  in  their  respec- 
tive counties. 

The  following  are  all  the  reports  that  hare  b9en  received:] 


ADAMS    COUNTY. 

The  people  of  this  connty  take  an  interest  in  the  oanse  of  education, 
and  a  large  proportion  of  our  teachers  are  striying  to  do  their  work  not 
only  satisfactorily  bnt  well.  But  our  teachers,  for  the  most  part,  are 
transitory,  they  emerge  from  the  state  of  childhood,  remain  with  us  a  small 
season  and  then  pass  into  the  state  of  inatrimony,  for  which  I  can  assign 
no  remedy.  The  great  wAnt  is  a  school  or  schools  to.  (jnalify  teachers,  and 
as  the  oonnty  ia  but  sparsely  settled  it  is  now,  and  will  be  for  some  time, 
difficult  to  maintain  private  schools  of  a  hiffh  grade.  What  we  need  is  help 
toward  the  establishment  of  graded  schools  wherever  they  can  be  main- 
tained. 

The  township  system  would  cause  a^reat  deal  of  trouble  in  this  county; 
it  would  be  necessary  to  vacate  all  of  the  towns  and  reorganise  with  refer- 
ence to  school  centers. 

If  our  school  code  was  amended  (it  would  perhaps  require  an  amendment, 
to  the  constitution)  so  as  to  apportion  to  each  district  according  to  the 
number  of  school  age  only  up  to  a  certain  maximum,  say  40,  except  the 
district  maintained  a  graded  school,  it  would  be  a  means  of  providing  for 
a  higher  education.  I  would  in  this  matter  rather  offer  incentives  to  the 
people  to  do,  than  make  laws  to  oompeL 

WILLIAM  RISK, 
4  County  SvperintendetU. 


BURNETT  COUNTY. 

Two  female  teachers  have  been  examined  during  the  year  and  found 
qualified  to  teach  in  our  schools.  Nearly  all  the  children  are  Norwegians, 
and  most  of  them  could  not  speak  English  when  admitted  to  the  schools, 
thus  giving  the  teachers  mnoh  labor  and  trouble.     There  are  no  teachers 
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liviog  in  oar  oountj,  conBequently  it  is  difficult  to  secare  permanent  ones* 
I  have  not  held  an  institute  because  there  are  few  who  understand  En- 

fliah,  and  none  who  desire  to  make  teaching  a  profession*  Two  school 
oases  are  in  process  of  erection^  but  are  not  yet  finished.  I  haye  made  a 
few  yisits  to  tne  schools,  but  have  been  unable  to  siecure  a  regular  attend- 
ance of  the  pupils.  Most  kinds  of  text  books  have  been  used  in  the 
scliools,  for  the  reason,  as  is  stated,  that  money  could  not  ba  spared  to 
purchase  new  ones  of  one  kind.  I  hope  by  lecturing  and  visiting  the  peo- 
ple to  create  an  interest  in  the  schoqjs  on  the  part  of  those  who,  destitute 
of  learning,  care  very  little  whether  their  children  are  educated  or  not.  I 
shofuld  like  to  pay  more  attention  to  the  schools  in  this  county,  but  my  sal- 
ary is  84>  small,  being  only  fifteen  dollars  per  year,  that  I  must  devote 
most  of  my  time  to  other  duties  to  silppoirt  myself  and  family,  leaving  but 
little  for  educational  work. 

G.  W.  F0R8ELL, 

County  Superintendent. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 

Aocordijig  to  request  I  submit  the  following  special  report  for  the  past 
year  from  Uoiumbia  county  : 


I. — WORK  FBItrOBHBD. 

1.  School  vtitfation  — During  the  past  3rear  I  havo '  made  over  two 
hundred  visits  to  schools,  through  all  the  twenty-one  towns,  and  in  nearly 
aU  the  school  districts  of  the  county. 

2.  Extiminations  — ^I  have  held  eighteen  public  meetinffs  for  the  exam- 
ination of  teachers,  at  which  four  hundred  and  twelve  eandidates  were  ex  • 
amined,  of  whom  three  hundred  and  ton  received  certificates,  via  :  three 
of  the  first  grade  ;  five  ai  the  second  grade ;  and  three  bundled  and  two 
of  the  third  grade  ;  one  hundred  and  thirty  five  of  these  last  beiikg  limit- 
ed to  less  thac  one  year.  I  consider  the  six  months  oertifioalte  a  taluable 
educational  incentive  among  our  young  teachers.  ^ 

8.  Private  examinations, — Believing  that  properly  eondoftted  publio 
examinations  have  a  tend^uoy  to  improve  the  teaebers,  and  thereby  the 
schools  under  their  charge,  1  have  avoided  applkatiens  for  private  exami- 
nations except  in  cases  of  apparent  necessity.  Ooly  thirty  one.oeitifioates 
have  been  so  issued,  making  a  total  of  thre^  hundred  and  foity  one  eertifi- 
eates  granted  during  the  year. 

4.     Improvements, — I  havo  expended  mi^ch  time  and: labor  in  eflbrts  to' 
induce  such  districts  as  were  backward  in  the  matter  to  improve  their 
sobool-houses  out-houses,  grounds,  fenees,  &c.»  and  to  furnish  comfortable 
healthy  seats  for  the  pupils,  maps,  charts  and  apfMtratus  for  purposes  of 
instruction,  and  above  ail  a  sufficient  amount  of  Uackboard  surface  to  meet 
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the  wants  of  all  classes  in  the  several  schoolSi  nnder  improved  systems  of 
infitruction.  By  letters,  by  circulars,  b^  private  personal  effort,  by  con- 
floltations  with  aistriot  offioers  and  building  committees,  by  newspaper  ar- 
tttolcs  and  by  public  meetings ;  by  every  means  within  my  reach,  I  have 
sought  to  induce  a  public  sentiment  and  co-operative  action  in  this  mucli 
neglected  but  vitally  essential  department  of  the  great  enterprise  of  uni- 
versal popular  education. 

•  •  ■ 

n.-^TXA0HBE8. 

Teaching  is  no  longer  *  regarded  as  a  jnere  pastime  to  be  taken  up  for  a 
short  time,  for  lack  of  other  emplovment,  but  as  a  regular  occupation,  an 
earnest  work  requiring  careful  and  laborious  preparation.  There  has  been 
a  marked  improvement  in  the  qualifications  of  teachers,  and  a  gradual  but 
real  advance  in  the  character  and  mode  of  instruction  given  in  our  schools. 


III. — SCHOOL-HOUSBS.  , 

The  work  of  repairing,  enlarging  and  re-arranging  still  goes  on.  A 
number  of  good  and  copamodious  houses  are  being  built,  on  improved 
plans,  and  I  cherish  the  hope  of  soon  having  in  each  town  at  least  one 
model  school-house  from  which  neighboring  districts  may  safply  copy. 

I  regret  to  say,  however,  that  in  most  of  our  villages  the  primary  de- 
partments, (the  small  children,  who  most  of  all  need  airy,  healthy  and  com- 
fortable quarters,)  are  cooped  up  in  close,  unhealthy  and  uncomforta- 
ble apartments,  which  are  a  disgrace  to  the  good  sense,  and  (on  other  sub- 
jects) energetic  habits  of  our  people.  Especially  is  this  the  case  in  Poy- 
nette,  Pardeeville,  Eilbourn  City,  Fall  Eiver  and  Doylestown. 

IV. — THB   ANHUAL   DISTRICT   MBBTINOS, 

Furnish  the  only  oocaeion  in  the  year,  when  the  superintendent  has  an 
opportunity  of  communicating  with,  or  delivering  a  message  to  the  mass 
of  the  voters  in  their  several  districts.  My  message  to  the  district  meet- 
ings this  fall, 

1.  i^Seh<>ollaw.)  Recites  the  principal  recent  amendments  to  the 
code. 

2.  (Employment  of  teacher9,^  Recommends  that  teachers  be  em- 
ployed Dy  the  year  rather  than  by  the  single  term.  This  plan  has  already 
Men  adopted. in  several  districts. 

8.  {DivUion  of  9chool  term9.)  Proposes  a  revised  school  calendar 
with  three  terms  instead  of  two,  leaving  vacations  at  the  dog-days  and  at 
the  holidays,  when  the  work  of  keeping  school  in  session  is  very  difficult, 
'  ms  well  as  comparatively  profitless. 

4.  (^Saturday  tchooh,)  Urges  the  small,  backward  districts  to  adopt 
the  ruto  prevalent  in  the  larger  and  more  enlightened  neighborhoods,  pro- 
hibiting Saturday  schools  altogether. 

6.     (^School  hou$t$. )    Proposes  improved  Dlans..^.^^^  ^^ GoOglc 
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6*  (Ouihau$es.y  Qiiotes  Mr.  Piokaid's  true  and  forcible  remarks  on 
the  anbjeet  of  outhouses. 

7.  IJSchool  yardt.^  Suggests  that  school  bouse  grounds  be  inclosed 
intk  sbitable  fences. 

8.  (School  bookt.')  Remitid3  distriot  boards  of  their  duty  to  pre- 
scribe a  uniform  series  of  books  for  their  several  schools. 

9  {Blackhoatd$  and  map%.')  Asks  appropriations  for  blackboards 
and  other  school  requisites. 

10.  (  School  rtigitterM, )  Commends  the  action  of  those  district  clerks 
who  have  provided  suitable  registers.  (The  **  Wisconsin  Standard  School 
Register/^  published  at  Milwaukee,  is  the  best  that  I  have  seen.) 


MONTnLT    SIPOBTS. 

With  tbeir  certificates  I  have  furnished  teachers  with  suitable  blanks 
which  they  fill  and  forward  at  the  end  of  each  month.  I  consider  the 
monthly  report,  when  properly  adjusted  to  improved  modes  of  instruction 
and  management,  to  be  a  valuable  auxiliary  in  ovr  work. 


TI. — NEEDED    LEGISLATION. 

1.  The  law  should  recognize  the  right  of  faithful,  laborious  distriot 
clerks  to  a  partial  ^cuniary  compensation  for  tbeir  services. 

2.  Pchool  district  libraries  snould  be  provided  for. 

3.  Saturday  sessions  of  public  schools  should  be  prohibited. 

4.  Power  should  be  civen  tbo  county  superintendent  (with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  county  judge)  to  condemn  and  close  school  bouses  wben 
found  unfit  to  be  occupied  for  school  purposes. 

5.  The  constitution  should  be  amended  so  as 

(1.)  To  establish  the  school  age  of  children  from  five  to  twenty  one 
years  of  age,  instead  of  from  four  to  twenty. 

(2.)  To  allow  the  apportionment  of  a  part  of  the  school  fund  accord- 
ing to  attendance  at  scnoolf  instead  of  the  present  apportionment  upon 
residence  only, 

D.  W.  ROSENKRANS, 

County  Superintendent. 


DANE.  COUNTY. 

raST  DISTBIOT, 

The  schools  in  this  district  daring  the. past  year  have  made  cotiimendable 
progress  as  a  whole.  I  found  them  in  the  hands  of  energetic,  and  in  the 
main,  competent  teachers.  They  showed  that  my  predecessor  had  faith- 
fully performed  his  dutiea  in  guarding  the  school  room  a^ai^t  4h&  intm- 
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sion  of  indifferent  and  iUiterUte  teaebef  8.  It  has  been  my  endeavor  to 
keep  np  the  standard  of  attainment  fixed  by  hiqit  and  as  far  as  possible  to 
elevate  it  still  higher. 

The  want  of  onr  teachers  is  not  so  much  a  lack  of  intelleciual  training, 
though  that  is  by  no  means  in  exoeas,  as  a  knowledge  of  the  best  raafiner 
of  teaching.  They  too  readily iiall  into  the  old  beaten  traot  and  routine  of 
teachdog,  ignoring  entirely  the  improved  methods  whioh  the  experience  of 
the  past  few  years  has  shown  to  be  of  so  great  benefit.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  establishment  of  schools  for  nortnal  instjrnetion,  and  an  awakened 
interest  oin  the  part  of  teachers  to  a<»tend  them  will  soon  remedy  this 
defect. 

Another  vary  grave  difl&culty  in  the  way  of  the  progress  of  our  schools, 
I  have  found  to  be  the  great  variety  of  text  books  used  in  the  same 
school.  It  is  found  impossible  to  classify  the  scholars  properly,  and  the 
teacher  has  no  remedy.  It  is  true  the  district  board,  m  connection  with 
the  State  Superintendent,  has  ^wer  over  this  matter.  But  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  onr  district  boards  are  not  generally  made  up  of  edu- 
cated men,  and  comsequentlv  are  not  easily  made  to  understand  the  difficul- 
ties which  a  good  teaober  labors  under  in  this  matter.  It  seems  to  me 
that  some  remedy  should  be  applied  to  this  evil.  '  There  should  be  author- 
ity somewhere  to  compel  a  uniformity  of  text  books  in  each  school. 

It  may  be  proper  to  suggest  also  that  onr  schools  could  be  made  more 
efficient,  if  each  town  should  be  required  to  elect  an  officer  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  look  after  and  visit  tho  schools  ia  his  town.  Many  schools 
are  badly  managed,  and  the  money  squandered  which  is  paid  for  their  sup. 
port  for  want  of  a  more  vigilant  oversight  than  it  is  possible  for  the  county 
superintendent  to  bestow.  H«  does  not  know  their  condition  till  near 
their  close,  when  it  b  impossible  to  apply  any  remedy.  The  town  district 
system,  if  it  could  be  secured  would  best  meet  this  difficulty,  but  if  it  can 
not,  may  it  not  be  reached  in  some  other  way  ? 

During  the  year  four  now  school  houses  have  been  erected  in  this  district 
which  are  well  constructed  and  confortable ;  and  steps  have  been  taken  to 
construct  an  equal,  if  not  larger  number,  the  coming  year.  There  will  re- 
main room  for  improvement  even  after  these  shall  be  built,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  other  districts  will  be  stimulated  by  these  worthy  examples  to  do 
likewise. 

0.  0.  STEARNS, 

Cowity  Superintendent 


DODGE  COUNTY. 

SIOOKB  niSTKlOT. 

I  herewith  transmit  my  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  in 
this  district,  and  in  doinjj;  so  it  gives,  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say,  that 
as  a  wholot  they  are  making  progress  in  the  right  direction.  There  are 
several  schools  in  this  dintribt  that  may  be  regarded  as  models  apd  are  jsn- 
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titled  to  rank  among  tbe  best  in  the  state.  Many  school  districts  are  re 
pairing  their  houses, (enlarging  their  sites,  and  planting  them  with  shade 
and  ornamental  trees.  Oonmd(ttiabie  interest  is  also  manifested,  in  many 
places,  to  have  ail  the  higher  branches  taught  in  school,  and  a  teacher  with 
a  first  or  second  grade  certificate  will  command  far  higher  wages  than  one 
with  a  third  grade.  It  is  also  getting  to  be  understood  that  to  have  a  good 
Behool  order  and  system  muvt  prerail  in  the  school  room.  Want  of  punc- 
tuality on  the  part  of  scholars  attending  school  is  a  sreat  evil  yet  to  be 
remedied.  When  the  attention  of  pdrents  is  properly  directed  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  they  understand  the  evil  consequences  that  flow  from  {his  source, 
I  am  not  without  th&  hope  that  a  remedy  will  be  applied. 

LORENZO  MERRILL, 

County  Sn^erintendtnt, 


BOOR  COUNTY. 

Our  schools,  on  the  whole,  are  improving  slowly.  I  think  we  shall  have 
a  graded  school  in  this  town  by  another  year.  It  was  proposed  at  the  an- 
mud  meeting  in  this  district  (No.  1),  but  as  the  upper  story  of  the  build- 
is  to  be  finished  off  before  it  can  be  used,  and  the  *'  ^Building  Fund''  being 
exhausted,  it  was  determined  to  postpone  the  work  until  spring,  when  the 
treasury  would  bo  replenished  by  a  part  of  the  amount  of  the  tax  voted  at 
the  meeting.  The  reports  of  the  visits  made  by  me,  as  appears  by  the 
"Abstract,"  amount  to  15,  whereas  I  have  made  31..  I  have  taken  it 
for  granted,  that,  if  I  visited  a  school  three  times  during  a  term,  or  as 
many  terms,  it  is  the  same  school.  As  the  blanks  are  arranged,  they  do 
not  show  the  number  of  visits,  but  the  number  of  schools  visited. 

W.  H.  WARREN, 

CoufUy  Superintendent, 


DUNN  COUNTY. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  a  large  portion  of  the  county  is  newly  and 
sparsely  hettled,  oUr  sdhoolq  have  not  attained  that  degree  of  perfection 
at  Irhioh  we  hope  to  arrive^  ■ 

While  in  some  towns  we  have  good  oomf^ttable  houses,  which  are  a 
credit  to  the  comvunltiee  in  whieh  Ihey  areisituated^  in  others,  the  school 
aeeommodations  are  of  the  poorest  kind,  and  almost  necessarily  so,  as  the 
new  settlers  are  eagetr  to,  liwve  seme  plaee  iu  whieh  their  ehildren  may  at- 
tend school,  and  without  waiting  the  slow  process  of  raising  a  tax  for  the 
purpose,  they  make  a  **  bee,"  throw  up  a  few  loffs^  nail  together  rouflli 
boaids  for  seats,  and  the  sobeol  mistress  is  duly  installed  therein.  My 
annual  report. shows  that  many  of  the  schools  ho«i«s  are  not  valtfed  at  a- 
Tery  high  figure. 

Many  of  uie  districts  have  heretofore  had  but  one  term  of  stbod  dunng* 


<;he  year,  as  they  did  not  feel  able  to  sustain  a  sobool  for  more  than  tbree 
or  four  montlis.  I  think  that  the  recent  amendment  to  the  school  law, 
requiring  districts  to  maintain  a  school  at  l#a8t  five  months,  to  entitle  them 
to  the  public  money,  will  work  much  good  in  that  direction. 

Tbe  supervisors  in  many  places  have  to  choose  between  embracing  so 
much  territory  Un  a  district  as  to  almost  debar  the  most  distant  pupils 
from  reachiog  the  house  at  all,  and  the.  other  evil  of  having  so  few  pupils 
and  tax  payers  in  the  district  that  they  are  unable  to  maintain  a  school  as 
thev  should.  i  r 

We  have* in  the  county  42  organized  districts.  Last  winter  a  school 
was  ms^intained  in  29  of  them,  of  which  I  visited  25.  The  past  summor 
88  district  schools  and  two  private  schools  have  been  kept  up,  38  having 
been  visited  by  me  and  the  most  of  them  twice  during  tbe  term. 

We  have  no  graded  schools  in  the  county  yet,  but  they  are  making  ar^ 
rangemonts  to  that  end  at  Menomonie,  where  a  good  professional  teacher 
is  much  needed. 

An  institute  of  one  week  was  held  last  spring,  which  appeared 
to  be  appreciated  by  most  of  the  teachers  present.  Last-  summer  I 
had  several  teachers  working  under  limited  certificates ;  because  I  had  to 
grant  such  certificates  or-  let  the  schools  go  without  teachers,  and  while  the 
most  did  well,  I  was  forced  to  the  condnsion  in  a  few  cases  that  no  school 
was  preferable.  ^    . 

In  many  of  tbe  districts  the  oftcers  and  patrons  appear  to  think  it  wrong 
and  out  of  place  for  them  to  l^e  seen  inside  of  the  sobool  room,  while  in 
others  all  seem  to  be  interested,  and  here  they  invariably  liave  the.best 
schools. 

'We  have  several  teachers  who  are  worthy  of  their  calling,  yet  most  adopt 
it  only  as  a  temporary  pursuit.  Many  of  the  districts  aim  at  getting 
cheap  teachers,  and  at  the  same  time  pay  dearest  for  the  services  rendered. 

We  have  one  encouragement,  there  is  plenty  of  chance  for  improvement. 

CARROLL  LUCAS, 

County  Superintendent. 


IOWA  COUNTY. 

Since  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  office,  in  Jan.  last,  I  havo  visited 
nearly  all  the  schools  in  the  county — all  except  one,  where  school  has  beeti 
kept,  during  the  time  devoted  to  that  business.  At  these  visits  I  have  en- 
deavored tp  make  myself  aequaintedi  as  far  as  possible,  with  tbe  oobditioii 
of  the  sohodls.  -. 

I  have  generally  conducted  some  of  the  ezeroilses  and  recitations  myself, 
and  made  snob  suggestiomias  I  deenied  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  sobool, 
and  fcjir  the  encouragement  of  both  toaohers  and  BCholars. 

I  think  I  can  discover  an  inereased  interest  among  the  people,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  cause  of  ediieati<to,  and  the  suceoss  of  ova  eommon  sc^hools* 
But  still  I  am  sorry  to  say,  the  results  of  the  increased  interest  are  not  «o 
manifosti  as  I  could  wish.  i  giti^ed  by  Gobglc 
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Tliere  ifl  macli  to  encourage  the  friencbi  of  education,  and  tbere  are  also 
many  disoouraging  circumstances. 

Irregularit J  of  attendance  has  heretofore  i>eea  one  of  the  greatest  diffi- 
cnlties  with  which  we  have  had  to  contend ;  and  from  a  careful  inspeotion 
of  the  school  registers,  I  fear  there  has  been  but  little  improvement  in  this 
direotioD.  I  cannot  understand  why  so  many  ch.ldren  are  permitted  to 
spend  half  their  time  pla^ng  in  the  streets,  within  sight  of  the  school 
house.  And  there  are  a  great  many  others  who  scarcely  att^d  at  alL 
And  upon  investigating  the  subject,  there  appears  to  be,  generallyv  no  rea- 
Bon  but  want  of  inclination,  for  neglecting  to  avail  themselves  of  school 
privileges  within  the  reach  of  all.  When  I  remember  that  our  almshouses 
and  penitentiaries  are  to  be  supplied  froI^  this  class  of  children,  I  am  per- 
snaded  that  some  more  decisive  legislation  is  needed  upon  this  subject. 
One  cause  of  this  state  of  things,  no  doubt  is,  the  great  number  of  poor, 
old,  dilapidated  shells,  used  for,  and  called  school  houses,  without  conven- 
iect  seats  or  desks,  and  nothing  inside  or  out  to  make  them  oomfortable, 
pleasant,  or  attractive ;  without  which  children  constantly  seek  excuses  to 
keep  away. 

This  subject  of  building  better  school  houses ;  repairing,  seating  and 
makiog  oomfortable,  old  ones,  I  have  kept  continually  beK>ro  the  district 
hoards,  and  I  am  satisfied  my  earnestness  in  this  matter  has  not  been  en- 
tirely without  good  results.  Three  of  four  new  school  houses  have  beea 
completed  already,  this  season,  and  others  are  in  progress,  and  quite  a 
nnmher  of  old  ones  aVe  being  fitted  up  and  put  in  respectable  condition ; 
and  in  other  cases,  district  boards  have  agreed  to  attend  to  the  matter  be- 
fore the  winter  term  of  school. 

There  is  a  general  disposition,  owing  frequently  to  neighborhood  jeal- 
ousies, to  divide  the  territory  into  small  districts ;  so  small  indeed  that 
many  districts  consider  themselves  utterly  unable  to  build  a  suitable  house, 
or  maintain  a  school  for  more  than  three  months  in  the  year,  and  that  by 
the  cheapest  teacher  that  can  be  found.  Some  of  these  district  boards 
complain  of  the  alteration  of  the  law*  requiring  five  months  school  instead 
of  three,  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  a  share  of  the  school  fund,  and  as  the 
apportionment  is  so  small  and  constantly  decreasing,  are  disposed  to  aban- 
don a  daun  to  a  share  of  it,  and  maintain  what  length  of  schpol  they  ar^ 
able  to  without.  I  have  no  doubt  a  law  requiring  a  district  to  contain  a 
'certain  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  four  and  tw;enty  in  order  ta 
he  entitled  to  a  l^al  organization,  wonld  be  beneficial.  People  do  not 
seem  to  understand  that  it  is  better  for  children  to  go  two  or  three  miles 
to  a  good  school,  than  half  a  mile  to  a  poor  one.  ,    ,, 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  school  officer^  and  parents,  give  so  little  per- 
sonal attention  to  the  i^oola  by  visiting  and  encouraging  both  teachers 
and  scholars.  I  consider  this .  coroperation  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
■  prosperity  of  the  schools.  I  think,  however,  there  ift  a  decided  improve- 
ment in  this  matter,  and  I  doubt  not  its  beneficial  inl^aence  'will  be  seen 
and  felt.  •  .  ,     . 

From  a  comparison  of  the  lists  of .  question^  used  in  the  examination  of 
teachers  in  seven  or  eight  other  counties,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  qualifica- 
tions of  our  teachers  will  compare  favorably  with  that  of  others  through- 
out the  state.     We  have  a  number  of  experienced  and,,  ekiUfuI  Jeadiers, 
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who  are  doing  a  good  work  and  wbose  labors  appear  to  be  appreciated. 
Many  others  are  young  and  inexperienced ;  bnt  thd   energy  and  industry 
with  whioh  they  enter  npon  the  work,  gives  assurance  of  success.     During 
the  summer  term  the  business  is  almost 'entirely  in  the  hands  of  females. 
I  would  suggest  an  alteration  of  the  law,  making  third  grade  certificates 

food  throughout  the  county,  or  t)io  district  over  wnioh  the  superintendent 
as  jurisdiction.  Tbis  would  prevent  much  troffble  and  perplexity  on  the 
part  of  both  superintendent  and  teachers,  and  do  away  with  the  present 
loose  habit  of  doin^  business. 

I  haye  been  in  tne  habit  of  endorsing  certificates  from  other  counties, 
where  they  exhibited  a  good  standard  of  qualifications,  but  only  for  a  sin- 
gle term  in  a  particular  district.  I  have  preferred  this  to  a  special  exam- 
ination. Perhaps  some  uniform  method  adopted  by  the  county  superin- 
dents  in  sueh  cases  would  bo  beneficial. 

Upon  the  whole  I  am  satisfied  there  is  a  general  advancement  in  the 
prosperity  of  the  schools,  the  qualifications  and  faithfulness  of  teachers, 
the  understanding  and  observance  of  the  law  by  district  officers,  and  the 
tone  of  public  sentiment. 

In  my  visits  among  the  schools,  I  have  uniformly  been  heartily  welcom- 
ed by  all ;  and  my  suggestions  to  teachers  and  district  boards  in  relation 
to  such  improvements  and  changes  as  I  deemed  essential,  have  been  kindly 
received)  and  a  general  progressive  disposition  manifested.  And  as  I  be- 
come better  acquainted  with  the  work,  the  people,  th^  scholars  and  teach- 
ers, I  cannot  help  but  feel  a  growing  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  all. 

SAMUEL  PARKS, 

County  Superintendent. 


GRANT  COUNTY. 

Having  by  letter  pointed  out  the  several  inaccuracies  of  my  annua]  re- 

f>ort,  I  shall  not  here  refer  to  them,  or  explain  them.    The  source  of  them 
ay  outside  my  office.     I  am   sorry  that   quite  a  number  of  districts  (8 
whole  and  8  joint)  fkiled  to  report. 

There  are  thirty-one  towns  in  the  couuty.  I  have  during  the  year  held 
twenty  exambations,  consuming  about  three  months  thus,  altogether,  and 
have  made  one  hundred  and  sixty  visits  to  the  different  schools  of  the 
county,  giving  evening  lecttxres  npon  educational  topics  in  various  locali- 
ties. I  have  striven  to  do  good  by  these  visits — to  encourage  what  I  see 
that  is  good  in  methods  of  instructioti  land  discipline,  and  wherein  I  see 
need  of  improvement  to  suggest  it. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  improvement.  Fewer  schools  hare  been  fail- 
ures, and  more  have  been  decided  successes.  I'his  is  owing  in  part  to  the 
fkct  that  teaehers  are  more  eameikt  and  enlisted  in  their  work  ;  in  part  to 
the  better  system  introduced ;  and  in  part  to  the  fact  that  I  have  been 
careM  to  exclude  unworthy  teachers  as  fast  as  I  can  ^-— true  this  'causes  a 
degree  of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  6f  some  fathers  and  mothers  and  un^ 
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eles  and  aunts  of  rejected  applicants.  And,  if  I  may  speak  of  the  ooonty 
superintendency  without  the  charge  of  lauding  myself,  1  wonld  say  that  it 
has  done  much  to  elevate  the  schools  and  the  teachers  of  the  county.  The 
standard  of  qualifications  of  teachers  has  heen  raised,  thus  dropping  out  by 
the  way  many  of  the  incompetent,  and  giving  mor^  steady  employment,  at 
better  wages,  to  the  competent.  I  know  there  are  some  who  lay  this  very 
thing  of  higher  wages  as  a  serious  charge  against  the  system,  but  thev 
belong  to  a  class  who  are  willing  to  count  dollars  against  morals  and  intel- 
ligence, and  to  whom  the  world  is  not  indebted  for  any  desirable  reforms  or 
material  progress. 

I  am  pleased  to  mention  also,  that  fifty-two  teachers  have  taught  during 
the  year  in  the  same  school,  at  least  'twenty-four  have  continued  in  the 
same  school  as  during  the  previous  y.ear,  twenty  for  five  terms,  four  for  six 
terms,  one  for  cifht  terms  two  for  nine  terms,  and*  one  for  ten  terms,  con- 
eonsecutively.  There  are  still,  however,  too  many  districts  that  vhow  a 
curiositv  for  change.  Some  localities  seek  for  the  cheapest  teachers  they 
can  find  I  and  in  the  end  generally  have  the  dearest  school.  They  really 
throw  away  their  money,  and  worse  than  throw  it  away,  for  they  permit 
their  children  to  be  taught  vicious  habits  of  study  (or  rather  of  idleness) 
and  too  often  of  manners.  But  these  are  the  exceptions.  The  oitixens,  gen- 
erally, of  this  county  are  in  favor  of  good  schools  and  are  willing  to  gi^e 
them  the  necessary  pecuniary  support. 

Teachers  have  received  higher  wages  than  for  the  previous  year,  and  the 
wages  for  that  year  was  an  advance  on  previous  years  ;  the  average  wages 
of  male  teachers  this  year,  being  an  advance  of  10  per  centum,  and  for  fe- 
male teachers,  5  per  centum.  This  shows  the  advance  in  wages  of  female 
teachers  to  be  but  half  that  macde  in  wages  of  male  teachers;  but  in  indi- 
vidual cases  the  advance  has  been  far  larger  than  in  male  teachers'  wages, 
the  average  being  reduced  by  the  very  snu^  wages  in  some  other  districts. 
The  best  wages,  paid  female  teachers,  were  in  the  towns  of  Muscoda,  Lan- 
caster and  Tafton — in  the  first  942,  and  in  the  last  two  (40  per  month. 
The  best  wages,  paid  in  the  county  to  a  mule  teacher,  was  to  the  principal 
of  the  Boscobel  school,  975  per  month.  In  a  number  of  -districts  female 
teachers  have  received  from  $35  to  9^7.50,  and  males  from  9^^  ^o  9^0 
per  month.  It  is  but  right  that  labor  should  be  rewarded  according  to  the 
dilBoulty  and  importance  of  the  labor  itself,  the  responsibility  imposed,the 
preparation  required,  and  the  faithfulness  with  which  it  is  done.  Too 
many  have  heretofore  acted  upon  the  idea  that  a  woitan,  simply  because 
she  is  a  woman,  should  receive  for  the  same  labor,  as  well  done,  less  pay 
than  a  man,  simply  because  he  is  a  man,  should  receive.  Fortunately  the 
times  and  opinions  are  changing.  Next  year's  report  will  show  a  still  bet* 
ter  state  of  things. 

The  board  of  regents  of  normal  schools  has  during  the  year  located  one 
of  the  five  state  normal  schools  at  Pktteville,  in  this  county.  I  look  upon 
this  as  one  of  the  grand  results  of  the  year,  and  take  it  as  an  earnest  of 
better  things  to  come,  to  our  common  schools.  A  better  class  of  teachers 
of  necessity  creates  a  better  class  of  schools  ;  and  if  public  opinion  does  not 
ffo  ahead  in  elevating  the  sehools,  the  sehools  thus  improved  will  beget  a 
better  state  of  public  opinion  in  regard  to  them.  Hitherto  there  has  not 
been,  and  there  is  not  now  a  sufficiency  of  fir«t  olasj^.teaohers  tpfiU  the 
Ssvr. 
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schools  ;  and  hence  many  schools  are  necessarily  taueht  by, to  some  extent, 
incompetent  teachers.  We  look  to  the  state  normal  school  to  supply  this 
long  felt  want.  I  expect  it  to  withdraw  many  teachers  from  their  work 
next  winter  ;  and  thus,  for  the  time,  make  the  supply  of  teachers  smaller, 
but  in  time  it  will  make  payments  with  interest. 

In  the  matter  of  grading  there  has  been  great  progress  made  in  district 
No.  5,  (south  school)  of  Platteville,  and  in  the  school  at  Boscobel.  ^Fhese 
two  schools,  during  the  year,  were  quite  thoroughly  graded,  and  the  labor 
in  them  systematized.  The  other  schools  have  not  changed  in  this  partic- 
ular. The  two  schools  at  Platteville  and  that  at  Boscobel  are  the  only 
ones  in  the  county  well  gi'aded.  I  trust  that  soon  the  schools  at  Hazel 
Green,  Lancaster,  CassviUe,  Muscoda  and  Potosi  will  emulate  the  exam- 
ple of  the  former  ones.  There  are  still  other  points,  Wingville,  Wood- 
man, Patch  Grove,  Tafton,  British  Hollow  and'Beetbwn,  that  might  sus- 
tain graded  schools. 

The  new  school  house  at  Boficobel  has  been  well  seated  this  year,  with 
*'.  Kankin's  improved  school  desk," — this  district  have  now  two  good 
school  houses  upon  their  lot  and  are  beginning  to  discuss  the  necessity  of 
yet  another  to  meet  the  increased  and  yet  increasing  demand  for  room. 
There  have  been  several  school  houses  builded  during  the  year,  most  of 
them  of  improved  plan.  I  may  mention  those  of  districts  No.  1 
of  Fennimore  and  No.  16  of  Lancaster.  Yet  some  districts  build 
without  a  plan,  and  thus  waste  their  money  in  a  house  entirely  un- 
suited  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  built.  The  seating  of  the  house  at 
Hazel  Green  was  completed  during  the  present  year.  At  Boscobel  and 
GassviUe  complete  sets  of  outline  maps  have  been  procured  ;  and  at  the 
former,  a  supply  of  primary  charts,  and  considerable  other  apparatus,  as 
well  as  blackboards  all  around  the  several  rooms, — at  the  latter,  as  also  in 
district  No.  5  of  Platteville,  a  bell  sufficiently  large,  perhaps,  to  be  heard 
all  over  the  district  has  been  furnished.  At  Lancaster  steps  have  been 
taken  to  build  a  fine  school  house,  to  cost  about  912,000,  of  w^ich  96,500 
are  already  secured  with  which  to  commence  operations.  And  so  through- 
out the  county  there  are  many  improvements  and  signs  of  better  times. 

One  town,  Platteville,  has  moved  in  favor  of  the  township  district  sys- 
tem. The  member  of  assembly  from  that  district  is  instructed  to  ask  for 
a  law  allowing  towns  to  organize  their  schools  upon  this  system  i  and  this 
town  has  dedofed  unanimously  to  so  organize, when  so  permitted  to  do.  This, 
I  think  is  a  step  in  the  right^direction,  and  well  taken.  Some  towns,  per- 
haps some  entire  counties,  may  not  be  prepared  for  so  radical  a  change, — 
Platteville  is  ready,  and  will  gradually  educate  her  bordering  towns  up  to 
the  same  preparation.  I  hope  soon  to  see  the  system  adopted  throughout 
the  conntv  and  the  state.  By  it  every  man  may  have  the  advantages  of  a 
graded  school  which  every  town  can  thus  and  ought  to,  support,  and  which 
advantages  are  now  enjoyed  hj  those  only  who  live  in  a  few  of  the  village 
districts.  The  tendency  now  is  to  small  districts — ^the  villages  of  Beetown 
and  British  Hollow  are  now  divided  each  into  two  districts,  supporting  four 
second  rate  schools  at  a  greater  expense  than  would  be  the  expense  to  each 
district  to  sunport  a  good  school  of  two  departments,  and  still  the  children 
receive  but  little  advantages—crowded  eighty  together  in  a  room,  perhaps, 
sufficiently  large  to  accomodate  forty  pupils.    So  in  many  country  aistricts 
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there  is  the  same  tendency  to  divide — every  man  seeming  to  want  a  school 
hoase,  at  least  at  the  corner  of  his  farm.  There  are  two  other  evils  that 
possibly  the  tbwnship  district  system  might  reach  and  remedy  by  changing 
t}i6  levying  of  taxes  from  the  snb-distriot  to  the  to;nrn8hip,  and  removing 
the  ezpenaiture  of  it  from  the  sub-officers  to  the  town  officers.  1  refer  to 
the  neglect  to  enclose  school  grounds^  and  to  furnish  them  with  outhouses. 
By  the  town  clerks'  reports  for  this  year,  only  twenty  sites  out  of  two 
hundred  (or  one-tenth  of  all  in  the  county,)  are  well  inclosed,  and  only 
thirty-nine  of  the  same  number  are  furnished  with  outhouses  in  good  con- 
dition. Tasteful  schoolrooms  and  surroundings  are  appreciated  by  all  live 
teachers  and  intelligent  people  generally.  Common  decency,  not  to  men- 
tion a  regard  for  the  innate  sentiment  of  purity  and  refinement  in  children, 
should,  it  would  seem,  prompt  school  boards  to  furnish  these  necessary 
buildings.  That  so  many  of  our  school  houses,  standing  as  they  do  upon 
the  open  prairie,  and  often  disputing  the  right  of  way  with  passing  wagons 
and  carriages,  should  be  uninclosed  and  unfurnished  with  outhouses,  is  far 
froin  creditable  to  our  county. 

During  the  present  year  1  have  begun  to  require  monthly  reports  from 
the  teachers.  I  have  received  such  reports  &om  one  hundred  and  forty- 
five  teachers.  I  had  no  means  of  putting  blanks  into  the  hands  of  all  the 
teachers  during  the  first  term  of  using  them.  I  find  them  a  great  means 
of  inducing  teachers  to  put  forth  their  best  efforts  ;  and,  I  take  it,  they 
have  an  effect  upon  pupils,  too.  *  I  have  endeavored  to  make  the  reports 
suggestive  of  improvements  such  as  enterprising  teachers  can  easily  make. 
They  are  a  help  in  seourii^  co-operation  between  teachers  and  superin- 
tendent. 

I  have  held  during  the  year  two  institutes :  one  at  Boscobel,  from  Sep- 
tember 1st  to  the  8tn,  attended  by  seventy  six  teachers  ;  the  other  at  Lan- 
caster, from  April  2d  to  the  6th,  attended  by  one  hundred  and  twelve 
teachers.  I  had  no  help  this  year  in  conducting  institutes,  but  that  of 
teaches  of  the  county  m  conducting  drills,  discussions,  &o.,  with  the  ex- 
ceptions below,  t  would  especially  mention  Rev.  Julius  Schum,  formerly 
of  Lancaster,  whose  zeal  for  the  cause  of  ponular  education,  as  well  as  his 
liberal  culture  in  the  schools  of  Prussia,  fits  him  so  well  to  instruct  teach- 
ers both  by  class  drills  and  lectures.  I  trust  that  the  citizens  of  Cham- 
paign county,  Illinois,  whither  he  has  moved,  may  receive  from  him  such 
benefit  as  have  we  of  Grant,  I  would  mention,  also,  A.  R.  Bushnell,  of 
Lancaster,  who,  leaving  the  dry  •forms  of  the  law  for  a  few  days,  very  nat- 
urally found  himself  a  niche  among  those  of  his  former  calling,  rendering 
Yaluable  aid  in  drilling  classes,  in  discussions,  and  in  lecturing.  Whilst 
in  most  things  we  have  hfeen  gainers  during  the  year,  in  one  thing  we 
have  greatly  lost.  Jno.  J.  Copp,  who  as  a  lecturer  and  co-laborer  in  gen- 
eral institute  work  for  the  past  three  years  has  been  second  to  none,  having 
returned  to  his  home,  at  Groton,  Conn.,  having  laid  down  the  ferule  to 
adjust  the  wig  to  his  cranium. 

There  were  present  at  my  examinations,  during  the  year,  414  candidates, 
of  these  258  received  certificates — 3  of  the  first,  6  of  the  second,  and  249 
of  the  third  grade.  Some  of  these  are  twice  counted,  having  been  exam; 
ined  spring  and  fall.  In  addition  to  these  I  graated  26  local  certificates 
to  persons  who,  although  failing  to  come  up  to  the  standard,  j^veevidence 
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of  aptness  to  teach.  This  gives  a  total  of  283  lioensed  to  teach  in  the 
county  daring  the  year.  And  here  is  an  evidence  of  improvement — 25 
local  certificates  this  year,  last  year  43.  I  have  refused  many  applications 
^of  school  boards  that  I  would  license  particular  ones  for  their  schools,  but 
'  such  applications  are  becoming  rarer,  and  1  hope  they  may  cease  altogether. 
He  or  she  who  aspires  to  instruct  the  youth  of  the  land,  should  be  quali* 
fied  to  pass  an  examination  for,  a  third  grade  certificate.  Yet  there  are 
those  who  would  be  willing  to  teach  on  a  local  license  all  their  days,  if 
such  license  could  be  secured  year  after  year.  I  have  preferred  to  grant  a 
local  license  to  those  who  apply  for  the  first  time  rather  than  to  those  wjio 
havo  taught  term  after  term,  and  seem  quite  content  with  their  qualifica- 
tions. I  am  g]ad  that  United  States  history  was  put  into  tho  biianches 
required  for  a  third  grade  certificate.  Teachers  should  know  something  of 
the  origin  of  our  govenment  and  the  history  of  our  country.  1  trust  the 
day  will  soon  come  when  an  examination  will  require  some  knowledge  of  a 
constitutional  text  book,  or  science  of  government ;  and  these  things 
should  be  taught  in  all  our  district  schools,  if  not  from  text  books,-  at 
leabt  orally  and  as  general  exercises. 

D.  GRAY  PURMAN, 

CoiaUy  Superintendent. 


KENOSHA  COUNTY. 

In  connection  with  my  regular  report,  I  hav4  the  honor  to  transmit  the 
following  special  report : 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  prosperity  to  the  majority  of  the  schools 
of  this  county.  Very  much  of  this  prosperitv  can  be  directly  traced  to 
the  efforts  of  my  predecessors  in  office-^ B.  L.  Dodge  and  R.  Graham. 
Both  these  gentlemen  did  all  in  their  power  to  induce  teachers  and  pupils 
to  be  earnest  and  thorough  in  their  work ;  and  we  see  something  of  the 
efiect  of  this  in  the  steady  improvement  of  our  teachers  as  a  class. 

Patrons  are  negligent  about  visiting  schools,  although  they  show  their 
appreciation  of  successful  teachers,  by  paying  such  a  fair  price  and  contin- 
uing them  in  the  same  school  two  or  more^terms.  Wherever  a  new  school 
house  has  been  built  during  the  year,  the  people  have  shown  their  liberali- 
ty by  voting  such  taxes  as  wouldinsure^a  good  house,  every  wav  fitted  for 
school  purposes.  For  such  school  builditogs,  two  districts  in  tlie  town  of 
Pleasant  Prairie  deserve  especial  notice. 

District  No.  2  has  nearly  completed  a  school  house,  of  which  the  esti- 
mated cost  is  two  thousand .  dollars  ($2,000).  Site  for  house  is  twelve 
(12)  rods  square,  inclosed  by  a  substantial  board  fence.  Building,  22x36 
feet,  with  basement  below  and  school  room  above.  Basement  built  of 
sto^e  and  brick,  seven  (7)  feet  in  height,  divided  into  two  rooms,  one  for 
fud,  the  other  for  the  use  of  pupils.  The  school  room  is  to  be  furnished 
with  desks  and  seats  having  iron  standards.  The  ceiling  is  twelve  (12) 
feet  in  height.  Ventilators  Mre  so  arranged  that,  with  a  thoughtful  teach- 
er, pure  air  may  always  fill  the  room.  The  building  is  to  be  completed, 
xeady  for  the  winter  term* 
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Distriot  No.  11,  Pleasant  Prairie,  has  completed  a  school  house  second 
to  none  in  the  county  for  oonvenioncQ.  School  room  25z35  feet ;  height 
of  ceiling  twelve  (12)  feet ;  estimated  cost,  one  thousand.dollars  ($1000). 
A  good  bell  on  the  house  aids  the  teacher  in  securing  punctuality.  The 
site  for  house  contains  a  half  acre,  enclosed  by  a  good  board  fence.  The 
play  grounds  are  separated  by  a  high,  tight  fence,  running  from  the  rear  of 
the  house  to  the  rear  of  the  yard. 

In  connection  with  this,  I  would  respectfully  urge  on  those  who  have 
charge  of  the  erection  of  school  houses,  that  more  attention  be  paid  to  the 
seating  of  the  same,  the  position  of  the  stove  and  ventilation.  The  seats 
should  be  chairs,  fastened  to  iron  standards,  with  a  single  desk  for  each 
pupil,  and  each  of  these  at  the  proper  height. 

Tho  following  schools  have  secured  the  highest  per  cent,  of  attendance 
during  the  summer  term  : 

District  Xo.  2,  Somers,  96  per  cent.-^Mr.  L.  0.  Lee,  teacher. 
District  No.  2,  Pleasant  Prairie,  94  percent. — Mies  L.  F.  Bourne,  teacher. 
District  No.  7,  Somers,  98  per  cent. — ^Miss  B.  M.  Spence,  teacher. 
District  No.  8,  Somers,  92  per  cent. — Miss  Ella  Patterson,  teacher.  % 

The  summer  terms  of  our  common  schools,  usually  comm^ce  in  the 
month  of  May,  and  continue  until  the  last  of  August,  thereby  including 
the  two  months  of  the  year  most  unfavorable  to  study.  If  this  were 
changed,  so  as  to  have  no  school  during  July  and  August,  a  great  ad- 
▼aneement  would  be  made  toward  securing  a  more  regular  attendance. 

A  few  districts  have  made  the  change  thus  indicated — making  three 
school  terms  in  the  year,  commencing  the  fall  tiprm  in  September,  and 
closing  the  summer  term  the  last  of  June.  It  is  partly  owing  to  this  fact, 
that  districts  No.  2,  both  of  Somers  and  Pleasant  Prairie,  stand  highest 
in  the  county  for  attendance. 

L.  W.  BRIGQS, 

County  SuperintendtTU. 


KEWAUNEE  COUNTY. 

There  has  been  very  little  improvement  in  building  or  repairing  school 
houses  during  the  past  year ;  we  have  six  frame  and  about  tlurty  log  school 
houses,  the  wcmet  are  very  well  arranged,  but  the  latter  are  very  poor  and 
unsuitable  for  the  purposes  designed. 

We  have  two  gradea  schools  with  two  departments  each,  one  at  Kewau- 
nee, and  one  at  Ahnepee,  which  have  been  conducted  by  experienced  and 
successful  teachers. 

LYMAN  WALKER,  ^^^j 

County  Superintendent. 
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LA  CROSSE  COUNTY. 

• 

We  have,  in  this  county,  exclusive  of  the  city  schools,  sixty-three  school 
districts,  in  whicb  are  employed  sixty-six  teachers,  three  of  the  schools 
having  each  two  departments.  To  supply  these  schools  with  teachers  I 
have  held,  during  the  past  year,  eight  public  examinations  and  have  ex- 
amined one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  applicants  for  certificates  of  the  third 
grade,  one  hundred  and  four  of  whom  received  such  certificates  and  four- 
teen wore  licensed  to  teach  particular  schools,  while  the  remaining  thirty- 
nine  have  been  rejected.  There  were  six  applicants  for  certificates  of  the 
second  grade,  two  of  whom  received  them,  three  received  third  grade  and 
one  rejected,  and  two  applicants  for  certificates  of  the  first  grade,  to  one  of 
whom  such  certificate  was  issued,  the  other  receiving  a  certificate  of  the 
third  grade,  making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  certificates  is- 
sued—one of  the  first,  two  of  the  second,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  of  the  third  grade,  including  those  to  whom  limited  certificates  were 
given.  Of  these,  I  would  say  that  while  I  do  not  approve  of  the  system 
of  permitting  any  person  to  teach  who  does  not  possess  the  necessary  at- 
tainments to  entitle  him  to  a  third  grade  certificate,  the  scarcity  of  teach- 
ers to  supply  our  winter  schools  has  compelled  ihe  ip  adopt]this  expedient. 
Of  the  foirteen  licenses  issued,  twelve  have  been  frr  the  present  term  of 
schools.  It  may  be  urged  with  some  degree  of  plausibility  that  it  would 
be  much  better  to  have  no  school.  I,  for  a  long  time,  entertained  the 
same  idea,  but  am  now  satisfied  that  with  schools  as  we  have  them  in  this 
county,  there  are  many  who  cannot  pass  the  required  examination — the 
superintendent  exercising  his  judgment  in  the  selection — who,  to  say  the 
least,  would  do  much  better  in  the  schools  than  to  have  the  school  houses 
closed  all  the  year.  Such  is  especially  the  case  in  many  of  our  newly  or- 
ganized school  districts,  which  are  settled  entirely  by  those  who  speak 
some  foreign  language,  and  to  whose  children — well  grown  toward  man  and 
womanhood — the  only  opportunity  that  will  ever  be  presented  for  them  to 
learn  to  read  and  write  the  English  language  will  be  within  the  next  two 
or  three  years. 

Of  the  sixty-three  districts  in  the  county,  one  is  still  without  a  public 
school  building;  the  inhabitants  maintained  a  school,  however,  eight 
months  during  the  last  year  in  a  private  house.  The  greater  part  of  the 
houses  are  framed  structures  and,  of  themselves,  present  a  very  comforta- 
ble and  cheerful  external  appearance.  They  are,  however,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, devoid  of  almost  everything  that  would  render  them  attractive  in 
their  surroundings.  No  enclosures,  no  shade  trees,  no  play  grounds, 
nothing  but  the  naked  school  house  placed  in  a  slight  expansion  of  the  pub- 
lic highway.  There  are  two  buildings  of  brick  and  three  of  V^gs.  Very 
few  of  the  buildings  are  supplied  with  outline  maps  and  none  with  geo- 
graphical, philosophical  or  astronomical  apparatus.  Blackboards  are  in 
most  cases  rather  small,  though  most,  or  at  least  many  of  the  school 
houses  are  being  improved  in  this  particular  The  outhouses — ^be  it  said 
to  the  credit  of  the  county — are  generally  in  a  very  good  condi- 
tion. There  have  been  three  new  school  buildings  completed  during  the 
last  year,  and  several  others  are  in  process  of  erection.  At  the  present 
rate  of  improvement,  in  a  few  years  our  county  will  be  very  creditably 
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snppHecI  with  publio  school  buildings,  and  we  sidoerely  hope  that  there  will 
be  a  ooiAmendable  interest  in  making  them  attractive  and  inviting  to  the 
pupils  as  well  as  furnishing  them  with  the  most  approved  means  of  impart- 
ing instruction. 

1  have  required  each  ttacher  in  the  county  to  make  a  report  of  the 
school  at  the  end  of  each  month,  the  blanks  for  which  I  have  furnished 
them  in  order  to  make  them  uniform.  Among  the  things  to  bo  reported 
is  a  statement  of  all  the  time  lost  during  the  month  by  absence  or  tardi- 
ness, and  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise  to  see  the  amount  of  time  lost,  by 
those  who  pretend  to  attend  school  during  the  term,  and  I  venture  the  as- 
sertion that  the  per  centage  of  attendance  is  quite  as  large  as  in  a  majori- 
ty of  the  counties  in  the  state.  I  think  the  practice  has  had  a  salutary 
effect  upon  our  teachers  and  a  good  influence  upon  our  schools.  One  fea- 
ture which  has  been  a  source  of  much  good,  I  think,  is  in  having  the 
names  of  all  those  who  have  lost  no  time  by  being  absent  or  tardy  and 
those  who  are  perfect  in  recitations  and  deportment,  embodied  in  the  re- 
port which  I  copy  into  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  publish  in  the 
county  papers  in  my  general  term  report  to  the  people  of  the  county. 

I  have  visited  each  school  in  the  county  twice  during  the  year  and  many 
of  them  oftener.  This  is  invariably  done  without  notice  to  the  teachers. 
These  visits  have  satisfied  me  of  two  things — first,  that  our  teachers  are 
all,  or  nearly  all,  working  hard  for  the  interest  of  our  schools,  and  second, 
that  the  patrons  are  very  little  interested  in  their  schools  after  they  have 
employed  their  teachers  and  got  them  ''  running ;"  or  if  they  are  interested 
they  do  not  prove  it  by  the  •*  best  evidence,"  viz  :  visltiQg  the  schools. 
I  think  it  is  safe  to  say  that  three-fourths  of  all  the  school  in  the  county 
are  never  visited  during  the  entire  year  by  a  single  patron.  Such  is  the 
deplorable  state  of  things,  but  what  shall  be  the  remedy  I  will  not  attempt 
to  say. 

We  held  one  institute  the  last  year  in  tlie  city  of  La  Crosse  for  the 
teachers  of  the  eity  and  county.  It  was  well  attended,  continued  four 
days  and  a  half,  and  was  upon  the  whole  a  success  and  resulted  in  good  to 
our  teachers. 

Generally,  we  have  every  reason  to  be  encouraged  and  engage  in  the 
work  with  renewed  vigor  for  the  ensuing  year,  for  there  is  every  prospect 
of  making  the  schools  in  this  county  second  to  none  in  the  state.  We 
have  talent,  industry,  wealth,  and  last,  but  not  least,  a  high  moral  senti- 
ment pervading  the  entire  county,  oommunicated  from  the  parent  to  the 
child  and  cultivated  and  fostered  until  it  presents  an  admirable  spectacle. 
Under  these  favorable  circumstances,  having  our  admirable  school  system, 
it  would  be  a  miracle  indeed  if  the  education  of  our  youth  were  neglected. 
But  I  have  so  much  faith  in  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  our  citizens 
that  I  cannot  but  believe  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  wh«n  this  county 
will  stand  first  among  the  counties  in  the  state,  in  view  of  her  many  educa- 
tional facilities  and  the  intelligence  and  moral  worth  of  her  sons  and 
daughters. 

J.  E.  ATWATER, 

County  Superintendent, 
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LA  FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  general  ntatement  touoning  the 
condition  of  the  pnblic  schools  of  thi^  connty.  In  adflition  to  this,  I  shall 
present  a  few  observations,  which,  however  peguliar  in  manner  and  form, 
will  not,  I  feel,  be  deemed  irrelevant  to  the  general  subject  matter.  The 
accompanying  annual  report,  as  you  will  perceive,  is  characterized  by  er- 
rors, both  of  omission  and  commission.  These  features  are  to  be  ascribed 
.  either  to  neglect,  or  to  the  want  of  a  proper  understanding  on  the  part  of 
certain  of  the  town  clerks,  of  those  duties,  upon  tho  proper  discharge  of 
which  must  depend  the  accuracy  of  the  report  of  the  superintendent.  This 
is  an  evil  which  seems  inseparable  from  our  present  elective  system,  by 
reason  of  the  changes  which  are  constantly  taking  place  in  the  officers  who 
administer  our  school  affairs.  Every  recurring  election  is  liable  to  result 
in  the  choice  of  new  officers,  who,  in  the  nature  of  things,  cannot  in  all 
cases,  acquire  that  familiarity  with  the  duties  of  their  respective  positions 
necessary  to  assure  accuracy  in  their  reporis.  ' 

As  regards  the  general  working  of  our  school  system  in  this  county,  I 
believe  it  to  be  in  the  main  successful,  and  as  well  adapted  to  the  condi- 
tion of  society  existing  here,  as  anv  that  could  be  desired.  Perfection  is 
not  found  in  this  world,  yet  some  individuals  and  some  systems  approach  . 
perfection  more  nearly  than  others  To  those  of  us  engaged  in  education- 
al matters,  the  study  should  be  to  render  our  school  system  as  nearly  per- 
fect as  possible.  To  do  this  requires  time,  thought,  labor,  and  money. 
Effort  is  needed  on  the  part  of  the  various  parties  concerned. 

Nothing,  as  I  conceive,  is  more  essential  to  the  success  of  our  system, 
than  the  election  of  the  right  kind  of  men  as  school  officers.  By  this  I 
meauk  men  who  possess  a  fair  share  of  education,  and  with  this  correct 
principles,  and  who  are  willing  to  give  the  time  requisite  for  the  proper 
discharge  of  their  duties,  prompted  by  the  consciousness  that  they  are 
thereby  promoting  the  public  good  and  the  individual  welfare  of  th(>se  to 
whose  keeping  must  soon  be  committed  all  that  pertains  to  the  interests  of 
society. 

The  schools  under  our  system  are  the  people's  schools,  and  it  behooves 
the  people  to  know  who  are  the  men  entrusted  with  their  control  and  gov- 
ernment. Do  they  act  as  men  maintaining  the  authority  and  power  with 
which  their  office  invests  them,  and  see  that  a  teacher  is  upheld  in  her  au- 
thority over  her  puf  ils  ?  Are  they  men  of  liberal  and  generous  views  and 
feelings  ?  Are  they  men  capable  of  appreciating  worth  and  talent  in  a 
teacher  ?  Are  they  men  that  are  really  interested  in  the  teacher's  welfare 
and  the  pupil's  progress  ? 

Though  there  is  no  pecuniary  compensation  allowed  our  district  school 
officers,  is  not  the  consciousness  of  doing  good  to  hundreds  of  children  a 
^reward  in  itself?  Is  not  the  fact  that  the  members  of  a  single  school 
board,  have  it  in  their  power,  to  a  great  extent,  to  form  the  character  and 
mould  the  destinies  of  perhaps  one  hundred  children,  reward  enough  ? 
Twenty  years  hence  the  timid  girls  and  stirring  boys,  who  now  greet  the 
visiting  school  officers  with  a  smile,  will  be  able  to  appreciate  the  time  and 
effort  bestowed  by  the  board  for  their  good,  and  will  rise  up  to  do  them 
reverence  as  hene/actor$  of  their  race*     Or  are  the  members  of  the  school 
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board  men  that  would  sacrifice  the  good  of  the  gchool  and  the  interests  of 
the  teachers  rather  than  yield  the  exercise  of  one  iota  of  their  power  and 
their  authority,  rather  than  overcome  a  prejudice  or  abandon  a  whim  ? 

TIAOHEBS. 

It  is  difficult  to  place  any  one  in  the  exact  position  that  talents  and  at- 
taincients  deserve.  Extrinsic  circumstances  have  much  to  do  with  it. 
Nevertheless  those  who  devote  themselves  conscientiously  to  attaining  ex- 
cellence in  their  profession  will  study  its  improvement  and  its  progress. 
And  this  leads  to  the  inquiry,  are  the  teachers  in  the  public  schools  proud 
of  their  profession  ?  And  do  they  unite  with  each  other  in  sustaining  its 
dignity  and  honor  ?  Or  do  they  teach  merely  for  the  money,  regardless  of 
the  solemn  responsibility  resting  upon  them  to  prepare  their  pupils  to  bat^ 
tie  bravely  and  courageously  in  the  conflict  of  life  ?  Do  they  implant  in 
them  principles  of  honor  and  justice  to  all  men  ?  Are  they  men  ana  women 
of  pure  sentiment,  of  noble  aims  and  high  purposes  ?  Are  they  willing  to 
do  what  seems  best  for  their  pupils  in  all  things? 

If  it  is  difficult  to  make  an  idea  take  root  in  a  child's  brain,  does  that 
excuse  the  process  of  some  teachers  in  the  public  schools  of  grinding  chil- 
dren into  machines  as  nearly  alike  mentally,  as  possible  ?  Or  should  orig- 
inality and  individuality  be  brought  out  more  in  children  ?  Qan  our 
teachers  boast  of  sufficient  intellect  and  variety  of  culture  to  be  capable  of 
such  development?  i^o  teachers  give  sufficient  vent  to  the  animal  spirits 
of  the  naturally  active  and  buoyant  children  ?  Do  they  render  the  exer- 
cises sufficiently  varied?  and  do  they  employ  sufficient  judgment  and  com- 
mon sense  in  the  administration  of  corporal  punishment  ? 

PARENTS. 

Another  and  most  essential  condition  to  the  successful  and  harmonious 
working  of  our  school  system,  is  the  relation  which  parents  Qhould  sustain 
to  it.  In  many  instances  the  regulation  prohibiting  the  admission  of  chil- 
dren under  the  age  of  four  years  into  the  public  schools  is  disregarded, find , 
we  find  parents  sending  babes  of  three  years  of  age  to  school,  ''to  have  * 
them  out  of  the  way ;"  thus  rendering  the  primary  room  a  nursery  of  puny, 
peevish,  sickly  little  creatures,  to  be  kept  in  a  strained  and  tiresome  po- 
sition six  hours  a  day.  Do  the  parents  invite  the  teachers  of  their  chil- 
dren to  visit  them  and  learn  what  progress  their  children  are  making, 
whether  the  teachers  are  such  as  to  improve,  elevate,  instruct  and  refine 
their  children  ?  Do  they  co-operate  with  the  teachers?  Do  they  instil  a 
feeling  of  respect,  reverence  and  affection  for  the  teacher  into  the  hearts 
of  their  children  ? 

CHAS.  B.  JENNINGS,  .   / 

County  Superintendent, 
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MANITOWOC  COUNTY. 

I  regret  that  the  time  of  making  my  annual  report  has  occurred  as  I 
am  making  semi-annual  examinations,  which  will  preclude  any  lengthy 
special  report  from  me. 

The  cause  of  education  in  Manitowoc  county  is  prospering  finely.  New 
frame  school  houses  are  the  order  of  the  day,  and  a  numoer  have  been 
erected  within  the  past  season.  The  people  are  getting  more  liberal  in 
financial  matters  for  the  support  of  schools,  and  a  general  feeling  of  interest 
for  the  cause  of  children  seems  to  pervade  them. 

The  amendments  to  the  school  code  passed  by  the  last  legislature,  are 
just  and  sound,  particularly  that  portion  which  compels  five  months  school, 
instead  of  three,  and  that  relating  to  officers  employiag  teachers  without 
certificates. 

JERE.  CROWLEY, 

County  Superintendent 


MARATHON  COUNTY. 

Marathon  is  divided  into  a  German  and  an  American  district,  for  some 
paHs  of  the  county  are  exclusively  settled  by  Germans,  while  others  are 
inhabited  by  Americans  only.  The  towns  of  Jenny,  Texas,  Weston,  Mo- 
sinee,  Ku^owlton  and  part  of  the  town  of  Wausau  may  be  said  to  consti- 
tute the  American — those  of  Berlin,  Stettin  and  Marathon  and  part  of 
Wausau  making  the  German  district.  In  the  districts  where  the  inhabit- 
ants are  mostly  Ajnerican,  schools  have  gone  on  as  they  generally  do  in 
newly  settled  parts  of  the  country.  At  present  there  arc  six  respectable 
school  houses  in  them — frame  buildings  well  furnished,  though  outline 
maps  have  found  their  way  into  one  of  them  only.  We  have  here  7  good 
teachers  and  some  of  the  rest  make  promising  progress.  Of  a  few  I  must 
say  that  they  have,  or  at  If^ast  had,  the  opinion  that  being  Americans  qual- 
ified them  to  teach  eo  ipse,  at  least  in  a  small  school  or  in  German  dis- 
tricts ;  and  it  seemed  hard  to  such  to  be  compelled  to  begin  to  study  for 
themselves.  The  teachers  all  seem  to  make  effort  to  advance  and  qualify 
themselves  better  for  their  office,  and  such  as  do  not,  we  hope  will  soon  be 
released.  I  have  granted  89  certificates  up  to  the  17th  of  October,  in- 
cluding those  granted  at  the  fall  examinations  ;  of  these  24  were  given  to 
American  applicants  and  1&  to  Germans.  Only  one  of  our  teachers  holds 
a  first  grade  certificate — and  I  think  these  should  be  sparingly  given  and 
to  such  only  as  really  deserve  this  honor.  Two  teachers  hold  a  second 
grade,  which  leaves  36  third  grade  certificates,  and  of  these  quite  a  num- 
ber were  limited  to  six  months. 

In  the  districts  where  the  inhabitants  are  exclusively  Germans,  there  are 
eight  good  log  school  houses  well  furnished,  and  one  frame  building — out- 
line maps  have  found  their  way  into  2  of  them,  several  are  furnished  with 
other  maps  and  about  5  districts  are  to  be  supplied  with  maps  this  year. 


75    '  .1 

One  good  log  sohool  honse  is  now  building  in  which  the  children  of  two 
formerly  very  smftll  districts  will  be  instructed.     Though  the  Germans  in 
oar  county  have  shown  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  education  of  their 
children,  oar  public  schools  among  them  have  proved  a  failure  on  account 
of  the  management  of  them  for  several  years.     The  first  districts  were  or- 
ganized about  seven  years  ago  ;  American  teachers  were  hired  in  most  of 
them  and  nothing  but  English  was  taught,  and  the  children  hobbled  through 
their  primer  year  after  year,    and — ^knew  entirely  nothing  of  what  they 
were  reading.     So  it  was  with  most  of  these  districts.     In  others  Germaa 
teachers  were  employed  that  hardly  knew  anything  of  the  English  language 
beyond  reading  < 'Saunders'  second,"  but  even  these  did  not  teach  the  German 
language  in  their  schools.     In  the  best  schools  among  the  Germans  of  our 
county,  the^hildren  at  last  attained  to  the  high  standing  of  bein£  able 
mechanically  to  read   *<  Saunders'  Third  Reader,"  but  still  they  wen  not 
able  to  speak  English  enough  to  sell  a  few  pounds  of  butter,  nor  could  they 
give  even  the  most  simple  sentence  correctly  in  German.     That  has  been 
the  so-called  education  of  the  children  of  the  Germans  ii^  our  county — 
Bpeaking  of  them  as  a  whole.  It  is  a  sad  picture  but  very  true  and  correct. 
I  have  made  it  my  study  to  watch  these  schools  and  find  out  where  the 
fault  lay  ;  and  I  must  say  the  prinoipal  cause  of  such   decided  failure  is 
that  those  children  were  not  taught  to  read  in  their  own  language  first. 
Allow  me  to  state  how  I  would  manage  these  schools  to  insure  success. 
The  children  should  first  learn  to  express  their  thoughts  in  their  mother 
tongue ;  they  should  first  learn  to  read  that   and  afterward  they  would 
learn  more  of  the  English  language  in  three  months  than  they  would  learn, 
in  the  old  way,  in  three  ye&rs.     A  good  teacher,    conducting  a  school  in 
that  way,  might  challenge  the  world  to  conlpete  with  him.     This  is  my 
firm  opinion — the  result  of  years   of  careful  observation.     I  will  further 
state  what  has  led  me  to  believe  that  our  public  schools  can  be  made  ben- 
eficial to  foreigners  only  if  conducte'd  on  this  principle.     The  Germans  are 
divided  up  into  hundreds  of  dialects,  so  different  from  each  other  that  men 
of  different  dialects  can  hardly  understand  each  other.     Out  of  twenty 
German  families  not  one  uses  the  regular  German  in  family  intercourse. 
Their  children,  therefore,  taken  as  a  whole,  are  not  able  to  understand  this 
book-German — if  I  am  allowed  to  so  express  myself.     Men  of  all  dialects, 
however,  are  able  to  make  themselves  understood  in  this  so-called  **  high- 
dntch."     N*w  these  children  that  do  not  even  understand   their  mother 
tongue  are  bothered  with  learning  a  foreign  language  of  which  they  do 
not  hear  a  word  at  home.     How  can  the  schools,  managed  in  such  a  way, 
prove  otherwise  than  a  &ilnre.     But  let  the  child's  mind  have  a  chance  to 
enlarge  by  the  use  of  its  own  language  a!:d  it  will  in  time  learn  another 
language  ten  times  faster  and  understandinsly.     How  would  it  be  with 
American  children  were  they  sent  to  a  French  or  Spanish  school  frotn  the 
first,  their  parents  not  being  able   to  speak   either  of  those  languages  ? 
What  wonderful  progress  they  would  make.     Therefore,  to  make  our  pub- 
lic schools  profitable  amone  the  German  part  of  our  population  their  chil- 
dren should  first  learn  their  own  language. 

It  may  be  objected  that  then  the  English  language  would  be  neglected. 
I  firmly  answer — no  !  but  the  children  will  learn  more  of  English  and  learn 
it  more  understandingly  in  this  way  than  they  would  otherwise,     To  the 
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objection  that  the  public  sohpolB  are  built  for  Eoglish  iastruction,  I  an- 
swer: it  is  80,but  the  question  is  how  a  thorough  English  or  American  ed- 
ucation md^  be  soonest  acquired  by  a  child  of  a  foreigner  ;  and  here  I  am 
firmly  convinced  that,  if  we  would  conduct  our  schools  in  the  way  indicat- 
ed, pur  children  would  reach  that  end  at  least  three  times  as  soon  as  they 
possibly  could  in  any  othei:  way  under  the  circumstances. 

In  the  German  districts  spoken  of,  there  are  now  employed  German  toacb- 
ers  that  are  well  qualified  in  their  mother  tongue,  and  hard  trying  to  go 
ahead  in  the  English,  and  such  as  would  not,  we  hope  soon  to  dispose  of. 
Schools  in  these  districts  are  doing  vei^r  well,  with  but  few  exceptions, 
considering  the  very  unfavorable  circumstances,  as  these  are  nearly  the 
same  as  when  a  student  learns  a  strange  language.  It  must  always  be 
kept  in  mind  that  these  children  are  doing  a  student's  work  jji  our  public 
scho^  and  then  one  cannot  do  otherwise  than  be  satisfied  with  their  pro- 
gress. In  such  of  tliese  districts  where  the  English  language  is  used  at 
home  it  does  tolerably  well  to  teach  that  language  only — though  it  would 
be  both  an  honor  to  the  state  and  also  greatly  beneficial  to  the  common- 
wealth if  as  many  of  its  children  as  could  learn  both  languages  were  given 
a  chance  to  do  so — but  in  those  districts,  where  parents  are  unable  to  use 
the  language  of  our  country,  the  children  are  sadly  behind  those  that  have 
learned  both  German  and  English  in  the  sohools. 

1  know  that  most  teachers  employed  as  such  in  our  German  districts 
would  not  be  well  qualified  to  teacn  in  most  of  our  American  districts,  but 
still  we  have  no  others,  and  since  they  are  ahead  of  the  children  and  are 
trying  to  acquire  more  and  more  knowledge  of  the  English  language,  we 
cannot  at  present  do  better  than  to  let  them  be  emploved,  with  the  under- 
standing that  they  must  go  ahead  or  give  up  their  claim  to  keeping  school. 
If  they  nad  been  thus  morally  compelled  to  study  by  every  one  of  my  pre- 
decessors, thoy  might  now  be  excellent  teachers. 

Finally  I  would  say  :  let  us  concede  to  foreigners  their  own  language, 
as  all  civilized  nations  do  to  Englishmen  living  among  them  in  any  consid- 
erable number,  and  they  will  be  sooner  and  better  Americanized  than  other 
wise.  Let  us  remember  that  the  people  of  Sohleswig  and  Holstein  have 
not  been  made  Danes  by  tvrannicaliy  compelling  them  to  forsake  their  dear 
mother  toneue  in  their  schools  and  churches.  Then  will  these  German 
Americans  be  able,  too,  to  be  the  teachers  of  their  countrymen  that  will 
be  constantly  coming  jover  for  centuries  to  come.  If  the  law.  could  allow 
it,  I  would  still  go  a  step  further  and  say,  let  us  even  tolerate  their  teach- 
ing bible  truth  in  the  schools  if  they  are  all  of  the  same  religious  convic- 
tions, for  Christianity  must  make  up  the  foundation  of  real  morality  and 
the  happiness  of  our  nation,  and  of  the  stability  of  its  repiiblioan  form  of 
government. 

Some  of  our  smaller  districts  have  been  consolidated.  We  are  trying  to 
better  our  schools  and  to  press  forward,  and  looking  back  and  viewing  what 
has  been  done,  I  dare  say  that  our  schools  have  made*  move  in  a  good  di- 
rection, and  in  that  direction,  God  helping,  we  will  try  to  go  forward. 

J.  JACOB  HOFFMAN, 

County  Superintendent. 
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MARQUETTE  COUNTY. 

\ 

The  soliools  in  tbis  connty  are  generally  doing  well. 

There  was  a  marked  improTement  in  the  summer  term,  and  that  of  last 
winter,  in  regard  to  ardtr,  system,  &c  Oause.  More  life  and  energy 
in  the  teachers,  and  more  interest  manifested  by  the  patrons  in  the  welfare 
of  their  school. 

There  seems  to  he  a  vacancy  in  our  present  system  in  regard  to  the  su< 
perrision  of  schools.  We  need  a  connecting  link  between  the  county  su- 
perintendent and  the  schools,  whidh  should  be  supplied  by  reviving  the 
office  of  town  superintendent,  with  the  same  powers  and  duties  as  former- 
ly, except  the  examination  and  licensing  of  teachers. 

HARVEY  8.  MILLER, 

County  SuperifUend&iU. 


MILWAUKEE   COUNTY- 

V 

VIEST    niSTRtOT. 

In  addition  to  the  abstract  of  the  reports  of  town  clerks  already  for- 
warded,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  the  following  statement  regarding  the 
condition  of  schools  in  this  district : 

There  have  been  no  new  school  houses  built  during  the  year  ;  however, 
district  boards  are  most  active  in  making  any  repairs  that  are  found  neces- 
sary to  the  convenience  or  comfort  of  the  scholars. 

This  superintendent  district  comprises  five  towns,  which  are  divided  into 
three  inspectlbn  districts.  During  the  past  year,  I  have  held  seven  meet- 
ings for  the  examination  of  teachers,  three  in  the  spring  and  four  in  the 
fM,  These  meetings  were  attended  hy  87  applicants  for  examination.  Of 
this  number  56  have  received  third  grade  certificates  ;  2  received  second 
grade ;  1  received  a  first  grade,  and  22  were  rejected.  I  have  also  grant- 
ed 6  limited  certificates,  making  a  total  of  65  certificates  granted  within 
the  year.  The  £all  examinations  I  have  conducted  somewnat  differently 
firom  those  in  the  spring,  having,  at  each  of  the  meeting?  devoted  a  part 
of  eaoh  day  to  the  regcdar  mode  of  oral  and  written  examinations,  and  the 
remaiodOT  to  the  discussion  of  topics  relating  to  school  government. 

I  have  ma4et  during  the  past  ten  months,  109  visits  to  48  schools. 
There  has  been  considerable  effort  made  during  the  past  year,  both  by 
teachers  and  school  boards,  in  securing  a  uniformity  of  school  books  in  the 
schools  of  the, county.  I  also  observe  a  growinjg  desire  on  the  part  of 
school  ^titrict  officers,  to  retain  in  the  same  school,  for  more  than  ^710 
term,  the  teacher,  when  found  competent. 

During  the  summer,  I  established  a  system  of  « teachers'  monthly  re^ 
ports,"  and  from  my  Imowledge  of  its  working,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
the  soperintendent  has  no  sorer  means  of  ascertaining  the  capabilities  of 
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the  teachers,  as  well  as  the  con^itioa  of  the  several  schools  under  his 
charge,  than  through  these  reports,  provided  they  are  made  with  accuracy 
and  truthfulness. 

At  the  fall  examinations,  I  read  to  to  those  in  attendance  the  circular  of 
the  state  superintendent  on  the  opening  of  the  normal  school  at  Platteville, 
and  the  conditions  necessary  for  the  {^mission  of  members.  On  various 
occasions  since  then  I  have  endeavored  to  induce  some,  (whose  character 
and  attainpients  were  such  as  to  entitle  them  to  admission),  to  enter  the 
normal  school  the  present  term,  hut  I  have  been  invariably  met  by  some 
such  remark  as  the  following  :  '*  Would  you  advise  me  to  enter  on  a  pro- 
fession that,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  does  not  afford  a  decent  means  of 
subsistence  ?" 

I  know  that  the  best  educators  of  the  country  are  looking  anxiously 
around  and  inquiring,  one  of  another,  how  they  may  help  to  render  these 
normal  schools  successful.  In  my  opinion,  if  they  woula  have  them  suc- 
ceed, they  must  endeavor  to  procure  constant  and  remunerative  employ- 
ment for  those  who  are  about  to  graduate  in  these  institutions.  Our 
country  schools,  as  constituted  at  present,  do  not  afford  such  employment, 
and,  judging  from  the  times,  are  not  likely  to  do  so  for  some  indefinite  pe- 
riod, as  our  people  and  our  legislative  bodies,  seem  to  regard  the  business 
of  education  as  of  merely  secondary  importance. 

That  portion  of  the  school  code  as  amended  during  the  last  sesion  of 
the  legislature,  and  which  is  deemed  the  most  favorable  to  the  itlterests  of 
education,  as  far  as  granting  increased  facilities  for  holding  longer  terms 
of  school  is  concerned,  consists  of  subsection  6  and  12,  of  section  19,  act 
of  1863.  Said  law  as  amended  empowering  school  districts  to  raise  by 
tax  each  year/vc  hundred  dollars  for  the  payment  of  ••  teachers'  wages," 
is,  except  in  the  case  of  villages,  tp  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  dead  letter, 
as  I  don't  know  any  district  in  this  county  (and  I  believe  it  is  nearly  the 
same  in  most  of  the  counties  of  the  state)  which  has  even  reached  the 
sum  permitted  to  be  raised  by  the  law  before  being  amended.  !]Phe  clause 
obliging  each  district  to  maintain  in  each  year  at  least  >ive  mo^ht*  school^ 
is,.  1  am  prepared  to  admit,  of  some  advantage  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
newly  and  sparsely  settled  portions  of  the  state,  but  the  law  is  inoperative 
in  the  older  and  densely  populated  sections,  as  Jive  months'  school  and 
over,  in  each  year,  has  gbnerally  been  the  rule  for  a  number  of  years  past 
in  Milwaukee  county,  and  I  am  led  to  believe  in  all  the  older  settled  por- 
tions of  the  state  also.  I  am  well  aware  that  even  in  some  thickly  settled 
parts  of  the  state  there  are  to  be  found  some  districts  with  little  popula- 
tion and  still  less  territory,  that  have  not  kept  school  for  five  months  in 
each  year.  If  this  latter  class  of  districts,  ail  over  the  state,  should  be 
disorganized,  and  incorporated  with  adjoining  districts,  it  would  very  much 
benent  the  cause  of  education. 

If  compulsory  education  is  to  be  resorted  to  at  all,  let  the  law  be  so 
amended  that  it  will  reach  all  classes  and  communities  alike.  Is  it  just  to 
compel  sparsely  and  newly  settled  districts  to  maintain  school  for  five 
month?,  and  allow  densely  populated  and  comparatively  wealthy  districts, 
in  the  older  settled  portions  of  the  state,  to  go  on  keeping  school  for  five 
and  six  months  as  heretofore.     The  law  in  tlus  respect  is  unjust. 

No  person  of  the  least  foresight  will  for  a  moment  insist,  that  employ- 
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ment  for  Ave  or  seven  months  in  the  year/ will  induoe  those  who  will  have 
graduated  in  our  normal  sohools  to  follow  teaching  as  a  profession,  while 
other  and  more  lucrative  employments  will  be  open  to  them.  In  vain  then 
wiU  we  have  established  normal  schools  in  our  midst,  if  we  are  not  pro^ 
pared  to  give  permanent  employment,  and  increased  pay  to  the  superior 
class  of  teachers  these  schools  will  send  forth.  The  experience  of  those 
states,  take  New  York  and  Massachusetts  for  instance,  which  have  had 
normal  schools  for  years  past,  is  conclusive  on  that  point,  as  it  appears 
that  only  a  very  small  per  centage  of  those  graduatvag  in  the  normal 
schools  of  these  states  ever  followed  teaching  as  a  profession.  The  rea- 
son is  obvious,  teaching  as  a  business  did  not  pay.  We  cannot  hope  for 
better  success  under  our  five  months'  system.  It  is  oouceded  by  all  that 
education  is  the  great  ''  bulwark  of  our  liberties."  Is  it  not  then  a  mat- 
ter of  surprise  and  regret  that  our  legislative  bodies  ^  pay  so  little  atten- 
tion to  its  proper  development.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  inquire  here, 
why  it  is  that  at  present  in  the  cities  and'  villages  of  our  state,  the  teach- 
ers are  so  much  superior  to  those  employed  in  the  country  districts? 
Why  to  be  sure,  because  they  arc  permanently  employed,  and,  as  a  conse- 
quence, better  paid,  and  until  this  result  is  secured  in  the  country,  in  vain 
may  we  look  for  a  better  class  of  teachers,  or  a  more  thoroughly  educated 
coipmunitv. 

I  have  had  within  the  last  few  months  several  applications  from  school 
district  boards  for  well  qualified  teachers,  with  offers  of  greatly  increased 
pay,  accompanied,  however,  by  the  usual  condition  that  works  so  ruinous- 
ly to  our  school  system,  *'  only  for  four  or  fiye  months."  It  is  easy  to 
conceive  what  was  the  result.  I  could  not  induce  the  better  class  of 
teachers  to  return  to  a  business  in  which  they  could  not  hope  to  obtain 
permanent  employment.  ^ 

I  regret  to  have  to  say  that  as  a  consequence  of  our  short  terms  of 
school,  some  of  our  best  teachers  quit  the  employment  at  the  close  of  each 
term,  to  engage  in  other  pursuits  that  pay  better.  Yet  I  am  convinced 
that  the  teachers  of  this  county  are  in  poii^t  of  qualifications  far  in  ad- 
vance of  what  they  were  a  few  years  since.  If  the  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities of  teachers  are  considered,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  taken  as  a 
class,  tttey  are  the  worst  paid  of  any  in  the  state. 

JAMES  F.  DEVINB, 

County  Superinteudent. 


PEPIN  COUNTY. 

The  schools  of  this  county  are  gradually  assuming  a  mord  systematic 
shape.  The  old  hovels,  heretofore  used  for  school  purposes,  are  being  re- 
moved and  respectable  houses  erected  in  their  stead. 

The  schools  are  of  a  higher  character  than  ever  before — the  reason  is, 
teachers  are  better  qualified  and  becoming  more  earnestly  enlisted  in  their 
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great  work.     The  fall  examinations  produoed  the  best  lot  of  papers  for 
three  years,  and  showed  a  decided  progress  on'  the  part  of  the  teacners. 

Our  school  system  is  gojDd,  but  my  opinion  is,  by  jndicioi^  legislation, 
it  can  be  bettered. 

The  great  drawbacks  to  all  our  public  schools  are  irregularity  and  va- 
grancy, tolerated  in  almost  every  district  by  ignorant  parents  or  guardi- 
ans, who  do  not  appreciate  the  importance  of  educating  the  rising  genera- 
tion. The  cupidity  of  guardians  often  robs  the  child  of  the  time  he 
should  spend  in  school  and  directs  his  efforts  to  manual  labor.  It  is  a  sin 
against  civilized  society  to  allow  children  to  grow  up  in  brutish  ignorance. 
Statistics  show  that  the  laws  of  society  aria  most  frequently  violated  by 
Buo]\  ignorant  persons;  hence  we  have  learned  that  ignorance  is  the 
basis  of  crime. 

To  guard  against  this  evil,  society  must  have  some  compulsory  system 
of  education,  ^o  American  citizen  should  be  allowed  to  bring  up  a  fami- 
ly, destitute  of  the  rudimentary  principles  of  knowledge.  Yet  I  know  of 
families  in  this  county,  the  heads  of  which  can  neither  read  nor  write,  who 
are  rearing  their  children  in  the  same  manner.  The  same  is  true  to  some 
extent  all  over  the  .state,  and  so  long  as  it  is  not  considered  a  crime  and 
80  treated  by  society,  so  long  will  it  continue  to  be  so.  When  all  the  ne- 
cessary expenses  for  maintaining  and  carrying  on  a  school,  have  been  in- 
curred by  society,  then  the  same  authority  should  say  that  all  must  par- 
take of  its  benefits. 

This  irregularity  and  vagrancy,  in  connection  with  our  common  school 
system  can  be  the  most  effectually  reached,  it  seems  to  me,  by  some  system 
of  taxation  ;  a  tnx  of  twenty.five  cents  per  day  to  go  the  school  fund,  for 
every  day  a  child  is  kept  out,  would  bring  many  to  time,  and  a  correspond- 
ing tax  for  tardiness  would  strike  at  the  root  of  two  of  the  greatest  evils 
with  which  the  school  is  afflicted. 

Again,  our  reports  and  statistics  would  be  much  more  correct  and  relia- 
ble. I  have  found  some  schools  without  registers  and  districts  unable  to 
make  a  reliable  report.  • 

Again,  experience  has  tausht  many. educators  thht  five  days  school  per 
week  is  better  than  six.  I  have  noticed,  in  traveling  over  the  state,  that 
generally  in  the  most  enlightened  and  flourishing  districts,  especially  where 
,  the  district  board  are  men  ef  liberal  education,  they  require  only  twenty 
days  teaching  to  the  month.  Enlightened  public  opinion  is  fast  leaning 
this  way.  At  our  annual  school  meeting  this  question'was  freely  discuss- 
ed, and  the  entire  district,  without  a  dissenting  voice,  voted  for  twenty 
days  per  month,  because  it  was  better,  not  only  for  teachers  and  children, 
but  also  for  parents.  Many  back  districts,  and  some  districts  from  long 
established  custom,  still  hold  for  twenty-two  days ;  the  law  as  it  now 
stands  is  a  stumbling  block  and  it  ought  to  be  changed  so  as  to  keep  pace 
with  the  people.  A  law  requiring  twenty  days  to  the  month  would  glad- 
den the  heart  of  every  teacher  and  every  child  in  the  state. 

These  little  changes,  united  with  the  '*  township  district  system,"  would 
place  our  school  system  on  a  firm  basis.  Great  results  can  be  accomplish- 
ed only  by  the  concentration  of  aggregated  effort.  One  man  cannot  build 
a  city  or  a  railroad,  but  by  the  united  efforts  of  thousands  the  great  work 
is  aooomplished.    A  district  may  sustain  a  mixed  school,  but  some  will 
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stand  in  the  way  of  others ;  whereas  enlarge  the  boundaries  and  get  the 
capital  and  influence  of  the  whole  town,  and  the  wants  of  all  will  be  better 
provided  for  and  the  results  more  grand  and  satisfactory. 

JAMES  B.  HANAN, 

County  Superintendent, 


POLK  COUNTY. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  I  fiod  a  marked  improvement  in  the  schools  of 
our  county  generally  for  the  past  year.  The  theory  and  practice  of  teach 
ing  is  beginning  to  interest  our  teachers ;  the  old  system  is  passing  away 
before  the  improvements  of  the  day.  And,  as  one  of  its  consequences,  a 
more  regular  attendance  is  secured,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  statistical  re- 
ports. The  people  generally  seem  to  manifest  a  growing  interest  in  their 
schools,  as  is  indicated  by  the  annual  school  meetings.  So  far  as  I  have 
heard  from  those  meetings,  appropriations  have  been  made  for  improve- 
ments, by  way  of  painting,  enclosing  sc^hool  grounds,  purchasing  appa- 
ratus, &c. 

We  have  one  district  in  which  a  graded  school  could  be  successfully  es- 
tablisbed,  and  resolutions  were  passed  at  the  annual  meeting  for  that  pur 
pose. 

There  has  been  one  good  frame  and  two  or  three  good  log  school  houses 
built  the  past  year,  and  preparations  are  being  made  for  the  erection  of 
others. 

One  district  has  suffered  the  loss  of  a  good  new  school  house^  with  dic- 
tionary and  other  books,  by  fire,  and  a  number  of  districts  have  never  yet 
built,  although  they  have  maintained  schools  for  several  terms. 

It  is  necessary  that  seme  new  schools  be  organized  in  the  settlements, 
which  doubtless  will  soon  be  effected.  Upon  the  whole  the  present  pros- 
pect is  rather  enoouraging,  We  have  still  to  regret  that  the  state  super 
intendent  has  never  yet  found  his  way  into  Polk  ceunty,  to  make  an  official 
visit.  Shall  we  have  to  say  this  in  our  next  report  ?  I  am  satisfied  that 
such  a  visit  would  give  a  new  impetus  to  the  cause,  and  I  really  hoped  and 
even  promised  that  such  would  be  the  case  before  this  time. 

I  have  spent  considerable  time  and  labor  in  endeavoring  to  furnish  a 
correct  statistical  report,  but  there  is  such  a  great  deficiency  in  the  town 
tslerVs  reports  that  accuracy  is  impossible,  and  as  my  file  of  reports  show — 
they  were  so  late  setting  in  that  there  was  no  time  to  send  them  back  for 
correction.  An  idea  seems  to  exist  that  if  they  are  received  before  the 
10th  of  October  it  is  sufficient,  notwithstanding  I  have  caused  a  circular 
to  town  clerks  to  be  published  reminding  them  of  their  duty. 

K.  H.  CLARK, 

County  Superintendent. 
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PIERCE  COUNTY. 

Since  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  my  office,  last  January,  I  hare  en* 
deavored  to  awaken  an  increase  of  interest  in  our  schools,  especially  among 
our  teachers  As  our  county  is  new,  and  most  of  it  sparsely  settled,  we  are 
obliged  to  use  the  material  we  have  for  the  advancement  of  education.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year  the  winter  schools  would  compare  unfavorably  with  summer 
schools.  Last  winter  many  of  our  teachers  exhibited  a  want  of  energy  to 
an  alarming  extent — ^}'et  much  improvement  has  been  made  the  past  sum- 
mer. We  need  teachers  of  moral  weight  of  character,  passing  an  energy 
commensurate  with  the  object  to  be  obtained.  I  have  witnessed  but  a  few 
absolute  failures  among  our  teachers,  and  T  trust  this  will  not  occur  again 
with  the  same  persons.  We  have  two  fine  and  very  prdsperous  graded 
schools,  one  with  six  departments  the  other  with  three.  Mr.  Reed  has 
had  charge  of  the  larger  one  for  some  six  years,  and  is  a  specimen  of  ex- 
cellence as  a  teacher. 

The  greater  part  of  our  teachers  are  energetic  and  faithful,  whicli  makes 
our  schools,  intellectually,  very^  healthy  and  prosperous. 

We  have  some  very  fine  school  houses  in  different  parts  of  the  county, 
yet  the  greater  part  arc  rather  poor.  'I  here  is  a  commendable  spirit  mani- 
fested for  their  improvement.  Several  new  ones  have  been  erected  this 
season,  not  very  costly,  except  one. 

I  have  visited  every  school,  except  two,  within  homestead  limits,  sup- 
ported by  private  subscription,  and  the  new  portions  of  the  county  not 
visited  before,  and  encouraged  the  formation  of  new  districts  with  consid- 
erable  success.  I  feel  th3  want  of  competent  and  energetic  district  school 
boards  to  co-operate  with  me  in  the  management  of  our  schools.  If  they 
would  discharge  their  duty  as  required,  it  would  give  new  life  and  vigor  to 
our  schools  and  teachers. 

We  need  a  uniformity  of  books.  It  is  no  uncommon  occurrence  to  find 
as  many  classes  as  scholars  in  some  rural  districts.  Is  it  not  time  that 
some  positive  steps  should  be  taken  to  remedy  this  great  evil? 

DANIEL  THURSTON, 

County  Superintendent. 


PORTAGE  COUNTY. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  submit  a  brief  statement  in  relation 
to  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  this  county.  Process  in  the  cause  of 
education,  like  the  changes  in  the  world  around  us,  ia  neeessarily  alow. 
Among  causes  which  impede  our  progress  here  is  the  want  of  means  ade 
quate  to  build  comfortabe  school  houses,  and  a  fund  sufficient  to  pay  teach- 
ers wages.  lu  a  county  like  this,  comparatively  newly  settled,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  is,  necessarilv,  mainly  directed  to  procuring  food,  raft- 
ment,  and  shelter  for  themselves  and  families.  In  a  sparsely  settled 
county,  with  a  public  school  fond  amounting  to  leas  than  fifty  eents  per 
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aoholar,  it  is  a  lieayj  burden  on  a  people,  in  some  instances  straggling  for 
the  necessaries  of  life,  to  raise  an  additional  fund  to  sopport  a  scliool  a 
sufficient  length  of  time  thronghont  the  year.  This  operates  ady?rselj  to 
the  interests  of  onr  schools  in  two  ways.  It  does  not  afford  employment 
a  snffieient  length  of  time  to  ind^oo  well  qnalified  teachers  to  come  among 
us,  and  therefore  necessitates  the  employment  of  such  persons  as  are  wil^ 
ing  to  take  up  with  occasional  employment,  and  who  are  not  regularly 
educated  as  teachers.  In  this  way  they  make  about  enough  to  buy  their 
calico,  leaving  nothing  to  expend  in  procuring  books  and  other  means  of 
improYement. 

JSricfly  t  hen ,  our  needs  are  money  and  teachers.  Much  is  said  about  amend- 
ing our  laws,  changing  this  feature  and  that.  But  that  which  Wisconsin  needs 
most,  in  order  to  educate  her  children,  is  to  foster  her  general  tchool/und 
and  increase  it  in  every  possible  way.  She  should  profit  by  past  errors, 
by  which  it  has  been  squandered.  Let  me  here  suggest  that  a  law.  author- 
ising the  levying  of  a  tax  throughout  the  state,  to  be  distributed  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  existing  fund,  would  be  a  great  help  to  the  newer  and 
poorer  counties.  2d.  The  normal  school  fund  should  be  augmented  with 
all  possible  dispatch.  It  is  upon  the  normal  school  that  we  must  depend 
to  supply  our  schools  with  the  kind  of  teachers  needed  to  make  them  what 
they  should  be  and  must  be  in  order  to  accomplish  the  object  of  their  insti- 
tution. In  proportion  as  our  schools,  improve  in  exoellen<ie»  in  that  pro- 
portion will  the  people  exert  themselves  to  maintain  them.  We  want  a 
normal  school  in  every  congressional  district.  As  a  rule  the  poorer  classes, 
or  at  least  those  in  ordinary  circumstances,  engage  in  teaching,  and  unless 
aided  by  the  state  largely  and  liberally,  we  cannot  be  {>rovided  with  teach- 
ers. We  may  talk  and  grumble  as  we  will,  the  thing  is  impossible.  Let 
onr  legiqlature  then  turn  its  attention  to  augmenting  the  normal  school 
fund  and  the  general  school  fund  of  our  state,  and  earnestly  go  to  work  to 
brinff  up  our.oopamon  schooolg  to  that  degree  of  excellence  tnat  none  but 
«^codfi8n.a]pistocrat8,"  who  wish  to  have  the  name  of  sendins  their  soncr 
and  daughters  "off  to  school,"  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  looking  any 
further  than  our  common  schools  to  procure  for  their  children  a  good  prao« 
tioal  English  education. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  of  sayins  that  the  spirit  of  our  people  is  impi^fw 
ing  with  regard  to  the  means  of  educating  their  children.  I  am  somelinws 
astonished  to  see  the  alacrity  with  which  they  tax  themselves  for  their 
support.  No  new  school  houses  of  any  note  have  been  erected  this  year,  but 
preparations  are  going  on  to  build  during  the  coming  year.  As  to  the 
number  of  certificates  granted,  the  visitation  and  labors  of  county  super- 
intendent, &c.,  see  my  statistical  report. 

W.  R.  ALBAN, 

County  S^erinteudenl^ 
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BACINE  COUNTY. 

SiDce  mj  term  of  office  commenced,  I  have  visited  all  of  the  scliools  in 
the  county  once,  and  nearly  all  of  them  twice.  And  I  think  there  can  be 
no  donbt  that  the  schools  as  a  whole,  are  making  gradual  improvement ; 
and  were  it  not  for  the  frequent  and  unnecessary  change  of  teachers,  to- 
gether with  the  great  mixture  of  text  books,  the  improvement  would  be  in- 
oreased  two  f(  Id  in  the  same  length  of  time.  But  these  evils  are  being 
realized,  and  means  put  into  operation  calculated  to  remove  them. 

Generally  speaking,  a  good  degree  of  discipline  has  been. maintained  in 
all  the  schools,  and  in  most  cases  without  resorting  frequently  to  the  more 
cruel  methods  formerly  practiced,  viz  :  corporal  punishment.  Only  a  few 
of  the  teachers  have  totally  failed,  while  a  large  number  have  manifested 
an  aptress  and  ability  to  teach  highly  commendable  to  themselves.  *'Oral 
instruction"  is  receiving  attention  as  well  as  object  lessons,  and  in  many 
in  stances,  teachers  have  employed  these  agencies  with  marked  success.  It 
would  bo  of  great  assistonce  to  the  teachers  were  the  schools  more  generally 
supplied  with  **outline  maps,"  * 'globes,"  geometrical  figures,  etc.,  etc.  It 
seems  to  me  that  some  plan  might  be  adopted  whereby  every  district  with 
a  suitable  school  house  might  be  si^pliea  with  the  necessary  apparatus 
from  a  county  fund,  raised  for  that  special  purpose  annually.  Tne  use- 
fulness of  these  articles  in  a  school  as  a  means  to  impart  instruction, 
cannot  be  over  estimated,  and  must  be  apparent  to  all. 

TSACHERS. 

There  seems  to  be  an  increasing  demand  in  this  county  for  well  qualified 
and  competent  teachers.  A  number  of  the  districts  refuse  to  employ  any 
but  those  holding  first  or  second  grade  certificates  ;  and  many  others  are 
endeavoring  from  time  to  time  to  secure  this  class  of  teachers.  Still  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  a  majority  of  the  school  officers  are  satisfied  if  they 
can  get  a  teacher  of  any  kind,  provided  they  will  teach  for  small  pay. 
Hiring  a  "cheap"  teacher  is  yet  a  popular  practice  with  manv  districts, 
but  it  is  safe  to  say  they  prove  to  be  the  dearest  in  the  end.  tJntil  public 
sentiment  is  raised  to  a  standard  so  high  that  it  will  not  tolerate  cheap 
teachers,  we  may  expect  to  ^nd  poor  teachers  and  poor  schools. 

When  the  whole  people  rise  and  with  one  voice  demand  better  teachers, 
they  will  have  them,  but  so  long  as  incompetent  ones  meet  the  public  de- 
mand it  is  vain  to  look  for  any  radical  change  for  the  better. 

During  the  summer  terms  I  adopted  a  system  of  teachers'  monthly  reports, 
which  1  am  convinced  has  proved  to  bo  very  beoeficial  to  the  schools. 
Teachers  who  have  been  successful,  have  invariably  taken  an  interest  in 
them  and  reported  promptly,  while  those' whose  success  has  been  doubtful 
have  taken  an  opposite  course,  thus  enabling  me  to  form  a  tolerably  correct 
idea  of  their  schools,  and  shaping  my  plan  of  action  before  seeing  them. 

I  attribute  the  general  good  etanding  in  scholarship  and  deportment,  as 

well  as  the  better  discipline  and  classification  of  the  schools,  as  much  to 

this  as  to  any  other  single  cause,  and  believe  the  best  interests  of  schools 

in  general,  require  that  monthly  reports  to  the  county  superintendent  be 

„  ma^d^  a  legal  obligatioD. 
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-  I  find  by  reference  to  the  monthly  reports  of  teaohers  duriog  the  stinj- 
mer,  that  in  fifty  school  distriotg.  embracing  many  of  the  best  schools  in  the 
county,  only  thirty  visits  from  district  officers  are  reported. 

There  are  varions  reasons  for  this  general  neglect  of  duty,  which,  perhaps, 
should  shield  them  from  undue  censure.  They  often  plead  their  ignorance 
of  the  late  methods  of  school  management,  and  also  their  not  being  familiar 
with  the  text  books  now  in  use,  forgetting  that  simply  their  presence 
would  make  their  visits  beneficial.  If  they  could  oflFer  a  few  words  of  ad- 
yice  and  encouragement,  and  all  could  do  that,  it  would  stimulate  both 
teacher  and  pupUs  to  double  their  diligence,  and  thus  while  benefiting 
their. schools,  they  would  create  an  interest  for  schools  in  their  own 
hearts  they  never  felt  before,  and  in  a  short  time  would  become  qualified 
to  judge  intelligently  as  to  the  merits  of  their  sohools. 

Gould  they,  and  the  patrons  of  the  several  sehools,  be  induced  to  pay 
frequent  visits,   the  standard  of  teaching  would  be  raised  fifty  per  ^nt.  , 
within  the  next  five  years,  a  result  to  gain  which,  any  reasonable  sacrifice 
ought  to  be  cheerfully  made. 

Teachers  often  justly  complain  that  tbey  are  so  seldom  visited,  and  more 
than  one  has  been  heard  to  exclaim — '*!  do  nv^t  believe  the  people  care 
what  kind  of  a  school  I  teach." 

Teachers  are  like  most  other  people,  they  wish  to  be  appreciated,  and 
when  successful,  approbated,  and  our  schools  would  not  suffer  were  this 
natural  desire  i/iore  frequently  gratified. 

I  believe  Ijshall  have  occasion  to  make  a  more  favorable  report  under  this 
head  next  year. 

ATTXNDANOB   OH    PUPILS. 

Not  much  improvement  over  last  ^  ear  can  be  reported.  Last  year  the 
absence  for  the  whole  county  was  tkirty'^even.  per  cent.,  this  year  it  is 
ikirty-iix.  This  is  the  most  discouraging  feature  connected  with  our 
schools.  Over  one-third  of  the  children  do  not  go  into  the  schools  during 
the  year,  of  the  other  two-thirds  not  more  than  three-fourths  attend 
school  to  exceed  two  months  in  a  year.  This  is  an  evil  of  the  first  mag- 
nitude, and  must  be  surmounted  before  our  schools  can  become  truly 
prosperous  and  progressive.  Educating  a  portion  of  the  children  of  the 
state,  at  the  expense  of  all  the, .people  is  not  more  democratic,  than  to 
compel  the  universal  attendance  of  all  the  children  of  all  the  people.  If 
it  is  voluntary  whether  we  patronize  the  school  or  not,  it  should  also  be 
voluntary  with  each  one  whether  he  contribute  or  not  to  support  them; 
the  reasonipg  is  the  same  in  both  cases,  and  the  law  in  ene  case  will  be 
obeyed  as  readily  as  in  the  other. 

The  towns  of  Rochester  and  Yorkville  show  tho  best  attendance  of  any 
towns  in  the  county.  The  former  showing  but  nineteenper  cent,  of  ab- 
Bence  the  past  jear,.  the  latter  nearly  the  same. 
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No  new  school  hoases  bave  been  built  dariag  tbe  year,  but  quite  a  num- 
ber have  been  so  repaired  as  to  make  them  oomparatively  suitable  for 
sohool  purposes.  A  large  number,  however,  are  totally  unfit  for  use  and 
a  few  of  them  defy  description. 

The  influence  of  a  good,  substantial  and  well  arranged  school  house  in  a 
community,  is  not  generally  understood  as  it  should  be ;  if  only  a  selfish, 
pecuniary  view  of  the  subject  is  taken  into  account,  it  would  be  sufficient 
to  cause  a  good  school  house  to  be  erected  in  every  district.  But  when 
the  principal  object  is  considered,  it  is  reprehensible  that  there  are  no 
more  attractive  and  pleasant  school  houses  to  ^e  seen.  During  the  com- 
ing year  there  will  be  a  large  number  built,  some  of  them  costly  edifices, 
creditable  to  any  farming  community .  District  No.  8,  town  of  Rochester, 
will  build  a  good  sized  stone  sohool  house,  probably  when  completed  tho 
best  in  the  county  outside  the  city  of  Rapine.  Building' committees  from 
other  districts,  are  referred  to  this  for  a  model,  both  for  its  cheapness  and 
•on^nience  of  arrangement. 

There  are  many  subjects  worthy  of  notice  which  for  lack  of  time  must 
be  omitted.  I  cannot  close  this  report  however  without  acknowledging  my 
obligations  to  those  district  boards  with  whom  I  have  had  dealings,  for 
their  uniform  courtesy,  and  readiness  to  co-operate  in  any  measures  looking 
to  the  improvement  and  welfare  of  the  schools.  I  trust  that  the  present 
friendly  relations  may  be  continued,  and  that  the  prospective  condition  of 
the  schools  in  this  county  may  be  fully  realized. 

L.  D.  COOMBS, 

County  Superintendent. 


RICHLAND  COUNTY. 

Notwithstanding  heavy  state  and  local  taxes  there  has  been  a  laudable 
liberality  manifested  in  making  necessary  levies  for  the  support  of  district 
schools. 

Durinff  the  year  five  school  houses  have  been  erected  at  a  cost  ranging 
from  $500  to  $800  each,  and  at  a  total  cost  of  $8,250.  There  have  been 
several  others  built  of  a  poorer  class  and  at  less  cost,  and  one  at  Lone 
Rock  costing  $2,500.00,  which  was  destroyed  by  lightning  before  com- 
pletion. 

A  great  majority  of  the  school  houses  of  this  county  are  very  poorly 
seated,  wholly  unprovided  with  libraries,  maps  or  apparatus;  and  standing 
on  sites  neither  inclosed  nor  provided  with  outhouses. 

There  is  a  growing  zeal  among  teachers  to  approach  more  nearly  the 
hieh  standard  of  qualifications  which  it  is  desirable  all  should  attain. 

The  supply  of  qualified  teachers,  however,  is  not  equal  to  the  demand. 

VAN  S.  BENNETT, 

County  S^erintendeta. 
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KBST  DISTBICf. 

My  report  is  not  as  complete  as  I  oould  wisb,  as  my  term  of  office  did 
not  commence  nn til  Jan.  1,  1866,  and  no  teachers'  reports  of  last  winter's 
term  were  required  by  my  predecessor.  \ 

SCHOOL  HOUSBS. 

Daring  the  past  summer  two  school  houses  have  been  erected,  one  in  the 
town  of  Avon,  and  one  in  the  village  of  Orfordville  ;  the  latter  a  commo- 
dious, substantial,  tasteful  building,  well  seated  and  provided  with  all 
necessary  appurtenances  for  comfort  and  success.  Orfordville  has  long 
been  disgraced  by  a  school  house  fit  only  for  dumb  brutes,  but  at  length  by 
the  eareKil  management  of  the  efficient  school  board  one  has  been  built 
which  does  honor  to  the  village.  Eight  other  districts  are  taking  steps  to- 
ward building  better  school  houses  In  the  fall,  or  earlv  next  spring. 

In  nearly  every  case  the  district  boards  seem  resolved  to  make  the  new 
bouses  worthy  the  object  for  which  they  aro  to  be  built. 

Great  good  might  be  accomplished  by  substituting  a  chair  and  small 
table  for  the  teachers  use  in  place  of  the  high  desks,  pulpits  and  platforms 
now  in  many  of  the  school  houses  built  years  ago,  rearranging  seats,  pro- 
Tiding  larger  black  boards,  etc.  etc. 

The  district  boards  are,  in  respect  to  the  care  of  the  school  houses  in 
many  eases,  neglectful. 

TBAOHBBS. 

There  are  eighty-five  teachers  employed  in  this  superintendent  district. 
The  practice  of  employing  the  same  teacher  several  terms  in  succession  in 
tbe  same  district  is  on  the  increase. 

Th^  teachers  have  manifested,  with  few  exceptions,  commendable  zeal 
and  interest  in  their  work. 

VISITIKO  SCHOOLS. 

Since  Jan.  1,  I  have  made  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  visits  to  schools^ 
making,  at  nearly  every  visit,  suggestions  in  reference  to  methods  of  teach- 
ing, remarking  the  items  most  worthy  of  criticism,  commending  and  con- 
demning as  far  as  thought  advisable,  and  have,  I  believe,  without  excep- 
tion, found  teachers  glad  to  hear  and  ready  to  heed  hints  helpful  to  their 
success. 

In  many  instances  I  found  the  ^school  rooms  neat  and  clean,  sometimes 
tastefully  adorned  with  flowers,  mottos,  wreaths  of  leaves,  curtains — in 
the  absence  of  better  ones — of  newspapers  neatly  notched,  caps  and  bon- 
nets hung  on  numbered  hooks  or  nails,  and  now  and  then  collections  of 
mineral  and  vegetable  curiosities  arranged  by  careful  hands. 

Such  things  cannot  be  too  much  encouraged. 

The  teaoher  who  directs  the  nupils  in  clearing  awav  the  rubbish  and  mak- 
ing beautifal  the  door  yard,  ana  in  making  the  school  room  pleasant  and  in- 
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vitiDg,  can  hardly  fail  to  excite  that  interest  in  them  which  is  essential  to 
success. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

At  the  spring  examinations  there  were 

Applicants  for  certificates,'.  ...•••• »    130 

Passed  examination, . .  1 78 

Rejected, » *. . .  57 

Of  those  rejected,  twenty-fgur  received  —generally  on  written  request  of 
district  boards — district  certificates,  or  certificates  of  effect  until  the  next 
examination  only. 

I  do  not  like  the  plan  of  giving  such  certificates  and  shall  discourage  it 
in  the  future. 

The  amendments  of  the  school  law,  effected  by  last  winter's  legislation, 
are  already  producing  good  results  in  the  schools.     It  is  well  that  teach- 
ers are  required  to  be  examined  in  history  of  the  United  States  and  the 
theory  and  art  of  teaching,  and  that,  these  new  requirements  are  demand-  . 
ed  of  those  to  whom  are  given  third  grade  certificates. 

TEXT  BOOKS. 

From  the  teachers'  monthly  reports  it  appears  that  our  school  books  are 
by  no  means  uniform.  The  efficiency  of  the  schools  is  greatly  impaired  by 
the  multiplicity  of  kinds  of  text  books.  Amendment  in  this  respect  is  de- 
sirable. 

There  is  great  neglect  on  the  part  of  parents  in  visiting  the  schools.  The 
good  teacher  always  welcomes,  gladly,  visitors  to  the  school,  and  all  are 
cheered  and  encouraged  by  their  presence. 

The  greatest  hindrance  to  the  schools  is  irregularity  of  attendance.  It  is 
a  more  serious  evil  than  any  other,  perhaps  than  all  others  Parents  fre- 
quently aUow  'their  children  to  remain  at  home  on  light  and  trivial  excuses 
and  the  absence  of  one  pupil  is  a  detriment  to  his  class  and  an  injury  to  all. 

Cannot  some  remedy  be  devised?  Thereis,  I  think,  a  steady  improve- 
ment in  the  schools  in  methods  of  teaching.  Mental  arithmetic,  orthoe- 
py and  orthography  are  receiving  moi'e  attention  than  henitofore.  Special 
effort  has  been  made  during  the  last  term  to  secure  greater  thoroughness 
and  accuracy  in  the  efforts  of  the  pupils.  Distinct  articulation  has  been 
thought  worthy  special  care. 

If  the  people  will  as  faithfully  and  earnestly  carry  into  effect  the  system 
of  education  as  it  has  been  liberally  and  wisely  devised,  Wisconsin  cannot 
but  rank  among  the  highest  in  the  great  sisterhood  of  states  in  the  intelli- 
gence and  culture  of  her  citizens.  * 

J.  I.  FOOT, 

County  JSvpcrintendent.' 
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ST.  CROIX  COUNTY. 

The  increast  of  children,  above  the  preceding  school  year,  of  an  age  to 
attend  school  in  this  county,  is  about  l4  per  cent. 

The  amount  expended  for  school  purposes  is $15,780  00 

The  average  wages  of  male  teachers  per  month, 42  28 

female  teachers,         "      --'. 30  19 

The  average  attendance  of  scholars  registered,  50  per  cent.  It  would 
have  been  higher  but  from  the  remarkable  snow  storms  which  blocked  th^ 
roads  and  rendered  them  in  many  districts  wholly  impassable  for  a  consid- 
erable time.  Irregular  attendance  is  a  serious  hindrance  to  the  prosperity 
of  our  schools.  It  subjects  our  county  to  the  loss  of  at  least  one  balf  of 
the  money  expended  for  the  support  of  schools ;  and  the  children  who  are 
thus  deprived  of  school  privileges,  to  a  loss  which  can  never  be  estimated 
DT  repaired  Those  who  have  no  children  of  their  own  to  educate,  are 
nevertheless  taxed  for  the  support  of  schools,  under^the  plea  of  public  ben- 
efit derived  from  a  system  of  free  schools.  Would  it  not,  therefore,  be  ob- 
viottdy  just  to  require,  by  law,  the  regular  attendance  upon  school  privi- 
leges of  every  child  of  suitable  ago  and  condition  to  be  profited  by  them? 

In  other  respects,  the  schools  of  our  county  during  the  past  year  have 
given  evidence  of  increased  vitality  and  progress.*  The  teachers  who  at- 
tended the  normal  institute,  which  was  held  four  weeks  in  the  village  of 
!New  Bichmond,  carried  the  spirit  of  the  institute  into  their  schools,  and 
to  a  considerable  extent  into  the  communities  where  .they  labored.  Sev- 
eral made  out  monthly  reports  of  the  deportment,  attendance  and  scholar- 
ship of  their  pupils  and  ^ent  them  home  for  the  signature  of  their  parents; 
and,  at  the  end  of  the  term,  to  the  superintendant  for  inspection.  The 
results  have  been  quite  satisfactory.  If  teachers  were  required  by  law  to 
adopt  the  system  of  monthly  reports,  its  advantages  would  soon  be  gener- 
ally apparent.  It  might  seem  at  first  to  tax  the  teacher  with  extra  labor, 
but  it  would  also  save  labor  in  the  management  and  discipline  of  the 
school.  ' 

Four  school  houses  have  been  built,  and  some  have  been  repaired  and 
enlarged.  Three  new  districts  have  been  formed  and  organized.  The 
new  buildings  ere«ited  are  of  wood,  substantially  built,  located,  planned  and 
finished  with  judicious  reference  to  the  wants  of  a  school. 

Our  people  seem  generally  inclined  to  have  good  Lchool  houses  and  to 
keep  them  in  repair.  They  are  not  all  as  well  furnished  as  they  ought  to 
be,  and  some  are  not  inclosed.  Only  a  few  can  be  met  with  which  have 
not  some  claim  to  fitness  and  decency. 

It  is  gratifying  to  observe  that  in  respect  to  reading  books,  spellers  and 
a^thmetics,  there  are  now  in  the  county,  in  general  use,  only  two  series, 
-viz  :  Saunders'  and  the  National  readers  and  spellers,  and  Davies'  and 
Robinson's  arithmetics.  --In  respect  to  other  text  books  there  is  still  a 
lamentable  want  of  uniformity,  there  being  in  some  schools  not  less  than^ 
four  kinds  of  geographies,  and  nearly  as  many  kinds  of  grammars.  It 
would  seem  in  such  cases  to  be  the  duty  of  the  district  boar£i  to  retain  one 
and  reject  the  rest.  Penmanship  is  too  much  neglected  in  our  schools.  Pa- 
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rents  are  slow  in  procuring  stationery  for  their  children,  and  teachers  are 
not  earnest  in  their  efforts  to  teao^  this  indispensable  art. 

There  is  much  complaint  of  the  neglect  of  district  boards  to  attend  to 
the  duties  required  of  them  by  law.  it  should  be  remembered  that  gratu- 
itous service  is  irresponsible,  and  not  often  faithfully  rendered.  As  school 
officers  receive  no  pay,  they  do  not  feel  obligated  to  work ;  if  allowed  rea- 
sonable compensation,  they  would  serve  the  district  more  willingly.  Their 
duties  are  various ;  they,  must  take  oare  of  the  property  of  the  district, 
and  provide  for  the  wants  of  the  school ;  they  must  look«up  and  hire  teach- 
ters  ;  they  must  keep  the  financial  accounts  of  the  district,  and  supervise 
and  inspect  the  school.  These  various  duties  are  generally  performed, 
when  done  at  all,  by  the  district  clerk.  Much  of  his  time  is  required  to 
do  what  oughj;  to  be  done,  and  his  time  is  as  valuable  to  him  as  to  the 
district.  Men  who  are  competent  and  responsible  can  seldom  be  found  to 
fill  this  office  without  compensation,  and  without  such  men,  in  the  office  of 
district  clerk,  the  affairs  of  the  school  district  will  bo  loosely  managed. 
Here  and  there  we  meet  with  a  model  district  clerk,  who  is  himself  a 
*'  host"  in  his  district ;  who  makes  his  school  a  kind  of  hobby.  He  does 
all  work  seasonably  and  wdll.  He  is  careful  in  his  selection  of  a  teacher, 
but  when  once  employed  he  sustains  and  encourages  him  in  every  well  di- 
rected measure ;  he  infuses  his  own  zeal  into  the  hearts  of  the  teacher,  pa- 
rents and  children,  and  to  crown  his  useful  labors  .of  the  year,  he  makes 
out  his  annual  report  with  accuracy  and  neatneds,  exhibiting  to  the  publio 
facts  of  interest  relating  to  the  condition  of  his  school  and  a  nicely  balanc- 
ed account  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  public  funds. 

Such  district  clerks  are.  much  needed.  They  would  add  incalculably  to 
the  efficiency  of  our  district  schools,  and  greatly  relieve  the  burdens  of  the 
teacher. 

A.  Bt.  WELD, 

County  SuperiiiiendefU. 


SAUK  COUNTY. 

In  the  twenty-two  towns  in  this  county  there  are  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  schools.  Among  these,  since  the  first  of  January,  the  commencement 
of  my  term  of  office,  I  have  made  one  hundred  and  ten  visits.  During  the 
winter  term  I  called  upon  the  board  of  each  district,  and  usually  succeed- 
ed in  getting  one  or  more  of  the  members  to  enter  the  school  with  me. 

I  could  then  point  out  to  tbem  whatever  I  thought  worthy  of  commend- 
ation in  the  general  management  of  the  school,  or  call  their  attention  to 
defects  in  the  same,  in  the  school  building  and  its  surroundings,  lack  of 
apparatus,  furniture,  etc.,  with  a  hope,  in  many  instances,  of  producing 
reform. 

I  spent  half  a  day  in  each  school,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  not  at- 
tempting to  visit  more  than  two  schools  per  day.     Thus  I  had  time  and  op- 
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portunity  to  determine  the  character  of  the  school,  its  advancement,  and 
the  teacher's  method.  In  nearly  every  school,  I  conducted  one  recitation 
or  more,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  thoroughness  of  the  instruction, 
and  of  correcting  faults  in  the  teacher.  My  own  method  was  never  pre- 
sented as  a  models  but  as  a  hint  to  something  better  than  had  been  prac- 
ticed hitherto. 

This  county  is  too  large  to  admit  of  %  thorough  supervision  by  one  man. 
One  hundred  and  fifty-four  schools,  scattered  over  an  extent  of  territory, 
forty  miles  in  extreme  length  and  nearly  that  in  extreme  breadth,  certainlv 
furnish  more  work  than  one  superintendent  is  capable  of  performing  witn 
any- credit  to  himself,  or  lasting  benefit  to  the  schools.  There  are  two  as- 
sembly districts  lA  the  county,  and  if  each  constituted  a  superintendent 
district,  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  usefulness  of  the  present  system 
would  be  doubly  augmented. 

Documents  received  from  my  predecessor  show  that  in  last  fall's  exami- 
nation certificates  were  granted  as  follows  : 

Ist  grade,  1 ;  3d  grade,  96 ;  total,  97. 

Of  these  19  were  limited.  These  papers  do  not  show  the  number  that 
applied  for  certificates,  nor  any  other  facts,  connected  with  the  examina- 
tions, besides  those  already  cited. 

Last  spVing,  I  appointed  and  held  examinations  at  six  different  places. 
Whole  number  of  applicants,  177.     Certificates  were  granted  as  follows  : 

ht  grade,  1;  2dffrade,  1;  3d  grade,  106;  limited,  25;  total,  133. 

During  the  last  of  these  examinations,  the  heavy  rains  set  in,  which  car- 
ried off  nearly  all  the  bridges,  and  on  that  account,  many  were  unable  to 
attend.  Consequentlv,  private  examinations  were  afterwards  granted  to 
those  who  furnished  this  as  a  reason  for  not  attending  one  of  the  public 
examinations.  Upon  these  examinations  18  certificates  were  granted ;  one 
limited ;  remaining  in  force  until  next  spring,  126. 

For  three  years  prior  to  my  term  of  office  I  was  absent  from  the  county, 
and  therefore,  unacquainted  with  the  standard  of  the  schools. 

Hence,  I  cannot,  so  far  as  my  own  observation  goes,  speak  with  any  cer- 
tainty as  to  their  progress  this  year  over  last.  Perhaps  we  may  gain  a 
partially  correct  idea  of  this,  however,  if  we  compare  a  few  items  in  the 
reports  of  the  last  two  years. 

We  find  then,  that  in  1865,  the  number  of  children  over  4  and  under  20 
years  of  age  who  attended  school  duringjl  the  year,  was  about  79  per  cent, 
af  the  whole  number,  of  school  age  in  the  county.  During  the  past  year 
the  per  cent,  was  about  66  1-2,  snowing  a  decrease  of  12  1-2  per  cent. 

Tne  number  of  days  taught  by  a  qualified  teacher  in  1866,  was  4,284 
1-2  days  lets  than  the  number  taught  in  1865. 

In  1865,  the  per  cent,  of  attencuince  (in  days)  was  about  29 ;  in  1866, 
89;  increase,  10.  ^ 

The  aveirage  wages  paid  teachers  in  1865,  per  menth,  was  $25.84 ;  in 
1866.  $28.24. 

In  1865,  the  amount  raised  by  taxation,  for  school  purposes,  was  $18,- 
871.36;  in  1866,  $21,781.86;  or  $7,910.50  more  in  the  latter  than  in 
the  former  year. 

Assuming  that  these  reports  are  correct,  these  fActs,  so  far  as>they  oo. 
prove  that  we  are  not  much,  ii  any,  in  advance  of  last  year^-  jy  V^OOgiC 
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Tte  statistics  I  bav^  gathered  from  personal  inquiry,  conoerning  the 
schools  I  have  visited,  do  not  vary  greatly  from  those  above  given,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  in  the  number  of  scholars  in  attendance,  which  does  not 
amount  to  one-third  of  the  number  registered.  The  hop  interest  through- 
out tbe  county,  is  perhaps  the  cause  of  this  sparse  attendance.  Nearly  all 
the  children,  male  and  female,  who  are  old  enough,  are  kept  at  homo  to 
work  in  the  l^op  fields.  I  know  no  remedy  for  this  evil,  except  a  system  of 
compulsory  attendance,  which  I  earnestly  advocate. 

A  great  change  has  occurred  among  the  teachers.  Many  old  and  experi- 
enced ones  have  abandoned  the  profession,  and  engaged  in  other  pursuits, 
leaving  their  places  to  be  filled  by  inexperienced  teachers,  whom  district 
Boards  have  usually  employed  in  preference  to  better  ones,  mefely  because 
they  could  secure  their  services  for  less  wages.  But  many  are  beginning 
to  see  the  evils  arising  from  such  a  policy,  and  to  apply  to  the  superin- 
tendent for  well  qualified  teachers. 

No  new  buildings,  that  I  have  any  knowledge  of,  have  been  erected  du- 
ring the  past  year,  and  probably  no  improvements  have  been  made  beyond 
the  ordinarv  repairs.  Yet,  in  several  districts,  steps  have  been  taken 
towards  building  new  houses. 

In  the  ninety-five  districts  I  have  visited,  thoro  are  but  ^7tr<e  good  build- 
ings. Many  of  the  others  are  old  and  dilapidated.  Nearly  all,  illy  ar- 
ranged and  incommodious,  and  a  few  are  almost  worthless,  even  as  a  pro- 
tection against  the  weather.  It  is  strange,  but  nevertheless  true,  that  the 
building  which  should  bo  the  best  in  the  district  is,  in  many  instances,  the 
poorest.  But  these  were  erected  in  primitive  days,  when  the  patrons  were 
unable  to  do  better.  Doubtless  they  will  soon  givo  place  to  new,  improv- 
ed and  substantial  houses. 

E.  R  OBANDALL, 

County  Superintendent 


TREMPEALEAU   COUNTlf. 

There  have  been  forty-four  schooLs  maintained  in  the  county  during  the 
past  year.  One  thousand,  three  hundred  and  fifty-eight  pupils  between 
the  ages  ages  of  4  and  20  years  have  attended  these  schools  during  their 
several  terms.  The  time  of  holding  schools  in  the  various  districts  has 
varied  from  three  to  nine  months.  The  union  school  at  Trempealeau  has 
three  departments  with  an  average  attendance  of  about  40  pupib  in  each 
department.  The  school  at  Galesville  had  an  average  attendance  of  about 
60  during  the  summer  term.  This  school  will  commence  the  next  year 
with  two  departments.  Other  schools  in  the  county  vary  from  50  to  13 
pupils  daily  during  their  several  terms.  Most  of  these  schools  are  in  a 
thriving  condition,  while  a  few,  from  various  causes,  but  generally  from  a 
disagreement  among  different  members  of  the  districts  regarding  locality, 
etc.,  are  not  what  they  might  be  under  more  favorable  circumstances.     Ae 


a  wbole  I  believe  the  sebools  of  Trempealeau  county  are  not  behind  those 
of  the  neighboring  counties  of  the  state. 


THE   TEAOHEBS. 

Eigbtj-five  applicants  for  certificates  bare  been  licensed  to  teach  in  the 
Tariovs  district 8  of  the  county  during  the  school  year.  Of  this  number, 
cightj-three  were  of  the  third,  and  two  of  the  first  grade.  Seventy-one 
were  granted  to  fem&les  and  fourteen  to  males.  .  Thirteen  were  granted  for 
six  months,  or  limited  to  particular  districts.  Twenty-three  applicants 
were  refused  certificates  from  January  1,  1866,  to  September  1,  1866,  and 
eiztj-two  granted  during  the  same  time.  The  ages  of  teachers  vary  from 
50  to  15  years.  The  average  wages  paid  male  teachers  was  $86.04.  The 
average  wages  paid  female  teachers,  $25.42. 

While  a  few  of  the  teachers  in  our  county  have  failed  to  make  them- 
selves profitable  to  their  employers,  quite  a  large  majority  have  done  well, 
and  a  few  have  proved  ezceUent.  Could  they  have  the  advantages  of  at^ 
tending  teachers'  institutes  and  associationjB,  I  think  it  would  greatly  im- 
prove them  and  bring  about  a  more  uniform  system  of  instruction,  and  en« 
able  our  county  to  keep  pace  with  the  educational  progress  of  older 
counties. 


THE   PEOPLE. 

At  heart,  the  people  of  our  county  feel  a  deep  interest  in  education;  but 
there  is  so  much  physical  labor  to  be  performed  in  a  new  country,  that  the 
educational  interest  is  quite  likely  to  be  neglected ;  aud,  in  neglecting 
this,  they  appear  careless  of  that  which  is  of  vital  importance  to  their 
mental  and« moral  welfare.  What  they  can  do  with  their  hands  they  do 
with  a  will.  I  have  known  a  school  district  organized,  a  school  house 
erected,  and  a  teacher  employed  and  at  his  work,  all  in  a  week's  time. 

The  foreigners  of  our  county  are  not  behind  the  native  citizens  in  the  mat- 
ter of  education.  One  of  the  best  country  school  houses  in  the  county,  and 
one  of  the  three  sites  of  well  inclosed  grounds,  is  in  a  Norwegian  settle- 
ment. The  pupils  of  this  district  make  up  by  dint  of  close  application  for 
the  disadvantages  under  which  they  labor  in  learning  a  new  language  ; 
their  progress  being  fully  equal  to  that  of  the  children  of  native  citizens, 

SOnOOL   HOUSES. 

The  school  hotises  of  our  county  vary  in  valuation  from  $8,500.00  to 
150.00.  Several  new  school  houses  have  been  erected  during  the^past 
year,  and  there  is  a  prospect  that  others  will  be  built  during  the  coming 
year.  • 

DUTIES   OP   THE    OOUNtT   SUPliRINTENDENT. 

The  practice  of  the  superintendent  is  to  visit  all  the  ichools  oncC/  and 
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aft  many  of  tl^m  ad  practicable  twice  during  each  term.  These  visits,  to- 
gether with  the  spring  and  fall  examinations  and  other  various  duties,  oc- 
cupy all  of  his  attention  and  the  largest  portion  of  his  time  during  the 
year. 

S.  S.  LUCE, 
County  Superintendent. 


WALWORTH  COUNTY. 

Since  the  first  of  September,  18G5,  there  have  been  granted  in  this 
county  four  first  graie,  one  second  grade,  and  one  hundred  and  eight-foui 
third  grade  certificates. 

I  can  only  give  particulars  regarding  the  spring  examinations  of  1866. 
Five  public  examinations  were  held,  at  which  there  wore  one  hundred  and 
eiffhty  applicants  for  certificates,  three  for  second  and  the  remainder  for 
third  grade.  The  standard  required  was  the  same  as  that  of  my  prede- 
cessor; for  first  grade  eighty,  second  grade  seventy,  and  third  sradc  sixty 
per  cent,  in  each  branch.  A  rigid  adherence  to  this  standard  made  it  neces- 
sary to  issue  limited  licenses  for  certain  districts. 

The  whole  number  to  whom  certificates  were  granted,  was  one  hundred 
and  three.  Number  rejected,  seventy-seven.  Several  of  those  rejected 
were  oon&idered  too  young  for  teachers.  The  number  who  obtained  certifi- 
cates were  fifty-seven  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  applicants.  One  received 
second  grade,  sixty-three  third  grade,  and  thirty-nine  limited  cirtificates. 

1  am  sorry  to  report  such  an  item  as  the  last.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the 
number  will  be  smaller  in  ray  next.  There  are  too  many  "who  are  satisfied 
with  any  kind  of  a  license  that  will  enable  them  legally,  to  pass  their  time 
in  school  houses  as  teachers. 

During  the  past  summer  fifteen  have  been  engaged  as  teachers  without 
certificates.     The  new  law  was  passed  none  too  soon  for  this  county. 

The  great  lack  among  a  large  class  of  teachers  in  this  county  is  earne$t- 
ne$8  in  their  work,  which  would  induce  them,  not  only  to  obtain  a  better 
education,  but  a  knowledge  of  the  art  of  teaching.  The  carelessness  and 
indifference  of  many  teachers  is  startling,  when  we  consider  the  work  they 
have  undertaken. 

We  eadly  need  a  more  earnest  and  efficient  class  of  teachers,  and  I  am 
glad  to  say,  I  think  iTe  are  obtaining  such,  even  though  it  be  slowly. 

The  more  rigid  system  of  examination  inaugurated  by  my  predecessor, 
which  I  have  endeavored  to  maintain,  has  accomplished  at  least  two  good 
resulft.  First  in  discouraging  many  who  lack  the  necessary  energy  to  fit 
themselves  for  teaching.  Second,  in  raising  the  compensation  of  those 
who  are  really  interested  in  the  work. 

It  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  satisfiiction  to  report  so  sreat  an  improve* 
ment  in  this  respect  as  regards  female  teachers.  I  really  think  in  most 
districts  a  good  female  teacher  is  pre/erred  to  a  poor  or  indifferent  male. 
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The  ridionloUB  idea,  that  of  two  teachers  of  equal  capacity  to  teach,  ond 
Bhould  work  for  half  the  amonnt  of  compensation  the  other  receiyes,  only 
because  one  is  a  woman  and  the  other  a  man  is  fast  losing  currency.  At 
all  events  we  will  try  and  do  away  with  it  entirely.  I  think  competent 
lady  teachers  will  receive  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  dollars  per  month 
and  board  the  coming  winter.  There  is  a  growing  disposition  to  secure 
capable  rather  than  low  priced  teachers,  they  heinff  the  only  cheap  ones. 

This  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  services  of  those  whose  success  is 
well  knowoi  are  secured  many  weeks  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  schools. 
The  old  question  which  we  as  teachers  used  always  to  expect  first,  "What 
do  you  ask  ?"  is  not  so  frequently  heard. 

There  is  too  little  intereB^wnanifested  by  patrons,  in  visiting  schools  ; 
still  many  teachers  report  a  fair  number  of  visits  every  month.  I  think 
there  is  some  improvement  in  this  reSpeot. 

Not  many  districts  report  any  expenditure  for  apparatus  of  any  kind,  t 
tbiok  this  in  a  great  measure  the  fault  of  teachers.  There  are  more  will- 
ing to  do  without  than  to  make  the  effort  to  obtain  these  great  auxiliaries 
of  a  successful  teacher.  With  many,  outline  maps,  globes  and  charts  are 
of  no  benefit.  They  do  not  seem  to  know,  nor  will  they  take  the  pains  to 
learn,  how  to  make  successful  use  of  them.  With  such  it  would  be  of  lit- 
tle use  to  furnish  school  rooms  with  apparatus.  The  only  result  would  be 
the  destruction  of  the  same  by  scholars.  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  have  seen 
rach  cases.  When  teachers  feel  the  importance  of  school  rooms  being 
properly  furnished,  more  of  them  will  be.  The  people  must  be  educated, 
and  this  is  in  some  measure  the  work  of  the  teacher.  In  no  case  have  I 
known  a  thoroughly  earnest  teacher  to  make  the  effort  to  obtain  maps  or 
diarts  and  fail. 

Since  the  first  of  January  I  have  made  one  hundred  and  seventy^five 
visits  among  the  schools  of  the  county,  and  in  most  cases  1  have  found 
teachers  trying  to  do  well,  and  the  majority  succeeding. 

I  cannot  forbear  mentioning  the  following  country  schools  of  the  past 
summer,  as  worthy  of  special  commendation,  on  account  of  the  earnest,  well 
direct  labors  of  the  teachers : 

Joint  district  No.  1,  Spring  Prairie,  Miss  Rosie  C.  Swatft,  teacher^ 

District  No.  9,  Spring  Prairie,  Miss  Sarah  Willis. 

Dbtrict  No.  12,  Spring  Prairie,  Miiss  Julia  Chamberlain. 

Joint  district  No.  4«  Lyons,  Miss  Fanny  Kinney. 

District  No.  3,  Sharon,  Miss  Mary  E.  Bloss. 

District  No.  3,  Whitewater,  Hiss  Ada  A.  Hamilton. 

District  No.  8,  Bichmond,  Miss  Hattie  L«  iiarlow. 

District  No.  '— ,  La  Fayette,  Miss  Susan  WilKams. 

We  have  eight  graded  schools  in  the  county,  five  of  them  are  doing  finely. 
We  have  lost  the  services  of  several  of  the  most  efficient  teachers  we  have 
ever  had  in  the  county;  and  as  in  some  cases  the  loss  was  sustained  rather 
than  give  a  fair  compensation,  it  is  to  be  felt  the  more  keenly.  I  think 
the  majority  of  teachers  get  all  they  earn,  but  there  are  some  whose  servi- 
ces can  hardly  be  measured  by  dollars  and  cents — at  least  so  few  of  them 
as  are  usually  given. 

The  teachers  to  whom  1  referred  are  Mr.  Smith,  of  G-eneva;  Mr.  Parker^ 
of  Delavan,  and  Mr.  Cutler,  of  Elkhom.      Mr.  Smith  has  had  the  good 
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sense  to  find  places  in  Janesville  for  five  or  six  of  our  best  female  teachers* 
We  can  hardly  thank  him  for  it,  though  we  admire  his  wisdom  and^ood  taste* 

The  following  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  school  buildings. the  past  year* 

The  people  of  Delavan  have  made  a  fine  new  building  by  additions  to 
'the  old  one,  at  an  expense  of  between  nine  and  ten  thousand  dollars,  mak-» 
ing  it  worth  about  fourteen  thousand  dollars.  The  bi^ilding  is  nearly 
ready  for  use,  and  I  think  there  is  no  finer  school  house  in  any  village  of 
the  same  size  in  the  state.  This  improvement  is  owing  in  a  great  measure 
to  the  earnest,  persistent  efforts  of  Mr.  Parker,  who  has  taught  in  Dela- 
van the  past  four  years  with  very  marked  success. 

Geneva  has  laid  the  foundation,  and  will  early  next  season,  complete  a 
fine  edifi<;e  at  an  expense  of  ten  to  twelve  ti^ousand  dollars.  Mr.  Smith's 
strong  will  and  earnest,  thorough  labor  have  been  marked  by  this  result. 
I  think  Ihis  is  not  saying  too  much. 

Elkhorn  has  raised  ten  thousand  doUard,  and  will  next  year  erect  a  fine 
building. 

Whitewater  sadly  needs  a  better  and  moro  commodious  building,  but  as 
the  village  gave  twenty-three  thousand  dollars  last  summer  for  the  normal 
school,  there  will  probably  be  nothing  done  at  present. 

Joint  district  No.  —  of  Geneva  has  built  a  very  nice  house,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  one  thousand  dollars,  ^t  will,  when  completed  be  the  best  coun- 
try school  house  in  the  county. 

I  shall  be  able  to  report  the  erection  of  several  new  buildings  among  the 
country  districts  next  year. 

I  think  the  people  of  this  county  are  ready  for  the  township  system, _aad 
I  hojpe  the  next  legislature  will  at  least  allow  its  adoption. 

The  interest  in  educational  matters  is  steadily  on  the  increase,  and  we 
have  every  reason  to  look  hopefully  to  the  future. 

ORVILLE  T.  BRIGHT, 

County  Superintendent, 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

The  people  of  this  county  do  more  and  more  appreciate  the  free  school 
institutions  of  our  Btate,  which  is  proved  by  thd  fact  that  they  build  new 
and  good  school-houses,  increase  the  teachers'  wages  and  vote,  even  in  dis- 
tricts that  never  did  it  before,  money  to  buy  outline  maps ;  have  black- 
boards and  other  utensils  for  the  use  of  their  schools. 

Our  teachers  also  show  a  satisfactory  improvement  in  regard  to  knowl- 
edge, as  well  as  to  practical  teaching.  The  majority  of  the  school  districts 
vote  for  male  teachers  for  the  winter  schools,  believing  that  thoy,  as  far 
as  the  conduct  of  a  school  is  concerned,  can  work  with  '  more  efiect,  &c  , 
than  female  teachers. 

I  examined  during  the  previous  year  140  teachers.  The  average  stand- 
ing was  from  6  1-2  to  7  1-2  on  a  scale  of  ten. 

I  trust  the  next  legislature  will  not  enact  any  more  school  laws,  as  the 
present  ones  are  not  yet  fully  understood  and  carried  out  by  many  school 
Doards. 

FRED.  JftEGENFUSS, 

County  SuperinidSUmt, 


REPORTS  OF  CITY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


CITY  OF  BEAVER  DAM. 

The  public  schools  of  this  city,  have  been  in  successful  operation  during 
tho  past  year. 

Our  city  is  divided  into  four  wards.  The  school  year  consists  of  forty 
-w^ks,  and  is  divided  into  three  terms. 

The  first  term  commences  on  the  first  Monday  in  September,  and  con- 
tinues until  the  Friday  next  preceding  christmas. 

The  second  term  commences  on  tho  first  Monday  after  new  year's  day,  or 
on  the  first  Tuesday,  if  new  years  should  occur  on  Monday,  and  continues 
until  the  fourth  Friday  in  March. 

The  third  term  cotnn|inces  on  the  second  Monday  in  April,  and  contin- 
nes  twelve  weeks. 

A  public  exumination  of  all  the  schools  takes  place  during  the  last  week 
of  each  term. 

An  examination  for  tbe  advancement  of  pupils  into  higher  grades,  and 
departments,  takes  place  during  the  last  week  of  the  school  year. 

The  public  schools  of  this  city  are  divided  into  four  departments  as  fol- 
lows :  primary,  intermediate,  grammar  and  high  school. 

Each* department  consists  of  three  grades,  namely  :  first,  second,  and 
third. 

There  is  a  primary  school  in  each  of  the  four  wards,  an  intermediate  in 

the  second  and  fourth,  and  a  grammar  and  high  school  in  the  second  ward. 

^;,There  are  ten  teachers  employed  in  the  different  departments  ;  a  princi- 

j   ^ho  has  charg^f  the  grammar  and  high  school,  with  two  female  aa-^ 

i    :  «nt8 ;  all  tho  other  departments  are  taught  by  female  teachers. 

l-flfe  principal  is  paid,  per  year, |1  ,.000 

Two  female  assistants,  each, |320 640 

'*  intermediate  teachers,  each, 280 660 

Four  primary  teachers,  each, 240 960 

One  assistant  intermediate, 210 240 

Making  the  amonnt  of  teachcra*  wages $3 ,400 

There  are  suitable  and  commodious  school  buildings,  owned  by  the  city, 
in  all  tbe  wards  but  one,  and  appropriations  bave  been  made  to  build  in 
that  the  ensuing  year. 

The  appropriation  for  the  past  year  amounts  to  $4,r539.  For  the  cnsu- 
ing  year  to  ^^5.000.  „3i,iz,dbyGoO<<„ 
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The  nmnber  of  children  residing  in  the  oity,  aooording  to  last  censns, 
over  fonr  and  under  twenty  years  of  age  was  1168,  of  which  number  54(5 
were  males,  and  612  females. 

The  whole  number  of  scholars  that  attended  the  public  schools,  during  all 
or  part  of  ttio  year,  was  687.  Average  number  647  ;  leaving  a  balance  of 
471  children  outside  of  the  public  schools.  A  large  proportion  of  this 
number,  however,  are  in  attendance  at  other  schools  in  the  city,  namely  : 
about  sixty  have  been  instructed  in  Wayland  University ;  one  hundred  and 
ninety  (190)  German  and  Irish  children  have  attended  St.  Mary's,  and 
about/thirty  the  Lutheran  school,  making  280 — added  to  687,  makes  967 
— ^leaving  only  191  out  of  the  whole  number  of  children,  as  reported  in 
the  city,  as  not  having  attended  school  during  some  part  of  the  year. 

ELI  BOTSFORD, 

City  SwperintendmU 


CITY  OF  LA  CROSSE. 

SV^e  have  in  this  oity  two  graded  schoala,  each  having  three  deportments 
—grammar,  intermediate  and  primary.  For  these  two  schools  ten  teachers 
are  employed — two  male  and  eight  female — and  have  been  fortunate  in  se- 
curing the  services  of  a  good  and  efficient  corps  of  teachers  at  the  lowest 
"market  prices  ;"  $800  and  $900  per  annum  for  the  male  teachers,  res- 
pectively, and  from  $300  to  $360  for  female  teachers.  They  all  exhibit  a 
commendable  interest  in  the  improvement  of  their  several  departments  and 
are  bringing  the  schools  up  to  a  high  grade  considering  the  many  disad- 
vantages under  which  they  labor.  As  is  universally  the  casi;  thrpughout 
the  state,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  there  is  a  deplorable  lack  of  in- 
terest among  the  citizens  and  patrons  of  our  schools  which  are  seldom  vis- 
ited, and  apparently  as  seldom  thought  of. 

The  subject  of  erecting  a  suitable  building  for  the  purpose  of  a  high 
sehool,  has  been  considerably  agitated  for  the  last  feW||nonths,  and  we  '^ns 
in  hopes  of  having  such  a  school  established,  to  accommodate  the  stuq^.  ^ 
as  they  finish  the  course  in  the  grammar  departments  of  the  ward  scha  % 
within  the  next  year.  The'  need  of  such  a  school  is  very  generally  Sb- 
knowledged  and  severely  felt. 

There  are  in  this  city,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  report  sent  you  some 
time  since,  1684  children  between  the  ages  of  four  and  twenty  years,  of 
whom  680  attended  the  public  schools  during  the  last  year,  or  something 
less  than  43  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number.  I  have  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  if  our  school  facilities  were  improved,  as  the  necessity  seems  to 
demand,  this  attendance  would  be  matenally  increased.  There  are,  how- 
ever, two  denominational  and  two  private  schools,  which  will  of  necessity 
draw  largely  upon  our  public  schools,  but  many  now  attend  solely  because 
iihere  is  no  room  for  them  elsewhere. 

Jtis  but  just  to  state  here,  however,  that  our  city  has  endured  a  great 
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amoQnt  of  taxation,  for  the  last  four  or  five  years,  and  now  that  the  * 'cruel 
war  is  oyer,"  and  the  taxes  begin  to  assume  their  ordinary  proportions, 
and  the  attending  excitement  has  ffiyen  place  to  the  thonshts  of  local  im- 
proTement,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  people  in  this  beantifnl 
and  thriving  city  will  make  steady  and  constant  efforts  to  improve  our  ed- 
ucational :&cilities,  and  establish  in  the  city  of  La  Orosse  a  system  of 
schools  that  will  in  every  way  meet  the  demands  and  be  worthy  the  intelli- 
gence of  her  people. 

J.  E.  ATWATER, 

County  SupertrUendeni, 


CITY  OP  MADISON. 

The  pnblic  schools  of  Madison  are  divided,  for  distinction's  sake,  into 
five  grades,  vii  r  Primary,  Intermediate,  Grammar,  Senior  Grammar,  and 
High  School.  Every  grade  consists  of  a  two  years'  course.  The  course 
is  as  follows,  vis  : 

OOIIRSE  OF  STTJDY. 


PRIMARY  GRADE. 

FIRST    TXAB. 

-PIrrt  Term. — Alphabetical  Charts. 

First  Reader. 
Oral  instrnction  on  form,  color,  flowers,  morals  and  manners ;  physical  exercises 
and  singing. 

Second  Term.— First  Reader. 

Oral  Arithmetic. 
Oral  instruction  on  parts,  color,  plants,  animals,  morals  and  manners ;  drawing  on 
slate  and  blackboard ;  print  reading  lessons ;  singing  and  physical  exercises. 

Tkurd  r0n?».~-Fir8t  Reader. 
"y  Oral  Arithmetic. 

Ural  instrnction  on  parts,  size,  qualities,  trades  and  professions,  morals  and  man- 
ners; slate  and  blackboard  drawing,  and  printing;  singing  and  physical  aiercises. 

SXOOND    TIAB. 

J^lrrt  Term. — Second  Reader. 
Oral  Arithmetic. 
Home  Geography. 
H>ral  instruction  on  form,  trees,  plants,  foreign  productions,  morals  and  manners ; 
drawing  and  printing ;  singing  and  physical  exercises. 

Second  T«n».— Second  Reader. 

Oral  Arithmetic. 

Home  Geography. 
Oral  instruction  on  form,  size,  color,  weight,  five  senses,  morals  and  manners ; 
drawing  and  printing  ;  singing  and  physical  exercises.  ^ « .^^^  ^,  ^ ^^~ 
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Third  Term, — Second  Reader. 

Oral  Arithmetic. 

Primary  Geography. 
Oral  instruction  on  commpn  things,  morals  and  manners  ;  recitation  of  multiplier- 
tion  table,  and  printing  it  on  slate  and  board;  singing  and  physical  exercises. 


INTERMEDIATE  GRADE. 

YIRST    TEAR. 

Firtt  3Vm.— Third  Reader. 

Primary  Geography. 
Primary  Arithmetic. 
Oral  instruction  on  animals,  trees,  plants,  morals  and  manners ;  slate  and  black- 
board exercises  in  adding  numbers ;    concert   recitation   of  multiplication  table ; 
sentence' making,  with  punctuation,  definitions  and  spelling;    singing  and  physi- 
cal exercies. 

Second  JVrm.— Third  Reader.  • 

Primary  Geography. 
Primary  Arithmetic. 
Oral  instruction  on  foreign  and  home  productions,  morals  and  manners ;  slate  and 
blackboard  exercises  in  adding  numbers;  concert  recitation  of  multiplication  table; 
map  drawing ;  sentence  making,  with  definitions,  marks  of  punctuation  and  spelling; 
singing  and  physical  exercises. 

Third  3Tfrm.— Third  Reader. 

Primary  Geography. 
Primary  Arithmetic. 
Oral  instruction  on  foreign  and  home  productions,  morals  and  manners ;  -slate  and 
blackboard  exercises  in  addition ;  concert  recitation  of  multiplication  table;  sen- 
tence making,  with  definitions,  punctuation  and  spelling ;  singing  and  physical  ex- 
ercises. 

SECOND     YEAR. 

First  rerm.— Third  Reader, 

Geography  and  Map  Drawing. 
Intellectual  Arithmetic. 
Oral  and  Written  Spelling. 
Oral  instruction  on  miscellaneous  topics,  biographical  sketches,  morals  and  man- 
ners ;  sentence  maki.ig  with  punctuation,  use  of  capitals  and  definitions  ;  declama- 
tion once  in  two  weeks  ;  singing  and  physical  excercies. 

Second  Term. — Fourth  Reader.  « 

I  Geography  and  Map  Drawing. 

Intellectual  Arithmetic. 
Oral  and  Written  Spelling. 
Oral  instruction  on  miscellaneous  topics,  biographical  sketches,  morals  and  man- 
ners ;  senteilice  making  with  punctuation,  use  of  capitals,  and  definitions,  singing 
and  physical  exercises ;  declamation  once  in  two  weeks. 

Third  3T?rTO.— Fourth  Reader.  • 

Intermediate  Geography. 
Intellectual  Arithmetic. 

Oral  and  Written  Spelling.  • 

Oral  instruction  on  miscellaneous  topics,  biographical  sketches,  morals  and  man- 
ners, map-drawing,  sentence  making  and  composition ;  declamation  once  in  two 
weeks ,  singing  and  physical  exercises. 
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GRAMMAR    GRADE. 

FIRST    YEAR. 

l\nt  Term. —Fourth  Reader. 

Practical  Arithmetic. 
Mental  Arithmetic. 
Geography  and  Map  Drawing. 
Oral  and  Written  Spelling. 
Penmanship. 
Oral  instruction  on  sound,  light,  water,  air,  morals  and  manners;  sentence  making, 
with  composition;  vocal  music;  declamation  and  composition  once  in  two  weeks. 

Second  Term. — Fourth  Reader. 

Practical  Arithmetic. 
Men.tal  Arithmetic. 
Geography  and  Map  Drawing. 
Oral  and  Written  Spelling. 
Penmanship. 
Oral  instruction  on  topics  selected  from  natural  history;  morals  and  manners;  oral 
grammar  and  sentence  making  ;  vocal  music ;  declamation  and  composition  once  in 
two  weeks. 

Third  Term.—FouTih  Reader. 

Practical  Arithmetic. 
Mental  Arithmetic. 
Geography  and  Map  Drawing. 
Oral  and  Wrjtten  Spelling. 

Penmanship.  ' 

Oral  instruction  on  topics  selected  from  natural  history,  morals  and  manners;  oral 
grammar  and  sentence  making ;  vocal  music  ;  declamation  and  composition  once  in 
two  weeks. 

SECOND    YEAR. 

JPirtt  r«rm,— Fifth  Reader. 

Practical  Arithmetic. 

Mental  Arithmetic. 

English  Grammar — Introduction. 

Science  of  Common  Things. 

Spelling  and  Penmanship. 
Oral  instruction  on  properties  of  matter,  laws  of  motion,  physiology  and  hygiene; 
historical  sketches ;  composition  and  declamation  once  in  two  weeks  ;  vocal  music. 

S9!ond  Term.— 'Fifth  Reader. 

Mental  and  Practical  Arithmetic. 

English  Grammar — Introduction. 

Science  of  Common  Things. 

Spelling  and  Penmanship. 
Oral  instruction  ou  properties  of  matter,  laws  of  motion,  physiology  and  hygiene; 
historical  sketches ;  composition  and  declamation  once  in  two  weeks  ;  vocal  music. 

Third  Tmn.— Fifth  Reador. 

Mental  and  Practical  Arithmetic. 
English  Grammar — Introduction. 
Science  of  Common  Things. 
Spelling  and  Penmanship. 
Oral  instruction  on  properties  of  matter,  laws  of  motion,  physiology  and  hygiene; 
historical  sketches  ;  composition  and  declamation  once  in  two  weeks  ;  vocal  music. 
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SENIOR  GRAMMAR  GRADE. 

PIRST  TEAR, 

Firti  Term. — Sixth  Reader,  with  Elocutionary  Exercises. 
Practical  Arithmetic. 
Mental  Arithmetic, 
High  School  Geography. 

Second  7%rm.^— Sixth  Reader,  with  Elocutionary  Exercises. 
Practical  Arithmetic. 
Mental  Arithmetic. 
English  Grammar. 

Third  TVrm.— Sixth  Reader,  with  Composition. 

Practical  Arithmetic. 

Mental  Arithmetic. 

English  Grammar. 
Oral  instruction  each  term  according  as  the  teAcher  may  direct 

8KC0ND     YKJlR. 

Ih'st  Term. — Higher  Arithmetic. 
English  Grammar. 
History  of  the  United  States. 

Second  Term. — Higher  Arithmetic. 
English  Grammar. 
History  and  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Third  Term. — Elementary  Algebra. 

English  Analysis. 

Physiology  and  Hygiene. 
Composition  and  declamation  throughout  the  year  as  the  teacher  may  dii  ect. 


HIGH   SCHOOL  GRADE. 

FIRST   TEAR. 

Flrei  Term. — Elementary  Algebra. 
Physical  Geography. 
Physiology  and  Hygiene. 
History  (Outlines  of). 

Second  Term. — Higher  Algebra. 

Physical  Geography. 
Natural  Philosophy. 

Third  Term. — Higher  Algebra. 

Book-Eeeping. 

Rhetoric. 

Natural  Philosophy. 
Declamation  and  composition  throughout  the  year,  as  the  teacher  may  direct. 

SECOND     TEAR. 

Firet  Tferm.-— Higher  Algebra. 
Rhetoric. 
Botany. 
Zoology.  Digi^i,,^  by  LrOOgle 
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Second  Term. — Geometry  (Plane). 
Polirieal  Economy. 
Mental  Philosophy. 
Ancient  History. 
Third  TVrni.— Geometry  (Spherical). 
Geology. 
Astronomy. 
Moral  Philosophy. 
Declamation  and  composition  throughout  the  year,  as  the  teacher  may  direot. 
Latin,  Franch  and  German  may  b<»  pursued  by  those  who  wish,  In  connection  with 
or  in  place  of  such   other  studk'  amf  the  course,  as  the  Principal  may  designate. 
Greek  (subject   to   the   same  v    tht^*^^^)  ™*y  ^O"^™  *  P*"^^  ^^  ^^®  course  for  the 
second  year.  '^^^^^^ 

There  are  enrolled  in  tl^ot  i»<tent  grades,  about  one  thoasand  different 
pnpila,  out  of  a  census  of  a.  ^l^ree  thousand  children  between  the  ages  of 
four  and  twenty  years.  '•<)  f^.  children  are  admitted  to  the  schools 
under  five  years  of  age.  *  Th^pr  are  several  hundred,  no  doubt,  in  the  pri- 
vate and  parish  schools,  so  that  there  are  probably  about  fifteen  hundred 
children  attending  school  in  the  city.  Many  more  would  be  enrolled  in 
the  public  schools  were  the  school  room  accommodations  sufficient  ;  more 
than  half  of  those  in  the  primary  grade  attend  school  but  half  a  day  be- 
cause of  a  want  of  room. 

The  board  have  in  their  employ  one  superintendent,  who  is  also  princi- 
pal of  the  high  school,  and  one  male  teacher  who  has  charge  of  the  fourth 
ward  school,  and  fifteen  ladies.  The  superintendent  receives  a  salary  of 
(1,500,  the  principal  of  the  fourth  ward  school  $1,000,  two  ladies  $440 
each,  eight  ladies  $400  each,  five  ladies  $820  each.  By  a  rule  of  the 
board,  these  latter  when  they  enter  upon  their  third  term,  receive  $400  each. 
The  above  salaries  entitle  the  board  to  the  services  of  the  teachers  for 
five  days  and  a  half  every  week. 

All  teachers  employed  by  the  board  must  pass  a  satisfactory  examina- 
tion before  the  superintendent  and  the  committee  on  teachers,  and  their 
election  is  limited  to  a  single  term,  at  the  end  of  which  they  will  be  re- 
elected if  they  have  discharged  their  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  board. 
The  board  think  it  better  for  the  schools  to  limit  the  election  of  their 
teachors  tq  a  single  term.  All  teachers,  too,  must  pass  a  written  examina- 
tion in  the  common  branches  once  a  year  at  least,  and  the  result 
of  the  examination  is  reported  to  the  board  with  a  recommendation  for 
some  action.  Such  examinatoin  shall  take  place  within  one  week  of  the 
close  of  a  term.  Every  Saturday  morning  a  meeting  of  the  teachers  is 
held,  and  this  meeting  is  regarded  as  a  school  session,  and  absence  there- 
firom  is  considered  the  same  as  a  half  day's  absence  from  school  At  those 
meetings  the  teachers  read  and  compare  the  weekly  reports  of  their  schools, 
discuss  subjects  pertaining  to  their  daily  labors,  consult  with  the  superin- 
tendent on  matters  upon  which  they  desire  advice,  engage  in  recitations  in 
the  branches  they  teach,  compare  views  upon  methods  of  teaching  and  dis- 
cipline, and  converse  with  each  other  socially.  Without  such  meetings  no 
uniformity  could  be  secured  in  a  graded  system.  Our  board  are  so  thor- 
oughly convinced  of  their  utility  that  no  argument  could  induce  them  to 
discontinue  them.  If  nothing  more  were  gained  on  the  part  of  teachers 
than  a  personal  acquaintance  with  one  another,  it  would  well  pay  to  hold 
them.  ^ , ^ .. ., ^.. 
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One  of  the  greatest  obstaoles  id  the  way  of  progreaa  in  our  schools  has 
been  a  want  of  room,  but  this  has  been  to  a  great  extent,  though  not  wholly, 
removed  by  the  building  of  the  fourth  ward  school  houso  on  the  shore  of 
third  lake,  a  structure  which  is  an  ornament  to  the  city,  and  which  does 
credit  to  all  who  had  a  part  in  planning,  or  a  hand  in  executing  so  fine  a 
piece  of  workmanship.  The  house  will  accommodate  two  hundred  and 
fifty-six  pupils.  The  means  of  exit  from  it  are  ample,  the  ventilation  good, 
the  grounds  commodious,  and  its  exterior  and  interior  in  most  excellent 
taste:  The  board  intend  to  build  a  simila;  'milding  another  summer  in  the 
second  ward.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  in;  I'ng,  that  the  erection  of  the 
fourth  ward  school  house,  has  had  much  '  in  giving  an  impulse  to  the 

interest  felt  by  our  citizens  in  our  schooi^j^^ 

Our  city  very  much  needs  a  high  scht  ailding,  but  the  board  has 
ever  acted  on  the  principle  that  the  lon^  ^des  of  the  schools  claimed 
their  first  attention.  I  think  they  are  rigfej^  They,  however,  propose  to 
make  arrangements  to  put  up  a  building  lor  the  high  school  as  soon  as 
they  can  supply  the  wards  with  buildings  suited  to  their  necessities.  We 
have  a  board  of  education  alive  tt)  tbe  wants  of  the  city  in  the  matter  of 
popular  education.  They  are  among  our  most  active  business  men,  who 
are  jealous  of  the  reputation  and  honor  of  the  city,  and  of  the  rank  it  holds 
among  our  sister  cities,  and  nothing  will  be  left  undone  on  their  part  to 
make  the  school  buildings  and  schools  of  Madison  compare  favorably  with 
other  graded  systems  in  the  country. 

My  connection  with  the  system  has  been  so  short,  that  I  do  not  feel  like 
entering  upon  the  discussiop  of  many  points  that  would  be  of  interest,  and 
which  might,  perhaps,  be  profitable.  The  way  to  make  progress  in  the 
educational  interests  of  Wisconsin,  is  for  the  central  points  to  contribute 
tbe  results  of  their  experience  and  observation,  for  the  information  of  all. 
It  will  be  a  task  of  mine  to  discharge  this  duty  so  far  as  I  am  able,  and  to 
add  my  feeble  but  hearty  efibrcs  to  advance  the  educational  welfare  of  the 
great  and  growing  Northwest. 

B.  M.  REYNOLDS, 

City  Superintendent, 


CITY  OF  MILWAUKEE.  . 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing statement,  showing  the  condition  of  our  city  schools  at  the  close  of 
the  school  year  (Aug.  31,  1866),  as  compared  with  the  year  ending  Aug. 
31,  1865. 

1866.     Fehool  censuB, 20,06.5  1866 20,367 Gain  302 

'*        No.  teachere, 77       '*        8»i *'         9 

"    enrolled, 7,020       •'        7,968 "     948 

«»  "belonging 4,318       *'        4,634 **     316 

"  "   daily  attendance, 3,282       *•        3,829 "     547 

The  number  belonging  and  daily  attendance  is  the  average  for  the  year. 
The  average  number  belonging  for   Sept.  and   Oct.  18G6,    was   5.393. 
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Average  daily  attendance  4,433.  The  school  census  shows  an  increase  of 
only  302.  Teacher's  reports  show  an  increase  of  over  1000  in  our  schools, 
fhis  increase  has  been  going  on  steadily  throughout  the  year;  each  month 
has  shown  a  larger  number  belonging  an(i  a  better  daily  attenditnce  than 
the  month  before,  while  the  cases  of  absence  and  tardiness  have  decreased. 
The  amount  expended  during  the  year  was  $48,351  41.  The  cost  of  in- 
struction per  scholar,  estimated  on  the  number  enrolled,  was  $6  07,  on 
daily  attendance  $12  63.     In  1865  it  was  $6  53  and  $13  96. 

There  are  nine  ward  schools  and  seven  branch  schools.  Thiiteen  of  the 
school-houses  are  owned  by  the  city.  The  lotn  owned  by  the  city 
and  occupied  for  school  purposes,  are  valued  at  $41,700.  The  high- 
est valuation  of  anyone  lot  is  $4,000;  lowest  $100.  The  total  val- 
uation of  school-houses  is  $150,500.  Two  are  valued  at  $25,000 
each;  one  at  $2x),000 ;  three  at  $16,000  each;  one  at  $10,000;  two' 
at  $8,000  each.  The  remaining  buildings  at  from  1  to  $3,000.  The 
furniture  in  the  buildings  is  valued  at  $22,700,  making  the  total 
valuation  of  school  property  about  $216,000.  There  were  101  cases 
of  suspension  for  absence  ;  31  for  bad  conduct  and  8  for  being  absent  from 
a  r^lar  examination  ;  l07  of  these  were  restored.  There  were  51  cases 
of  discipline  referred  to  superintendent  by  teachers.  These  were  arranged 
by  consultation  with  parents.  During  the  past  year  a  large  and  beautiful 
school-house  has  been  erected  in  the  third  ward.  This  building  is  estimat- 
ed at  $20,000  in  the  valuation  given  above.  Its  actual  cost  (furniture 
included)  is  about  $26,000.  Arrangements  are  now  being  made  to  erect 
branch  schools  in  the  5th  and  6th  wards,  which  will  cost  between  3  and 
$4,000.  Branch  schools  will  have  to  be  opened  also  in  the  2d  and  9th 
wards. 

You  will  see  from  the  above  that  onr  schools  are  in  a  thriving  condition. 
It  affords  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that  both  teachers  and  pupils  are 
exhibiting  a  quiet  energy  in  their  legitimate  school  work  that  is  highly 
commendable. 

F.  C.  POMEROY, 

City  Superintendent, 


CITY  OF  OSHKOSH. 

In  accordance  with  your  request  I  send  you  the  following  report  of  the 
schools  of  the  city. 

During  the  past  year  (I  think  I  can  safely  say)  there  has  been  a  mani- 
fest and  continued  improvement  in  the  schools  of  our  city  generally.  A 
more  thorough  discipline  and  scholarship  has  been  secured  and  a  commend- 
able zeal  on  the  part  of  teachers  of  the  various  departments  to  make  their 
schools  as  successful  as  possible. 

In  reference  to  the  ward  schools,  they  are  the  same  as  last  year,  except 
that  one  new  building  has  been  erected  and  a  new  primary  school  com- 
menced in  the  third  ward.     The  other  wards  have  each  their  own  primary 
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and  intermediate  departments.  Thej  are  all  under  the  direction  of  suo- 
oessful  teachers  and  making  good  proffress.  A  large  class  was  sent  to  the 
grammar  school  at  the  beginning  of  the  past  term  who  were  all  subjected 
to  a  thon)ugh  general  examination  for  admission.  The  grammar  school  is 
well  estaolished  and  arranged  in  classes,  where  all  the  ordinary  English 
branches  are  completed. 

The  high  school  is  still  held  in  rooms  secured  for  that  purpose,  but  not 
weU  adapted  for  such  a  use  ;  however,  this  is  merely  a  temporary  necesA- 
ty,  as  the  fitj  is  now  erecting  a  very  fine  structure  with  all  the  modem 
improvements, and  it  is  a  model  of  architectural  beauty,  which  will  place  Osh- 
kosh  in  the  very  front  rank  of  western  cities  so  far  as  school  acoommodii- 
tions  are  concerned.  The  high  school  is  designed,  as  its  course  is  now 
fixed,  to  give  a  thorough,  practical  and  discipbnary  traming  for  bubiness 
.  or  professional  men,  with  the  addition  of  the  languages  so  far  as  to  prepare 
students  for  a  college  course .  The  pupils  are  arranged  in  four  classes,  em- 
bracing the  usual  branches  pursued  m  seminaries  and  the  best  high  schools. 
A  most  thorough  and  rigid  examination  (both  oral  and  written)  is  required 
at  the  close  of  each  term  and  in  passing  from  class  to  class,  and  all  who  are 
not  qualified  are  allowed  the  privilege  of  marking  time  until  they  nave 
made  the  suitable  proficiency.  Absence  and  tardiness,  except  for  sickness, 
have  been  almost  entirely  broken  up  by  the  strict  measures  adopted.  The 
following  is  the  report  of  the  term  just  closed  for  the  grammar  and  high 
school ; 

Attendance, « 98 

Deportment, 88.4 

Scholarship, 87.9 

General  average, 91 . 4 

^  During  the  past  term  some  apparatus  has  been  purchased  for  the  illustra*- 
tion  of  chemistry  and  natural  philosophy;  so  that  in  the  former  we  are  en- 
abled to  have  a  quite  complete  course  of  experiments.  There  are  now 
employed  in  the  schools,  in  all,  twenty  teachers,  all  ladies  except  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  high  school.  Visits  from  patrons  and  parents  are  still  some- 
what angelic  in  number,  but  I  think  there  is  a  gradual  improvement,  and 
on  the  whole  an  increasing  interest  in  our  schools  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
munity. 

K.  M.  HUTCHINSON, 

City  Superintendent. 


CITY  OF  RACINE. 

In  compliance  with  your  circular  letter  I  would  say,  that  the  brief  time 
which  has  elapsed,  since  I  entered  upon  my  duties  as  principal  of  the  Ra^ 
cine  high  school,  prevents  me  from  making  an  extended  report  of  the 
schools  in  this  city  for  the  past  year-  I  respectfully  submit  the  following 
facts  and  statistics  which  I  nave  gleaned  from  the  records  of  the  year  end- 
ingAugnst  81,  1866.  _  „„izedbyGo6gIe 
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According  to  tbe  Bobool  census,  taken  in  August  last,  the  number  of 
male  children,  between  the  ages  of  4  and  20  years,  was  1404,  and  of  fe- 
male children  of  corresponding  ages  1498;  total  of  both  sexes  2902. 

Of  the  aboYC  number,  there  were  enrolled  upon  the  school  register  2087» 
and  in  addition,  8  were  registered  who  were  aboye  20  years  of  age,  making 
the  total  number,  who  attended  school  during  the  year,  2040. 

The  whole  number  of  days,  during  which  the  schools  were  in  session, 
was  200.     The  total  number  of  days'  attendance  of  different  pupils  for  the  • 
year  was  231,780,  giving  an  average  daily  attendance  of  1158,  while  the 
average  number  belonging  to  the  schools  was  1252. 

From  the  aboye  figures  the  following  per  cents,  will  be  readily  obtained, 
Tis: 

Per  cent  of  attendance  on  average  number  belonging  to  schools, 92 

Per  cent,  of  school  enrollment  on  scliool  census^ 70 

Per  (?*^t.  of  daily  attendance  on  school  census, 89 

«»}  • 

These  statements  show  that  there  were  862  children  that  did  not  attend 
our  public  schools,  and  on  an  average  only  about  two-fi/tJis  of  the  children, 
recorded  in  the  census,  availed  themselves  of  the  advantages  provided  for 
them.  Many  of  these,  doubtless,  were  between  the  ages  of  4  and  6  years; 
and  far  be  it  irom  me.  to  advocate  the  substitution  of  the  school  room  for 
the  nursery. 

The  city  is  divided  into  five  school  wardtf,  and  one  mixed  school  located 
near  the  city  limits.  , 

Each  division  has  one  school  building  containing  one  grammar  school 
and  one  or  more  primary  schools. 

The  building  in  the  second  ward  contains  seven  departments  In  the 
basement  were  two  primary  schools  ;  on  the  first  floor  were  two  primary, 
one  intermediate,  and  one  grammar  school ;  while  the  second  floor  was  oc- 
cupied by  the  high  school.  The  number  of  teachers,  in  charee  of  separ 
rate  departments,  was  18,  aided  by  7  assistants ;  but  by  exchanges,  the 
number  of  different  persons,  employed  in  teaching,  was  88. 

The  salary  of  male  teacher  (there  was  but  one)  was  9 150  per  month. 

The  averaged  salaries  of  female  teachers  were  980.28  per  month.  Tui- 
tion per  scholar  95.92. 

In  t)ie  high  school  building  is  a  flublic  library,  (the  principal  of  the  high 
school  acts  as  librarian),  containing  1500  volumes  of  carefully  selected 
works.  This  is  a  source  of  great  improvement  to  the  members  of  the 
schoNol,  affording  ample  and  ready  reference  upon  almost  any  topic. 

The  six  school  buildings  are  arranged  to  accommodate  1260  pupils,  and 
contain  8760  square  feet  of  blackboard. 

During  the  year,  the  primary  school  teachers  carried  into  successful  op- 
eration the  "course  of  study  "  which  had  previously  been  marked  out  for 
them,  thus  securing  a  systematic  gradation  from  the  lowest  primary  school 
to  the  graduating  class  in  the  high  school. 

T.  N.  SNOW, 
Principal  of  High  School  and  Ass^t  Sup^t, 
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CITY  OP  WATEKTOWN. 

In  addition  to  the  statistical  report,  which  will  be  forwarded  to  your 
office  by  the  county  superintendent  of  Jefferson  county,  I  deem  it  my  duty 
to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  facts,  showing  the  general 
condition  of  school  matters  in  our  city  during  the  last  school  year.  This 
report  would  be  too  lengthy,  should  I  include  all  the  facts  that  may  de- 
^  serve  to  be  presented  to  you,  touching  our  educational  interests.  Only 
such  as  seem  to  be  the  most  important  can  be  noticed. 

During  the  last  year  no  new  school  house  has  been  built,  but  more  or 
less  repairs  have  been  made  where  needed  and  our  buildings  are  at  present 
as  comfortable  for  school  purposes,  as  they  can  be,  considering  our  means, 
still  they  prove  so  much  too  small  for  our  increasing  population  that  the 
necessary  steps  have  been  taken  to  commence  with  early  spring  thj'^erec- 
tion  of  a  large  building,  which  -will,  like  our  Union  school  house,  ^\o,  1, 
be  furnished  with  all  the  essential  modern  improvements. 

During  the  year  there  were  employed,  without  much  change,  17  teachers, 
2  males  and  15  females,  most  of  whom  have  previously  taught  in  the  same 
schools,  and  are  professional  teachers. 

Our  schools  are  all  thoroughly  graded,  all  pupils  of  the  same  grade  pur- 
sue the  same  studies  at  the  same  time  and  use  the  same  text  books. 

Each  of  the  three  departments  (primary,  intermediate  and  grammar)  is 
subdivided  jnto  three  grades,  besides  we  have  a  high  school  department, 
consisting  at  this  time  of  one  grade. 

The  primary  grades  are  taught  in  seven  different  school  buildings,  the 
intermediate  in  four,  the  grammar  and  high  school  grades  in  one. 

The  rate  per  cent,  of  attendance  in  the  upper  grades  is  90,  in  the  lower 
grades  it  varies  from  70  to  90. 

The  number  of  scholars  enrolled  in  all  the  schools  during  the  past  year 
amounted  to  about  1100. 

iftost  of  our  schools  are  well  attended,  the  teachers  earnest  and  zealous, 
our  practice  of  informing  the  parents  of  the  pupils'  standing,  deportment 
and  attendance  at  the  end  of  every  term  by  printed  reports,  proves  very 
efficient  in  disciplining  and  stimulating  the  scholars  and  interesting  the 
parents.  * 

Union  school  No.  1  is  our  model  school,  and  therefore  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  sketch  its  organism. 

The  building  is  of  liberal  dimensions,  elegant  and  oommodioua,  the 
rooms  high,  well  aired  and  finely  adorned  with  maps  and  pictures  ;  the  sci- 
entific apparatus  numerous  and  well  selected ;  the  high  school  grade  en- 
joys the  use  of  a  library  and  of  many  philosophical  instruments;  it  also 
popsesses  an  excellent  melodeon  to  assist  in  teaching  singing.  The  build- 
ing contains  all  the  erades  above  enumerated,  except  two,  which  are  ao- 
commodatcd  in  a  smaller  building  near  by.  The  number  of  scholars  at 
the  present  lime  is  695,  who  are  taught  by  10  teachers,  al]  females,  with 
the  exception  of  the  principal,  Prof.  G'heodore  Bernhardt,  to  whose  energy, 
patience  and  eminent  talent  in  conducting  Buch  an  establishment,  the  suc- 
cess of  the  school  is  chiefly  due. 

The  course  of  -studies  pursued  in  this  school  is  based  on  the  principles 
developed  in  "  Well's  Graded  School. ''     Drawing  from  the  lowest  to  the 
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highest  grade  is  made  an  important  object  of  iastruotion  ;  thongb  less 
than  one  half  of  the  pnpils  are  of  German  descent,  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  all  the  scholars  study  the  German  language  ;  there  were  in  the 
last  term  about  40  Latin  scholars. 

School  matters  have  been  progressing  fairly  during  the  last  five  years  in 
tbis  city.  Many  improvements  have  been  successfullv  made  before  I  was 
appointed  to  the  office  of  superintendent,  a  uniform  school  grade  had  been 
instituted,  the  terms  and  vacations  for  all  the  schools  reduced  to  a  uniform 
calendar,  uniform  text  books  adopted  throughout  the  city,  the  interest  of 
the  population  gained  in  no  slight  degree.  But  still  there  was  everywhere 
a  lack  of  system  and  hence  failures  that  might  have  been  easily  obviated. 
I  therefore  at  once  set  about  remedying  this  by  insuring  a  system  of  reports 
that  will  hereafter  allow  us  to  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  guess-work 
in  making  out  annual  school  reports.  The  attendance  in  some  of  our 
schools  being  still  very  irregular,  I  have  struggled  and  not  without  suc- 
cess against  this,  the  most  formidable  disease  by  which  schools  may  be. 
and  public  schools  are  so  often  afflicted.  I  have  tried  by  ail  means  within 
my  reach  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  our  parents  that  no  trifling  excuse 
should  detain  a  child  from  attending  8chool,*both  on  his  own  account  and 
on  account  of  the  great  injustice  which  is  done  thereby  to  the  school  in 
general,  for  a  pupil  of  irregular  attendance  and  sinning  frequently 
against  punctuality  disturbs  tne  working  of  the  school  class  of  which  he 
is  a  ipember,  but  still  there  are  some  parents  who  seem  not  to  be  aware  of 
the  mischief  they  are  guilty  of  by  indifference  on  their  part  to  the  regular 
attendance  of  their  children. 

It  is  my  impression  that  something  might  be  done  by  our  legislature  to 
insure  a  more  regular  attendance  at  our  public  schools.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  advocate  absolute  compulsion,  as  my  experience  as  a  school  omcer 
for  the  last  six  years  has  given  me  ample  occasion  to  perceive  the  imprac- 
ticability of  such  a  measure  in  our  state,  where  help  is  still  so  scarce  that 
some  parents  aro  compelled  to  keep  their  larger  children  from  school  some* 
times,  to  assist  in  some  work,  that  they  could  not  accomplish  otherwise. 
Still  I  have  no  doubt  tha^  some  measures  might  be  adopted  by  which  ir* 
regularity  and  tardiness  could  be  reduced  to  the  smallest  possible  numbers* 
For  cities  and  larger  towns  and  villages  especially  a  law  could  b</ enacted, 
authorizing  school  officers  to  decide  the  imatter  of  excuses  for  staying 
from  school,  only  granting  such  cases  as  in  their  opinion  are  unavoidable, 
and  making  parents  pay  some  fine  for  keeping  their  children  from  school, 
without  tho  special  permission  of  the  proper  officer,  appointed  for  such 
purpose  • 

In  many  states  in  Europe  similar  laws  exist  and  have  been  applied  with 
the  best  success  for  many  yoars. 

^e  board  of  education  of  this  city  contemplates  at  present  the  speedy 
establishment  of  an  evening  school,  for  the  benefit  of  such  boys  and  young 
men,  that  are  by  some  regular  employment  unable  to  attend  the  public  day 
schools.  The  object  of  this  ^school  is  mainly  the  practical  teaching  of 
arithmetic,  penmanship,  orthography,  book-keeping  and  such  other  bransh- 
es  in  which  young  men  arft  very  often  sadly  deficient.  I  think  this  will 
proye  to  be  a  very  good  work  and  will  soon  be  in  operation. 

The  teachers'  meetings  which  are  hejd  every  second  Saturday^  and  at 
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which  I  generally  preside,  have  been  of  much  asristanoe  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duties. 

The  law  of  this  city,  limiting  the  raising  of  school  taxes  to  twice  the 
amount  received  from  thd  state  school  fund  income,  has  proved  quite  in- 
sufficient in  meeting  our  wants,  and  the  board  of  education  will  therefore 
make  some  exertions  to  have  it  changed  to  a  more,  liberal  one  by  our  next 
legislature. 

WM.  BIELER, 

City  Superintendent. 
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ANNUAL   REPORT 

Of  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  WiseonsiUf  for  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1866. 


To  His  Excellency,  Luoits  Faibohilp, 

Governor  of  Wisconsin : 

Gotsbnor: — Parsuant  to  the  proyisions  of  obapter  114  of  the  G-eneral 
Laws  of  1866,  entitled  '*An  act  to  reorganise  and  enlarge  the  University 
of  Wisconsin  and  to  authorize  the  conntj  of  Dane  to  issue  honds  in  aid 
thereof,"  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  annual  report  of  the 
"Begents  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,"  appointed  under  tnat  act. 

The  county  of  Dane  having  made  provision  for  the  issue  of  $40,000  of 
bonds  authorized  by  said  act  in  aid  of  the  university,  the  regents  held 
their  first  meeting  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  June  last,  perfected  their 
organisation,  received  said  bonds  and  succeeded  to  the  custody  of  the 
books,  records,  buildings,  and  all  other  property  of  the  university  delivered 
to  them  by  the  former  board  of  regents.  Hence  this  report  can  ontjr  prop* 
erly  embrace  the  action  of  this  new  board  of  regents  since  their  organisa- 
tion from  June  27th  to  October  1st  of  the  present  year,  and  must  be  prin- 
cipally confined  to  the  efforts  made  by  them  in  the  reorganization  of  the 
inatitution,  and  its  present  condition. 

.    BXPBBIMINTAL  VABM. 

By  section  15  of  the  organic  act  it  is  provided  that  'Mmmediately  upon 
the  organization  of  the  board,  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  make  arrangements 
for  securing,  without  expense  to  the  state  or  to  the  funds  of  the  university, 
suitable  lands,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  university,  not  less  than 
two  hundred  acres,  including  the  university  grounds,  for  an  experimental 
iieurm,  and  as  early  as  possible  thereafter,  to  make  such  improvements  there- 
on as  will  render  it  available  for  experimental  and  instructional  purposes 
in  connection  with  the  agricultural  course  in  the  college  of  arts.''  In  obe- 
dience to  this  provision,  the  board  of  regents,  after  a  full  and  thorough 
examination  of  such  lands  as  were  offered  to  them  for  that  pnrpose  and 
Bucb  others  as  they  believed  could  be  obtained,  have  purchased  for  this  ex* 
periraental  farm  a  piece  of  land  embraciuff  that  part  of  section  14,  in 
township  seven  nortn^of  range  nine  east,  which  lies  west  of  the  universi-* 
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tj  grounds,  and  that  part  of  section  23  in  the  same  township  and  range 
which  lies  between  the  Sauk  road  on  the  south  and  the  tract  in  section  14 
adjoining  on  the  north,  also  five  town  lots  adjoining  the  university  grounds 
on  the  south-west  corner,  comprising  in  all  about  195  acres,  and  including 
Professor  Read's  and  Mrs.  Hoobins  stone  and  brick  dwellings,  at  an  ag- 
gregate cost  $27,054.  Application  haB  been  made  to  the  pioper  an- 
thorities  for  the  vacaiion  of  the  streets  intersecting  the  town  lots  purchas- 
ed, which  will  undoubtedly  be  granted. 

The  university  grounds  proper,  heretofore  belonging  to  the  institutian, 
contain  40 .63-100  acres ;  they  are  contiguous  to  the  above  described  piece 
and  with  it  form  one  tract  with  an  ai^a  of  over  235  acres.  The  utility 
and  advantage  of  having  the  experimental  farm  so  closely  connected  with 
the  institution  of  which  it  is  to  form  an  important  part,  must  be  apparent 
to  every  one.  The  land  purchased  is,  according  to  the  opinion  and  judg- 
ment of  all  such  members  of  the  board  as  are  practically  familiar  with 
farming,  and  of  all  such  persons  as  could  be  consulted  by  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  board  and  as  had  given  thought  and  study  to  the  establishment 
of  experimental  farms,  peculiarly  well  adapted  for  this  purpose  on  accoa;;t 
of  the  great  many  varieties  and  differences  in  its  soil  and  location.  It  is 
to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  object  in  view  is  the  establishment  of  an  ex- 
perimental/amif  where  agriculture  is  to  be  practically  taught  by  experi- 
menting on  different  soils  and  location  of  the  land,  and  not  a  model  farm^ 
where  the  best  kind  and  largest  quantity  of  particular  products  are  sought 
to  be  obtained  from  a  particular  piece  of  land.  The  board  believe  that  bj 
this  purchase  they  have  secured  to  the  university  for  a  reasonable  price  the 
best  possible  piece  of  land  for  that  purpose.  The  buildings  too,  which 
are  upon  the  land,  will  be  of  great  and  immediate  usefulness  to  the  insti- 
tution in  its  contemplated  development. 

The  lateness  of  the  season  and  other  difficulties  and  disappointments 
which  ^he  regents  met  with  in  their  endeavors  to  organize  the  institution, 
and  wnich  will  be  more  fully  referred  to  hereafter,  have  prevented  them  in 
this  year  from  making  any  improvements  upon  the  lands  purchased  by 
them  ;  but  they  confidently  expect  that  next  year  will  see  the  experimental 
farm  in  practical  operation. 

HTPOTHECATION    OV   BONDS. 
» 

In  order  to  meet  the  payments  for  the  purchase  of  the  land,  the  regents 
ascertained  that  they  would  be  compelled  to  sell  the  bonds  of  Dane  county 
donated  to  them  for  that  purpose,  at  a  discount  of  at  least  twenty  per 
cent.  This  seemed  to  them  a  very  unnecessary  sacrifice,  since  a  portion 
of  the  other  funds  of  the  university  might  ^with  perfect  safety  and  proprie- 
ty be  invested  in  these  bonds,  which  bear  the  same  interest  that  the  uni- 
versity funds  bring  in  other  investments.  The  difficulty  was,  that  the  law 
now  forbids  such  investment.  The  regents  therefore  made  such  arrange- 
ments, as  will  make  it  possible  to  save  the  loss  of  discount,  if  the  legisla 
ture  should  sanction  the  proposed  investment.  They  hypothecated 
$36,000  of  these  bonds  with  several  persons  who  advanced  thereon  eighty 
per  cent,  so  conditioned  that  they  should  be  redeemed  by  the  1st  day  of 
April,  1867.     It  is  confidently  expected  by  the  regents  that  before  that 
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date  the  legislature  will  sanction  the  investment  of  940,000  of  the  uniyer 
81^  funds  m  these  bonds  and  will  thus  saye  the  uniyersity  (8,000.   • 

1MBABBA88MBNT8   OP   Bl-OBGANIZATION. 

No  one  at  all  familiar  with  the  history  of  the  state  university  can  have 
fafled  to  observe  that  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  its  apparent  want  of 
fluocesB  lay  in  the  fact  that  the  institution  was  attempted  to  be  managed 
for  many  years  without  a  chancellor,  a  necessity  to  which  the  former  board 
of  regents  was  compelled  to  submiMo  on  account  of  the  crippled  financial  . 
condition  of  the  institution,  and  We  insufficiency  of  its  income.     It  ia 
true  the  new  board  found  the  uniyersity,  so  far  as  its  available  means  of 
support  are  concerned,  in  scarcely  a  better  condition,  while  the  act  of  re- 
organization gSlIb  for  a  much  more  extended  field  of  instruction  than  had 
heretofore  been  given  ;  but  considering  the  fact  that  the  agricultural  col- 
lege fund  had  been  given  to  the  institution,  which  in  a  few  years  must  con- 
siderably increase  its  income,  that  the  annual  expenses  heretofore  charged 
by  the  state  for  the  management  of  its  fund  were  in  future  not  to  be  with- 
drawn from  its  resources,  that  the  legislature  had  required  the  regents  to 
undertake  the  re-orsanization  upon  this  more  extended  plan,  and  that  the 
people  of  the  state  began  to  manifest  a  more  lively  interest  in  it,  the  t^ 
gents  at  their  very  first  meeting,  concluded  that,  to  the  extent  of  their 
ability,  they  would  attempt  the  re-organization  in  the  manner  indicated  by 
the  organic  act,  trusting  that  the  people,  through  their  legislature,  would 
not   withhold   substantial  aid  from  the  university,  if  it  should  appear 
that  its  present  income  is  insufficient,  for  its  support.      Hence  they  aeter- 
mined  to  commence  the  work  of  re-organization  by  first  endeavoring  to  ob-- 
tain  the  services  of  a  fit  and  capable  person  as  **  president  of  the  universi- 
ty," and  then,  by  and  with  his  advice  and  assistance,  to  elect  the  requi- 
site instructional  force  and  to  prescribe  the  courses  of  study  and  the 
rules  of  management  of  the  institution  ;  and  this  course  seemed  to  them  not 
only  eminently  proper  in  itself,  but  actually  commanded  by  section  7  of 
the  organic  law.     Their  first  choice  fell  upon  Hon.  J.  L.  Pickard,  formerly 
for  many  years  superintendent  of  public  instruction  in  this  state,  and  now 
superintendent  of  schools  at  Chicago  ;  but  owing  to  some  misunderstand- 
ing, or  other  circumstances,  the  regents  were  finally  disappointed  by  Mr. 
Pickard's .declining  to  accept  the  position  tendered  him.     They  next  ten- 
dered the  office  of  president  of  the  univcr&ltj  to  Professor  P.  A.  Chad- 
bourne  of  William's   College,  Massachusetts,  a  gentleman   whom  thev 
deemed  in  every  respect  well  qualified  and  particularly  fitted  for  the  posi- 
tion, and  of  whom  they  had  good  reason  not  to  expect  a  refusal.      Unfor- 
tunately, circumstances  beyond  the  control  of  the  board  of  regents,  finally 
induced  Mr.  Chadboume,  after  he  had  twice  visited  the  state  at  the  so- 
licitation of  the  board,  and  the  last  time  with  the  expectntion  o£r  accepting 
the  place  tendered  him,  to  decline. 

This  threw  the  board  of  regents  into  great  perplexity  concerning  the  re- 
organization of  the  institution  ;  the  usuiU  time  for  commencing  instruction 
was  near  at  hand ;  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  president  and  with  his  advice 
to  re-model  and  start  the  institution  in  time  for  the  usual  fall  opening  of 
instruction,  had  to  be  altogether  abandoned,  and  praotioally,3he  regents. 
8  SUP.  "  ^ 
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were  compelled  to  decide  upon  the  question  whether  they  would,  for  tlie 

8ubsbn,^l^^lJs^a^^,l|gJJrl^CJ^?.(kQf^&jt^f(i^^  lb  y^nrntteitd 

comnoeoce  anew;  undor  the  guidance  of  a  proper  executive  bead,  they 
would  suffer  it  to,^^jct)}^,,^i^g!^ftla^eiJ'ftjiiRso:JWCiilith»Tc  involved  a  loe^ 
of  all  those  students  who^  having  commenced  thcit  studies  at  the  univerai- 

J»,ejj^J!^'ojjl^g^^  throjighQlilt  fttif[i-^at,^ff wt^atixioufiljp  ^raitiiij^flflr  thd^km^ 

|l^,pm  j|^^jQo^tG^^^  ab  tfaHnni-peTEit^ifiit  any 

MJffi'^  T^^io^ ■}^^.M¥^^  ^^  ^^r ^f ■^i' ^jdf>f>  *%hi^^u bdi  i ot^cF  '  Tmaon^  the  ^ 
^i^Ib  cgpcl^cd^  fr)  ^peu-.^m^iiUft}  JFirtemofiinBUuatioEii  en*  lli^iAbkot 

'^ D nf,i ait9  aw P^taiji ^ia  1 1  j ,  t^b ^  ponr^i  o f :  i » .<5 tifuet nm  httit nfo r o  i  gf v en ^  int)\  >  fihe 
pd^i^tjijft  Q^.rpr^i4iTJgr,f9f.r*  |^*pfp^«>r8l4ipiiof  Agrkui6iHia*and'ffclliiig^4t« 
i?Wf/nrflIiJf>n\^ii  fjdt  IjiilJ  JyfiJ  oiit  grriTitjjhiiuL*  JmJ  ;  nifVii"  (ii>r^J  o'lotoJatad 
-noo  iHuai  R-iii-jy  wot /i  ni  fl-jiifvA  ,(foiJn)iiK/ii  oili  oi  wjw'i):  {rru\  bed  bnrA  ogol 
bD||tiida  o-io'li-it'ji-^d  «'jEiJi'j(]zp»P*MAIil  fitfilHIttrriUDii^oai  8ii  ♦vRivnorii  vidmohi? 
-t^irrr  '^<\  o-1    .t-^n  n-rpHift  rtr  mt^iv    .  .  ^,:mii)'j-j::i  r,ni  nih  t*."!  0.I15I8  oril  yd 

<  ^tiAi^  4i9f«^t}^i;<^rg|L|^ii«  i^w^^rc>vidftfi  ithaii  ^^iliommTeftnlyv-ikiiiiiiiifiB 
,mr^P)d^tftif^udr4f^l<|g4%  jahidlibft^ap^  a^jso  tjojndensud  iaadi  aibdfdlg;}' 
.^^.r^pPM  tltiy^ifppoiji^^red  is^ii^u^  .ohjeotionsitD  4his  jivodiidn  oi^'tkid 
^§j^l  (^£  cduq^on;it  tq^n^pAA  qt^briliMtmd->til]«y  Joavenberonie'fiMUsfiedlll^ 
^^j(k^tp(l*t,tp,/t|(i^i;j  iAipu^i  injtejwlt'soofje  wiouj^'he  bjlik?iointOflEb8C|9^ 

-^^^cH^sfi^jqt ,pf  C^ei|UC9l|f»ii»^n,wh«ri^st«fit  yaiiu|.meB'aiid^4if8iii6lin  skcAl- 
^^^l^d^a^Y^utfi^f  ^usly  l>^^oiucJuCc44^  >^h&<  iamn  infiliitnliori;iaori4sKlt  %ito 

dJ^p^taSi  itii^t.  jouBg  r^^EHiin  hB.Y^  «Q  r«quati  <  ckim  prieli  y(i«Dgfiii6il  bO' Ad 
jff^U;:,!^  f^fi  eduqa.tipa  s^jrd&d  bj^  f  Utt&'^r  bilt  ihf]r'reg;?Di»:>invcodtiflMi 
.^)}f^l^  ,it,^oi|ld|bo^xi^^mf4j^.  dIfEEcUsUt  if/luoliimptBiiible^  £0  sacui'^  tiis^serTl- 
^^  ^t^  t^o^^iigbly  j^oinpet cot  audi  axp«Tiomi3cd'rduoat^D(naiao4^^ 
)^f,  ^t^ri^^^^l^i^'^^  ^f^h^  i^^  ji  BOtiSD  iiuEienfled  a»  to  gi9BiJ4hcn  l)«»afdu)f 
j  l^gl^n  t^  ifit  q  .p  ^wor[  ,t^, ,  fiijwAt :  i^&le^  Mi  u  dcd  t.  $  lua  d  e  e  :  ffuoh  ral^iil  (vadi vegid*- 
\'4pMfT  9)1^1  i9f^  ^peiicup&j  pt^yi»^  pei  ^nd  Ihe !  gracrft^st  gfjbd  ufuhg  SttHtjUntM^li 
^ilp^  i^i^tati^ .;.  m^  ^b.tjheir,  dQ^t^ltoiiftk!  theilegiElBtiife  teoi^r^lttiii  iA- 
^iftftl^^T'W^^^b^  i^^W^e^J^i  vbuli  ;they .  ^iah  Xo  lia¥B  the  nc«e^Bii}ni««tlMi|i«3r 

fl«r  ^^^ej  ,.jf  rs^^ti^  i  iof  Y  t  ^  ,  #tp«*4e  ^^  5  fisuml^  depart  men  t  '  aiid  if 6f<^'  UnJ^AK 
^ i| f  P^Q^B H|ir J  [Tc gtijl^lfi qp a-  ^pCi u^^^rr* iL^g  4 be '  1  ^ rt^oipa t ion  ^  :of  1 1  fiuftUesl^ w(:d£ 
^di^e^t  bra^Qh^ii,^^  iioiverBU^^  <9Miijbd§.  i<  Suoh  EranpaanciaMiU  O0tttwi»i9r 
Y^W  ^**Wew^t4§^;^;  the  CtttJ^nSiptoaft^ty  0^  io    arnDoJ 

-igoq  offi  lot  ioilil  yli«ijJoi)-iJiq  biu:  l)'jiijliiup  IIl-v/  Ji.v.|<.:,£  vtovo  ni  bomoof) 
-loliiU  .InauVji  ii  /;«iJftllWQ5{0ircMIWliMqCi  iOlilfpiJ  m.d?/  Jo  briB  ,noiJ 
vllxuiii    elno^-'oi  'io  b-innd  fidi  lo  loiJaco  odt  bno'(od  ^.'^nni'Ap.fninih  .^(['jlnaul 

conmiended  to  them  tor  that  purpose,  aaoprh&bsot  afifdiilst»yitAifO«fai^^, 

()!lW§:I^ier^^[bft^i^M^M-^iil^«R«gBtitd  tbi»(d0iai>  of  ^  mB- 

"B^^^'J^^^^^^  V^^^i^'^f^^^^  "'  noiiu.liJ8iii  oilt  ifisJ?.  Imjjj  I-jboni-O'i  oi 
8iiJt>ao-i  ojlJ  ,^llBoiJoB-iq   bnji  .banobncd/i  lodjusujlfi.ad  ,04  iiiiiL  JLJ^lQXiiieni 

.SUB  8 
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tINANOIAL  CONDITION  OV  THB  VNITBBSITT. 

BeretjD  annexed,  marked  ''Appendix  A>"  is  the  annnal  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  as  Secretary  of  the  Regents  of  the  University  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  September  30th,  1866.  From  it  it  will  appear  that  the 
balaoce  then  on  hana  was  only  the  snm  of  95,501.47-100,  and  thi$  hal- 
anet  ariies/rom  viUertH  drawn  in  advance^  so  that  under  a  sound  system, 
its  amount  should  really  be  large  enough  to  cover  all  the  current  expenses 
of  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  80th,  1867.  It  further  appears  from 
the  report,  that  on  the  30th  day  of  September,  1866,  the  total  productive 
fund  of  the  University  proper  was  $160,230.70-100,  and  of  the  agricultu- 
ral college  fund  $8,061.85-100,  giving  a  total  of  all  the  productive /und$ 
of  the  Univer$ity  of  $168,292.55-100  which  will  yield  an  annual  income 
«/ $11,780.47-100 /or  the  eupport  of  the  University. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  University  for  the 
torrent  year  after  the  appointment  of  a  president,  which  should  not  be 
loog  delayed : 

SaUrj  of  President  for  9  months |2,000 

7  Professors 14,000 

Janitor •. 400 

Librarian  and  bell  ringer 100 

2  assistant  teachers 1,400 

^^'^oc® • !v.^pa7i??J}fl 

Si«::::::::::;:::::::::::;:::::::;;:;;;;:\\:;;:;^^^^ 

Incidental -K'il  mk  }k^]V}^)R  .W. . .  -.U^'i^Wo 

.-..iiaijiii  Uii\    ;  Bj^amliiJtf  ebiyo-n.j   oi  v-ica 

Total ^. . .  f,i  o4.  JH^bfikiafw-x^'*'^^^*'  -ocl  v^<*o»^>'*<I  oi^^  ''^^'  ^IfeliW^ 

»joiJuiiirtni  orJj  taAi   rfoirm  ooi  ^^ril>(?ii3  .Ion  vlniijJ'i'jo  ai  ii 
T3  meet  this,  there .^Mii9<y}i«9o<((/i«(M»dl^9<ifft^j$U«7|l|l.|^ 

^K^eJABJ;[Bal^<5^b^Q^,j»9#  lll9tb«ij«QDtf9ti«>ft^^im(^firl>fj$§xf^  ^^^ 

3S9W#94}KY90f9x[r|9t^mfti:^bfl</f94<^rrltP^illlP 

dlM^^MMfte  <tfofM«fdl,{A«i^c^«nflc4lr^1«#Ar$(M(^fi  ^^^.itmUl>9j//9g9ia^ 

trict  is  entitled  to  free  tuition  at  the  UniYS«r«lj&b  oinia  yd  boiioqawg  -^IIb 
•ni  llbi9iB^%)t^i99fitiHlib4i<fe»6Maf  All* 

(Pili9.9f  lt^|^^9i/^ni^  ^t^btfiflmiq^^lynf  «^P«^^ii9rftJ|{aQ^ 
-l§9|  |V^49QA«»A^Wii  HpmitJb^qD^if!iumi^A|Mfti^^it94^^i§^^ 
9^mtlj|Mft«l|rjM  ftb%%fltrfl9Tdii^{IVn9liW«ft^4^Ah#[»igl9^ 
|mV7;^i^ff%rflWi4«i(^vAfn  iiA  JMVjft(^vfN»iMiiPI»l4Mtioj|ji<!^  loafi{(J9g»dll|e 

annual  appropriation  of  from  $5,OTOoto4p,MObforil*fW»feA^yfii^'»Si* 
order  to  support  the  justice  of  this  demand  and  to  B]S[OISJ[t^  isiji^^ore 
even  iBJustD[(^|Kp(]^9^t(|9I%(ba)^^  university,  I  beg  leave  here  to  re- 
^«^fc>^««f «Woi^(^fc4J(^5fll  i^e^9««#tlt9ltf)n^  1lfcW%e«8  that  *'  provision 
4hall  he  made  by  law  for  the  establishment  of  a  state  university.  *  * 
The  prooeed  of  aJl  lands  that  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be^anted  by 
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the  United  States  to  the  state  for  the  support  of  a  universitj,  $haU  be 
and  remain  a  perpetual /und^  to  be  called  the  "nniversity  fand,"  the  tV 
teres t  of  which  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  sapport  of  the  state  xinivorsi- 
ty."  It  is  well  known  that  out  of  this  fand  at  a  cost  of  over  (100,000, 
land  has  been  pnrchAsed  and  buildings  erected  by  the  state,  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  university,  thus  withdrawing  from  the  support  of  the  uni* 
yersity  an  annual  sum  of  over  $7,000  interest.  I  maintain  that  the  evi- 
dent intention  of  the  above  section  of  the  constitution  was  that  the  state 
should  furnish  the  buildings  and  grounds  and  not  the  university  fund  or 
its  interest,  and  that  therefore  the  state  has  improperly  caused  or  suffered 
the  fund  to  be  diverted.  If  I  am  correct  in  this  construction,  then  the 
state  owes  the  university  over  $100,000,  or  at  least  the  actual  interest  on 
that  sum. 

But  again  ;  for  many  years,  until  the  law  was  changed  last  winter,  the 
state  took  from  the  university  fund  income,  annually,  about  $1,000  for 
the  management  of  its  funds,  and  altogether  it  has  thus  appropriated  out 
of  the  annual  interest  of  this  fund  the  sum  of  $5,500.  So  far  as  the  fu^ 
turo  is  concerned,  this  unjust  charge  against  this  institution  of  learning, 
which  should  be  established,  fostered  and  cared  for  by  the  state,  has  been 
4rithdrawn,.  but  the  state  should,  in  justice,  refund  the  sum  heretofore 
taken. 

And  finally  :  By  the  act  of  Congress  granting  the  agricultural  college 
lands  accepted  by  this  state,  it  was  bound  to  provide  the  necessary  build- 
ings for  the  establishment  of  the  agricultural  college,  and  to  put  it  in  op- 
eration. By  uniting  this  grant  with  the  university,  it  becomes  unneces- 
sary to  provide  buildings ;  but  inasmuch  as  the  income  &om  this  fund 
would,  for  the  present,  be  utterly  insufficient  to  maintain  a  separate  college, 
it  is  certainly  not  asking  too  much  that  the  institution  with  which  it  is 
united  should  be  put  upon  a  basis  where  it  can  live. 

Two  gr^t  institutions  of  learning  are  united  in  this  university,  which, 
until  this  year,  have  never  cost  the  state  one  cent  to  support.  It  is  time 
that  Wisconsin  should  cease  standing  behind  so  many  of  her  sister  states 
in  regard  to  this,  its  highest  institution  of  learning,  which  should  be  the 
pride  of  its  citizens.  In  other  states,  where  state  universities  flourish  and 
stand  high  as  institutions  of  learning,  it  will  be  found  that  they  are  liber- 
ally supported  by  state  donations. 

At  tneir  first  meeting  the  regents  appointed  a  committee  to  make  an  in- 
ventory of  the  property  of  the  university.  This  committee  afterwards 
made  a  detailed  renort«  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed  marked  ''Ap- 
pendix B,"  which  snows  an  aggregate  value  of  property  of  $706,778.63-100 
belonging  to  the  university.  The  productive  part  of  this  fund  is  at  pres- 
ent small,  but  it  will  increase  constantly  until  the  wild  lands  shall  all  nave 
been  sold.  With  a  little  aid  from  the  state  now  and  for  the  next  few  years, 
the  institution  can  be  put  upon  a  proper  basis,  otherwise  it  is  doomed  to 
Imger  along,  a  discredit  to  our  State. 

October  3d,  1866. 

EDWARD  SALOMON, 
Presideta  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  University. 
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Of  the  UwiverBtty  of  WiaeoTiiin  for  the  year  ending  AugvH  31,  1866. 

Tear  when  the  institution  was  founded — 1849. 

Karnes  of  members  of  the  faculty  with  their  respective  salaries. 


Names. 

Department  of  Instruction. 

Salaries. 

J.  W.  Sterling 

Daniel  Read 

Mathematics  Natural  Philosophy  and  Astronomy. 
Mental,  Ethical  and  Political  Science,  Rhetoric,  &c 
Chemistry  and  Natural  History 

•11,000 
1,000 

Ezra  S.  Carr 

1,000 

Jnvn»a  T)tLv\p.   Rntlpr.  . 

Ancient  Languages  and  Literature. 

1,000 

Jno    P   Fuchs.      .... 

Modern  Lancruacres  and  Literature 

1,000 

J.  C.  Pickard 

Normal  Instruction 

1,000 
600 

Miss  H.  S.  Merrill   . . . 

Preceotress  in  Normal Denartment 

Miss  Clarissa  L.  Ware. 

Assistant                "                *'          

400 

Mumber  of  gentlemen  who  have  graduated 

Number  of  ladies  who  have  graduated 

Number  of  students  in  the  senior  class 

Number  of  students  in  the  Junior  class 

Number  of  students  in  the  sophomore  class 

Number  of  students  in  the  freshman  class 

Number  of  students  in  the  preparatory  department. , , . 

Number  of  gentlemen  in  select  course 

Amount  received  for  tuition  during  the  current  year. . . 
Rates  of  tuition  in  Collegiate  department  per  annum. . . 
Rat«s  of  tuition  in  preparatory  department  per  annum. 


60 

12 

5 

6 

9 

21 

60 

100 

13,600 

18 

18 


NOKMAL  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE  UNIVERSITY. 

Univirsitt  of  Wisconsin,      ) 
Madison,  Deo.  27, 1866.  ) 

To  the  Hon.  John  G.  MoMtnn, 

Superintendent  of   Public  Instruction  : 
Complying  with  the  request  contained  in  yonr  favor  of  the  26th  inst., 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  concerning  the  normal 
department  of  the  state  University : 

This  department  was  organized  in  1863,  with  special  reference,  I  believe, 
to  the  admission  of  young  ladies  into  the  university.  Therefore,  although 
a  large  number  o£>the  gentlemen  students  receive  here  all  their  instruction, 
yet  none  but  the  ladies  are  counted  as  belonging  to  the  department. 

The  whole  number  in  attendance  during  the  year  ending  June  27,  1866,  is 128 

Average  daily  attendance, 75 

CLASsnriED  AS  follows: 

In  senior  class, ' 6 

In  middle  class, -v 82 

In  junior  class, 42 

In  preparatory  class, ^ 48 

*Tnition  fees  receiTed  from  pupils  are  equally  divided  unong^  thejaculty.  in  ad- 
dition to  the  above  salaries.  """^^    "'  o^ 
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The  following  is  the  coarse  of  stndy  : 

JUNIOR  YEAR. 


rifiST    TERM. 


Mathkmatics.. 
Languaqx. 


Mathematics. 
Language. 
Natural  Science. 


Mathematics.     . 
Language. 
Natural  Science. 
History. 


Mathematics. 
Language. 
Natural  Science. 


Mathematics. 
Language. 
Natural  Science. 


Mathematics. 
Language. 
Natural  Science. 
Philosophy. 


Mathematics. 
Language. 
Natural  Scisncs. 
Philosophy. 


Mathematics. 
Language. 
Natural  Science. 
History. 

Mathematics. 

Language. 

Nat'l  So.  &  Math. 

Language. 


Higher  Arithmetic,  Mental  and  Written. 
Grammar.  Verbal  Analysis,  Syntax. 
Geography  and  Map  Drawing. 
General  Exercises.' 


second  term. 


Higher  Arithmetic,  completed. 

Grammar,  Verbal  Analysis,  Sentential  Anal/his^ 

Physiology. 

General  Exercises. 


third  term. 

Elementary  Algebra. 
Composition. 
Physical  Geography. 
United  States. 

MIDDLE  YEAR. 

eirst  term. 
Elementary  Algebra,  completed. 
Rhetoric. 

Natural  Philosophy. 
Constitution  and  Science  of  Goyeriimen  i. 

SECOND    TERM. 

Geometry. 

Criticism  and  English  Literature. 

Zoology 

Political  Economy. 

THIRD  TERM. 

Higher  Algebra. 
German. 
Botany. 
Mental. 

SENIOR  YEAR. 

FIRST   TERM. 

Algebra,  completed. 

German. 

Chemistry.  « 

Moral. 

SECOND  TERM. 

Geometry. 
German. 
Geology. 
Ancient. 

THIRD  TERM.  , 

Trigonometry  and  Surveying. 
Science  of  Language. 
Astronomy. 

Essays.  Digitized  by 
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In8tnictioa.ha8  bee^^ef^  ^nnit^^i theory  and  .|ff A0tlnaf*Dfi^t^Mbim|;  dfa^ 

stm'est^r^nd  A^^mtSfle^iVM  the  normal  librarjv   il'^-W-    ,ui>hr.J  jihTt 

I  has  ai8b{>b^n>»>di^y'bi0U%iB^  in  reading  and  spelling.  riuhnA^^y-iuA 

'"^^'^^W^^'^^^^^  '^°''  instances  f(Ji5;'^(^8;;n 


leetures, 
There 


For  toition, . 
*•    room  rent;V\''^' 
**'    board  in  boai 


«^^?.?ft)  ^Vjf^^JV- 


ir  ■.n.'>t''f"vn"  :n.'h\\hwr  ■ 


fuel,.. 


MrVr-WMr-T" 


>..•;)».*?/  ,!'> 


I.-tiV^ 


t 


.  . .  .1.  . .  •.,-,rtf./{f,f|fJ.-.;^  iVS^Art 

•.f.rrOi*>y-  /tf-rnifWi^ 

The  primary  aim>]^^tDfgi)[Mi«nJ/debartment  is  to  :ifiti'TeiMhMirfG^<tliwi<l 
work.  But  any  wh<]^  d^idfleiid  iMif^e,  the  higher  EngUi^  >Vra«f<Af^»i'^^r  ^Jie,? 
looted  stadi^^^lf^b^^a^t^^ill-^^^  of  the  olasses  fqir  whlM';t^^j^ii{a^^^^ 
be  prepared.^    Moiiei^e^p,'*!;^^  in  all  its  ooi^|;i«ft^]f  fifSfiJy.^i^fMf. 

to  stnd^nt^^pfj^f^  |ki^ef,4Ln|i.3tb0.yo^ng  ladies  oonneotftdiWitb^thcliMiiQttE 


Pr#f.  Fuohs.  ■i;;.7j;i;j;;V/;v' :; -j^;};;.,:;    I  „.,^^;)  ^,^ilh.^.iJT  .i..f,ij^Miii  of;..Mwl 

The  southaprmtpi;yifbsKfldxigi[hsrs  l^een  sot  apart  forai^b^rddtdj^  tfotcsb^^ 

dormitories  i 

special  charge  ( 

Ladies  desiriti^Vdarlll'^k^)^  ife^iVed  ihto  the  family  ort  be  prof < 

Rooms  are  rented  in  the^MilBh)^U(S^lV(H^'iMiting  to  board  themselves ; 

saoh  tenants  are^ ;,^w^jf|:^>;n)|dflr.^etsame  regnint jtHift; aa^in—ibttfs  .'tt&i*htf 

family.  ..v/hmntxiJ  .H  rfum^     "  -n/aihjiT  .vrf..H  Il«>4i.{/. 

niv/  feaiiir,i%k«"rw.y  liespectfully,        -^'''V/'^ '""-^'r;^''!  '^''^''l' 

;[.»•!/    '.f-iwuT  ^iiirjM  :-«r     '^     t    i.      ^  .iio-..  )i:l^    ,11')//-.;$)   .A   i5-(.il 

•  blloV  iainiJ^iiilQ     i    ■  .itoi-Uk  .•i'i«MH>uia  Hla'iivnf 

•jir.J)W  .1.  itminr'I  .iIvioU  .JW  ,ii'>I'/)<l  .0  iul(i(/i 

7/»  «Atf  Normal  DepanfmM  qf  ihtfJThiversity  of  WUc&tuin, /oi'>the^'ffva^^ 
ending  June  27th,  mM'J  -^  \u;K  •      "      .^«j;«"i)  .'i  o.m/. 

/Tia'I  niloiuA  J  .l!<;il  .0  •n/iIA 

Ellen  Byrne,  Madison.          ^    y  fl|,„£,„/  Mary  B.  Read,  ^dj^WI  .nj;.ii<H  •)i!in'>T, 

Abba  Gilbert,  Kenosha.        oi<l   W /Ili.T,  |  ^g^es  J.  Sawye^ijM«elrfiitoiU  •)M.iiJ 

Anna  J.  Pickard,  Dixon,  ni.,^..,<.i'  l,/^^,,^x  \  Maggie  }ai^%m^^^M^^^  .H  v'^ntt 


J.  F.  Armstrong,  Trimbelle. 
Alethe  Church,  Madison. 
Sarah  S.  Church.        " 
Nellie  Chynoweth,     ** 
Mary  L.  Craig,.  ** 

Jennie  E.  Davison,  Sun  Prairie. 
Isabel  Durrie,    Madison. 
Annie  M.  Gorum,       " 
Flora  E.  Griffin.         " 
L.  M.  Huntington,     " 
Delia  M.  Isham,  Delavan. 


,  rj;^lP]Mi£;  CLASS. 

f  .L  fi'.ii:! 
.A  vfimH 


iittittUL 


Maggie  .t^v^Viii 

EmmaMcManus.  Slyene,  /»'^-'"''«;/''^l  •] 
Anna  McArthur,  Waupat^f.'V;"'  '  f  '-^^^f 
Carrie  Nelson,  Ma'4iscSr:"^;'^/'  '1^'^?"^^^ 
Emma  A.  Otto,  Hwvev''^''.-y  >'•[;';  I 
Eliza  A.  Patrick,  furf^riiM'-  ^^^^^''^l^^ 
Emma  R.  Phillips,  '• 
Sarah  M.  Proudfit,  Madison. 
Fanny  C.X^uiner,  " 

Emily  C.  Quiner,  " 

Emeline  E.  Rose,  Fitchburg.       , 
Charity  A  gu^k^^Madisejav^^lC 


ISO- 


MIDDLE  CLASS— concluded. 


Kate  LanyoD)  Mineral  Point. 
Ella   Larkin,    Madison. 
Kittle  Larkin,  " 

Mary  S.  Lyman.         " 
Hattie  M.  Mann,        ** 


Emily  W.  Sharp,  " 

Millie  Stevens,  Stoner*8  Prairie. 

Ella  U.  Turner,  Madison. 

Addie  0.  Wadsworth,  Pecatonica,  111. 

Hattie  E.  Willis,  G^ntou. 


JUNIOR  CLASS. 


Clara  D.  Bewick,  Windsor. 
Jennie  E.  Blancbar,     *' 
Mary  E.  Bowley,  Mt.  Horeb. 
Clara  Burch,  Verona. 
Mary  Burrington,  Windsor. 
Sarah  Camp,  Black  Earth. 
Mary  S.  Carpenter,  Windsor. 

D.  A.  Charleton,  Verona. 

E.  J.  Charleton,         *' 
M.  J.  Charletop,         " 
Marion  B.  Chi^se,  Madison. 
Ellen  M.  Dodge,  Windsor. 
Louisa  0.  Edmonds,  Madison. 
ZennetteM.  Ellis,  Mt.  Horeb. 
Mary  C.  Gilson,  Madison. - 
Mary  Grinnell,  ** 

Lizzie  Hiestand,  Blooming  Orove. 
Olive  L.  Hoyt,  Madison. 
Susie  A.  Eenyon,  Adams. 
Laura  A.  Newton,  Oregon. 
Sarah  J.  Officer,  Springville. 


Adelia  M.  Overton,  Harvey. 
Ella  M.  Paine,  Madison. 
Georgia  "  Nier,  Madison. 
MaryPai...er,  " 

Persis  E.  Porter,  Windsor. 
Eliza  A.  Porter,  " 

Nellie  Rider,  Ashton. 
Christina  RoUo,  OregQn. 
Ella  P.  Rork,  Pecatomca,  111. 
Ella  C.  Sabin,  Windsor. 
Mary  J.  Smith,  Burke  Center, 
Lizzie  S.  Spencer,  Evansville. 
Oscelia  S.  Trevett,  Mt.  Horeb. 
Kate  A.  True,  Fitchburg. 
Clara  L.  Tullis,  Madison. 
Helen  Vankleek,  Bristol. 
Charlotte  E.  Waldo.  Columbus. 
Valla  E.  Waldron,  Fitchburg. 
Lydia  £.  White,  Columbus. 
Helen  S.  Wilder,  Bristol. 
Mellie  Williams,  Madison. 


PREPARATORY  CLASS. 


Emma  F.  Allison,  Campbell,  HI. 
Abigail  Barry,  Fitchburg. 
Jessie  Cameron,  Verona. 
Rosa  A.  Caswell,  Madison. 
Edith  W.  Conover,  Madison. 
Sarah  Corbin,  Lone  Rock. 
Mary  A.  Dempsey,  Madison. 
Virginia  Dinsmore,  Ashton. 
Alpha  C.  Dryden,  Mt.  Horeb. 
Ella  S.  Field,  Sheboygan  Falls. 
Emma  E.  Frost,  Madison. 
Jennie  Fuchs,  *^ 

Nettie  F.  Gornm,  " 
Libbie  M.  Griffin,  '' 
Mary  C.  Hall,  " 

Jennie  Hanan,  Rutland. 
Libbie  Higham,  Madison. 
Mary  R.  Huflftnan,  Yankee  Town, 
S.   Hutchinson,  Madison, 
F.  Hutchinson,  " 

Mary  E.  Jewett,  *> 
Amanda  J.  Kellogg,  *^  / 

Lydia  A.  Kellogg, 
Ophelia  A.  Kingsl 


sley,  *' 


0.  L.  Kisselburg,  Madison. 
Sarah  E.  Lament,  Verona. 
Emma  Lansing,  Windsor. 
Jennie  Laurie,  Madison. 
Tryphenia  J.  Lewis,  Ixonia  Centre. 
Emma  V.  Martin,  .Madison. 
Helen  McManus,  Syene. 
Christiana  Mclldowle,  Verona. 
Emma  J.  McLaughlin,  Oregon. 
Parmelia  Mills,  Madison. 
Louisa  Mollin,  Roxbury, 
Mary  A.  Morris,  McFarland. 
Mary  L.  Morrison,  Middleton. 
Alice  J.  Newton,  Oregon. 
Aurelia  Perry,  Madison. 
Amanda  A.  Pierce,  Ashton. 
Julia  M.  Proudfit,  Madison. 
Bertha  Read,  " 

M.  O.  Severson,  Cambridge. 
Jane  Synon,  Fitchburg. 
Ellen  A.  Vance,  Sun  Prairie. 
Mary  Webb,  Belleville. 
Emily  A.  Wyman,  Madison. 
Adaline  Zink,  Verona. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  ike  Regents  of  Normal  Schooh,  for  the  year  ending  August  81, 

1866. 
Hon.  John  0.  MoMtnn, 

Superintendent  of  Fublio  Inatraotibn  : 

Sib  : — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  r^port,  as  required  by 
section  10,  of  chapter  216  of  the  general  laws  of  1666,  which  provides 
that  the  president  of  the  board  of  regents  of  normal  schools  shall  "  make 
to  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction  an  annual  report  bearing  date 
the  31st  day  of  August,  which  shall  contain  a  full  and  detailed  account  of 
the  doings  of  said  board,  and  of  all  their  expenditures,  and  of  all  moneys 
received,  and  the  prospect,  progress  and  condition  of  said  normal  schools." 

The  present  report  will  cover  the  time  from  October  1,  1865,  the  date  of 
the  last  report,  to  the  31st  of  August,  1866. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  held  at  Madison,  February  1,  1866,  proposals 
for  locating  state  normal  schools  were  received  and  considered.  Committees 
from  Prairie  du  Chien,  Whitewater,  Sheboygan,  Milwaukee,  Racine  and 
Geneva,  addressed  the  board  in  behalf  of  their  respective  localities.  A 
oommittee  of  the  board  was  appointed,  with  iastructions  to  report  in  gen- 
eral terms  as  to  the  character  and  expense  of  buildings  suitable  for  state 
normal  schools.  This  committee  reported,  that  in  their  opinion,  a  normal 
sobocl  building  should  afford  accommodations  for  at  least  160  students  in 
the  normal  department,  and  that  the  model  school  department  should  pro- 
Tide  for  at  least  lOO  pufHs.  That  provision  should  be  made  for  lecture, 
librarv  and  society  rooms,  an  office  for  the  principal,  a  room  for  apparatus, 
an^  Closets  and  wardrobes  sufficient  to  accommodate  the  teachers  and  stu- 
dents in  the  various  departments.  The  committee,  after  consulting  with 
an  architect,  estimated  the  cost  of  a  suitable  building  at  from  {35,000  to 
940.000,  and  that  the  current  expenses  of  supporting  a  normal  school 
would  not  be  less  than  $8,0P0  per  annum.  The  report  of  the  comsiittee 
was  adopted  by  the  board. 

At  this  meeting,  a  report  of  the  committee  previously  appointed  to  visit 
places  from  which  proposals  had  been  received,  was  presented.  The  report 
contained  a  tabulated  statement,  showing  the  comparative  merits ^  of  the 
places  visited,  as  regards  accessibility,  healthfulness,  facilities  for  obtain- 
ing board,  cheapness  of  board,  cheapness  of  fuel,  cheapness  of  Tnaterials 
for  building,  cheapness  of  labor,  and  literary  and  scientific  advantages. 
The  places  embraced  in  the  import  were  Baraboo,  Geneva,  Milwaukee, 
Platteville,  Racine,  Sheboygan  and  Whitewater. 

The  board  took  no  definite  action  at  this  meeting  in  regard  to  locating 
noTmal  schools,  but  appointed  a  oommittee,  who  were  instructed  "  to  visit 
Bormal  schools  in  neighboring  states,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  their  cost  and  management,  for  the  use  of_theJiourdy" 
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and  then  adjourned  to  February  28tli,  at  whiob  time  the  conunittee  pre- 
sented an  extended  report.  The  conclusions  at  which  the  committee  ar- 
rived, as  given  in  their  report  were  : 

FirMt,  That  the  policy  of  founding  normal  schools  in  different  parts  of 
the  state  is  wisd  and  practicahle. 

Second.  That  it  would  not  he  safe  for  the  board  to  estimate  the  cur- 
rent annual  expenses  of  a  state  normal  school  at  less  than  9^0,000,  in- 
cluding an  annual  allowance  fos  repairs,  apparatus,  library  and  other  minor 
incidental  expenses. 

Third.  That  in  locating  these  schools,  the  fact  that  the  greater  num- 
ber of  those  in  attendance  will  come  from  the  vicinity  of  the  schools, 
should  not  be  overlooked,  and  that  therefore  they  should  be  so  distributed 
as  to  afford  facilities  for  attendance  from  all  parts  of  the  state. 

The  report  was  adbpted^  and  proposals  were  received  from  Neenah  and 
Menasha,  and  Fond  du  Lac,  and  the  board,  by  ballot,  selected  Whitewater 
in  the  first  congressional  district  and  Platteville  in  the  third  congressional 
district,  as  suitable  places  for  normal  schools. 

A  building  committee  was  appointed,  with  instructions  to  confer  with  an 
architect,  and  procureplans  and  specifications  for  a  normal  school  build- 
ing to  be  erected  at  Whitewater,  at  an  estimated  cost  not  exceeding  $35,- 
000.  The  governor  and  superintendent  of  public  instruction  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  attend  to  the  transfer  pf  the  property  proposea  to  be 
donated  by  the  citizens  of  Whitewater  and  Platteville.  The  proposals 
from  these  places  were  as  follows  : 

Whitewater  offered  a  site  containing  ten  acres  of  land,  and  a  donation 
of  92^1 000.  Platteville  offered  the  grounds  and  buildings  of  Platteville 
Academy,  $1100  to  repair  the  same,  and  a  donation  of  $5,000  in  cash. 

A  committee  was  appointed  at  this  meeting,  to  secure  an  act  of  incorpo- 
ration, who  presented  a  bill,  which  became  a  law  by  legislative  action,  a 
copy  of  which  will  be  found  in  connection  with  thisreport.  On  the  2d  of 
May  the  board  met  at  Milwaukee,  and  the  town  orWhitewater  having  com-  . 
plied  with  all  requirements  of  the  board  in  regard  to  transfer  of  site,  eto., 
a  school  was  located  there,  and  the  building  committee  was  instructed  to 
proceed  to  the  erection  of  a  normal  school  building.  The  village  of  Platte- 
ville having  transferred  to  the  state  the  title  to  the  grounds  and  building 
of  PlattevUle  Academy,  a  school  was  also  located  there. 

Oommittees  from  the  5th  congressional  district,  representing  Berlin* 
Omro,  Oshkosh,  and  Doty's  Island,  addressed  the  board  in  re^d  to  propo- 
sals received  from  their  respective  localities,  and,  after  ballotm);,  Oshkosh 
was  conditionally  selected  as  the  most  suitable  place  for  a  state  normal 
school  in  the  5th  congressional  district. 

The  board  located  schools  at  Stoughton,  in  the  2d  congressional  district 
and  Sheboygan  in  the  4th  congressional  district,  on  condition  ''  that  no  ex- 
pense shall  be  incurred  by  the  state  on  account  of  such  schools,  nor  shall 
such  schools  be  put  into  operation  at  the  fcpense  of  the  state,  until  in  the 
judgment  of  the  board,  in  view  of  the  educational  wants  of  the  state,  the 
proper  time  has  arrived." 

The  building  committee  have  advertised  for  proposals  to  build  a  normal 
school  house  at  Whitewater,  and  the  board  will  meet  to  consider  the  same 
on  tiie  5th  day  of  September  next.     It  is   their  intention  to  opeo   the 
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kIiooI  at  Platteyille  immediately,  Prof.  Ghas..  H.  Allen  having  been  engag- 
ed as  principal,  and  they  hope  to  be  able  to  open  the  school  at  Whitewater 
dnriDg  the  next  year. 

A  statement  of  the  ezpenditnres  of  the  board,  since  the  date  of  the 
last  report  is  published  nerewith.  The  condition  of  the  normal  school 
fand  and  its  income  will  be  (pnnd  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
which  ifl  not  published  until  the  1st  of  October. 

No  state  normal  school  being  in  operation  at  the  date  of  this  report, 
nothbg,  of  course,  can  be  presented  under  the  head  of  "  progress  and 
condition  "  With  reference  to  '*the  prospect,"  it  may  briefly  be  said,  that 
a  wise  and  judicious  use  of  the  mumfioent  fund  placed  in  the  control  of  the 
board,  for  normal  schools,  will  secure  the  establishment  of  a  system  which 
eaimot  bat  meet  the  highest  wants  of  the  state,  in  this  leading  department 
of  its  educational  interests.  Not  to  fail  in  the  wise  and  jnmcious  action 
demaDded  at  its  hands,  will  be  the  especial  care  of  the  board  ;  and  in  the 
oontinned  exercise  of  its  bea^  judgment,  the  hope  is  entertained  that  emi- 
nently satisfactory  results  will  in  proper  time  be  developed,  and  4he  trust 
committed  to  its  charge  be  found  to  have  been  faithfully  and  successfully 
manned. 

Allwhiok  is  respectfully  submitted. 

a  a  SHOLES,  Preset. 
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STATEMENT  OF  EXPENDITURES 

Of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  Normal  Schooh/rom  October  1,  1866  to 

August  81,  1866. 


Date. 


No.  of 
Warrant 


1866. 

February  1 . 

288 

do 

289, 

do 

240 

241 

February  1 . 

do 

do 

March  1.. 

Ho 

do 

do 

do 

do 
April  12. . 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Man^h  2 . . 
May   8 

do 

do 

do 
May  18. . . 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


248 
244 
245 
246 
246 
247 
248 
249 
260 
262 
268 
264 
265 
266 
.267 
268 
260 
261 
262 
264 
265 
266 
267 
268 
269 
270 
271 
272 


To  whom  Paid. 


Godfrey  &  Crandell. 
Hanmer  RobbinB,.. 

William  Starr, 

S.  A,  White, 

J.  E.  Thomas, 

Silas  Chapmam, .... 
Henry  Eleinpell,. . . 

William  Starr, 

S.  A.  White, 

J.  E.  Thomas, 

S.  Chapman, 

Henry  Kleinpell,. .. 

C.  C.   Sholes, 

J.  E.  Thomas, 

S    Chapman, 

Wm.  Starr, 

S.  A.  White, 

H.  Robbins, 

H.  Robbins, 

Wm.  E.    Smith, 

William  Starr, 

0.  C.  Sholes, 

S.  Chapman, 

C.  C.  Sholes, 

J.  E.  Thomas, 

C.  C.  Sholes, 

H.  Robbins, 

S.  A.  White, 

William  Starr, 

J.  T.  Clark, 

Wm.  E.  Smith, . , . . 
G.  P.  Randall, 


For  What  Paid. 


Amount. 


Printing,. 
Mileage,., 
•..do.,.. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


•.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Mileage  and  com.  expen 

Mileage, 

...do 

...do ^ 

...do 


.do. 


.do. 


Committee  expenses,. 
. . .  .do do. . . . 


.do. 


.do. 


Services  us  Secretary, . . . 
Expenses  for  architect  &c. 

Expenses, 

....do     

...  .do  two  meetings, . . 
...  .do  two  meetings, . . 
...  .do  two  meetings, . . 
...  .do    three  meetings, . 

do     two  meetings, . . 

Plans  and  specifications, . 


I  6  00 
20  00 
24  00 
10  00 
87  00 
20  00 

7  00 
24  00 
10  00 
87  00 
20  00 

7  00 
29  10 

87  00 
20  00 
24  00 

10  00 
20  00 
20  00 
48  75 

116  19 
82  00 
50  00 

600  00 

11  70 
19  00 
58  00 
17  00 
80  97 

88  25 
9  00 

400  00 
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CHAPTER  116— Ghnbbal  Laws  1866. 

^  ACT  to  incorporate  the   "board  of  regents  of  nonnal  schools,''  and  to  define 

the  duties  thereof 

The  people  of  the  tUUe  of  Wiscorum^  repre^enied  in  Senate  and  At^smily^  do  enact  oa 

Skctioh  1.  The  "board  of  regents  of  normal  schools,"  created  by  chapter  22  of 
the  reriaed  statutes,  and  the  several  acts  amendatory  thereof,  and  their  successors 
iu  office,  are  hereby  constituted  a  body  corporate,  with  the  name  and  style  of  the 
board  of  regents  of  normal  schools  of  the  state  of  Wisconsin;  and  under  that  name 
and  style  shall  have  perpetual  succession,  with  the  right  to  purchase,  have,  hold, 
control,  possess  and  enjoy  to  them  and  their  successors,  in  office,  in  trust  for  the 
state  of  Wisconsin,  for  educational  purposes  solely,  auy  lands,  tenetaents,  heredit- 
aments, goods,  chattels  and  effects,  of  whatsoever  nature  or  description  the  same 
maybe,  which  may  be  necessary  and  required  for  the  legitimate  purposes,  objects 
and  uses  of  the  state  normal  schools  authorized  by  this  act,  and  none  other,  with 
full  power  to  sell  or  dispose  of  such  personal  property,  or  any  part  thereof,  when  in 
their  judgment  it  shall  be  for  the  interest  of  the  state:  to  moke  all  such  contracts 
and  agreements  as  shall  be  be  necesshry  to  carry  into  effect  the  purposes  of  this  act; 
to  aae  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  in  all  courts  of  this  state;  to  have  and 
nae  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  to  change,  alter  or  retiew  at  pleasure,  to  make  such 
by  laws  and  regulations  as  they  may  deem  proper  for  the  well-ordering  and  govern- 
ment of  said  corporation,  and  the  transaction  of  its  business :  provided^  that  said 
board  of  regents  shall  not  have  power  Vo  sell,  mortgage  or  dispose  of  in  any  way,  the 
real  estate  so  held  by  them  as  aforesaid,  without  the  express  authority  of  the  legis- 
laiare  of  this  state,  nor  have  power  to  borrow  money;  nor  shall  any  indebtedness 
contracted  or  liabilities  incurred  by  said  board  of  regents,  ever  at  any  one  time  ex^ 
ceed  in  the  aggregate  the  amount  of  money  whioh  nnder  the  provisions  of  law  shall 
then  be  at  their  disposal,  in  the  hands  of  the  state  treasurer;  nor  shall  the  said  board 
of  regents  ever  reduce  the  amount  at  their  disposal,  in  the  hands  of  the  state  treas- 
urer, below  the  aggregate  amount  of  their  indebtedness  or  liability,  except  in  pay- 
ment of  such  indebtedness  or  liability;  and  provided,'^  further^  that  the  proceeds  de- 
rired  from  the  sale  of  any  real  or  personal  estate  by  said  board  of  regents,  shall  bo 
paid  by  them  into  the  treasury,  and  shall  become  a  portion  of  the  income  of  the 
normal  school  fund.  , 

SicTioN  2.  Said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  chapter  twenty- 
two  of  the  revised  statutes,  of  1858,  and  the  "acts  amendatory  thereof,  and  to  the 
prorisions  of  chapter  587  of  the  general  laws  of  1865,  so  far  as  the  same  can  apply 
and  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

SKcnoH  8.  The  said  "board  of  regents  of  normal  schools"  shall  have  power  and 
authority  to  demand  and  receive  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  donated  and  subscribed 
by  any  person,  or  any  town,  incorporated  village,  city  or  county  of  this  state,  to  aid 
in  the  erection  of  the  necessary  buildings  for  normal  schools  in  such  manner  as  said 
board  may  prescribe,  and  apply  the  same  to  the  erection  and  completion  of  the  re- 
qnired  buildings,  the  purchase  of  the  necessary  books,  apparatus,  furniture  and  fix- 
tares,  and  for  various  other  incidental  expenses  to  be  incurred  by  said  board,  in 
parauance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  if  any  surplus  shall  remain,  to  apply  the 
same  to  the  expenses  of  conducting  said  normal  schools ;  and  any  deficit  whicbmny 
arise  in  the  erection  and  completion  of  said  buildings  and  purchases  aforesaid,  shall 
be  paid  out  of  the  income  of  the  normal  school  fund,  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  the  completion  of  the  buildings  of  any  one  normal  school,  and 
for  the  furniture  and  fixtures  pertaining  to  the  same.  Such  sum  shall  be  paid  by 
the  state  treasurer,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  warrant  of  the  secretary  of  state,  to  be 
drawn  in  pursuance  of  the  certificate  of  the  secretary  of  the  board,  and  counter-* 
signed  by  the  president,  and  such  other  evidence  as  the  secretary  of  state  shall  re^ 
quire;  and  no  such  certificate  shall  be  issued  until  the  sum  or  sums  donated  and  sub- 
scribed by  any  person  or  town,  incorporated  village,  city  or  county,  to  aid  in  the 
erection  of  a  normal  school  building,  shall  have  been  paid  in  full  into  the  state 
treooury,  nor  until  work  shall  be  done  or  Berricea  rendered,  or  buildings  erected,  or 
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fixtures  or  furniture  purchased,  for  a  normal  school,  under  the  direction  of  the  board 
of  regents  of  normal  schools,  entitling  the  applicant  to  such  certificate,  according  to 
a  contract  or  agreement  with  said  board  for  that  purpose.  No  member  of  the  board 
of  normal  regents  shall  receive  any  pay  for  traveling  to  or  attendance  at  any  meet- 
ing of  the  board,  nor  for  any  service  rendered ;  but  all  moneys  actually  and  necessa- 
rily expended  by  any  member  in  traveling,  attending  meetings,  or  performing  any 
other  duty  or  service  directed  to  be  performed,  shall  be  refunded  to  him,  on  duly 
authenticated  accounts  presented  to  and  audited  by  tbe  board,  and  the  amount  thus 
audited  shall  be  drawn  from  the  state  treasury  only  on  the  warrant  of  the  secretary 
of  state,  in  pursuance  of  the  certificate  of  the  board,  gigncd  by  the  president  and 
secretary  thereof. 

Section  4.  The  state  normal  schools  shall  be  established  and  continued  at  such 
places  as  the  board  of  regents  of  normal  schools  may  designate,  upon  sites  selected 
by  said  board;  the  exclusive  purpose  of  each  shall  be  instruction  and  training  of 
persons,  both  male  and  female,  in  the  theory  and  art  of  teaching,  and  in  all  the  va* 
rious  branches  that  pertain  to  a  good  common  school  education;  also,  to  give  in. 
Btruction  in  agriculture,  chemistry,  in  the  arts  of  husbandry,  the  mechanic  arts,  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  this  state,  and  in  what  regards  the 
rights  and  duties  of  citizens. 

Section  5.  The  said  normal  schools  shall  be  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the 
*^  board  of  regents  of  normal  schools,*'  and  shall  be  governed  and  supported  as  here- 
in provided.  Said  board  shall  proceed  to  erect  suitable  buildings  upon  the  sites  se- 
lected by  them,  as  soon  as  the  title  thereto  is  vested  in  them  in  fee,  in  trust  as 
aforesaid,  and  the  sums  of  money  or  United  States  bonds,  or  Wisconsin  state  bonds, 
as  security  donated  and  subscribed  ipr  the  erection  of  the  buildings,  are  paid  into 
the  state  treasury,  subject  to  be  drawn  only  on  the  warrant  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
as  provided  in  section  three  of  this  act ;  and  they  may  procure  suitable  plans  and 
specifications  for  buildings,  and  they  may  employ  persons  to  superintend  the  erection 
of  said  buildings. 

Section  6.  Haid  *'  board  of  regents  of  normal  schools  '*  shall  have  power  to  ap^ 
point  a  principal  and  assistant,  and  such  other  teachers  and  officers  as  may  be  re^ 
quired  for  each  of  said  state  normal  schools,  and  to  fix  the  salary  of  each  person  so 
employed,  and  to  prescribe  their  several  duties.  They  shall  also  have  power  to  re- 
move either  the  principal,  assistant  or  teachers,  or  any  person  employed  by  them, 
and  to  appoint  others  in  their  stead.  They  shall  prescribe  the  various  books  to  be  used  in 
the  said  state  normal  schools;  and  shall  make  all  the  rules,  regulations  and  by-laws, 
necessary  for  the  good  government  and  management  of  the  same  ;  and  no  member 
of  the  said  ''board  of  regents  of  normal  schools*'  shall,  during  his  continuance  in 
office  as  a  member  of  said  board,  act  as  the  agent  of  any  publisher  or  publishers  of 
school  books,  or  school  library  books^  or  be  or  become  interested  in  the  publication 
or  sale  of  any  such  books,  as  agent  or  otherwise,  on  pain  of  expulsion  hy^,f^  W^9lTf<^ 
vote  of  the  board.  .,,,1"      r.   /ori  ..i^ 

Section  7.  Said  board  shall  also  establish  a  model  .schoblioijisohoolB(f#r/praQtine, 
in  connection  with  each  state  normal  school,  andfabaUknakeall/theufgnlatMi^si^iiAoeik- 
sary  to  govern  and  support  the  same^  andc^^«ifrlma)y(juft^ti»etnid)SOi%tioQiadjaAtM|jupib 
free  of  charge  of  tuition.      .ij.>',)v>   'iiii  «>)  'unnn  '.nU  /I«i<{i;  hmi  ,oili'r)'/j-ii(  hum  i't/:-.d 

Section  8.     As  aoott^&a'Wiy'^ty  ii'6rtiilP'*bHd6l  'l*  t^kVWl  iih^i^W^  ftipilgl  •  t?liB 
8uperintend«itr.^f4$tfbK^fc*^ue«i<J^^«il«'^gti^'^W(fe'^«^Hh^^^^^ 
tbev)k««td'^f  ^(^^mdli^fdPf^ft  <Uf^^<i¥^fi'4'm'^6,^iii^d'im'm^  bb/aVd  ^f 'i^MHs 


I  *0ngT*fl5L    - 
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or  secure  to  be  paid  each  fees  for  taition  as  to  said  board  may  seem  proper  and  rea* 
*Bonable. 

SscTiOK  10.  After  any  state  nonnal  school  shall  have  commenced  its  first  term, 
and  at  least  once  in  each  year  thereafter,  it  shall  be  visited  by  three  suitable  per^ 
sons,  not  members  of  the  board,  but  to  be  appointed  by  the  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic instruction,  who  shall  examine  thoroughly  into  the  condition,  organization  and 
management  of  the  school,  and  shall  report  to  the  superintendent  of  public  instruc- 
tion their  views  in  regard  to  its  success  and  usefiilness,  and  any  other  matters  they 
may  judge  expedient.  Such  visitors  shall  be  appointed  annually,  and  their  report 
shall  bear  date  of  the  Slst  day  of  August,  and  cover  the  year  preceding  such  date. 
The  president  of  the  board  of  regents  of  normal  schools  shall  also  make  to  the  su- 
perintendent of  public  instruction  an  annual  report,  bearing  date  of  the  Slst  day  of 
August,  which  shall  contain  a  full  and  detailed  account  of  the  doings  of  the  said 
board,  and  of  all  their  expenditures,  and  of  all  moneys  received,  and  the  prospects, 
progress  and  condition  of  said  state  normal  schools ;  and  such  report,  together  with 
the  reports  of  the  different  boards  of  visitors,  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  legisla- 
ture by  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  as  a  part  of  his  annual  report,  and 
in  addition  to  what  is  now  required  by  law. 

SxcTioN  11.  The  state  treasurer  shall,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  the  treasurer  of 
the  board  of  regents  of  normal  schools,  but  the  said  board  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
point suitable  persons  to  receive  and  pay  to  the  state  treasurer  any  tuition  fees  or 
other  moneys  that  may  be  due  from  any  student  or  other  person. 

SscTioN  12.  Lectures  on  chemistry,  anatomy,  physinlogy,  astronomy,  the  mechanio 
arts,  agriculture,  and  on  any  other  science  or  branch  of  literature  that  the  said  board 
maj  direct,  may  be  delivered  to  those  attending  said  school^  in  such  manner  and  on 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  said  board  may  prsscribe. , 

Section  13.  The  said  board  shall  have  power  to  grant  diplomas  in  testimony  of 
scholarship  and  ability  to  teach,  but  no  such  diploma  shall  be  granted  to  any  person 
vho  has  not  passed  a  thorough  and  satisfactory  examination  in  the  course  of  study 
prescribed  by  the  board  of  regents  of  normal  schools.  /])ertificate8  of  attendance 
upon  the  normal  school  may  be  given  on  conditions  to  be  fixed  by  the  said  board. 
After  any  person  has  graduated  at  any  state  normal  school,  and  has  taught  a  public 
school  in  this  state  one  year,  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction  shall  have  au- 
thority to  countersign  the  diploma  of  such  teacher,  after  such  examination  as  to  mo- 
ral character,  learning  and  ability  to  teach,  as  to  the  said  superintendent  may  seem 
proper  and  reasonable.  * 

.J  SicTioN  14.  Any  person  holding  a  diploma  granted  by  the  said  board  of  regents 
of  normal  schools,  certifying  that  the  person  holding  the  same  is  a  graduate  of  a 
T^ate  normal  school,  and  that  he  is  qualified  to  teach  a  common  school,  shtnl,  after 
4)}^  same  has  been  countersigned  by  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  as 
^gil99(vided  in  section  thirteen  of  this  act,  be  deemed  qualified,  and  such  diploma  shall 
f^ A  certificate  of  qualification  to  teach  in  any  common  school  of  this  state,  and  as 
i})pj{,  shall  have  the  full  force  and  effect  of  a  first  grade  certificate,  until  annulled  by 
^H^P^i'i&tendent  of  public  instruction. 

j:!^<^ion  15.  Chapter  twenty-two  of  the  revised  statutes  of  1868,  and  the  acts 
amendatory  thereof,  and  chapter  53?  of  the  general  laws  of  1865,  shall  be  so  oon- 
HMn^  and  uoderstood  as  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  all  acts  and 
My^9«pf  acts  conflicting  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 
j-Si^oH  Id.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage 
jliftAoiiaWication. 
^F.  itoeiH^ed  April  12,  1866. 

0,14  lo  i^xlmoi  ....iiJ.io  '.u\  WmU  no.i.q  oZ     .+ 
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PLATTEVILLE  NOEMAL  SCHOOL. 

Plattevillb,  Wis.,  Dec.  22,  1866. 
Bon.  J.  O.  MoMtmN) 

Secretary  Board  of  R,  iV.  S. 

Dbab  Sir*  : — I  have  the  honot  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  the  report  of 
the  first  term  of  the  State  Normal  School,  at  Platteville  : 

1.  Platteville  is  siuated  in  the  beautiful  vallej  between  the  Platte  and 
Sinsiniway  Mounds,  near  the  junction  of  the  Big  and  Little  Platte  rivers. 
There  being  no  marshes  or  **  low  lands  "  in  the  Vicinity,  it  has  a  climate 
unparalleled  for  its  salubrity.  It  is  in  the  center  of  a  rich  and  extensive 
mineral  region,  affording  opportunities  for  the  study  of  practical  geology 
and  mineralogy,  seldom  fo^nd. 

Platteville  is  reached  from  the  north  and  east  by  a  daily  line  of  stages 
from  Boscobel,  on  the  Milwaukee  and  Prairie  du  Chien  railroad,  via  Lan- 
caster, and  by  a  tri-weekly  line,  leaving  Arena  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays,  and  passing  through  DodgeviHa  and  Mineral  Point.  From  the 
south  it  has  two  lines  of  daily  stages,  one  from  Galena  and  one  from  Du- 
buque. 

2.  .By  the  regulations  of  the  board  of  normal  school  regents  the  fol- 
lowing terms  of  admission  have  been  fixed  upon  : 

1.  Each  assembly  district  in  the  state  shall  be  entitled  to  six  represenlatives  in 
the  normal  schools,  and  in  case  vacancies  Aist  in  the  representation  to  which  any 
assembly  district  is  entitled,  such  vacancies  may  be  filled  by  the  president  and  sec- 
retary of  the  board  of  regents. 

2.  (landidates  for  admission  shall  be  nominated  by  the  county  superintendent  of 
the  county,  (or  if  the  county  superintendent  has  not  jurisdiction,  then  the  nomina- 
tion shall  be  made  by  the  city  superintendent  of  the  city),  in  which  such  candidates 
may  reside,  and  they  shall  be  at  least  sixteen  years  of  age,  of  sound  bodily  health 
and  good  moral  character.  Each  person,  so  nominated,  shall  receive  a  certificate 
Betting  forth  his  name,  age,  health  and  character,  and  a  duplicate  of  such  certifi- 
cate shall  be  immediately  sent  by  mail,  by  the  superintendent,  to  the  secretary  of  the 
board. 

3.  Upon  the  presentation  of  such  certificate  to  the  principal  of  a  state  normal 
school,  the  candidate  shall  be  examined  under  the  direction  of  the  principal  of  said 
school,  in  the  branches  required  by  law  for  a  third  grade  certificate,  except  history, 
iBind  theory  and  practice  of  teaching,  and  if  found  qualified  to  enter  the  normal 
school  in  respect  to  learning,  he  may  be  admitted,  after  furnishing  such  evidence  as 
the  said  principal  may  require,  of  good  health  and  good  moral  character,  and  after 
subscribing  the  folio i^i^  declaration  : 

*'  I, k ,  do  hereby  declare  that  my  purpose  in 

entering  the  state  normal  school  is  to  fit  myself  for  the. profession  of  teachi;ig,  and 
that  it  is  my  intention  to  engage  in  teaching  in  the  schools  of  this  state.'' 

4.  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  a  diploma,  who  has  not  been  a  member  of  the 
school,  in  which  such  diploma  is  granted,  at  least  one  year,  nor  who  is  less  than 
nineteen  years  of  age  ;  and  a  certificate  of  attendance  may  be  granted  by  the  prin- 
cipal of  a  normal  school  to  any  person  who  shall  have  been  a  member  of  such  school 
for  one  term,  provided,  that  in  hii#judgment  such  certificate  is  deserved^ 
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Upon  presenting  the  nomination  at  the  school  the  candidate  iB  examined 
and  if  foand  qualified,  admitted.  If  his  present  qualifications  are  not 
found  sufficient  and  if  the  &oulty  of  the  school  belieye  that  one  term^s  in- 
struction will  fit  him  to  enter,  he  is  placed  in  the  preparatory  depart* 
ment. 

8.  The  full  course  of  study  and  training  has  not  yet  been  determined 
upon.  It  will  be  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  state,  and  designed  to  make 
good  teachers  by  developing  those  faculties  necessary  to  produce  good;iMn 
and  foomefi^  as  well  as  by  special  training  and  culture. 

4.  A  model  or  experimental  school  is  organised  in  connection  with  the 
normal  school,  under  the  charge  of  teachers  of  ability  and  experience.  In 
this,  all  students  of  the  normal  school  will  be  required,  before  graduation, 
to  teach  and  train,  putting  into  practice  and  thoroughly  testing  the  theo« 
ries  learned,  and  suDJecting  themselres  to  the  criticisms  of  teachers  and 
fellow  pupils. 

A  limited  number  of  ''academic  students*'  (those  not  designing  to 
teach)  are  now  admitted,  reciting  either  in  the  normal  or  model  classes,  as 
belt  may  suit  their  advancement  in  study. 

5.  During  the  first  term,  there  were  in  attendance  upon  the  model 
sehool  38  pupils  ;  and  in  the  mode]  and  normal  schools  19,  who  are  more 
properly  classified  as  *' academic  '' 

6.  The  faculty  is  at  present  constituted  as  follows  : 

Chablks  H.  Allen,  Principal. 

Ja€09  Werxli,  Assistant  Principal. 

GsoBGE  M.  Guernsey,  Professor  of  Mathematics. 

Fajuit  S.  JosLiTN,  Teacher  of  Geography,  History  and  Physiology. 

Esther  M.  Spbague,  Principal  of  Model  Department. 

7.  Annexed  is  a  catalogue  of 'students  and  preparatory  students  for 
the  first  term. 

8.  Pupils  in  the  model  school  are  charged  a  tuition  of  from  (8  to  ^5 
per  term,  and  those  in  the  academic  department  (6  per  term. 

9.  The  estimated  expenses  of  a  year's  attendance  at  the  normal  school 
are  as  follows : 

Board--40  weeks, |100  to  |130 

Book  rent, 8  to        6 

Stationery, 8  to        5 

Total, • 1106  to  1140 

10.  When  the  Platteville  academy  passed  to  the  state  for  the  purpose 
of  a  state  normal  school,  the  "Eastman  library,"  the  **  Philosetean  li- 
brary," with  the  apparatus  and  cabinet,  became  the  property  of  the  school. 
A  thiiYing  literary  society  is  now  in  operation,  and  through  its  influence 
a  course  of  lectures  is  beiuff  deliyered  before  the  school  and  citizens. 

All  of  which  is  respectfmly  submitted, 

CHABLES  H.  ALLEN, 

PrincipaL 
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STTJDEKT8  IN  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  AT  PLATTEVILLE. 


Students. 


Laura  E.  Avery, 

Mary  £.  Bass, 

Sarah  M.  Bastin, 

Nellie  M.  Barker, 

Emma  Benedict, 

Bridget  L.  Brennan, 

Mary  J.  Cams, 

Hannab  M.  Cordingley, .... 

Margaret  Grouse,* 

Delphine  Delaney, 

Sarah  £.  Downs, 

Emma  S.  Dyer, 

Grace  M.Eddy, 

Drucilla  Eddy,  

Maggie  Graney, 

Maggie  Green,* 

Florence  Grigsby, 

Pbebe  Grigsby 

Isabella  Haggart, 

Annette  Haseltine, 

Yilantha  M.  Hirst, 

Ellen  Hill, 

Ann  E.  Jackson,* 

Mary  A.  Jones, 

Emelia  M.  Jones, 

Etta  Kirkpatrick, 

Ella  Marshall, 

Emma  McEinney, 

Ellen  M.  Nixon,* 

Mary  C.  Paddock, 

J.  M.  Overton, 

Martha  Paddock, 

Emma  Penn,* 

Clara  Rand, 

Rosa  Rhinefrank, 

Fannie  M.  Robbins, 

Agnes  Rundeil) 

Lydia  Ruggles, 

Semiramis  Stewart,* 

Jennie  Sulzer, 

Louisa  £.  Thomas,* 

Anna  Troutman, 

Elizabeth  M.  Treganowan,. 


J.  Walter  Basye,* 

Jacob  Block,* 

J.  Theodore  Clifton,.. . 

James  A.  Collins, 

Henry  Ellsworth, 

Charles  E.  Estabrook,. 
Thomas  F.  Goodsell,. . . 

Melvin  Grigsby, 

Alexander  Haggart,. . . 
David  B.  Jones, 


Post  Office. 


Platteville, 

Platte  ville, 

Barton, 

Platteville, 

Belmont, 

Highland, 

Smelzer  Grove, . 

Dodgevillc, 

Smelzer  Grove,. 

Barton, 

Dodgeville, 

Platteville, 

Platteville, 

Platteville, 

Lancaster, 

Montford, 

Potosi, 

Potosi, 

Lancaster, 

Mazomanie, . . . . 

Lima, 

Elk  Grove, 

Boice  Prairie,. . 

Lima, 

Dodgeville, 

Platteville, 

Platteville, 

Lancaster, 

Platteville,. 

Centre, 

Platteville, 

Centre,    

Platteville, 

Platteville, 

Milwaukee, 

Platteville, 

Platteville, 

Ridge  way, 

Harrison, 

Milwaukee, 

Mineral  Point,. . 

Roxbury, 

Platteville, 


Bowling  Green,  Mo.,.. 

Platteville, i 

Washburne, i 

Lodi, 1 

Mifflin, 1 

Platteville, l 

Highland, North 

Potosi, 2 

Lancaster, 2 

Mifflin, 2 
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Dist. 


North 
2 
2 

8 

1 


County. 


Grant. 

Grant. 

Washington 

Grant. 

La  Fayette. 

Iowa. 

Grant. 

Iowa. 

Grant. 

Washington 

Iowa, 

Grant. 

Grant. 

Grant. 

Grant. 

[Grant. 

'Grant. 

Grant. 

Grant. 

Dane. 

Grant. 

La  Fayette. 

Grant. 

Graht. 

Iowa. 

Grant. 

Grant. 

Grant. 

Grant. 

La  Fayette. 

Grant. 

La  Fayette. 

Grant. 

Grant. 

Milwaukee. 

Grant. 

Grant. 

Iowa. 

Grant. 

Milwaukee. 

Iowa. 

Dane. 

Grant. 


Grant. 

Grant. 

Calumet. 

Iowa. 

Grant. 

lowii. 

Grant. 

Grant. 
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STUDENTS  IN  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  AT  PLATTEVILLE— Concluded. 


Students. 

Post  Office. 

Dist. 

County. 

John  Kerr^ 

Platteville, 

1 

5 

1 
2 
1 
8 

Grant. 

J.  F.  Kimball,* 

,  Illinois, 

Beetown 

WiJliam  McDonald 

Grant. 

Phillip  S.  Rountree, 

Platteville, , 

Grant. 

Thomas  TuUev,* 

Calamine, 

La  Fayette. 

Willam  Van  Waters. 

Durand, 

Pepin. 
Grant. 

Henry  Wright, 

Lima 

Those  marked  (*)  hare  not  aa  yet  receiyed  regular  nominationfl. 


STUDENTS  IN  PREPARATORY  CLASS  TO  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


Students. 

Post  Office. 

Dist. 

County. 

Uizie  Barber.* 

Belmont, 

1 
2 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

1 

i 

La  Favette. 

Sarah  Bunker,* 

Mifflin, 

Iowa. 

Almeda  Case,* 

Elk  Grove 

La  Fayette. 
Grant. 

S.  Maria  Estabrook, 

Platteville, 

Mattie  Fairbank, 

Belmont, 

La  Favette. 

Libbif  Francis, . . .  .• 

Platteville, 

Grant. 

Maria  Qaimbv, 

Hazel  Green, 

Grant. 

Kale  Tyler, 

Platteville, 

Grant. 

Annie  Stewart,* 

Harrison, 

Grant. 

Linda  Young,* 

Dodgeville, 

Iowa. 

Harry  Howe, 

Platteville, 

Grant. 

Peter  Reizer,* 

Kendall, 

Iowa. 

L.D.  Keitz, 

New  Holstein, 

Calumet. 

George  Tyler, 

Platteville, 

Giant. 

. , i 

Hioee  marked  <*)  have  net  as  yet  reoeived  regular  nominations. 
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SPECIAL  BBPORT. 

Beloit  CoLLEGi,  October  30<  1866. 

Hon.  John  G.  McMtnn, 

DxAK  Sir  : — In  accordance  with  your  kind  suggestion,  tbat  I  fnrnisb  a 
few  tbougbts  to  be  publisbcd  in  your  fortbooming  report,  in  connection 
witb  tbe  statistics  of  our  college  required  by  law,  I  respectfully  offer  the 
following : 

Beloit  college  was  founded  for  tbe  specific  object  of  providing  facilities 
for  a  thorough,  liberal,  christian  education.  In  common  with  our  best 
American  colleges,  it  aims  to  take  young  men  who  have  passed  through 
the  stages  of  common  education  in  our  public  schools,  and  by  special  dis- 
cipline of  mind,  and  extended  culture,  prepare  them,  as  intelligent,  well 
developed  men,  to  occupy  positions  of  influence  in  society.  The  course 
of  study  is  adapted,  as  much  as  possible,  to  give  the  student  fall  posses- 
sion and  command  of  his  own  faculties  for  any  work  to  which  he  may  be 
called.  By  being  drilled  in  the  forms  and  processes  of  pure  mathematics, 
and  the  elementary  principles  of  language,  as  illustrated  in  both  ancient 
ard  modern  tongues,  the  mind  is  trained  to  correct  habits  of  thinking, 
and  to  accurate,  elegant  and  forceful  modes  of  expressing  thought.  It  is 
also  introduced  (the  time  and  distribution  of  the  course  admits  of  little 
more  than  a  bare  introduction)  to  tbe  wide  range  of  truth  embraced  in 
the  departments  of  history,  science  and  philosophy  as  the  great  mines 
which  are  to  be  explored  and  worked  as  the  peculiar  capacities,  tastes  and 
calling  of  each  individual  may  determine.  And  all  along,  the  actual  con- 
dition and  wants  of  men  in  their  civil  and  social  state  are  pointed  out  as 
giving  occasion  for  the  practical  application  of  all  truth  to  the  progress  of 
society  and  the  elevation  of  man  in  harmony  with  his  high  destiny  as  a 
rational,  immortal  creature  of  God  The  legitimate  work  of  the  college 
is  to  lay  broad  and  deep  this  common  foundation,  on  which  each  man  may 
build  up,  m  after  life,  his  own  structure  of  attainment  and  influence  in  his 
particuhir  sphere. 

Though  far  from  having  obtained  a  complete  endowment,  Beloit  college 
is,  nevertheless,  well  furnished  in  respect  of  both  living  instructors  and 
the  apparatus  and  material  of  instruction,  for  doing  this  work.  The  num- 
bers seeking  the  advantages  of  this  provision  attest  a  growing  apprecia^ 
tion  in  tbe  community  of  the  work,  and  a  demand  for  its  enlargement. 
During  the  late  war,  the  spirit  of  patriotism  drew  numbers  away  from  the 
regular  classes  into  the  service  of  the  country.  Since  the  close  of  the 
war,  many  of  those  have  returned,  and  others  are  coming  in  larger  numbers 
than  ever  before,  to  swell  these  classes. 

The  first  and  main  object  of  the  institution  is,  as  already  indicated,  to 
provide  for  the  proper  collegiate  course  of  study.  But  in  the  lack  of  fa- 
cilities, elsewhere  in  the  region,  for  the  preparation  of  young  men  to  enter 
on  that  course,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  establish  and  maintain,  in 
connection  with  the  oollege,  a  preparatory  department.     Into  this  depart' 
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ment  are  received  not  only  those  who  contemplate  going  throngh  college, 
but  any  who  desire  to  advance  ^themselves  in  the  hranches  of  study  com- 
monlj  tanght  in  onr  public  schools.  This  department  thus  becomes,  as 
its  name  indicates,  a  preparatory  and  normal  department.  Students  de- 
siring to  pursue  a  partial  course  are  also  permitted  to  take  up  such 
branches  of  study  with  the  college  classes  as  they  may  choose  and  can 
prosecute  with  advantage.  To  such,  when  desired,  certificates  are  given, 
attesting  their  actual  attainment.  The  diploma  conferring  the  full  honors 
of  the  institution,  is  bestowed  only  on  such  as  complete  the  regular  fou^ 
years'  course. 

The  maintenance  of  a  preparatory  department  seems  at  present  indispen- 
sable, though  no  doubt  it  would  be  better  for  all  the  interests  involved,  if 
&cilities  for  that  part  of  the  work  were  multiplied  and  scattered  over  all 
parts  of  the  state  Studying  from  our  pointi  of  observation  the  education- 
al wants  of  our  commonwealth,  it  seems  clear  that  the  intelligence  and  ele- 
vation of  our  large  and  rapidlv  increasing  population  will  be  promoted  by 
bringing  larger  numbers  than  heretofore  of  the  young  men  of  the  state  to 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  a  college  education.  I  respectfully  suffgest,  with  this 
end  in  view,  that  the  teachers  of  our  public  schools  should  early  give  this 
direction  to  the  thoughts  and  aims  of  bright  lads  who  come  under  their 
charge,  and  that  in  the  high  schools  the  courses  of  study  should  be  so  ad- 
justed as  to  give  opportunities  to  such  as  desire  it,  to  prepare  themselves 
specifically  for  college.  This  will  not  require  any  material  change  in  the 
general  arrangement,  but  only  that  a  class  of  candidates  for  college  be  or- 
ganized, and  have  their  studies  adapted  to  the  requisites  for  admission  pre« 
scribed  by  the  best  colleges  of  the  land.  Some  increased  attention  to  the 
Latin  and  Greek  languages,  and  to  classical  literature  thus  introduced,  it 
is  believed  will  tend  to  elevate  and  liberalize  the  range  of  general  instruc- 
tion in  our  schools,  at  the  same  time  that  it  serves  a  specific  object  of  no 
little  importance. 

Desiring  heartily  to  co-operate  in  all  efforts  to  elevate  the  standard  and 
increase  the  efficiency  of  our  public  school  system,  and  to  promote  in  every 
way  possible  the  interests  of  education  in  our  state,  I  am 

Very  truly  yours, 

A.  L.  CHAPIN, 

Preiident, 
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ANNUAL   REPORT 

Of  the  Fre9idmt  o^  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Beloit  College,  for  the 
year  ending  August  81,  1866. 

1.  Corporate  name  of  the  institution — The  board  of  trustees  of  Beloit  college. 

2.  Name  of  the  place  where  the  institution  is  located — Beloit,  Rock  county. 
8.  Year  when  the  institution  was  founded — 1847. 

4.  Names  of  members  of  the  faculty  with  their  respective  salaries: 


Names. 

Department  of  Instruction. 

Salaries. 

Aaron  L.  Chapin,  D.  D.  Pres., 
Rev.  Joseph  Emerson,  A.  M . . 
Jackson  J.  Bushnell,  A.M.... 
Rev,  Willi«m  Porter,  A.  M. . . 

History  and  civil  polity, 

11,800  00 

Greek  language  and  literature 

1,600  00 

Mathematics  and  Natural  Philosophy, 

Latin  language  and  Literature, 

1,500  00 
1,600  00 

Henry  B.  Nason,  Ph.  D 

Rev.  James  J.  Blaisdell,  A.  M. 
Henry  C.  Dickinson,  A.  B 

Chemistry  and  Natural  Science, 

Intellectual  and  Moral  Philosophy, 

Instruction  in  Rhetoric  and  English  Lit- 
erature   .' . 

»760  00 
1,600  00 

1,000  00 

John  P.  risk,  A.  M 

Principal  of  Normal  and  Preparatory  De- 
Dartment 

1,500  00 

♦For  half  tlie  year. 

B.  Number  of  gentlemen  who  have  graduated, '. 

6.  Number  ladies  who  have  graduated, 

7.  Number  of  students  in  senior  class 

8.  Number  of  studentjs  in  the  junior  class, 

9.  Number  of  students  in  the  sophomore  class, 

10.  Number  of  students  in  tho  freshman  class 

11.  Number  of  students  in  the  preparatory  department, 

12.  Number  of  acres  of  land  own<ed  by  the  institution  : 

College  site, 16 

Other  lands  in  Wisconsin, 1,180 

In  other  states, 1 ,  720 


18. 


Estimated  cash  value  of  land  owned  by  the  institution : 

College  site 110,000 

Other  lands; 12,000 
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18 
16 
13 
28 
146 


2,866 


t22,000  00 


14.  Estimated  value  of  buildings  owned  by  the  institution, |27,500  00 

IB.  Amount  of  endowments  and  funds  except  real  estate, 1107,500  00 

16.  Amount  of  income  for  the  current  year  from  all  sources  except  tuition  10,642  93 

17.  Amount  received  for  tuition  during  the  current  year, 8 ,921  60 

18.  Rates  of  tuition  in  collegiate  department  per  annum, 30  00 

19.  Rates  of  tuition  in  preparatory  department  per  annum, 20  00 

AARON  L.  CHAPIN, 

Prmdeni  of  Board  of  TnutMS. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


135 
ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trwtees  of  Lawrence  Univereity  of 
Wisconsin,  for  the  year  ending  August^  1866, 

1.  Corporate  name  of  the  institution — Lawrence  nnireniity  of  Wisconsin. 

2.  Name  of  the  place  where  the  institution  is  located — Appleton,  Outagamie  county. 
S.  Tear  when  the  institution  was  founded — 1848. 

4.  Names  of  members  of  the  faculty  with  their  respectiye  salaries : 


• 

Names. 

Departments  of  Instruction. 

Salaries. 

Rev.  G.  11.  Steele   D.  D.  Pres. 

Ethics  and  Civil  Polity 

$1 ,200  00 
800  00 
800  00 

Hiram  A.  Jones,  A.  M 

Juliufl-F.  KeUogg,  A.  M 

John  E.  Davies  A.  M 

Ancient  languages  and  Literature, 

Pure  and  Mixed  Mathematics. ..•• 

Chemistrv  and  Phvsics. .  ^  .....,....*.- . 

800  00 

James  M.  Phinney,  A.  M.,  In- 
structor  

Philosophy  and  History, 

French  ft  Eng.  Literature, 

800  00 

Miss  Harriet  0.  Knox,  A.  B., 
Preceptress 

460  00 

0.  'Number  of  gentlemen  who  have  graduated, 3 

6.  Number  of  ladies  who  have  graduated, . .  ^ 2 

1.  Number  of  students  in  the  senior  class, 6 

8.  Number  of  students  in  the  junior  class, 16 

9.  Number  of  students  in  the  sophomore  class, 19 

10.  Number  of  students  in  the  freshman  class, 21 

University  students, 84 

11.  Number  of  students  in  the  preparatory  department, '78 

Academical  students, 146 

12.  Number  of  acres  of  land  owned  by  the  institution,  (about) 2,000 

18.  Estimated  cash  value  of  land  owned  by  the  institution,  (about) $20,000 

14.  Estimated  cash  value  of  buildings  owned  by  the  institution, 80,000 

15.  Amount  of  endowments  and  funds  except  real  estate, 80, 000 

16.  Amount  of  income  for  the  current  year  from  all  sources  except  tuition  8 ,  600 

17.  Amount  received  from  tuition  during  the  year, |200t 

18.  Rates  of  tuition'  \n  collegiate  department  per  annum, 21 

19.  Rates  of  tuition  in  preparatory  department  per  annum,.  • .   16 

G.  M.  STEELE,  for 
R.  Z.  MASON, 
PreiiderU  of  the  Board  of  TViMfaet. 


*  The  whole  number  of  graduates,  afaice  the  organization  of  ttie  institntion  Is  82. 
tMoet  of  the  studente  have  scholaxBhipa. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustee*  of  Ripon  College^  for  the 
year  ending  Augnst  31,  1866* 

1.  Corporate  name  of  the  institution — Board  of  Trustees  of  Ripon  College. 

2.  Name  of  the  place  whepe  the  institution  is  located — Ripon,  Fond  du  Lac  county. 
8.  Year  when  the  institution  was  founded — 1854.  Organized  as  a  college  in  1863. 
4.  Names  of  members  of  the  faculty  with  their  respective  salaries. 


Names. 


Departments  of  Instruction. 


Salaries. 


Rev.  Wm.  E".  Merriman,  A.  M. 

Edward  H.  Merreli,  A.  M 

Rev.  Wm.  H.  Ward,  A.  M. . . . 

Daniel  Merriman,  A.  M 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Tracy 

Mrs.  Frances  E.  Woodrow 

Mrs.  L.  R.  Beach 


Mental  and  Moral  Science,. 

Greek, 

Latin, 

Natural  Sciences, 

Mathematics  and  Botany,.. 

English  studies, 

French  and  German, 


$800 
600 
600 
600 
875 
825 
250 


5.  Number  of  gentlemen  who  have  graduated, 

6.  Number  of  ladies  who  have  graduated, 

Y.  Number  of  students  in  the  senio^  class  of  the  ladies  course, 

8.  Number  of  students  in  the  junior  class, 

9.  Number  of  students  in  the  sophomore  class,  5,  and  of  middle  year. 

Ladies  course, 

10.  Number  of  students  in  the  freshman  class,  4,  and  of  junior  year,  La- 
dies course, 

Number  of  students  in  the  preparatory  department, 

Number  of  acres  of  land  owned  by  the  institution,  (site  12,  wild  480). 


11. 
12. 
13. 


24 
280 
492 


Estimated  cash  value  of  land  owned  by  the  institution, $12 ,000 


14.  Estimated  cash  value  of  the  buildings  owned  by  the  institution,. . . .  30,000 

15.  Amount  of  endowmentb  and  funds  except  real  estate, 5,000 

16.  Amount  of  income  for  the  current  year  from  all  sources  except  tuition,  300 

17.  Amount  received  for  tuition  during  the  current  year, 2, 800 

18.  Rates  of  tuition  in  collegiate  department  per  annum, 24 

19.  Rates  of  tuition  in  preparatory  department  per  annum, . . .  .* 21 

W.  E.  MERRIMAN, 

PrendetU  of  Board  of  TVuctott. 
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HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OP  MILTON  ACADEMY. 

Ln  the  year  1844,  Hon.  Joseph  Goodrich ,  the  first  settler  in  the  village 
of  Milton,  Rock  oonnty,  first  formed  the  plan  of  starting  the  academy. 
He  saw  that  the  educational  wants  of  the  young  people  of  this  section, 
and  especially  of  the  society  which  he  had  been  greatly  instrumental  in 
gathering  together,  could  not  be  satisfactorily  met  by  the  public  schools, 
&8  they  were  then  organized.  Accordingly  he  erected  a  suitable  building 
in  the  village  and  engaged  Rev.  Bethuel  C.  Church,  of  Michigan,  a  teacher 
of  considerable  experience  in  private  schools,  to  take  charge  of  the  insti- 
tution, which  was  called  **  The  Milton  Academy."  The  school  was  opened 
on  the  first  of  December,  1844,  and  was  taught  by  Mr.  Church  for  one 
year ;  the  number  of  students  in  attendance  was  fifty. 

In  the  year  foUowbg,  Rev.  S  S.  Bicknell,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth 
College,  N.  H.,  and  pastor  of  a  small  Congregational  church  in  the  vicini- 
ty, was  hired  as  principal  of  the  academy.  He  continued  in  this  position 
for  two  years,  and  was  an  accomplished  teacher.  He  drew  students  from 
other  localities  in  this  section  of  the  state,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
real  academic  course  of  studies.  Under  his  labors,  the  attendance  per  year 
was  raised  to  seventy  students.  ^ 

The  institution  was  incorporated,  February  28,  1848,  by  the  legislature 
of  the  territory,  under  the  title  of  ''  The  DuLac  Academy, "  This  did  not 
become  a  popular  name,  and  the  school  was  known  everywhere,  by  the 
original  one. 

in  the  winter  foUowinfft  Rev.  Jonathan  Allen,  now  president  of  Alfred 
University,  N.  Y.,  and  Kev.  Amos  W.  Coon,  had  charge  of  the  academy. 
The  former  soon  retired  and  left  Mr.  Goon  in  charge  The  latter  had  re- 
ceived a  good  academic  education,  and  was  an  energetic  and  successful 
manager  of  the  school.  He  taught  three  years,  and  raised  the  attendance 
jeariy  to  a  hundred  and  ten  students. 

In  the  fall  of  1851,  Prof.  A.  C.  Spicer,  a  graduate  of  Alfred  Academy, 
N.  Y.,  became  the  head  of  the  school.  He  held  the  place,'  with  a  years 
intermission,  until  the  close  of  the  spring  term.  1858,  when  he  resigned. 
He  was  assisted,  most  of  the  time,  for  four  years',  by  Prof  Albert  Whit- 
ford,  a  graduate  of  Union  College,  now  principal  of  the  DeRnyter  Insti- 
tute, N.  Y.  During  ihe  last  two  years*  the  attendance  reached  two  hun- 
dred each  year. 

The  present  principal.  Rev.  W.  C.  Whitford,  entered  upon  his  office  in 
1858.  Eight  years  before  he  had  taught  in  the  institution,  and  declined 
then  the  appointment  to  the  same  position.  He  has  been  assisted,  most 
of  the  time,  during  the  past  eight  years',  by  Prof,  Albert  Whitford,  and 
portions  of  the  time  by  Prof.  G.  M.  Guernsey,  late  principal  of  the  Platte- 
ville  Academy  ;  by  Prof.  0.  M.  Conover,  of  Madison  ;  and  by  Profs.  E. 
Bearing  and  N.  C.  Twining,  present  teachers  in  the  academy,  Under  the 
management  of  Mr.  Wfitford,  the  attendance  has  steadily  gained  from  two 
hundred  students  a  year  to  four  hundred  and  twenty-one.  .^.^^^  by  GoOqIc 
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The  existing  charter  was  obtained  in  1854,  and  the  school  was  tben 
legally  styled  "  The  Milton  Academy.'*  In  tho  following  year  a  beaatifal 
brick  bnilding  was  erect  ed  Jby  the  citizens  of  Milton,  on  a  binff  in  tbe 
south-western  part  of  the  village,  and  the  school  took  possossion  of  it.  The 
need  of  another  bnilding  for  dormitory  purposes  being  greatly  felt,  two  en- 
terprising citizens  of  the  place,  Hon.  Joseph  Goodrich  and  Jeremiah  Davig, 
ffeneronsly  erected  in  1857,  by  their  own  means  principally,  a  commodions 
ball  on  the  grounds  of  the  academy ;  this  is  now  occupied  by  ladies.  In 
the  spring  of  1863,  another  hall  was  provided  for  gentlemen.  The  main 
edifice,  used  for  recitation  rooms  and  the  boarding  hall,  has  proved  too 
small ;  and  an  addition  to  it  is  now  in  process  of  erection.  This  will  near- 
ly double  the  accommodations  of  the  building. 

The  instruction  of  the  school  is  divided  into  four  courses — the  normal 
and  English,  the  classical,  the  scientific,  and  the  commercial.  Under  the 
first,  teachers'  classes  are  organized,  and  the  students  are  taught  the  prin- 
ciples and  the  methods  of  teaching  Under  the  former  arrangements  of  the 
normal  regents  of  the  state,  this  department  of  the  school  was  placed  in 
their  hands.  The  academy  has  always  directed  much  of  its  efforts  to  qnali- 
fying  public  school  teachers.  During  the  past  year,  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  students  have  been  instructed  in  tho  normal  classes,  and  of  this  num- 
ber eighty-one  have  taught  during  the  past  season,  or  will  teach  during  tho 
coming  winter.  In  the  other  courses,  tne  students  are  prepared  to  enter  the 
last  year  of  our  colleges ;  and  they  obtain  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
modern  languages  in  connection  with  the  physical  and  mental  sciences,  and 
learn  the  forms  and  rules  of  transacting  business. 

The  catalogue  of  lb66  contains  the  '*Army  List"  of  the  school,  which 
gives  the  names  of  the  graduates  and  students  who  entered  the  army,  the 
number  of  the  regiment,  the  residence  and  position  of  each  on  being  must- 
ered out  of  the  service.  By  this  list  it  seems  that  three  hundred  and  ten 
enlisted,  and  forty  three  died  or  were  killed.  A  large  majority  of  these 
left  their  classes  to  join  the  army  The  school  raised,  officered,  and  sent 
into  the  service  two  companies,  for  the  13th  and  40th  regiments  Wiscon- 
oonsin  infantry,  and  parts  of  two  companies  for  the  2d  and  49th  infantry. 
The  academy  was  represooted  in  forty-four  Wisconsin  regiments  or  bat- 
teries, beginning  with  the  1st  infantry,  the  1st  cavalry,  and  the  1st  bat- 
tery, and  ending  with  the  last,  the  53d  infantry.  In  addition  to  these  it 
was  represented  in  four  regiments  from  Minnesota,  in  four  reffiments  from 
Iowa,  in  six  regiments  from  Dlinois,  in  two  regiments  from  Michigan,  in 
three  regiments  from  Indiana,  in  seven  regiments  from  New  York,  in  five 
regiments  of  colored  infantry,  in  the  regular  army,  in  the  U.  S.  marines, 
and  in  seven  general  positions  in  connection  with  the  army — ^makin^  in  all 
84  different  organizations.  Of  these  students,  69  received  commissions  to 
fill  positions  from  2d  lieutenant  up  to  brigadier  general. 

W.  C.  WHITFORD, 

PrtneipaL 
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COMMERCIAL  OR  BUSINESS  COLLEGES. 

Hon.  Jho  G.  MoMthh, 

State  Supt.  of  Public  Instructionf 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowlMJge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  note  of  December  19th,  saying  that  you  believe  "  the  com 
merdal  schools  of  our  State  are  an  important  part  of  our  educational  sys- 
tem," and  requesting  for  publication  m  your  annual  report,  a  statement 
showing: 

1.  The  scope  and  objects  of  the  commercial  or  business  colleges. 

2.  The  causes  that  have  led  during  the  past  few  years  to  the  establish- 
ment of  these  eolleees. 

3»     The  practical  difficulties  encountered  in  conducting  them. 

4.  The  present  condition  (including  organization,  faculty,  studentr, 
'^0.,)  of  the  college  under  your  (my)  charge. 

5.  Such  remarks  or  suggestions  as  you  (I)  may  be  pleased  to  make 
with  regard  to  commercial  or  business  education. 

The  commercial  or  business  college  is  of  recent  origin,  having  come  into 
existence  scarcely  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  It  has  struggled 
through  the  various  stages  of  crude  existence,  and  now  necessarily  occupies 
a  considerable  place  in  our  educational  system.  Unprovided  for  by  other 
means,  it  continues  as  it  began,  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  private 
enterprise. 

Its  scope  and  objects,  though  gradually  enlarged  by  necessity  and  expe- 
rience, are  still  liixited  by  causes  which  may  be  obviated.  As  implied  by 
their  name,  the  design  of  these  institutions  is,  in  general  terms,  to  afford 
such  special  advantages  for  preparatory  education  and  training  as  are  best 
for  those  who  wish  to  engage  in  commercial  business.  It  is  a  professional 
school,  and  should  not  in  any  way  attempt  to  supersede  the  general  school, 
which  it  supplements,  and  upon  which  it  is  founded. 

It  should  include  in  it9  curriculum  such  branches  of  study  and  training 
as  are  necessary  in  common  business,  which  cannot  be  better  provided  for 
elsewhere.  That  it  does  not  now  confine  itself  strictly  to  its  legitimate 
province  is  because  the  general  school  does  not  yet  properly  perform  its 
functions,  and  because  the  commercial  or  business  college,  in  its  too  great 
eagerness  for  patronage,  oversteps  the  bounds  of  educational  propriety, 
and  violates  the  principles  of  educational  economy.  These  circumstances 
operate  to  narrow  the  scope  and  degrade  the  objects  which  properly  belong 
to  these  institutions. 

The  true  scope  and  objects  o^t^o  commercial  or  business  college  include 
that  wide  range  of  knowledge  and  art  which  belong  strictly  to  commercial 
business  as  a  profession,  and  are  necessary  to  make  accomplished  business 
men.  Since  it  may  be  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  the  time  has  arrived  for 
the  broadest  and  most  advanced  views  on  this  subject  to  be  received  and 
acted  upon  by  the  educational  and  business  community,  it  Jsjprobably  bet- 
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ter  not  to  occupy  space  here  in  makiQg  a  statement  in  detail  of  what 
should,  and,  in  time,  probably  will  fonn^the  cnrriculum  of  commercial  or 
business  colleges.  That  there  is  a  larse  and  important  field  not  yet  cov- 
ered by  these  institutions,  is  certain.  Before  the  exact  gronnd  is  marked 
out,  it  is  necessary  to  give  the  right  general  direction  to  the  public  mind 
on  the  subject,  and  then  it  can  be  done  with  practical  effect. 

"The  causes  that  have  led,  during  the  past  few  years,  to  the  establish* 
ment  of  these  schools,"  are  the  rapid  development  of  commercial  spirit  and 
enterprise,  the  growins^  appreciation  of  the  value  and  economy  of  educa- 
tional aids  in  all  branches  of  employment,  and  a  spirit  of  rivalry  and  com- 
petition among  the  managers  of  these  schools. 

'*  The  practical  difficulties  encountered  in  conducting  them  "  are,  want 
of  preparatory  education  with  students,  inqompetent  and  mercenary  man- 
agement, want  of  trained  teachers  who  combine  with  thorough  scholarship, 
proper  business  talents  and  tastes,  and  an  abundant  stock  of  general  infor- 
mation— defective  organisation,  insufficient  time,  a  too  limited  course  of 
studies,  want  of  unity  and  liberal  association,  and  the  establishment  of 
sehools  of  this  kind  without  due  regard  to  location,  quality  and  support. 

The  institution  under  my  charge,  now  known  as  the  National  Spencerian 
Business  College,  located  in  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  was  established  Sep 
temher,  1863,  as  a  private  enterprise,  which  it  still  remains.  It  is  sus- 
tained entirely  by  tuitions  and  has  no  property  but  its  furniture  and  fix- 
tures. In  June  last,  the  interest  of  non-resident  partners  (who  rendered 
no  service)  in  its  revenues  was  terminated  Believed  from  this  unneoes* 
sary  tax  it  is  confidently  beHeved  that  its  usefulness  will  be  more  certainly 
and  rapidly  increased. 

The  course  of  instruction  embraces  practical  penmanship,  commercial 
arithmetic,  oommereial  correspondence,  book-keepiiig,  government  and 
laws,  commercial  law,  theory  of  trade  and  commerce,  trade  and  commerce 
practically  illustrated  by  dealings  between  teachers  and  students,  and  be- 
tween students,  also  between  the  students  and  teachers  of  this  college  and 
colleges  in  other  cities.  The  basis  of  instruction  in  these  operations  is 
Carey's  Prineiples  of  Social  Science. 

In  some  branches  thorough  classification  is  maintained,  in  others  a  gen- 
eral gradation  only  can  be  preserved — ^much  instruction  is  necessarily  in- 
dividoal,  while  that  of  a  general  nature  and  incidental  is  imparted  by  lec- 
tures. 

Five  teaohers  are  regularly  employed,  and  three  others  give  instruction 
in  special  branches 

Whole  number  of  students  who  have  been  admitted  since  the  college  was  estab- 

Ublisbed 960 

From  January  1,  1866,  to  January  1,  1867 .820 

The  daily  attendance  In  December  was 170 

On  the  13th  of  July,  1866,  at  a  meeting  for  the  purpose,  convened  in 
Cleveland,  this  institution,  with  others  of  the  same  class,  formed  a  per- 
manent organization,  **For  the  purpose  of  developing,  diffuttng  andper^ 
petuating  a  sound  and  comprehensive  system  of  business  education 
throughout  the  United  States ,  commensurate  toiih  the  growing  wants  of 
lusineu  life^  and  for  the  further  purpose  of  placing  this  department  of 
education  in  co-aperative  relations  with  the^  American  s$fstmn  of  genteral 
education*^'  '  -^-----y ^  — 
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This  organization,  under  the  name  of  the  National  Union  of  Business 
Colleges,  gives  promise  of  much  usefulness  in  obviating  the  practical  diffi- 
culties which  hinder  the  substantial  progress  of  this  department  of  educa^ 
tion. 

Such  are  its  spirit,  purposes  and  plans  that  it  should  ultimately  embrace 
the  entire  body  of  co-operative  institutions  and  agencies  in  this  depart- 
ment. 

The  nature  of  the  ties,  interests  and  operations  of  commercial  life  are 
such  that  its  educational  demands  cannot  be  fullj  met  without  the  aid  of 
commercial  association  as  an  element  in  its  system  of  education,  in  har- 
mony with  the  scope  and  governing  principles  of  commerce  itself  This  it  is 
hoped  ultimately  to  secure  through  this  organization,  which  is  so  formed  as 
to  adjust  itself  to  the  growth  and  progress  of  commercial  and  general  edu- 
cation. 

Under  date  of  August  22d,  1866,  I  took  occasion  to  address  a  comma- 
nication  to  Hon.  Edward  Salomon,  president  of  the  regents  of  the  univer- 
sity, on  the  subject  of  commercial  education  and  provisions  therefor.  That 
fetter  contained  sojoae  points  which  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  present 
here.  I  there  suggested  that  tnose  who  are  to  be  educated  may  be  divided 
into  two  classes,  viz. :  commercial  and  non-commercial ;  that  all  should  re- 
ceive so  much  commercial  education  as  is  necessary  to  the  correct  manage- 
ment of  ordinary  businesB  and  financial  affairs,  and  that  in  addition  to  this 
the  commercial  class  should  receive  a  liberal  commercial  education  ;  that 
our  system  of  common  and  academic  schools  should  provide  for  the  general 
want  of  commercial  education,  and  that  a  commercial  department  of  the 
state  university  should  provide  for*  the  liberal  branches  of  commer- 
cial education  adapted  to  the  higher  wants  of  the  more  purely  commercial 
class,  and  all  others  who  might  desire  to  become  versed  in  this  branch 
of  learning.  I  suggested  that  the  merchants  and  business  men  in 
particular,  both  individually  -  and  through  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  Merchant's  Association,  would  doubtless  favor  and  assist  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  such  a  department  in  Milwaukee.  I  also  suggested  reasons 
why  the  efficiency  and  strength  of  such  a  department  would  be  enhanced 
by  locating  it  at  the  centre  of  the  commercial  interests  of  the  state. 

General  prosperity  and  good  order  hinge  to  such  an  extent  upon  the 
operations,  relations  and  results  of  commerce,  that  public  provision  for 
its  educational  wants  on  a  permanent  and  liberal  basis  is  an  imperative 
duty  which  cannot  long  be  neglected  without  injury. 

In  a  country  like  ours  no  sreat  educational  interest  such  as  this  should 
long  be  entrusted  solely  to  the  uncertain  care  of  private  enterprise,  or  sub- 
ject to  the  vicissitudes  of  private  fortune.  It  is  contrary^^o  the  genius  of 
our  institutions,  and  derogatory  to  the  interests  of  the  people. 

Wisconsin  is  laying  the  permanent  foundations  of  her  educational  sys- 
tem, and  the  position  she  will  hold  depends  much  upon  its  entire  complete- 
ness, and  for  this  reason,  the  condition  and  claims  of  commercial  education 
cannot  be  too  carefully  considered. 

Very  respectfully, 

ROBEKT  0.  SPENCER. 
MiLWAUKM,  Dec.  31,  1866.  r^^^^^T^ 
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APPORTION  MENT  OF  SCHOOL  FUND  INCOME  FOR  1866. 


Counties  and  Towng. 

No.  of 
Children. 

Apportion- 
ment. 

Adai©— 

Adams 

181 

26 

244 

101 

167 

89 

147 

128 

101 

428 

70 

60 

118 

82 

162 

294 

78 

.    1  68  96 
11  70 

109  80 
46  46 
70  66 
17  65 
66  16 
66  86 
46  46 

192  60 
81  60 
27  00 
•    63  10 
14  40 
72  90 

182  80 
86  10 

Big  Flats 

Dell  Prairie ',/,['"." 

Easton ^ 

Jackson " . . . . 

Leola ;;**■• 

Lincoln ; 

Honioe 

New  Chester ,.,...[ 

XewHayen 

Preston ] 

Qniocv 

Richfield ".'.".'.] 

Rome 

Springville [ 

Stpong'fl  Prairie [',][ 

White  Creek 

Total 

2,811 

11,089  96 

ASHL11H>— 

La  Pointe, 

62 

27  90 

Brown—                                   ^ 

BeUeTne 

Depere * 

219 
166 
801 

96 
444 
129 
268 
1,106 
402 
809 
298 
406 
249 
217 

66 
267 
248 
647 
122 
828 

98  66 

70  20 
186  46 

48  20 
199  80 

68  06 
120  60 
497  70 
180  90 
189  06 
184  10 
182  7(L 
112  0^ 

97  66 

24  76 
116  66 
111  60 
246  16 

64  90 
147  60 

Depere  Village '"•* 

Eaton 

Fort  Howard .......!....  i .  i 

Glenmore - .'.!!*.'.!.'!!!!..!!'.!'* 

Green  Bay 

Green  Bay  City •••• 

Holland 

Howard 

Humboldt '. !........!.!!]' 

Lawrence 

Morrison ......!!.... 

New  Denmark \\  ,\ 

Pitlsfield 

Preble 

Rockland 

Scott !!!.!!'.!!!!'. 

Suamico ..!.''!!.*.',! 

Wrightstown .....!!. ..!...  ..*.!!..!!....!!* 

Total 

A^Ul .., 

12^70^5. 
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APPORTIONMENT  OP  SCHOOL  FUND  INCOME  FOR  1866.— Continued, 


Counties  and  Towns. 


Buffalo— 

Alma, 

Belvidere 

Buffalo 

Buffalo  City. . . . 

Cross 

Eagle  Mills.   ... 

Oilman  ton 

Glencoe 

Maxville 

Modena 

Naples 

Nelson 

Waumandee  . . . 

Total 

Burnett— 

Burnett 

Total 

Caxumut— 

Brillion ....... 

Brothertown . . . 
Charlestown . . . 

Chilton 

Harrison 

New  Holstein. . 

Rantoul 

Stockbridge. .. , 
Woodville 

Total, 

Chippewa*- 

Anson 

Bloomer 

Chippewa  Falls. 
Eagle  Point .... 
La  Fayette.... . 

Sigel 

Wheaton 

/        Total 

Clahk — 

Pine  Valley. . . . 

Lynn 

Loyal 

Weston 

Total... 


No.  of 
Children. 


129 
164 
246 

69 
174 

SI 
126 
112 
260 

84 
S14 
104 
276 

2,145 


72 


72 


104 
544 
404 
467 
896 
483 
184 
641 
249 

3,871 


181 
277 
276 
206 
66 
123 

1,129 


160 
74 
41 
99 

874 


Apportion- 
ment. 


f  68  05 

78  80 

110  70 
81  05 
78  80 
89  15 
56  70 
50  40 

117  00 
87  80 

141  30 
46  80 

124  20 

$965  25 


32  40 


182  40 


64  80 
244  80 
181  80 
210  15 
177  75 
217  is 

82  80 
243  45 
112  05 

81,516  95 


.  81  45 

124  66 

124  20 

92  ^0 

29  70 

65  85 

$508  05 


72  00 
88  30 
18  45 
44  65 

$168  80 
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APPORTIONMBOT  OF  SOHOOL  FUND  INCOME  FOR  1866^Contlnued. 


Counties  and  Towns. 


Columbia — 

Arlington 

Caledonia. , '...!.!.'!!!!!!!.!! 

Courtland. !!!!!!! 

ColuDibiis. . » , [\[ 

Deko  rnu .!..!!!!!.!!!!!!! 

-Hampden. . . » '.*..!!'..*.'.* 

Fort  Winnebago ] , . 

Fountain  Prairie !!!!!!!!.!, 

Leeda .!.!!,!!.!! 

Lewiston ', '.** 

Lodi : .".!!!!!!!.'! 

Lowviiie ^ , >....'..".!.!!!!!!  !4 ! 

]f«rcellon , -•.!!!.*!!!!!!! 

Newport 1^ "     '" ' 

Ot«ego -. '.'_'* 

Pacific , ...../.!!/.!!!!! 

Randolph ».....,....'.'         •' 

«cott. '.!!'!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Springrale ,.., ^. !!!!  '!!!,'* 

West  Point. i ,.'..!!.'.!..'!!! ! 

Wyocena. . , !!.!.'!'.'.!!..!!! 

Portage  City !...!!!!!!!!!.'!! 

Total, ^^ 

Ceawtou>^- 

Clayton 

Eastman '!!!*.!!!'.!'.!!".'.!! 

Freeman •'.!!!!!'.!!!!! 

Haney !!..'.!!!*.!!!!!!*.*" 

LynxYille  '.!...! 

Marietta. . , .....!...!!.! 

Prairie  du  Chien ...!!..!.'.',!!!!! 

Seneca ,...., 

Scott '. .  ,\\\\,\',][[\[  [[\ '  ][[' 

Union. . . , .V.'.  ...V.'. !!!.'..!!,'.!!! 

Utica., ..-•...* 

Waaxeka .','.*.*.'.'.'•".'!!.',**.* 

Total V 

Albion 

Berry *V'. 

Black  Earth '.'.!!!'..'.'.'.' 

Blooming  Grove .*!.'!.*!!!.*!!! 

Blue  Moands ,       ', 

Bristol..., 

Burke. . ., '......!.!!!..!!'.*.!!"* 

Christiana .'.!!..!.'/. 

Cottage  Grove .\  ! ! 

Cross  Plnins 

Dane , -..».'.'/.!!!'.*.'.'*.'.!!!!!'/.!!' 

Di 


No.  of 

Apportion- 

Children. 

ment. 

817 

$142  65 

417 

187  65 

685 

268  26 

926 

416  25 

682 

289  40 

390 

175  50 

256 

114  75 

486 

218  70 

400 

180  00 

875 

168  76 

691 

265  95 

364 

159  80 

864 

163  80 

478 

215  10 

668 

261  10 

76 

88  75 

418 

185  85 

881 

148  95 

842 

153  90 

810 

1B9  50 

460 

207  00 

1,800 

696  00 

10,268 

4,616  10 

617 

1282  65 

896 

178  20 

881 

148  95 

207 

98  15 

102 

45  90 

164 

78  80 

1,198 

586  85 

280 

126  00 

279 

125  65 

122 

54  90 

888 

174  60 

278 

125  10 

4,257 

11,915  65 

406 

il82  70 

461 

202  95 

825 

146  25 

887 

174  15 

868 

165  60 

619 

288  55 

417 

187  65 

660 

252  00 

678 

267  85 

875 

^   168  75 

427 

*   W2  15 

gitizedby  VjOOQ.. 
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APPORTIONBfENT  OF  SCHOOL  FUND  INCOME  FOR  1866— Contintred- 


Covnties  and  Towns. 


DAiir-^continiidd. 

Deerfield 

Dunkirk 

Dunn 

Fitchburg 

Madison 

Mazomanie 

Medina 

Middleton 

Montrose 

Orcfgon 

Perry. 

Pleasant  Springs. 
Primrose.. ...... 

Roxbui7 

Rutland 

Springf  eld . « 

Springd'le 

8nn  Prairie 

Vermont....... .. 

Verona 

Vienna........... 

Wesiport 

Windsor 

York 

Madison  City 


Total. 


DoDGs — 

Ashippnn. 
Beaver  Dam. 


Birnett. 
Calanius. . . 

CheKter 

rivinan.... 

Elba 

Enimett.... 
Fox  Lake,. 
I^^ian . . . 
HP:)bard. . . 
Hustisford. 
Lebanon. . . 

LcToy 

Loniira  . . . 
Lowellv . . . . 
Oak  Grove. 
Portland . . 
Rubicon... 

gbields 

Theresa. . . 
Trenton.... 


City. 


No.    of 

Apportion- 

Children. 

ment. 

485 

1195  71^ 

725 

826  25 

481 

198  95 

498 

224  10 

886 

162  10 

675 

268  75 

481 

216  45 

566 

254  25 

889 

175  05 

660 

262  00 

865 

164  25 

428 

192  ftO 

898 

176  85 

498 

221   85 

422 

189  90 

498 

224  10 

441 

198  45 

684 

240  SO 

487 

219  15 

440 

198  00 

889 

176  06 

483 

217  85 

889 

175  05 

468 

210  60 

8,198 

1,436  B5 

19,220 

$8,652  60 

716 

$822  SO 

648 

246  60 

1,208 

541  85 

872 

167  40 

478 

212  85 

887 

161  65 

662 

297  90 

629 

283  05 

678 

257  85 

734 

880  SO 

768 

846  60 

1,088 

489  60 

630 

288  60 

664 

298  80 

569 

266  05 

721 

824  45 

888 

877  eo 

696 

813  20 

674 

268  SO 

847 

881  15 

687 

241  65 

915 

411  75 

m^ 

809  90^ 
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AFPOHTIONMEin'  OF  SCHOOL  FUND  INCOMi:  FOR  1666— Continned. 


Counties  and  Towns. 

No.  of 
Children. 

Apportion- 
ment. 

DoDOi— continned. 

Wanpnn,  S.  Ward , 

Westford 

819 
681 

800 

148  86 
288  96 

Willi&mstown • 

860  00 

Total : 

17,482 

$7,866  910 

Doo&~ 

Bailey'e  Harbor .^ 

46 

248 

16 

62 

65 

60 

125 

24 

111 

95 

144 

108 

120  70 

BruaselB 

109  86 

Clay  Banks 

7  20 

Bgg  Harbor 

27  90 

Forestyille 

24  75 

Gardner. . .  ^ 

27  00 

Gibraltar 

66  26 

Liberty  Grove • 

10  80 

Kasewaupee 

49  96 

Sevastapol -, , * 

42  75 

Stunreon  Bay A... 

64  80 

Washington ...' , 

•      46  86 

XotaL 

1,084 

487  80 

Douglas— 

Superior ^ 

212 

$96  40 

TotaL 

212 

$95  40 

Dmiii— 

Dunn , , 

240 
168 
899 

42 
264 

61 
897 

71 

$108  00 
71  10 

Bau  Galla. , .• 

Kenomonie 

179  65 

Peru 

18  90 

Red  Cedar 

118  80 

Rocic  Creeic 

27  46 

Spring  Brook. 

178  tfS 

Weston 

81  96 

Total 

1,632 

$784  40 

Eiu  Cliibx — 

Bridge  Creek 

886 
126 
419 
129 
120 
121 
88 
818 

$150  76 

Brnnswick. , 

66  70 

Ban  Claire 

188  66 

Lincoln 

68  05 

North  Eau  Claire 

54  00 

Oak  Grove. 

64  46 

Pleasant  Valley. 

87  86 

West  Bau  Claire 

140  86 

Total 

1,636 

$740  70 

T 

Digitized  by 
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APPORTIONMENT  OP  SCHOOL  FUND  INCOME  FOR  1866— continued. 


Counties  ftnd  Towns. 


FeHD  9V  Lao. 

Alto, 

Ashford, 

Auburn, 

Byron, 

Calumet, 

Kden, 

Eldorado ^ 

Empire 

Fond  du  I>ac,  . ; 

"  "  Citj, 

Forest, 

Friendship, 

Lamartiue, 

Marshfield, 

Metomen, 

Oakfield,.. 

Osceola, '4  •  •  •  • 

Ripon, 

"        City, 

Rosendale, 

Bpringvale, 

Tayoheedah, 

Waupun, 

ViUage,  N.  Ward,. 


Total,.. 


GlART — 

Bee  town, 

Blue  River,.... 

Boscobel, 

Cassrille, 

Clifton, 

Ellenboro 

Fennimore,. ... 
Olen  Haven,... 
Hazel  Green,... 

Harrison, 

Hicliory  Grove, . 
Jamestown, . . . . 

Lancaster, 

Liberty, 

Lima, 

Little  Grant,... 

Marion, 

Millville, 

Mt.  Hope 

Muscoda, r. 

Paris, 

Patch  Grove,... 
Platteville, . . . . 
Potosi, 


No.  of 

Apportion- 

Children. 

ment. 

606 

$227  70 

781 

851  45 

592 

266  40 

601 

270  45 

667 

800  15 

629 

288  05 

680 

806  00 

886 

178  70 

410 

184  50 

4,101 

1,845  45 

524 

285  80 

400 

180  00 

482 

194  40 

650 

292  50 

619 

278  55 

458 

208  85 

440 

198  00 

840 

158  00 

809 

864  05 

555 

249  75 

446 

200  70 

702 

815  90 

497 

228  65 

251 

112  95 

16,471 

7,411  95 

707 

810  15 

280 

108  50 

462 

207  90 

889 

175  05 

402 

180  90 

805 

187  25 

588 

262  85 

865 

164  25 

1,065 

479  25 

428 

192  60 

882 

149  40 

510 

229  50 

870 

891  50 

818 

140  85 

400 

180  00 

290 

ISO  50 

288 

107  10 

110 

49  50 

288 

127  85 

807 

188  15 

324 

145  80 

807 

188  15 

1,267 

570  15 

im^ 

548  15 
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APPORTIONMENT  OP  SCHOOL  FUND  INCOME  FOB  1866— continued. 


Counties  and  Towns. 


No.  of 
Children. 


Apportion- 
ment. 


Gkavt — continued. 

Smelaer, 

Tafton, 

Waterstown, . . 
Waterloo,  . . . . 

Wingville, 

Woodman, . . . . 
Wyalusing,. . . . 


Total,., 


Adams, 

Albany, 

Brooklyn, 

Cadiz, 

Clamo, 

Decatur, 

Exeter........ 

Jefferson, 

Jordan, 

Monroe, 

Mt.  Pleasant,.. 
New  Glarus, . . . 
Spring  Grove,. 

Sylvester, 

Washington,.. 
York, 


Total, . 


GbxkhLas 

Berlin, 

"      City, 

Brooklyn, 

Dayton, 

Greeu'Lake, 

Kingston, 

"         Village,. 

Mackford, 

Markesan  Tillage, . 

Manchester, 

Marquette, 

Princeton, 

ViUage,.. 

8t..Marie, 

Seneca, 


Total,. 

Iowa — 

Arena, . . 
Clyde,. . 


542 
842 
198 
282 
274 
225 
801 


13,858 


867 
588 
417 
457 
627 
706 
407 
668 
406 
1,859 
445 
886 
476 
429 
888 
828 


8,892 


896 
846 
446 
288 
416 
218 
182 
841 
128 
417 
190 
875 
167 
231 
126 


4,708 


587 
281 


1248  90 
168  90 
86  86 
126  90 
128  80 
101  26 
186  46 


6,288  86 


166  16 
262  86 

187  66 
206  66 
282  16 
817  70 

188  16 
800  6a 
182  70 
611  66 
200  26 
178  26 
218  76 
198  06 
149  86 
147  60 


8,776  40 


177  76 
880  26 
200  25 
129  60 
187  20 
1 98  10 
69  40 
168  45 

65  86 
187  65 

85  50 
1«8  75 

75  16 
108  96 

66  26 


2,118  60 


241  66 

126  45 
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APPORTIONMENT  OF  SCHpOL  FUND  INCOME  FOR  1866— continued. 


Counties  and  towns. 


No.   of 

Apportion- 

Children. 

ment. 

1,575 

$708  76 

1,266 

669  25 

769 

843  06 

499 

224  65 

666 

264  70 

877 

394  65 

847 

166  16 

426 

191  70 

968 

436  60 

281 

126  46 

281 

126  46 

8,672 

8,902  40 

478 

212  85 

898 

179  10 

266 

115  20 

261 

117  46 

186 

61  20 

268 

113  85 

40 

18  00 

108 

46  35 

1,920 

864  00 

464 

204  80 

268 

116  10 

622 

279  90 

1,028 

462  60 

448 

199  35 

764 

843  80 

1,486 

646  75 

832 

^74  40 

691 

310  95 

668 

800  60 

427 

192  15 

624 

280  80 

668 

293  85 

168 

71  10 

644 

244  80 

210 

94  50 

911 

409  95 

8,168 

1 ,428  35 

18,886 

6,248  25 

76 

84  SO 

68 

28  85 

181 

81  46 

Iowa— continued. 

Dodgeville,  . '. 

Highland 

Linden, 

.  Mifflin, 

Mineral  Point,. . .. 
*•     City, 

Moscow,..* 

Pulaski, 

Ridgeway, 

Waldwick, 

Wyoming, 

Total, 

Jackson — 

Albion,. 

Alma, 

Hixton, 

Irring, 

Manchester, 

Melrose, 

Northfield, 

Springfield, 

Total, 

JmrSRSON — 

Altaian, 

Gold  Spring, 

Concord, 

,  Farmington, 

Hebron, 

Ixonia, 

Jefferson, 

Eoshkonong, 

Lake  Mills, 

Milford, 

Oakland, 

Palmyra, 

Sulliyan «... 

Sumner, 

Waterloo, 

Waterloo  Village,. 

Watertown 

City,... 

Total, 

JmrxAU — 

Armenia, 

Clearfield, 

Fountain, 
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APPORTIONMENT  OF  SCHOOL  FUND  INCOME  FOR  1866— Con  tinaed. 


Counties  and  towns. 


JinnA?--concladed. 

Germantown, , 

Xildare 

Lisbon 

Lyndon 

Lindina 

Lemon  weir, 

Marion 

Maiiston  Tillage, 

Necedah 

Orange 

Plymouth 

SeTcn  Mile  Creek 

Sumn^i  t 

Wonewoc 

ToUl 

KiaofiRA — 

BrightOB 

Bristol 

K«*n«>sha  city 

Paris, 

Pleasant  Prairie 

RandaU 

Salem f 

Somers 

Wbeatland 

I 

Total 

I 

Kjwauiiu*— 

Ahnepee 

Carlton, 

Casco 

Coryvllle 

Franklin 

Kewaunee 

Lincoln 

Mont»elier ; 

Piercl 

•^       Red  River 

Totja 

La  Crobss— 

Bangor, 

Barre 

Burn& . , 

Campbell, 

Farmington, , 

Greenfield, 

Holland, 

Jackson, 

La  Crosse  city.., 

Neshonoc, 


No.  of 

Apportion- 

Children. 

ment. 

239 

$107  66 

803 

136  86 

647 

246  16 

196 

88  20 

893 

176  86 

848 

166  60 

116 

52  20 

295 

132  76 

218 

98  10 

57 

23  66 

260 

117.  00 

275 

123  76 

222 

.99  90 

278 

126  10 

4,067 

1,825  66 

489 

220  06 

887 

174  16 

1,621 

729  40 

446 

200  70 

687 

241  66 

224 

100  80 

664 

263  80 

614 

S31  80 

841 

153  46 

6,123 

2,806  86 

848 

164  36 

864 

163  80 

822 

144  90 

148 

66  60 

806 

187  70 

434 

196  80 

176 

78  76 

166 

70  20 

82 

36  90 

888 

149  86 

2,668 

1,198  86 

364 

159  80 

612 

230  40 

880 

148  60 

831 

148  96 

860 

162  00 

846 

155  70 

172 

77.40 

283 

127  86 

1,467 

660  16 

298 

181  86 

^-o~ 
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APPORTIONMENT  OF  SCHOOL  FUND  INCOME  FOR  1866— Continued. 

Counties  and  Towna. 

No.  of 
Children. 

Apportion- 
ment. 

La  Cropse— concluded. 

Onalafika 

402 
164 

$180  90 

Washington, 

69  SO 

Total, 

6,004 

2,261  80 

La  Fatettk — 

Arc\  le>*>< .••••• ••• 

498 
918 
876 
909 
488 
428 
572 
427 
210 
716 
1,088 
876 
288 
402 
684 

224  10 

BentQii. • • 

418  10 

Belnjont 

168  75 

Center • 

409  05 

Elk  Grove 

217  86 

Fayette 

192  60 

Gratiot 

267  40 

Kendall / 

Monticello. ••.............•.•.. 

192  15 
94  60 

New  Dieeines 

822  20 

Shullsburg • 

467  10 

Wavne 

169  20 

White  Oak  finrinm 

107  10 

Willow  Springs 

180  90 

Wiota 

286  80 

Total 

8,224 

8,700  80 

La  Poi>tb —                                                                ' 

Ba\  field 

93 

41  85 

Total     %   ... 

98 

41  85 

Manitowoc — 

Cato 

700 
620 
582 
468 
554 
458 
781 
544 

1,644 
587 
898 
667 
602 
567 
207 
425 
140 

1,010 

816  00 

Centerville. 

284  00 

Cooperstown » 

289  40 

Eaton .•••••••*.••. 

206  10 

Franklin 

249  SO 

Gibson 

208  85 

Kossuth ♦ 

861  45 

Liberty , - :..... 

244  80 

Manitowoc ••..••...*..•.. 

694  80 

Manitowoc  Raoids 

241  65 

Maple  Grove • 

176  85 

Meeme ••. • 

266  16 

Mishicott 

270  90 

Newton , 

260  65 

Rockland 

98  15 

Schleswig 

191  25 

Two  Creeks 

6S  00 

Two  Rivers 

464  50 

Total 

10,624 

4,786  80 

Ma^thon — 

Berlin 

216 
41 

.dbyCy@C 

97  20 

Knowlton, 

18  45 

Marathon 

q[^46  86 

*"*""""» L'.grti? 
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APFORTIOKXENT  OF  SCHOOL  FUND  INCOME  FOR  1866— Contlnaed. 


Counties  and  Towns. 

No.   of 
Children. 

Apportion- 
ment. 

Maratuok — concluded. 

Mosinee, ■. 

115 
108 

66 
122 
246 

49 

$51  76 

Siettin, 

48  60 

Texas, • •••• 

Wausau .«••. ••• 

29  70 
54  90 

Wausau  Tillage, 

110  26 

Weston, 

22  05 

Total, 

1,066 

479  25 

Habqitxtts — 

Buffalo 

818 

176 

268 

181 

159 

818 

.177 

149 

256 

280 

218 

•     228 

76 

180 

148  10 

Crystal    Lake 

79  20 

Douglas. 

120  60 

Harris 

81  45 

Mccan 

71  56 

Montello 

140  85 

Moundville  ',*••,,» •.•..•••...■......... 

79  65 

Neshkoro ,..., 

67  05 

Newton •....'....... 

115  20 

Oxford ; 

108  60 

Packwaukee 

98  10 

Shields 

102  60 

Springfield ., 

84  20 

Westfield 

81  00 

Total 

2,929 

1 ,818  05 

UlLWAVKKR 

Frankli  n •••••••.. 

754 
1,089 

960 

709 

1,116 

20,066 

980 
1,188 

889  80 

Granville 

467  56 

Greenfield 

482  00 

Lake 

819  05 

Milwaukee 

502  20 

"            city 

9,024  76 
418  50 

Oak  Creek 

Wauwatosa 

582  36 

Total..-. 

26,746 

12,086  70 

MOSSOK — 

Adrian, 

206 
18«^ 
118 
58 
186 
142 
209 
128 
877 
260 
190 
167 

92  70 

Angelo, 

88  26 

Cli  fton, , 

Eaton, 

Glendale 

.     60  85 
26  10 
61  20 

Greenfield, ^ 

Jefferson 

68  90 
94  05 

La  Fayettri, ^ 

65  86 

Leon, , 

169  66 

Lincoln, •■••.. •  .... 

117  00 

Little  Falls, ; 

86  50 

Oak  Dale, 

75  16 

Portland, 

67  80 

-  -o  - 
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APPORTIONMENT  OF  SCHOOL  FUND  INCOME  FOR  18«6— Continued. 


Counties  and  Towns. 


MosBOK— con  eluded. 
Ridgeville,.    ... 

Sheldon, 

, Sparta, 

Toraah, 

Wellington,... . 
Wilton, 


Total,. 


Oconto— 

Marinette, 

Oconto, 

Oconto  Village,. 

Pensaukee, 

Peshtigo, 

Stilea, , 

Baamico, 


Total,. 


OUTiaAMIK 

Appleton  (city),. 
Black  Creek,  . . . 

Bovina, 

Buchanan, 

Center, 

Dale, 

Ellington, 

Freedom, 

Grand  Chute,. . . 

Greenville, 

Hortonia, 

Eaukanna, 

Liberty, 

Maple  Creek,... 
Osbom,...'.. ... 


Total,.. 


OZAUKSB — 

Belgium, 

Cedarburg, 

Fredonia, 

Grafton, 

Mequon, , 

Fort  Washington, 

Saukville, ^. 


Total,. 

PlPIN— 

Albany, . 
Durand, . 


No.  of 

Apportion- 

Children. 

ment. 

262 

$117  90 

196 

88  20 

1,001 

460  46 

486 

196  75 

131 

68  95 

288 

104  86 

4,618 

2,078  10 

1Y9 

80  56 

168 

68  85 

414 

186  80 

160 

67  60 

227 

102  16 

116 

52  20 

26 

11  70 

1,266 

569  26 

1,042 

468  90 

27 

12  16 

104 

46  80 

164 

78  80 

296 

138  20 

846 

165  26 

818 

148  10 

886 

160  76 

104 

46  80 

665 

264  25 

'    816 

142  20 

419 

188  66 

80 

86  00 

160 

72  00 

104 

46  80 

4,879 

1,970  66 

999 

449  65 

1,169 

621  66 

804 

861  80 

787 

864  16 

1,414 

636  80 

1,078 

485  10 

794 

857  ^ 

7,086 

3,165  75 

46 

20  70 

260 

zed  by  VjOC 

117  06 
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APPOBTJONMENT  OF  SCHOOL  FUND  INCOME  FOR  1866— Continued. 


Counties  and  Towns. 


No.  of 

Apportion- 

Children. 

ment. 

69 

$81  05 

184 

60  80 

285 

128  25 

74 

•  88  80 

108 

48  60 

'28 

12  60 

1,004 

451  80 

287 

106  65 

62 

27  90 

48 

21  60 

77 

84  65 

288 

129  60 

200 

90  00 

183 

59  85 

110 

49  50 

852 

168  40 

420 

189  00 

58 

26  10 

85 

88  25 

145 

66  25 

23 

10  85 

2,288 

1,007  10 

56 

25  20 

156 

70  20 

87 

16  65 

198 

89  10 

180 

58  50 

15 

6  75 

592 

266  40 

808 

188  60 

229 

108  05 

166 

74  70 

208 

91  85 

58 

28  85 

40 

18  00 

144 

64  80 

51 

22  95 

186 

88  70 

209 

94  05 

852 

168  40 

164 

78  80 

815 

141  75 

19  A 

Digitized  by  V 

too^l^* 

PEnic—conclnded. 

Frankfort, 

Lima, 

I'epin, 

Stockholm, 

Waterville, 

Waubeek, 

Total, 

PUBCK. 

Gliaon, 

Diamond  Bluff, 

£1  Paao, . .%' 

Hartland, , 

Isabelle,  (no  report) 

Kartell, 

OakOroTe, 

Perry, 

Pleasant  Valley,... 

Prescott, 

River  Falls, 

Salem, 

Trenton ' 

Trimbell, 

Union, 

Total, 

PouL— 

Alden,  ,.• • 

Farmington, , 

lincoln, 

Osceola, 

St.  Croix  Falls,  .... 
Sterling, 

Total, 

PoaTAGK — 

Amherst, 

Almond, 

Belmont, 

Buena  Vista, 

£au  Pleine, 

Grant, 

Hull, 

Linwood, 

Lanark, 

New  Hope, 

Plover, 

Pine  Grove, 

Sharon, 

Stevens  Point, 


166 

APPORTIONMENT  OF  SCHOOL  FUND  INCOME  FOR  18«6— Continued. 


Counties  and  Towns. 


PoRTAOK — con  cI  uded. 
Stevens  Point  City,. 
Stockton, 


•Total,. 


Racwk — 

Burlington, , 

Caledonia, 

Dover, , 

Mount  Pleasant;  . 

Norway, , 

Raymond, , 

Rochester, , 

Waterford, 

Yorkville, 

City  of  Racine,. 


Total. 


Richland — 

Akan 

Bloom....... . 

Buena  Vista,. 

Dayton, 

Eagle, 

Forest, 

Henrietta, . . . 

Ithaca, 

Marshall, 

Orion, 

Richland, . . . . 
Richwood, . . . 
Rockbridge,.. 

Sylvan, 

Westford, 

Willow, 


Total,, 


ROCK-^ 

Avon, 

Beloit, 

Beloit  City,.... 

Bradford, 

Center, 

Clinton, 

Fulton, 

Harmony, 

Janesville, 

Janesville  City,. 

Johnstown, 

La  Prairie, 

Lima, 


No.  of 

Apportion- 

Children. 

ment. 

518 

$288  10 

216 

97  20 

1 

8,178 

1,427  85 

919 

413  66 

1,098 

491  86 

464 

208  80 

893 

401  86 

421 

189  46 

586 

241  20 

884 

150  80 

548 

244  86 

588 

242  10 

2,774 

1 ,248  80 

8,615 

8,881  76 

186 

60  76 

362 

168  40 

412 

186  40 

291 

ISO  96 

412 

186  40 

827 

147  16 

281 

126  46 

490 

220  60 

294 

132  SO 

240 

108  00 

525 

286  26 

422 

189  90 

812 

140  40 

269 

121  06 

270 

121  60 

199 

89  66 

5,281 

2,868  96 

862 

168  40 

818 

148  10 

1,564 

708  80 

872 

167  40 

421 

189  46 

598r 

269  10 

737 

881  66 

862 

162  90 

845 

166  26 

8,141 

1»^^^  f.i 

460 

207  00 

829 

148  05 

.-^5 

,    178  26 

Digitized  by 


Google 


167 


APPORnONMBlfl'  OF  80HOOL  FUND  INCOME  FOR  1866— Continued. 


Counties  and  Towns. 


No.  of 
Children. 


Apportion- 
ment. 


Rock— continued. 

Magnolia 

Milton 

Newark. 

Pljmouth 

Porter 

Rock 

Spring  Valley.. 

Turtle 

Union 

Total 

8l29T  CnoEi — 

Cylon 

Eau  Galla. 

Emerald 

Erin 

Hammond 

Hudson 

"  City.... 
Kinnikinnic... 
Pleasant  Valley. 

Richmond 

Rash  River.... 

Somerset 

Bpringfteld 

^t.  Joseph 

&tar  Prairie 

Troy 

barren 

Total 

Baraboo 

Be  AT  Creek.... 

Z>eiiona 

JBxcclfiior 

"Fairfield 

Franklin 

'freedom 

Greenfield 

Honey  Creek... 
ironton     . . 
Lavalio"       /; 
Merim^^j^^^* '^^ 

™rioauSac. 
5*«<i8burg 

BKipfer^"'^"- 
Troy.,f'; 


424 
601 
466 
465 
613 
474 
409 
469 
666 


18,861 


97 

64 

66 

814 

210 

116 

612 

146 

186 

204 

178 

180 

29 

72 

177 

209 

78 


2,857 


869 
246 
283 
249 
298 
814 
250 
850 
400 
411 
289 
804 
821 
692 
478 
851 
864 
867 


$190  io 
270  45 
209  70 
209  25 
280  85 
218  80 
184  06 
206  55 
299  70 


16,287  45 


$48  65 

24  80 

25  20 
141  80 

94  50 
52  20 
275  40 
66  70 
88  25 
91  80 
77  85 
58  50 
18  05 
82  40 
79  65 
94  06 
82  85 


1,285  65 


$891  05 
110  70 
104  85 
112  05 
184  10 
141  80 
112  50 

167  50 
180  00 
184  95 
180  05 
186  80 
144  45 
811  40 
215  10 
157  95 

168  80 
160  65 
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APPORTIONMENT  OF  SCHOOL  FUND  INCOME  FOR  J  866— Continued. 


Counties  and  Towns. 


No.  of 

Apportion- 

Children. 

ment. 

818 

$140  86 

887 

161  65 

294 

182  30 

260 

117  00 

7,980 

$8  ,691  00 

189 

$62  55 

87 

16  65 

94 

42  80 

80 

86  00 

24 

10  80 

10 

4  50 

384 

$172  80 

672 

$267  40 

840 

378  00 

1,029 

468  05 

783 

tf29  85 

688 

263  60 

362 

162  90 

426 

191  70 

864 

888  80 

608 

271  85 

246 

110  70 

670 

266  50 

508 

226  35 

1,696 

718  20 

779 

850  55 

489 

220  06 

685 

263  25 

470 

211  50 

11,256 

$6,064  76 

.     176 

$78  75 

69 

82  05 

176 

79  20 

242 

108  90 

874 

168  30 

28 

10  35 

86 

38  70 

181 

81  45 

126 

66  70 

497 

228  65 

1,949 

$877  06 

SiuK^H^ontinued. 

*    Washington 

Westfield 

Winfield 

Woodland 

Total 

Bhawaho-*  I 

Belle  Plain 

Hartland 

PeUa 

Bichmond 

Shawano 

Waukecheon 

Total 

Qbxbotoan— ' 

Greenbush 

Herman 

Holland 

Lima 

Lyndon 

Mosel 

Mitchell, 

Plymouth 

Rhine 

Russell 

Scott 

Sheboygan 

City 

Cheboygan  Falls 

"  "   ViUage. 

Sherman 

Wilson 

Total 

TaSltPKALKAU— 

Arcadia 

Burnside » . 

Caledonia 

Ettrick ,. 

Gale 

Hale 

Lincoln.  ....•..* 

Preston 

Sumner.. ..  .• 

Trempealeau 

Total ,, 
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APPOBTIONMENT  OF  SCHOOL  FUND  INCOME  FOR  1866— CotitiLned. 


Coanties  and  Towns. 


No.  of 

Apportion' 

Children. 

ment. 

178 

180  10 

875 

168  75 

16» 

78  36 

200 

90  00 

218 

98  10 

884 

172  80 

129 

58  05 

160 

72  00 

850 

157  50 

214 

96  80 

806 

187  70 

850 

157  50 

890 

175  50 

129 

68  05 

188 

82  85 

287 

129  15 

118 

50  85 

655 

294  75 

189 

85  05 

177 

79  65 

128 

57  60 

6,278 

12,375  10 

487 

fl96  65 

670 

256  50 

987 

421  66 

863 

163  85 

698 

269  10 

825 

371  26 

462 

207  90 

478 

215  10 

807 

188  16 

610 

229  50 

408 

188  60 

672 

802  40 

488 

217  86 

405 

182  26 

457 

205  66 

549. 

247  06 

1,886 

601  20 

9,797 

14,408  66 

984 

f420  80 

473 

212  85 

697 

813  66 

798 

856  86 

987 

444  16 

1,088 

464  80 

YnaoN— 

Bergen 

Christiana 

Clinton.. .««... 

Coon 

Forest 

Franklin ...... 

Genoa 

Greenwood. .. . 

Hamburg 

Harmony 

Hillsborough. . 

Jefferson 

Kickapoo 

Liberty. 

Stark 

Sterling 

Union. ....... 

Viroqua 

Webster 

Wheatland*... 
Whitest  own... 

Total 

Walworth— 

Bloomfield. . . . 

Darien. 

Belav&n 

Elkhorn 

East  Troy 

Geneva. 

La  Grange. . . . 
La  Fayette. . .  • 

Linn 

Lyons. 

-  Bichmond. 

Sharon 

Spring  Prairie 
Sugar  Creek. . 

Troy 

Walworth 

Whitewater. . . 

Total 

Wahhikotoh— 
Addison... «.. 

Barton 

Erin 

Farmington.4 . . 
Oermantown. ., 
Hartford...... 
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APPORTIONMENT  OP  SCHOOL  FUND  INCOME  FOR  186ft-^oiitinued. 


Counties  and  Towns. 


No.  of 
Children. 


Apportion- 
ment. 


Washington — con  ti  nued. 

Jackson. ..» 

Xewaskum 

Polk , 

Richfield.... 

Trenton , 

Wayne 

West  Bend 


Total. 


Waukesha — 

Brookfield. . . . 

Belafield 

Eagle 

Genesee 

Lisbon , 

Menomonee.. 

Merton 

Makwanago. . 

Muskego 

New  Berlin. . . 
Oconomowoo. 

Ottawa 

Pewaukee... . 

Summit 

Vernon 

Waukesha. . . . 


Total 

Waupaca — 

Bear  Creek. . . 
Caledonia.... 

Dayton 

Dupont 

Farmington. . . 

Helyetia 

lola 

Larrabee 

Lebanon 

Lind 

Little  Wolf... 

Matteson 

Mukwa 

Royal  ton 

St.  Lawrence. 
Scandinavia.  • 

Union 

Waupaca 

Weyauwega. . 

Total 


868 
600 
1,044 
784 
824 
762 
75J 


10,440 


.  766 
606 
469 
688 
666 
900 
661 
606 
687 
802 

1,062 
460 
606 
406 
417 

1,308 

10,668 


72 
262 
282 

21 
262 

31 
237 

36 
174 
883 
149 

49 
466 
216 
241 
876 

46 
666 
489 

4,844 


886  10 
226  00 
469  80 
852  80 
870  80 
842  90 
837  95 


4,698  00 


844  70 
227  70 
211  06 
307  36 
250  20 
405  00 
247  95 
227  70 
264  15 
860  90 
478  40 
207  00 
272  25 
182  25 
187  65 
686  35 

4,755  60 


S2  40 

118  40 

126  90 

9  45 

117  90 

IS  95 
106  65 

15  75 

78  80 
172  36 

67  05 

22  05 
209  25 

97  20 
108  46 
169  20 

20  25 
264  25 
220  05 

1,954  80 
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APPORTIONMENT  OF  SCHOOL  FUND  INCOME  FOB  1866— Concluded. 


Counties  and  Towns. 


No.  of     Apportion- 
Children.        ment. 


Waushara — 

Aurora 

Bloomfield. . , 

Coloma 

Dakota 

Deerfield 

Hancock 

Leon 

Marion 

Ht.  Morris  . . 

Oasis 

Plainfield 

Poyslppi...., 

Richford 

Hose 

Saxeville. . . . 
Springwater. 

Warren , 

Wantoma. . . . 


Total. 


WlKHSBAOO 

Algoma 

Black  Wolf. . 

Clayton 

Menasha 

Xeenah 

Nekimi 

Kepeuskin.. . 

Oshkosh 

Oshkosh  city. 
Omro... .. ... 

Poygan. ..... 

Bushford 

Utica 

Vinland 

Winchester. . 
Winneconne. 
Wolf  Biver. . . 


Total. 


Wood— 

Centralia 

Dexter 

Grand  Bapids. 

Badolph 

Saratoga 

Seneca 

Sigel 


Total. 


88^ 
830 
126 
110 

67 
125 
856 
243 
189 
193 
405 
135 
145 

90 
240 
194 
235 
289 


8,849 


820 
331 
518 
909 
894 
441 
876 
277 
^,482 
873 
822 
766 
496 
409 
666 
621 
141 


11,736- 


211 

99 

812 

107 

103 

56 

39 


927 


$174  16 

148. 60 

66  70 

49  60 

26  65 

66  26 

160  20 

109  35 

85  05 

86  86 
182  26 

60  76 

65  25 

40  60 

108  00 

87  80 
106  75 
130  06 


1,782  06 


144  00 
148  95 
280  86 
409  05 
402  80 
198  46 
169  20 
124  66 
1,666  90 
892  86 
144  90 
843  70 
222  76 
184  06 
299  70 
284  46 
63  46 


6,281  20 


94  95 
44  66 
140  40 
48  16 
46  86 
26  20 
17  66 


417  15 


110U7. 
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TABLE  NO.  8. 

TBACHBBS'  CERTIFICATES. 


COUNTIES. 


Adams, 

Ashland, 

Bayfield, 

Brown, 

Buffalo, 

Burnett, 

Calumet, 

Chippewa, 

Clark, ,.   ... 

Columbia, 

Cmwford,..' 

Dane,  (IstDist.).. 
Dane,  (SdDist.)... 
Dodge,  (Ist  Dist.). 
Dodge,  (2d  Dist.). 

Door, 

Douglas, 

Dunn,..  .♦. 

Eau  Claire, 

Fond  du  Lac, 

Grant, 

Green, 

Green  Lake, 

Iowa, 

Jackson, 

Jefferson, 

Juneau, 

Kenosha, 

Kewaunee, 

La  Crosse, 

La  Fayette, 

Manitowoc,... 

Marathon,...'..... 

Marquette, 

Milwaukee,  fist  dist^ 
Milwaukee,  (2d  dist) 

Monroe, 

Oconto, 

Outaeamie, 

02au£ee,.i 

Pepin, 

Pierce, 

Polk, 

Portage, 

Racine, 

Richland, 

Rock,  (1st  Dist.). 


rXBST  OEADI.  SEOONO  ORADE.   .  THIBD  ORADE. 


•a 


B 


•a 
a 


I 


18 
21 

2 

6 

79 

is' 

25 

10 
57 

7 

19* 

8 
66 
69 
87 

9 
29 

1 
67 

9 
15 
12 

6 

"42 
10 

8 

6 
16 
25 

8 

4 
41 

7 
12 

2 
20 

7 
46 
21 


00 

•3 

S 


90 

1 

2 

58 

81 

2 

68 

85 

18 

264 

165* 

165 

66 

179 

22 

5 

58 

41 

220 

205 

126 

84 

115 

86 

175 

85 

75 

29 

61 

182 

85 

11 

68 

87 

12 

161 

16 

67 

82 

60 

65 

24 

63 

80 

110 

124 


102 

1 

2 

74 

65 

2 

87 

88 

28 

841 

'192' 

191 

66 

246 

29 

5 

78 

64 

298 

288 

173 

96 

162 

87 

236 

.  99 

101 

41 

57 

186 

127 

22 

66 

46 

28 

189 

20 

61 

74 

68 

80 

29 

85 

90 

164 

145 


OS 


II 


1360 


600 
400 
15 
476 
250 

i[666 

400 
750 
750 
600 
600 
860 
85 
400 
600 
1,600 
800 
800 
400 
700 
250 
800 
400 
500 
800 
660 

"soo 

800 
460 
600 
260 
600 
660 
400 
600 
150 
400 
200 
650 
800 
600 
600 


'267 

TABLE  NO.  7— T£AGEERS>.9EBTinOATES— Concluded. 


FIBST  O&ADI. 

SXCOND  QRADI. 

THIRD  ORADI. 

3 

0  g 

COUNTIES. 

•2 

1 

S 

& 

1 

^ 

1 

3 

Rock,  (2dDi8t.) 

6 
11 
61 

2 
10 
27 
28 
48 
42 
88 
26 

101 
44 

189 
16 
86 
66 
86 

186 
70 

116 
84 

106 

64 

254 

18 

100 

86 

114 

184 

126 

166 

les 

600 

St.  Croix, 

1 

8 

1 

I 

1 

6 

660 

Sauk, 

Shawano, 

«  760 
200 

Sheboygan, 

Trempealeau, 

Vernon, 

2 
2 

1 

1 

800 
460 

660 

Walworth, 

Washington, 

Waukesha, 

Waupaca 

8 

1 
2 

4 

1 
"2  ' 

1 

2 

1 
6 
4 

8 

760 

1,000 

800 

600 

Waushara, 

Winnebago, 

Wood,..:.. 

4 

1 
1 

1 

26 
2 

160 
18 

182 

21 

600 
800 

Totals, 

47 

18 

68 

98 

1,208 

4,696 

6,114 
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INDEX. 


Academies  and  semin&ried,  statistics  of, 47,  139 

Act  to  incorporate  board  of  regents  of  normal  schools, 126 

Amendments  to  school  law  reconmiended 50 

Apparatus,  taxes  levied  for, 6 

do        amount  expended  for, , 6 

Appeals,  number  decided, 50 

Apportionment  of  school  fund  income; 6)  24,  148 

Association,  state  teachers',  meeting,  of, 88 

Attendance  of  children  in  public  schools, 8,  4,  7,  8,  9,  11,  198 

do  do        private  schools, '. 10,    It 

Beloit  college,  special  report  of  president  of, 182 

do  statistical    do  do        ,   . .  .> 184 

Board  of  regents  of  state  univeruty,  report  of, Ill 

do  do         normal  schools,        do        121 

do  do  do  expenditures  of, 124 

do  do  do  act  of  incorporation  of, 125 

Books  of  reference,  list  of, , 45 

Books,  educational,  list  of, 46 

Books,  text,  kinds  in  use, 45 

Building  school  houses,  taxes  levied  for, 5 

do  do  amount  expended  for, 6,    17 

Census  of  1865,  by  counties, , 9 

Certificate  of  teachers,  number  granted, 5, 12,  266 

Children,  number  over  4  find  under  20  years  of  age, 8,  9,  195 

do        do        attending  public  schools, 8,  9,  195 

do        do  do        private       do     10,     17 

City  superintendent,  of  Beaver  Dam,  report  of, 97. 

do  do        La  Crosse,  do        98 

do  do        Madison,  do        99 

do  do        Milwaukee,         do        104 

do  do        Oshkosh,  do        105 

do  do        Racine,  do        106 

do  do        Watertown,        do        108 

College,  Beloit,  special  report  of  president, 182 

do        do    statistical    do  do        ....,..» 184 

do    Ripon,        do  do  do        186 

Colleges,  statistics  of, « 47 

Commercial  colleges,  report  on, 140 

Cost  of  schools,.  ..^. .  ^^... 4,  6,  14, 15,  260 

County  Buperintendency,  , « 27 

County  Superintepf^ent  of  Adams  county,  report  of • 56 

do  do  Burnett  do  do         66 

do   .  do  ('olumbia  county,  do        67 

do  do  Dane,  1st  dint.,      do        59 
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Gonnty  Snperintendent  of  Door  county,  report  of 61 

de  do  Dunn,  do '.    61 

'    do  do  Iowa,  do         62 

do  do  Grant,  do         64 

do  do  ^    Kenosha,  do        68 

do  do  i   Kewaunee,  do        .' 69 

do  do  La  Oroese,  do        70 

do  do  La  Fayette,  do        12 

do  do  Manitowoc,  do        74 

do  do  Marathon,  do        74 

do  do  Marquette,  do        77 

do  do  Milwaukee  let  diet. do  ,     77 

do  do  Pepin,  do         79 

do  do  Polk,  do        81 

do  do  Pierce,  do        82 

do  do  Portage,  do        82 

do  do  Racine,  do        S4 

do  do  Richland,  do        86 

do  do  Rock,  do        87 

do  do  St.  Croix,  do        89 

do  do  Sauk,  do        90 

do  do  Trempealeau,         do 92 

do  do  Walworth,  do        .- 94 

do  do  Washington,  do        96 

do  do  List  of  , 28 

do        Superintendents,  Meeting  of  29 

do  do  Salary  of  28 

Course  of  Study  in  Madison  high  school, 99 

do  do  Normal  department  of  State  University, ^ 118 

Dictionaries,  distribution  of 42 

Districts,  number  reported, .' jt  .195 

Expense  of  pupil  at  State  Normal  School,  Platteville, 129 

do  do        in  Normal  Department  of  State  University, 119 

Expenditure  for  schools, ' 6,  6,  14,  16, 260 

do  do  management  of  income  of  school  fund, 24 

<  do  of  board  of  Regents  of  Normal  Schools, ', . . .  124 

Furniture  and  records,  amount  expended  for 6 

General  Remarks  on  our  school  system, 61 

Income  of  the  school  fund,  amount  of 28 

do  do  do        apportionment  of .*. 6, 146 

Incorporated  institutions,  statistics  of. 41,  139 

Institutes  for  teachers, 41.  268 

•  Instruction,  improvement  in  methods  of 47 

Lecturers  at  teachers  institutes, 268 

Lawrence  University,  report  of 136 

Libraries,  taxes  levied  for 5 

do        amount  expended  for 6 

do        number  of  volumes,  and  value  of 18 

do        township,  establishment  of  recommended 19 

Hilton  Academy,  historical  sketch  of 1S7 

do  do        statistics  of. 189 

Normal  department  of  State  University,  report  of. 117 

do  do  •   do  do  expense  of  pupil  in 119 

do  do  do  do         list  of  students  in 119 

Normal  school  at  Platteville,  report  of. 128 

do        do  do  faculty  of 129 

do        do  do  expense  of  pupil  in 129 

do        do  do  list  of  students  in 130 

Normal  school  fund,  amount  of -. 40 

do        do      do    transactions  in 40 

do        do      do    income,  transactions  in ^v^..-vrvTv:>  •    *1 
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Normal  schools,  proposals  for <     89 

do        do    location  of 40 

Records,  amount  expended  for 6 

do      uniform  system  of,  recommended *...../..     15 

Repairing,  taxes  levied  for 5 

do        amount  expended  for 6 

Report  of  regents  of  State  Univerciity Ill 

do  do        Normal  schools, f 121 

Reports  of  school  officers,  defective 16 

do  city  superintendents 97 

do  county    superintendent^ 66' 

Ripen  college,  rej^ort  of  president 186 

School  districts,  number  reported 8,  196 

do  do        union  of  recommended 6 

School  fund,  amount  of 20,  21 

do        do    transactions  in...- 21 

do        do    legislation  in  reference  to 22 

do        do    income,  amount  of. 2£ 

do        do        do        transactions  in 24 

do        do        do        expenditure  for  care  of 26 

School  houses,  number  reported 16 

do        do        value  of 16 

School  laws,  amendments  to  recommended 50 

Schools,  public,  number  of 4 

do  do      cost  of. ..: 4,6,14,  16 

do        private,  number  of 17 

Seminaries,  statistics  of ' 47,  189 

Spencerian  business  college,  report  of. 140 

State  teachers'  association,  meeting  of. 88 

Students  in  normal  department  of  State  University,  names  of 119 

Superintendents  city,  reports  of 97 

do .  county,   reports  of. 66 

Taxes,  amonnt  levied 6,  14, 16,  16,  268 

Teachers,  number  in  public  schools 4 

do  do  .  private  schools.  ; 17 

do        holding  first  grade  certificates 12 

do        salarieb  of 18 

do        wages  of 6,  IS 

do        in  state  normal  school,  Platteville 129 

do        in  colleges 134,186,  186 

do        institutes 41,  268 

do  do        appropriation  for  recommended 42 

do  do        attended  by  State  Superintendent 50 

Text  books,  kinds  used 45,  262,  264 

Travel  of  State  Superintendent 50 

Tuition,  cost  of  per  pupil 4,  16 

University  of  Wisconsin,  report  of  board  of  regents; Ill 

do  do         statistical  report 117 

do  do         report  of  normal  department 117 

do  Lawrence,  report  of  president 185 

Valuation  of  property  in  state ■. 16 

Wages  of  teachers 5,  13 
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OVI'IOB  07  SuPXAINTBNDfiNT  OV  PUBLIO  iNSTAUCTIOSr, 

Madison,  December  10,  1867. ' 

To  His  Excellency^  Luoius  Fairchild, 

Governor  of  Wisconsin : 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honol*  to  transmit,  through  you,  to  the  Legisla- 
tnre,  the  Annaal  Report  of  the  Department  of  Pablio  Instraotion, 
for  the  year  ending  August  81,  1867. 

I  am>  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  G.  McMYNN, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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ANNUAL  REPOET 


OF   THE 


SUPKRINTKNDENT   OF   PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


OjTFIOB  or  SUPKRINTENDBNT  OF  PuBLIC  IlTSTRUGTION 

Madison,  December  10,  1867. 

To  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin  : 

GsNTLBMBN  : — In  the  returns  made  to  this  Department  for  the 
school  year  ending  August  31,  1867,  is  found  evidence  of  increased 
interest  in  educational  affairs  among  the  people,  and  of  increased  ao- 
tiyiftj  among  school  officers. 

The  duty  of  the  State  to  provide  public  instruction  for  all  its 
children  is  no  longer  questioned,  and  the  necessity  for  such  an  ad- 
ministration of  school  affairs,  as  an  effident  performance  of  this 
duty  requires,  is  very  generally  acknowleged.  Our  common  school 
system  is  adapted  to  the  wants,  the  feelings  and  the  habits  of  our 
people ;  and  a  wise  legislation  will  seek  to  develop  it  in  harmony 
with  those  individual  rights,  of  which  a  free  people  arg  always  jeal- 
ous, and  which  a  free  government  will  always  sacredly  guard.  Our 
public  schools  are  maintained  for  the  instruction  of  all,  regardless 
of  their  condition  in  life.  They  have  a  tendency  to  obliterate 
artificial  distinctions,  by  placing  all  upon  the  same  plane  of  useful- 
ness and  happiness.  They  are  public  in  the  same  sense  that  courts 
of  justice  are  public,  and  common  as  the  air  and  the  light  are  com* 
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mon.  Henoe  no  wise  legislator  can  attach  greater  importance  to  any 
other  interest  of  tbe  State  than  to  education,  and  every  measure 
caloulated  to  promote  it  must  command  the  approval  and  aid  of  all 
good  men. 


&ENEKAL  STATISTICS. 

Ahsolute  accuracy  cannot  be  expected  in  reports  collected  from 
over  four  thousand  districts.  District  clerks  are  generally  conscien- 
tious in  the  discharge  of  official  duties,  and  hence  we  may  conclude 
that  any  errors  that  may  exist  in  the  returns  will  balance  each  other, 
and  that  totals  and  averages  of  the  statistics  are  for  all  praetical 
purposes,  substantially  correct. 

Whole  number  of  districts  in  the  State 8,770 

Number  of  districts  reported 3,694 

Whole  number  of  parts  of  •  istricts 1 ,895 

Number  of  parts  of  districts  reported 1,825 

Number  of  children  over  four  and  under  twenty  years  of  age  in 

the  State 871,083 

Number  of  children  over  four  and  und*'r  twenty  years  of  oge  in 

districts  maintaining   school  6ve  or  more  months 830,263 

Number  over  four  and  under  twenty  years  of  age  who  have  at- 
tended school 4 288, 676 

Totnl  number  of  different  pupils  who  have  attended  the  publio 

schools  during  the  year 289 ,945 

Number  of  day*s  attendance  of  pupils  over  four  and  under  twen- 
ty years  of  age f 17, 171 ,237 

Total  number  of  day*s  attendance  of  different  pupils  during  the 

yenr 17,275,686 

Number  of  days  schools  have  been  taught  by  qualified  teachers  .  692,225 

Number  of  schools  with  two  departments 254 

Number  of  schodls  with  three  or  more  departments 103 

Number  of  teachers  required  to  teach  the  schools 6,059 

Number  of  different  persons  employed  as  teachers  during  the 

year .' 8,867 

Average  wages  of  male  teachers ; $40  76 

Average  wages  of  female  teachers $26  84 

Number  of  schools  visited  by  the  County  Superintendents 4,228 

Number  of  public  school-houses  in  the  State 4,566 

Number  of  pupils  the  school-houses  will  accommodate 259,284 

Number  of  sites  containing  less  than  one  acre 8,621 

Number  of  sites  well  enclo&cd 908 

Number  of  school  houses  built  of  stone  or  brick 451 

Number  of  school  bouses  with  outhouses  in  good  condition 1 ,867 
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I.  — ECH00L-DI8TBI0TS. 


If  we  count  Dine  parts  of  difitriets  as  equiTalent  to  four  wbole  dis- 
trictB,  the  number  was : 


10  1867 , 4,6ia 

In  1866 4,420 

Increase 192 


It  is  probable  that  more  new  districts  have  been  formed  than  the 
returns  indicate. 

The  new  districts  are  offset  by  a  consolidation  of  old  ones.  The 
desire  to  unite  districts  is  an  encouraging  fact.  The  advantages  of 
large  districts  are,  so  many  and  so  apparent,  that  few  intelligent 
school  officers  fail  to  appreciate  them.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
policy  of  consolidation  will  soon  supersede  that  of  subdivision,  and 
that  public  opinion  will  soon  demand  a  town  organization  of  schools, 
thus  abolishing  independent  school-districts  within  the  towns  alto- 
gether. So  long  as  we  adhere  to  the  present  system  of  small  and 
independent  districts,  we  must  not  expect  a  stroog  and  vigorous  or- 
ganisation. There  is  no  good  reason  why  all  our  thickly  settled 
country  towns  should  not  each  have  a  good  central  grammar  school, 
with  primary  schools  conveniently  located,  the  whole  being  managed, 
by  a  town  board,  with  a  degree  of  efficiency  and  vigor  that  it  is  im- 
possible under  existing  arrangements  to  secure. 

The  number  of  districts  which  reported  this  year  is  4,546,  or  171 
mere  than  made  returns  in  1866,  and  66  less  than  the  whole  number. 
As  it  is  probable  that  those  districts  alone,  which  faihd  to  maintain 
a  school  five  months,  neglected  to  report,  we  see  that  only  about 
one  district  in  seventy  has  failed  to  support  a  school  during  the  time 
required  by  law. 

II. MTJMBIB  OVXR  70UB  AND  UNDIB  TWENTY  TBABS  0?  AGE. 

The  whole  number  of  persons,  in  the  state,  of  school  age,  on  the 
31st  of  August,  1867,  was  371,083,  which  is  16,566  more  than  were 
reported  Jor  1866. 
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The  increase  in  the  nnmber  over  four  and  under  tv'enty  years 
of  age,  for  each  of  the  past  ten  years,  has  been  as  follows  : 

1858  22,582 

1869  14,794 

1860 10,113 

1861 10,149 

1862 ; 8,928 

1863 12,999 

1864 , ■..,. 8,941 

1865 9,118 

1866 16,498 

1867 16,666 


The  greatest  increase  in  one  year  was  in  1855,  the  number  bdog 
31,825,  and  the  least  was  in  1862,  being  only  8,923. 

III. — NUMBER  OF  OHILnBBN  07    SCHOOL    AGS  BESIDINa  IN  DISTB10T8 
MAINTAININO   A    SCHOOL    FITS   OB   HOBE   UONTHS. 

This  item  in  the  reports  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  for  it  is  upon 
it  that  the  apportionment  of  the  income  of  the  school  fund  should 
be  based.  Town  clerks  should  carefully  examine  the  reports  receiv- 
ed from  district  clerks,  and  no  money  should  be  apportioned  to  any 
district  that  has  not  maintained  a  school  at  least  110  days,  including 
legal  holidays.  The  number  reported  under  this  heading  is  330,263, 
which  is  40,820  less  than  the  whole  number  reported  of  school  age 
in  the  state.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  this  item  of  the  reports 
is  not  accurate,  and  an  opportunity  will  bo  given  to  town  clerks  to 
correct  it  before  making  the  apportionment  for  1868. 

IV. TOTAL  NUMBEB   OF    PEB60NS    ATTENDING  THB  PUBLIC  S0H0OI.a. 

Number  under  4  years  of  age,  (estimated,) B ,  900 

Number  over  20  ^Fears  of  age,  (estimated,) 8 ,469 

Number  over  4  and  under  20  years  of  age, 2^8 ,  576 

Total, ; 289,945 

This  number  is  5,680  more  than  the  number  in  attendance  during 
1866.  Of  those  over  4  and  under  20  years  of  age  in  the  state,  63 
per  cent,  are  reported  as  having  attended  school  some  portion  of  the 
year* 

It  is  cause  for  regret  to  find  so  many  children  less  than  4  years 
of  age  attending  school.     Certainly  no  parent  of  ordinary  intelli 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


9 

gence  will  subject  his  child  to  the  irksome  routine  of  ordinary  school 
life  before  he  has  reached  at  least  six  years  of  age*  Listlessness, 
apathy  and  disgust  are  too  often  the  results  of  the  restraiot  necessa- 
rily imposed  upon  the  children  in  school;  and,  if  teachers  cannot 
persuade  parents  to  keep  their  children  at  home  until  they  are  old 
enough  to  be  benefited  by  school  exercises,  it  is  their  duty  to  afford 
them  facilities  for  play  rather  than  for  learning,  and  to  amuse  rather 
than  to  instruct  them. 

V. — TIMB   0?    ATTENDANCE. 

The  average  length  of  time  the  schools  were  kept  open  was  137 
days,  which  is  5  days  more  than  in  1866.  With  an  enrollment  of 
239,945,  the  number  of  day b possible  attendanceis  32,^72»465,  but 
the  number  of  days  actual  school  attendance  is  17,275,686,  or 
about  52  per  cent,  of  the  possible  attendance  ;  or  in  other  words, 
there  were,  taking  one  day  with  another,  52  scholars  of  each  100 
enrolled,  in  attendance  at  school  during  137  days  of  the  past  year. 
Therefore  the  average  time  each  scholar  attended  school  was  71  1-4 
days. 

VI.— GEADBD    SOneOLS. 

The  number  of  schools  of  two  or  more  departments  is  357.  This 
class  of  schools  is  increasing,  and  no  fact  connected  with  our  educa- 
tional affairs  is  more  encouraging. 

The  disadvantages  of  the  practice  of  providing  but  one.  school  for 
scholars  of  different  ages  and  attainments  are 'too  manifest  not  to 
attract  serious  attention.  The  diseomfort,  and  in  very  many  cases, 
the  physical  suffering  to  which  all,  and  particularly  the  younger 
seholars  are  si^bjected,  call  imperatively  for  some  relief.  Where 
there  is  a  great  disparity  in  the  ages  of  the  pupils,  the  work  of  ed- 
ucation can  not  be  carried  on  appropriately  Or  progressively.  Both 
instruction  and  discipline  should  be  adapted  to  the  age  and  proficien- 
cy of  pupils.  There  are  periods  of  development  of  mind  and  char- 
acter, and  each  period  demands  the  training  adapted  to  it.  The 
methods  are  based  upon  general  principles,  but  they  vary  to  corres- 
pond with  the  work  to  be  done,  which  is  determined  by  the  progress 
already  made. 
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A  system  of  discipline  adapted  to  advanced  scholars  presses  mih 
unwise  severity  upon  the  young,  and  tbe  exercises  appropriate  to 
the  peculiar  wants  and  temperaments  of  the  younger  pupils  will  tend  . 
to  endanger  the  habits  of  study  and  good  order  of  the  older  scholars. 
To  properly  instruct  young  children  requires  the  use  of  methods 
quite  tbe  opposite  of  those  employed  for  those  more  advanced.  The 
oral  and  simultaneous  methods  adapted  to  the  primary  school  die* 
tract  the  attention^ of  those  who  should  form  habits  of  patient  ap- 
plication, and  a  school,  in  which  there  is  no  proper. method  of  classi- 
fication, makes  no  provision  for  the  discussion,  explanation  and  un- 
divided attention  of  both  teacher  and  scholars,  without  which  no  real 
progress  can  be  made  by  those  old  enough  to  pursue  those  branches 
of  learning  requiring  close  and  careful  study. 

The  following,  from  the  pen  of  Hon  Henry  Barnard,  describes,  in 
fitting  language,  the  condition  of  many  of  our  public  schools.  He 
says  : 

'*  From  the  number  of  class  and  individual  recitations,  to  be  at- 
tended to  during  each  half  day,  these  exercises  are  brief,  hurried, 
and  of  little  practical  value.  They  consist,  for  the  most  part,  of 
senseless  repetitions  of  the  n^ords  of  a  book.  Instead  of  being  the 
time  and  place,  where  the  real  business  of  teaching  is  done,  where 
the  ploughshare  of  interrogation  is  driven  down  into  the  acquire- 
ments of  eaci  pupil,  and  his  ability^  to  comprehend  clearly  is  culti- 
vated and  tested  ;  where  the  difficult  princijflcs  of  each  lesson  are 
developed  and  illustrated,  and  additional  information  imparted  ;  and 
the^mind  of  the  teacher  brought  in  direct  contact  with  the  mind  of 
each  pupil,  to  arouse,  interest  and  direct  its  opening  powers ;  in- 
stead of  all  this  and  more,  the  brief  period  passed  in  recitation,  ' 
consists,  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  of  hearing  each  individual  and 
class,  in  regular  order  and  quick  succession,  repeat  words  from  a 
book  ;  and  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  of  zaying  their  lessons,  as  the 
operation  is  most  significantly  described  by  most  teachers,  when 
they  summon  the  class  to  the  stand.  In  the  meantime  the  order  of 
the  school  must  be  maintained,  and  the  general  business  must  go 
forward.  Little  children,  without  any  authorized  employment  for 
their  eyes  and  hands,  and  ever  active  curiosity,  must  be  made  to 
sit  still,  while  every  muscle  is  aching  from  suppressed  activity,  prob- 
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lems  must  be  solved,  exouaes  for  tardiness  or  absence  received,  ques- 
tions answered,  whisperings  allowed  or  suppressed,  and  more  or  less 
of  extempore  discipline  administered.  Were  it  not  a  most  ruinous 
waste  of  precious  time, — did  it  not  involve  the  deadening,  crushing, 
distorting,  dwarfing  of  immortal  faculties  and  noble  sensibilities, — 
were  it  not  an  utter  perversion  of  the  noble  objects  for  which 
schools  are  instituted,  it  would  be  dilficult  to  conceive  of  a  more  di- 
verting farce  than  an  ordinary  session  of  a  large  public  school, 
whose  chaotic  and  discordant  elements  have  not  been  reduced  to  sys- 
tem by  proper  classification,  The  teacher,  at  least  the  conscientious 
teacher  thinks  it  anything  but  a  farce  to  him.  Compelled  to  hur- 
ry from  one  study  to  another,  requiring  a  knowledge  of  methods  al- 
together distinct,  from  one  recitation  to  another, equally  brief  and  un- 
satisfactory, one  requiring  a  liveliness  of  manner  thaf  he  does  not 
feel  and  cannot  assume,  and  the  other  closeness  of  attention  and  ab- 
straction of  thought,  which  he  cannot  give  amid  the  multiplicity 
and  variety  of  cares,  —  from  one  case  of  discipline  to  another  press- 
ing on  him  at  the  sam^  time, — he  goes  through  the  same  circuit, 
day  after  day,  with  a  dizzy  brain  and  aching  heart,  and  brings  his 
school  to  a  close  with  a  feeling  that  with  all  his  diligence  and  fideli- 
ty he  has  accomplished  but  little  good/' 

The  graded  school  is  the  only  means  by  which  proper  provision  can 
be  made  for  a  proper  classificatiot  of  pupils,  and  for  exercises  and 
modes  of  discipline  adapted  to  those  of  different  ages  and  attainments. 
It  would  also  secure  greater  permanency  in  the  employment  of  teachers 
and  thus,  to  some  extent,  remove  an  evil  from  which  our  schools  so 
generally  suffer.  As  most  of  our  schools  are  at  present  managed,  the 
go  )d  accomplished  is  in  spite  of  the  tendency  of  the  system.  The 
"own  system  of  school  organization  will  make  graded  schools  practic- 
able, and  this  efficient  agency  is  demanded  by  every  consideration 
that  can  influence  those  desirous  of  promoting  the  public  good. 

/  TII. — TEAOnXRS   AND    TXAOHBBS'    WAGES. 

The  number  of  teachers  required  to  teach  the  schools  is  5,060, 
and  the  number  who  have  been  employed  during  the  past  year  is 
8,357.  We  thus  see  the  extent  to  which  t'  e  teachers  of  our  schools 
are  changed.    The  consequences  of  these  frequent  changes  aie  highly 
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injurious.  Tt  is  not  an  uncommoa  practice  to  employ  a  female 
teacher  in  summer  and  a  male  teacher  in  Tfinter,  and  different 
teachers  each  successive  summer  and  winter.  Each  snccessive 
teacher  is  unacquainted  with  the  children  or  their  parents ;  he  is 
ignorant  of  the  methods  pursued  by  his  predecessor,  and  has  himself 
had  but  little  experience  in  teachiog,  and  thus  his  success  is  haz- 
arded, the  progress  of  the  school  retarded,  and  the  confidence  of  his 
employers  not  secured.  Weeks  are  lost  in  vain  attempts  to  effect 
an  organization,  new  methods  and  new  regulations  are  disapproved, 
new  text  books  are  introduced  and  some  of  the  scholars  are  put 
baok  to  review  their  studies,  and  others  are  pushed  forward  into 
.studies  for  which  they  are  not  prepared.  Three  or  four  months  are 
worse  than  wasted,  when  the  school  closes  preparatory  to  another 
change  without  a  step  of  progress. 

While  the  pay  of  teachers  is  less  than  it  ought  to  be,  and  while 
many  of  those  most  competent  are  induced  to  seek  employment  that 
involves  less  labor  and  secures  better  compensation,  there  is  never- 
theless a  steady  increase  in  the  average  salaries, 

The  following  table  shows,  for  the  past  ten  years  :  (1)  the  month- 
ly wages  of  male  teachers  ;  (2)  the  monthly  wages  of  female  teacb- 
ers ;  and  (3)  the  ratio  of  the  wages  of  female  to  the  wages  of  male 
teachers : 

Year. 

1868 • 

1859 

1860 

1881  

1862 

1863 

1864 

1865 

1866 

1867 

The  following  statement  shows  tbo  number  of  certificates  of  each 

grade,  granted  to  male  and  female  teachers  during  the  past  school 

year : 

1st  Grade.  2d  6'de.  8d  OMe.  Total. 

Certificates  of  male  teachers. . .  79  118      1 ,62S      1 ,822 

Certificates  of  female  teachers. .  26  165      4,868      6,069 


Male. 

Female. 

Ratio  per  ct. 

127  02 

$14  92 

66 

22  98 

14  29 

63 

24  20 

16  80 

63 

28  01 

14  62 

63 

26  82 

15  82 

61 

27  11 

16  81 

62 

82  39 

19  43 

60 

86  46 

22  24 

61 

88  63 

24  05 

62 

40  76 

26  84 

64 

Total 105  283       6,493       6,881 
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The  number  of  male  teachers  decreased  dnring  the  war,  but  it  was 
supposed  that  the  number  would  be  relatively  inoreascd  with  the  re- 
turn of  peace. 

The  following  statement  shows  how  far  this  expectation  has  been 
realized :  ^ 

1865.       1866.       1867. 

Certificates  granted  to  male  teachers. .  .^      2 ,090      1 ,808      1 ,822 
Certificates  granted  to  female  teachers!.       4,992      4,806      6,069 

Total i 7,082      6,114      6,881 


While  the  number  of  male  teachers  may  be  expected  to  increase, 
and  that  of  female  teachers  to  diminish  relatively  to  the  whole  num- 
ber employed,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  our  primary  schools 
will  continue  in  charge  of  female  teachers.  No  friend  of  education 
will  regret  that  the  necessities  growing  out  of  the  war  have  demon- 
strated the  superior  fitness  of  women  as  teachers  of  youth.  If  they 
are  well  qualified  by  knowledge  and  training,  their  patience,  tact 
and  fine  instincts  peculiarly  fit  them  to  govern,  influence  Und  instruct 
the  young. 

For  our  grammar  and  high  schools,  however,  we  need,  as  princi- 
pals, men  of  attainments,  character,  experience  and  skill.  The 
work  demanded  in  these  positions  is  difficult,  requiring  a  degree  of 
executive  ability,  as  well  as  a  power  of  endurance  that  women  sel- 
dom possess. 

The  demand  for  well  qualified  teachers  has  been  greater  this  year 
than  ever  before.  The  establishment  of  graded  schools  in  iso  many 
of  our  villages  and  towns  has  created  this  demand  ;  and  teachers 
who  have  furnished  evidence  of  ability  to  properly  conduct  this  class 
of  schools  are  sure  of  permanent  employment  with  good  salaries. 

The  salaries  paid  to  the  principals  of  the  public  schools  in  our 
cities  and  larger  villages  range  from  (1,000  to  91,800. 

VIII.— COUNTY    SUPEKINTBNDBNOT. 

The  number  of  schools  visited  by  the  County  Superintendents,  as 
reported,  is  4,223.  This  is  Bot  to  be  confounded  with  the  nwnher 
of  visits,  which  is  much  greatec. 

Although  there  exists  some  dissatisfaction-  in  connection  with 
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this  office,  in  some  parts  of  tho  State,  we  feci  confident  that  the  o1>- 
jects  sought  by  its  creation  have  been,  in  some  good  degree  secured. 
These  objects  were  : 

1.  A  better  supervision  of  the  schools  bj  an  officer  having  tbe 
authority  and  ability  to  improve  their  condition. 

That  this  object  has  been  secured,  is  generally  acknowledged  by 
those  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  public  schools  six  years 
ago,  and  familiar  with  their  presept  condition.  Improved  methods 
of  instruction  have  been  introduced,  and  better  order  very  generally 
prevails.  Many  of  them  have  been  well  classified,  and  they  have 
been  graded,  where  circumstances  permitted,  so  as  to  secure  eeono- 
omy  and  efficiency  in  their  management.  Courses  of  study  have 
been  adopted  and  extended,  and  in  many  of  tho  country  towns  there 
are  facilities  for  acquiring  an  education,  that  could  never  have  been 
secured  without  intelligent  supervision.  That  there  are  towns  where 
the  schools  are  inferior  to  what  they  were  before  this  system  was 
adopted,  is  not  only  possible,  but  certain.  Under  the  old  system  of 
town  supcrin tendency,  there  were  some  towns  that  secured  a  proper 
supervision  of  their  schools,  but  these  were  the  exceptions.  And, 
that  there  are  counties  under  the  present  system  that  have  very  ia- 
efficiont  Superintendents  may  be  asserted,  and  perhaps  proved  ;  but 
no  person,  who  knows  the  work  that  has  been  done  during  the  past 
year  in  our  State  by  these  officers,  can  doubt,  that  on  the  whole,  all 
has  been  accomplished  that  could  reasonably  have  been  expected, 
and  that  wo  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  our  County  Superintendents, 
for  their  patience,  self-denial,  energy,  and  industry,  that  we  cannot 
pay. 

The  schools  in  our  country  towns  cannot  enjoy  all  the  advanta- 
ges that  favor  the  schools  in  our  cities  and  villages,  but  they  may 
be  improved  by  the  same  means,  and  among  them  none  is  more  im- 
portant than  a  searching,  constant,  and  intelligent  supervision. 

2.  A  careful  and  thorough  examination  of  teachers. 

This  has  been  secured  so  far  as  possible.  The  fact  that  so  mauy 
of  the  teachers  in  our  public  schools  ai*e  not  qualified  in  respect  to 
character,  experience  and  attainments,  is  not  the  fault  of  the  exam- 
ining officer.     It  has  been  absolutely  necessary  to  license  hundteds 

V 
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who  are  illy  fitted  for  their  important  work,  or  to  close  many  of  our 
schools.  The  Inducements  to  engage  in  other  and  more  lucrative 
employments  are  so  strong  as  to  lead  many  of  our  best  teachers  to 
abandon  a  calling  that  barely  affords  the  means  of  living,  and  re. 
moves  all  hope  of  saving  anything  for  the  future.  No  other  class  of 
persons  is  so  poorly  paid,  and  to  no  other  are  there  offered  so  few  in- 
centives to  aim  at  excellence  and  to  achieve  success. 

County  Superintendents  can  not  raise  the  standard  of  attainments 
macli  above  that  wbicb  tbe  people  demand.  Those  who  do  this  are 
almost  sure  to  excite  an  opposition  that  is  too  strong  to  be  withstood. 
A  few  disappointed  teachers  with  their  sympathizing  friends  can 
easily  effect  a  change  in  officers,  and  thus  a  premium  is  offered  to 
time-serving,  incompetent  men,  who  are  always  ready  to  avail  them- 
selves of  BYerj  opportunity  to  secure  by  chicanery  what  they  cannot 
obtain  by  merit.  t 

But  in  spite  of  all  adverse  circumstances,  the  standard  of  attain- 
ments has  been  raised.  Our  teachers  are  better  qualified  than  they 
were  six  years  ago.  In  some  of  the  counties  whore  county  superin- 
tendents have  been  sustained  by  the  peoople,  the  change  for  the 
better  is  too  marked  to  be  questioned.  Salaries  have  been  increased, 
schools  have  been  taught  a  longer  time  during  the  year,  and  teachers 
have  found  permanent  employment.  Incompetent  men  and  women 
have  been  refused  certificates.  Character  has  been  made  a  prerequi- 
site to  employment,  and  ability  and  acquirements  have  become  the 
only  means  of  retaining  it. 

Our  experience  has  not  been  unlike  that  of  other  states,  where 
the  testimony  is  strong,  if  not  unanimous,  that  this  educational 
agency  is  a  necessary  part  of  any  good  school  system.  Hon.  New- 
ton Bateman,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  for  Illinois,  in 
his  last  biennial  report,  says  :  • 

**  County  supervision  of  schools  is  the  right  arm  of  power  in  our 
system.  It  can  not  be  dispensed  with.  It  has  done  more  than  any 
other  agency  to  make  our  schools  what  they  are,  and  its  vitalizing 
influence  is  more  manifest  every  year.  More  and  better  work  has 
been  done  by  it  the  past  year  than  in  any  other  year  since  the  sys- 
tem was  established.  Some  of  the  counties  have  been  almost  revo- 
lutionized in  respect  to  schools  and  education  during  the  past  year, 
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and  the  county  superintendents  have  done  it.  They  have  virited 
the  schools,  visited  the  parents,  held  institutes,  addressed  the  peo- 
ple, issued  circulars,  written  for  the  press,  published  reports,  and 
mightily  awakened  and  quickened  the  public  mind..  By  their  influ- 
ence and  efforts  districts  have  been  consolidated,  schools  have  been 
graded,  superior  teachers  employed,  courses  of  study  perfected,  con- 
troversies settled,  school-houses  built  and  furnished,  and  the  whole 
aspect  of  educational  affairs  changed  for  the  better.  I  know  that 
these  things  are  so,  because  I  have  seen  them.  I  have  visited  many 
of  these  good  and  true  men, in  the  scenes  of  their  labors,  and  wit- 
nessed the  results  that  I  describe.  I  declare  my  belief  that  the 
destruction  or  crippling  of  the  county  superintcndency  would  be  the 
severest  blow  that  could  fall  upon  our  common  schools." 

Similar  testimony  can  be  found  in  the  annual  school  reports  of 
every  state  where  the  system  bus  been  established. 

A  meeting  of  tbe  county  superintendents  of  the  state  was  held  at 
La  Crosse,  on  the  23d  of  July  last,  pursuant  to  a  call  issued  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  The  meeting  was  harmoni- 
ous io  its  action  and  profitable  to  those  in  attendance.  The  experi- 
ence of  the  more  successful  was  made  instructive  to  those  needing 
advice  and  encouragement ;  and  plans  for  work,  methods  of  con- 
ducting examinations,  and  measures  calculated  to  awaken  interest 
among  parents  and  teachers  were  discussed. 

The  resolutions  adopted  by  the  convention  will  be  found  among 
the  proceedings,  which  are  published  in  the  appendix. 

IX.-^B0H00L-H0USBB. 

The  number  pf  public  school-houses  in  the  state  is  4567,  which  is 
in  more  than  the  number  reported  last  year.  Of  these  451  an 
built  of  stone  or  brick,  showing  an  increase  of  41  during  tho  past 
year.  The  number  reported  with  outhouses  in  good  condition  is 
1867,  or  241  more  than  in  1866.  The  number  ^nth  sites  containing 
one  acre  or  more  is  946,  while  8621  sites^are  each  less  than  one  aore  in 
size.  The  number  of  sites  well  enclosed  is  908,  or  about  one  in 
five.  The  number  of  schdlars  that  can  be  accommodated  in  the 
public  schools  is  259,284. 
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Many  of  the  Behool  buildingB .  erected  during  the  past  year,  in 
design,  arrangement  and  location,  show  an  increasing  appreciation 
of  the  art  of  architecture,  and  thus  famish  evidence  of  true  social 
progress.  The  educating  influence  of  public  buildings  is  never  over- 
looked by  an  intelligent  community,  and  the  vandalism  that  mars  or 
injures  them  is  as  much  an  effect  as  a  cause  of  indifference  toward 
that  art  that  has  always  marked  a  high  civilization. 

The  following  cities  and  villages  contain  each  a  school-house  and 
site,  valued  at  $10,000  or  more  : 

Jauesville,  highest  valuation  of  school  house, f  60 ,000  00 

Fond  du  Lao, do do 34,000  00 

Milwaukee, do do 33, 000  00 

La  Crosse, do do 18,000  00 

Watertown,. do do 17,000  00 

Lancaster, do do 16,600  00 

Delavan, do do 16,200  00 

Beloit, do do 15,000  00 

Kenosha do do 16,000  00 

Madison, do do 15,000  00 

Sheboygan, do do 14,000  00 

Trempealeau, do do 12,000  00 

Ft.  Atkinson, do do U,000  00 

Horicon, do do 10,800  00 

Platteville do do 10, 600  00 

Chippewa  Falls,...  do do .* 10,000  00 

Mi Peral  Point,   ...do do 10,000  00 

Fortage  City, do , . . .  .do U  ,000  00 


There  are  school-houses  in  SAcine,  Geneva,  Lake  Mills,  and  Elk- 
horn,  not  reported,  valued  at  more  than  $10,000  each,  and  steps 
have  been  taken  to  erect  buildings  at-Baraboo,  Oshkosh  and  White> 
water,  which  will  cost  from  $16,000  to  $30,000  each. 

The  amounts  annually  expended  for  school  buildings  have  increased, 
since  the  close  of  the  war,  and  furnish  evidence  of  that  deepening 
interest  that  promises  so  much  for  the  fature. 

For  the  years  from  1861  to  1864  inclusive,  the  average  amount 
annually  expended  was  $86,203.;  but,  the  amount  levied  in  1865, 
as  reported  in  1866,  was  $174,903.  The  amount  for  the  year  end- 
ing August  31,  1867,  is  $349,594. 

These  figures  tell  in  emphatic  language  the  lesson  that  the  people 
have  learned  by  the  terrible  civil  conflict  through  which  they  have 
passed.     While  the  country  was  struggling  for  existence,  th«^  could  . 
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only  afford  a  tax  of  $86,203,  annually,  but,  no  sooner  bad  peace 
smiled,  than '  they  doubled  this  amount,  and,  the  next  year,  more 
than  quadrupled  it. 

The  cash  value  of  school-houses  and  school-house  sites  as  reported 
for  1866  and  1867,  is  as  follows  : 

1866.  1867. 

Gash  value  of  Bchool-honses |l,  768, 91*7  00    $2,189,159  00 

Cash  valueof  sites 277,727  00  a33,567  00 

Total $2,041,644  00    $2,522,726  00 


X. — SOHOOl.  APPARATUS. 


The  Talue  of  school  apparatus,  as  reported,  is  $84,432*  Many  of 
our  schools  are  furnished  with  globes,,  outline  maps  and  charts, 
while  some  are  provided  with  apparatus  for  illustrating  the  truths 
of  chemistry  and  natural  philosophy. 


XI. — SCHOOL  DISTRICT  LIBRARIES. 

The  returns  show  that  the  present  library  system  is  a  failure,  so 
far  as  most  of  the  districts  of  the  State  are  concerned.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  Legislature  was  called  to  this  subject  in  the  report  from 
this  departmenf,  for  1866.  By  a  comparison  of  the  returns  for  the 
past  two  years  it  is  obvious  that  we  cannot  hope  tu  secure  the  bene, 
fits  of  ohe^of  the  most  efficient  educating  agencies  of  the  present 
day,  until  we  provide  for  town  libraries. 

1866.  1867. 

Numberof  volumes  added  during  the  year 926  718 

Amount  expended  for  libraries  during  the  year $1 ,  149  |1 ,098 

Whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  district  libraries..  26,667  23,758 

Gash  value  of* school  district  libraries $21 ,898  $19,508 


The  adoption  of  the  town  organization  for  the  management  of  the 
public  schools  would  lead  to  the  establishment  of  town  libraries,  but 
until  this  system  is  secured  there  is  little  probability  that  the  annu- 
al returns  will  show  any  increased  interest  in  providing  suitable 
books  for  the  young. 
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XII. — PRIYATS   SCHOOLS. 

In  those  villages  and  cities  where  the  public  schools  are  well  con* 
ducted,  there  are  few  *'  private  schools/'  and  the  numbers  in  at- 
tendance are  annually  diminishing,  but  where  the  public  schools  are 
taught  by  incompetent  teachers,  or  where  they  are  crowded,  or  under 
inefficient  supervision,  parents  naturally  provide  for  the  education 
of  their  children  by  individual  enterprise. 

While  any  good  school,  public  or  private,  should  be  sustained,  we 
think  that  true  educational  progress  is  usually  measured  by  the  de- 
gree of  interest  manifested  in  supporting  the  public  schools,  and  in 
almost  any  community,  the  public  school,  if  it  is  as  good  a^  the  pri- 
vate school,  will  push  the  latter  from  the  ground.  The  true  friends 
of  education  will  hail  with  sincere  gratification  all  good  schools,  and 
will  labor  to  make  the  public  schools  so  good  that  private  schools 
cannot  successfully  compete  with  them. 

The  returns  indicate  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
these  schools,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  whole  number  was  not  cor- 
rectly reported  in  1866 : 

1866.         1867. 

Whole  number  of  private  schools, ....       819  886 

Number  of  teachers, 890  571 

Number  of  pupils  registered, ^,760      18,403 

The  returns  in .  regard  to  average  daily  attendance  are  entirely 
unreliable  and  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  accurate  information  in  regard 
to  this  class  of  schools. 

ZIII. — AOADBMIBS. 

The  returns  for  the  past  year  do  not  indicate  any  increase  in  the 
number  of  the  academies,  and  the  receipts  from  tuition  are  somewhat 
diminished.  •*  Milton  Academy,"  so  widely  and  so  favorivbly  known 
has  become  Milton  College,  and  is  carrying  forward  the  same  good 
work  in  ^hioh  it  has  been  so  long  engaged.  The  few  institutions  of 
this  class  in  our  state,  are  among  our  best  schools.  They  are  to  our 
country  towns  what  the  High  Schools  are  to  the  cities.  They  afford 
to  many  the  advantages  for  obtaining  a  good  education,  which  the. 
lingraded  public  schoi^l  cannot  provide,  and  every  friend  of  education 
would  rejoice  to  see  them  more  prosperous  than  they  are. 
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The  following  statement  is  compiled  from  the  returns  made  in 
accordance  with  chapter  27  of  the  General  Laws  of  1866  : 

Number  of  academies, 1 9 

Number  of  students  during  the  year, 1 ,495 

Cash  value  of  land, 118,000 

Cash  value  of  buildings, 114,800 

Amount  of  income  except  tuition, 1 ,  687 

Amount  of  tuition  fees,, 16,282 


Xiy. — OOLLBOES    AND   TTNIYEBSITIES. 

The  prosperity  of  our  colleges  and  universities  is  one  of  the  most 
cheering  signs  of  educational  progress.  Although  they  have  not 
been  the  objects  of  a  munificence  so  princely  as  have  some  of  the 
colleges  of  the  older  states,  yet  they  have  been  able  to  increase  their 
corps  of  instructors,  erect  new  buildings,  add  new  departments  of 
study  and  provide  better  laboratories  and  libraries  for  the  use  of 
their  students. 

The  following  statement  embraces  the  principal  statistics  reported 
to  this  department  as  required  by  law  : 

Number  of  colleges  reported, 7 

Number  of  members  of  facultie's 58 

Number  graduated  at  last  commencement, 69 

Whole  number  of  graduates, 894 

Number  of  students  in  senior  classes, 61 

.  ..do do junior  classes 66 

.  ..do do sophomore, ISO 

. .  .do do s.  freshmen, 187 

. .  .do do preparatory-  departments, 1,081 

Number  of  acres  of  hind  owned  by  the  institutions, 344 , 447 

Cash  value  of  lands, $879,019 

.  .do.  .do... .  buildings, 846,600 

Amount  of  endowment  funds  except  real  estate, 899 ,849 

Amount  of  income  from  tuition, 71,866 

...do do.... do.,  other  sources, 88,287 


The  Institutions  from  which  reports  have  been  received  are  Be* 
loit  College,  ^Lawrence  University,  Milton  College,  Prairie  du  Ghien 
College,  Racine  College,  Wisconsin  Female  College,  and  the  State, 
University. 
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XT. — TOTAL    NT7MBBIV  ATTINDI^G   SOHOOL. 

Number  aUending  the  public  schools 289,945 

....do do Normal  School 264 

....do do. ..  .Colleges   and   UniversitieB 1,484 

. . .  .do do. . .  .Academies 1 ,495 

....do do...  .Private   schools 18,403 

do do. ..  .Soldiers*  Orphans'  Home 280 

Total : 261,871 


If  the  nambers  in  the  Keform  School,  t^e  benevolent  institutions 
of  the  State,  and  the   Orphan  Asylums  of  Milwaukee  are   added  to 
the  foregoing,  we  fincf  that  at  least  262,0 JO   of  the  youth  of  the* 
State  ha vQ^ received  more  or  less  school  instruction  during  the  past ' 
year.     We  may,  from  data  collected  in  the  reports,  form  an  esti- 
mati)  of  the  amount  of  absenteeism. 

The  whole  number  of  persons  over  4  and  under  20  years  of  age 
in  the  State  is  371,083.  From  this  number  let  us  deduct  for  the 
blind,  deaf  and  dumb,  insane,  idiotic  and  others  unable,  from  vari- 
ous causes,  to  attend  school  in  any  one  year,  10  per  cent.  This 
reduces  the  number  to  333,776.  From  this  number  we  have  to  de- 
duct those  oyer  4  and  under  20  years  of  age,  who  have  attended 
the  public  schools,  together  with  those  who  attended  private 
schools,  Academies,  Colleges,  the  Normal  School,  and  those  in  the 
Soldiers'  Orphans'  Home,  the  Reform  School  and  the  other  public 
and  private  benevolent  institutions  in  the  State,  leaving  an  aggre- 
g  of  255,631,  which  shows  that  78,344  persons  over  4  and  un- 
der 20  years  of  age  have  not  been  in  school  during  the  past  year. 

But  as  no  child  should  attend  school  until  he  is  6  years  of  age, 
and  as  very  few  can  after  they  are  17,  let  us  ascertain  the  number 
between  these  ages.  The  number  over  4  and  under  6  years  of  age 
together  with  the  number  over  17  and  less  than  20  years  of  age  is 
31.26  per  cent,  of  the  number  between  the  ages  of  4  and  20  years  : 
hence  the  number  over  6  and  less  than  17  years  of  age,  who  have 
not  attended  any  of  the  schools  reported  to  this  Department  during 
the  past  year  is  53,858.  After  making  liberal  deductions  for  those 
attending  private  and  denominational  schools  not  reported  ;  for  those 
living  where  public  schools  are  not  yet  organized ;  and  for  those 
enumerated,  but  whose  parents  have  not  been  able  to  send  them  to 
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school  during  the  past  year,  or  who  are  receiving  their  edncation  at 
home,  we  must  conclude  that  at  least  25,000  jpcr«07w  over  6  and  un- 
der 17  years  of  age,  who  ought  to  have  been  attending  the  schools 
during  the  last  year  have  not  attended  them  a  single  aay.  We 
are  not  to  infer  from  this  dednction  that  so  large  a  number  are  year 
after  year  growing  up  in  ignorance,  for  some  of  these  will  doubtless 
attend  school  next  year  ;  but,  in  whatever  light  we  view  the  fact, 
we  cannot  escape  the  conviction  that  it  is  from  this  part  of  our  pop- 
illation,  that  our  criminals  will  come,  and  that  to  punish  and  reform 
them  then,  will  cobt  much  more  than  it  would  to  educate  them  now. 


FINANCIAL  STATISTICS.  ^ 

•The  amount  received  during  the  year  ending  August  31,  1867, 
for  the  support  of  public  schools,  as  reported  by  county  superin- 
tendents, is  as  follows : 

BBCEIPTS. 

Money  on  hand  August  31,  1866 1209,128 

From  taxes  levied  for  buiHing  and  repairing 838,034 

From  taxes  levi«*d  for  teachers'  wages 725 ,464 

From  taxes  levied  for  apparatus  and  library 11  ^758 

From  taxes  levied  at  annual  town  meeting 91,140 

From  taxes  levied  by  county  supervisors 168,622 

From  income  of  school  fund 168,818 

From  all  other  sources 168,260 

Total  receipts,  1867 $1 ,860,924 


EZPENDITUKXS. 

For  building  and  repairing $849, 594 

For  apparatus  and  library R ,  117 

For  services  of  male  teachers 881 ,  91 1 

For  services  of  female  teachers 692 , 778 

For  old  indebtedness 63 ,  640 

For  furniture,  registers  and  records 22, 128 

For  all  other  purposes 166, 344 

Total  expenditures,  1 867 |1 , 521 , 412 

Money  on  hand  [estimated]  August  31,  1867 839,612 

Total ,  money  on  band  and  expenditures $1 ,  860 ,  924 


Deducting  from  total  receipts  for  1867,  the  amount  on  hand  Au- 
gust 31,  1866,  and  the  amount  of  income  of  the  school  fund  as  re- 
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ported,  and  we  find  the  amount  raised  by  tax  for  pnblie  sohools,  in 
1866,  to  be  $1,503,378.  This  is  $391,059  more  than  was  raised 
the  preceding  year. 

The  following  statement  shows  (1)  the  aggregate  valuation  of  the 
property  of  thestate  from  1867  to  1866,  inclusive,  (2)  .'he  amounts 
annuaUy  raised  by  tax  for  the  support  of  public  s*"  ind,  (8) 

the  number  of  mills  raised  for  each  dollar  of  va^      i  >n 

1857 160,000,0^  '  ^,161  0.86 

1858  176,000,0  ^47,919  0.84 

1859  168,620,28b  464,261  2.69 

Icrf.O   184,062,686  402,766  2,19 

1861   180,984,864  728,1S0  4.00 

1862  1^2,607,222  679,798.  8.72 

1868  168,071,778  821,869  6.86 

1864  162,662,762'  908,162  6.94 

1866  166,416,297  1,112,819  7.11 

1866 162,380,168  1,608,878  9.20 


I. — COST   OF    INSTRUOTIOM. 

The  amount  raised  by  tax  for  each  person  over  four  and  nnder  20 

years  of  age  in  i866,  was |4  08 

The  amount  expended  for  each  person  of  school  aee  in  1867,  was    4  09 
The  amount  expended  for  each  person  registered  in  the  public 

schools 6  84 


The  average  cost  of  txdtion  per  dajr^  including  expenses. 

In  1867  $0,089 

In  1866 ' 0,076 

Increase $0,018 


Average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  (of  22  days),  —  ^ 

Inl867  $1  96 

In  1866 i 1  67 

Increase $0  29 


II.— BDUOATIONAL   TUNDS. 

The  productive  educational  trust  funds  of  the  State  were,  on  the 

80th  day  of  September,  1867,  as  follows  : 

Common  School  Fund /. .' $2,096, 807  60 

University  Fund 198,884  88 

Normal  School  Fund 602, 791  92 

Agricultural  College  Fund 18 ,417  00 

Total $2,911,401  40 
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These  funds  are  drawing  interest  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent, 
per  annum,  and  are  invested  as  follows : 

In  certificates  of  salea $726,647  86 

In  mortgages 284 ,  563  54 

In  certificates  of  State  indebtedness 1  ,'877 ,400  00 

In  Dane  county  bonds 22,800  00 

Total 12,911,401  40 


By  the  courtesy  of  J.  A.  Bate,  Esq.,  chief  clerk  of  the  Land 
Office,  I  am  enabled  to  furnish  the  following  statement  of  the  nou- 
productive  educational  trust  funds,  consisting  of  lands  owned  by  the 
State,  and  for  sale,  September  80,  1867  : 

Belonging  to  the  So^ool  Fund 418,897.22  acres. 

do do . . . University  Fund 14 , 991 . 77  acres. 

do do... Normal  School  Fund    480,620.79  acres. 

do do. .  .Agricultural  College  Fund 228,869.85  acres. 

Total  lands  for  sale 1 ,  133 ,279 . 68  acres. 


There  are  in  addition  to  the  foregoing,  70,000  acres  of  land  to  be 
equally  divided  between  the  Drainage  and  Normal  School  Funds, 
which  have  not  yet  been  brought  into  market. 

ni. — SOHOOL   lUND. 

The  school  fund  consists  of — 

1.  The  proceeds  of  all  lands  that  have  been  or  hereafter  may  be 

granted  by  the  United  States  to  this  state  for  educational 
purposes,  (except  thd  lands  granted  for  the  purposes  of  a 
University. 

2.  All  moneys,  and  the  clear  |>roceeds  of  all  property  that  may  ac- 

crue to  the  state  by  forfeiture  or  escheat. 

3.  All  moneys  that  may  be  paid  as  an  equivalent  for  exemption 

from  military  duty. 

4.  The  clear  proceeds  of  all  fines  oollebted  in  the  several  counties 

for  any  breach  of  the  penal  laws. 

5.  All  moneys  arising  from  /iny  grant  to  the  state  where  the  pur- 

poses of  such  grant  ^e  not  specified. 
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6.  The  five  handreii  thousand  aores  of  land  granted  by  OongresB 

under  an  act  approved  September  4,  1841 ;  and 

7.  The  five  per  centum  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public 

lands  within  the  state. 

The  productive  School  Fund,  on  the  30th  of  September,  1867,  was 
as  follows : 

Amount  due  on  certificates  of  sale, |5B5)015  66 

Amount  due  on  mortgages, 166 ,  892  04 

Certificates  of  State  indebtedness, 1 ,894,900  00 

Total $2,096,807  6(0 


This  amount  is  $18,584  67  less  than'  the  amount  reported  last 
year,  but  as  an  overpayment  of  9^0,708  25  was  included  in  the 
productive  fund  of  1866,  and  which  has  since  been  refunded,  there  is 
an  actual  increase  of  the  fund,  (after  deducting  $852  01  paid  to 
counties  for  taxes  collected  by  the  state,  and  $1,047  78  refunded  for 
overpayments  in  the  transactions  of  the  past  year)  Of  $85,118  68 — 
and  there  remains  a  balance  not  yet  invested  of  $81,869  25. 

The  amount  due  on  certificates  of  sales  is  $19,835  18  less  than 
was  reported  last  year,  and  the  amount  due  on  mortgages  is 
$26,249  39  less.  These  changes  will  be  understood  from  the  fol- 
lowing statement  : 

Amount  due  on  certificates  of  sale,  Sept  80, 1866  $554,860  74     

Decrease  by  forfeitures 180,227  70     

Decrease  by  payments 48,289  14     

•         $78  466  84     •. 

$475,888  90     

Increase  by  sales— new  certificates 69, 181  66     

Amount  due  on  certificates,  Sept.  SO,  1867,     $686,015  5<l 

Amount  due  on  mortgages,  Sept.  80,  1866, . . .       $192 , 641  48     ^ . . 

Decrease  by  forfeitures $5 ,696  00 

Decrease  by  payments 20 ,658  89     

$26,249  89     

Amount  due  on  mortgages,  Sept.  80,1867, '- —      $166,892  04^ 


The  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  school  fond  during  the  past 
fiscal  year  were  as  follows :  \ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


26 

Heceipts. 

Salesof  land |8d,957  32 

Dues  on  certificates 48, 6^  14 

Pajmentfl  on  mortgages 20 ,  720  94 

Taxes 675  06 

Penalties 1,566  87 

Fines 2 ,866  86 

From  five  per  centum  ftnd 5,674  11 


f.  Total  receipts $113,972  29     

Dttburtements. 

Oounties — taxes  collected , .  1352  01 

Refunded  over-payments .1 ,047  79 

$1,899  79 

Ovei^payments,    1866 ^ 80,708  26 

Balance,  Sept.  80,  1867 81,869  25 

$118,972  29  $118,972  29 


If  to  the  prodaotiye  Bohool  fund,  as  reported  by  the  Secretary  of 

State,  be  added  one-foortli  of  the  productive  normal  school  fond,  the 

income  of  which  is  annually  apportioned  with  the  income  of  the 

school  fund,  the  amount  of  the  fund,  inteiest  on  which  at  7  per  cent. 

will  be  apportioned  in  June.  U68,  is  as  follows  : 

Reported  by  Secretary  of  State $2, 096 ,807  60 

Amount  due  school  fund  on  account  of  five  per  cent.  fund. . .  101,262  38 

One-fourth  of  normal  school  fund 160,697  98 

Total $2,848,267  91 

The  amounts  reported  annually,  as  productive  school  fund,  during 
the  past  nineteen  years,  have  been  as  follows  : 

1849 $8,600  00 

1860 648,094  41 

1861 ^ 766,109  49 

1862 819,200  50 

1868 1,141,804  28 

1864 1,670,258  77 

1866 1,897,269  80 

1866 1,859,242  82 

1867 2,007;944  15 

186% 2,846,846  84 

1869 i... ; 2,786,767  08 

1860 2,889,694  49 

1861 2,468,861  49 

1862 2,219,906  69 

1868 2,262,466  16 

1864 2,118,428  56 

1865 2,118,606  82 

1866 2,892,904  48 

1867 2,848,267  91 
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The  school  fund  will  increase  slowly  in  the  future.  It  should  be 
increased  bj  eyery  practicable  means.  It  is  believod  that  the 
amount  received  from  fines  for  yiolation  of  penal  laws  is  less  than  it 
would  be,  were  the  laws  so  framed  as  to  secure  to  the  fund  what 
justly  belongs  to  it.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  only  $2,846 
08  was  obtained  from  this  source  during  the  past  year,  and  still 
more  difficult  to  see  why  several  of  the  most  populous  counties  in 
the  state  have  not  contributed  any  part  of  this  small  amount.  The 
attention  of  the  Legislature  is  respectfully  called  to  tbe  statement 
of  *'  fines"  received  from  the  several  counties,  which  is  published  in 
the  report  of  the  State  Treasurer,  for  the  last  fiscal  year. 

IV.  ^SCHOOL  yUND  INOOIOI. 

The  amount  apportioned  by  the  Superintendent  of  PubUo  Instruc- 
tion, and  certified  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  l6th  of  June, 
1867,  was  }166,710  41. 

The  apportionment  was  forty-seven  cents  per  scholar.  A  detail- 
ed statement  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 

The  annual  apportionments,  from  1849  to  1867  inclusive,  are  as 
follows : 

Years*  Ko.  of  Children.    Apportionment. 

1849 - 70,45* 

1850 92,647  S  8-10  cents  per  scholar. 

1861 111,481     60 do 

1852 124,788    48 do 

1^68 188,279  46 do 

1864 166,126  72 do 

1856 186,960  80  6-10 do 

1866 218,886  70 ..do 

1857...; » 241,646  66 do 

1838 264,977  76 do 

1869..' 278,871  64 do 1 

1860 *..  288,984  64 do 

1861 299,782  82 do 

1862 808,666  60 do 

1868 820,966  44 do 

1 864 829 ,  906  47 do 

1866 889,024  46 do 

1866 854,617  45 do 

1867 871,088  »  47. . . .. . . .do 


# 


The  apportionment  for  eaoh  year  is  made  upon  the  returns  of  the 
preceding  year  ;  benco  the  amount  apportioned  for  any  one  year  will 
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be  found  by  multiplying  the  number  of  children  reported  the  pre- 
ceding year  by  the  number  of  cents  per  scholar  apportioned  that 
%  year. 

The  foUoTring  is  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements 
of  the  school  fund  income  as  reported  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  year  ending  September  80,  1867. 

Receipti,  \ 

Interest  on  principal  due  on  lands |56,7l9  96  

Interest  on  certificates  of  indebtedness,.-. ...  9*7 ,  643  00  

Interest  as  per  chap.  '79,  laws  of  1866, 7 ,086  86  

25  per  cent,  income  N.  S.  fd.  ch.  26,  laws  1866.  9,553  70  

Sale  Webster's  dictionaries. 60  60  

Costs  on  suits  refunded 32  45  


$166,097  97 

Disburiements. 

Apportionment  bv  State  Superintendent $166,619  70 

Advertising 10  00 

Clerk  hire 200  00 

For  Webster's  Dictionaries 1,200  00 

Refunded  on  account  of  oyerpayment 1 ,608  84 

$165,097  97  $169,633  54 

Balance  Sept.  30,  1866 2,477  88     

Over  payment,  Sept  8,  1867 1,962  74     : 


$69,638  54         $69,638  64 


lY. NORMAL  SCHOOL  TUNB. 

The  produotiye  portion  of  this  fnnd  consists  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  lands  set  apart  for  the  support  of  Normal  Schools,  ij 
chapter  587  of  the  General  Laws  of  1865.  and  on  the  30th  day  of 
September,  1S67,  was  as  follows  : 

Amount  due  on  certificates  of  sale • $11(^,022  42 

Amount  due  on  mortgages Ill,  269  50 

Certificates  of  indebtedness 381 ,500  00 

Total  ppoductiye fund $602, 791  92 


Seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  income  of  this  fnnd  constitutes  the 
Normal  S|||iool  Fund  income,  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  is  annually 
transferred  to  the  income  of  the  school  fund. 

The  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Normal  School  Fund,  for 
the  last  fiscal  year,  were  as  follows  : 
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Beceipts. 

Sales  of  lands |20,946  89     

Daes  on  certificates 11,79100     

lioans  paid  on  mortgages 15 ,977  00     .  •• 

Penalty 587  77     

Sales  of  timber  and  logs 158  34     

Delinquent  tax  refunded 119     ». 

Total  receipts 149,410  69  • 

DisbtarteTnenti. 

Invested  in  state  bonds $85 ,  500  00 

Delinquent  tax 59  96 

Refunded  for  oyerpayment 232  57 

TransCprred  to  delinquent  tax  fund 5  04 


149,410  69  $85,797  67 

Overpayment,  September  80,  1866 5,446  88 

Balance,  September  80,  1867 8,166  79 

149,410  69  149,410  69 


I 
T. ^NORMAL  BOHOOL  YUNB  INOOMS. 

The  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Income  of  the  Normal 
School  'Fund,  as  reported  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  year 
ending  September  80,  1867»  were  as  follows  : 

Receipts, 

Interest  on  principal  due  on  lands  and  loans. .        $14 ,715  89     

Interest  on  certificates  of  indebtedness 24 ,  220  00     


$38,985  39 


Dishvr$eme7U». 


Transfer  to  Whitewater  Normal  School  building 

fujid $18,000  00 

Expense  of  regents  attending  meetings  of  the 

board 210  61 

Salaries  of  proff^ssora  and  teachers  of  Platte- 

Tille  Normal  School 2,448  65 

Transfer  to  Piatteville  Normal  School  fund  for 

building 15,000  00 

Protecting  lands 67  82 

Advertising 208  20 

Miscellaneous 80,018  74 

$88,935  89  $72,081  75 

Balance,  September  30, 1866. 56,940  20     

Balance,  September  80, 1867 27,843  84 

$95,875  59  $95,875  59 
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« 

The  following  is  a  detailed  statement  of  the  disbtirsements  from 
this  fund,  with  a  classification  of  the  accounts  audited  and  paid  up 
to  September  30,  1867: 

Disbursements. 

ACCOUNTS   ATTDITID   AND   PAID. 

.  JB3q)mie»  ofjR^erUs  aUending  meeUngt  of  Board, 

0.  0.  Sholes $5  50     

S.  A.  White 

Hanmer  RobbinB ; 

William  Starr 

William  E.  Smith 

J.  £.  Thomas 

kenry  Lines 

Nelson  Williams 


23  41 

96  00 

18  76 

2  00 

30  10 

88  66 

7  20 

1810  61 


Solaria  of  JProfenort  and  Teaehtrt^  PUxUmUe  Normal  School. 

Ohartes  H.  Allen • |2,000  00  .... 

Geo.  M.  Guernsey :  1,250  00  .... 

J.  Wernli 1,375  00  .... 

Mies  Fanny  Joslyn 626  00  

Miss  E.  M.  Sprague '        833  33  


6,188  38 


ExpenMM  of  HatteviHe  Normal  School. 

Henry  Treganowan,  janitor |276  00 

0.  H.  Allen,  services 100  00 

Hanmer  Bobbins,  carpets  and  furniture .'  1 ,  100  00 

do wood '. 270  00 

...  .do supplies 85  66 

A.  0.  Murphy, do 17  00 

Randolph  Snowden,  repairs 47  00 

F.  W.  Case,  books 99  00 

G.  P.  Randall,  architect 460  00 

Protecting  Lands. 

C.  B.Jackson flO  87 

A.  0.  Stuntz 89  46 

Edward  Sears IV  60 

Advertiainff. 

Brannan  &  Turner |6  04 

J.  0.  Cover 8  05 

Finney&  Davis 6  00 

Geo.  Hyer  &  Co 20  56 

William  Hill 4  00 

Lyon&  Paul -  27  75 

M.  M.  Pomeroy 1  00 

Robinson  &  Bro 8  00 

Smith&Bryant 6  10 

J.  B.  &H.  M.  Stocking 6  00 

Chicago  Republican 48  76 

Jermain  &  Brightman 41  00 

George  H.Shaw 19  00 

Brown  &  Smitharst 6  40 


2,443  65 


67  83 


206  SO 
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Miacdhneous. 

Atwood  k  'RMee,  printing  and  adyertising. ...  |65  50     

Samuel  I>.  Hastingfl,  clerk  treasurer's  oflBce. . . .  100  00     

Wm.  E.  Smitfi^  expense  recording  deedd 4  00     

F.  W.  Case,  work  for  regents 8  76     

E.  S.  Garr,  expense  attending  instiUite 12  SO     

E.  F.  Hobart do do 15  05     

J.  C.  Pickard do .,..,do 20  80     ;.. 

School  fund  income,  sec.  6,  chap.  637,  G.  L.  1865  9, 568  70  * 

Platteville,  nor.  sch.  building  fund,  L,  1866  &  *67  15 ,000  00     

Whitewater do do do 88,000  00     

Refunded  on  account  of  over  payment  of  interest  253  64  68,018  74 

Total  accounts  ludited  and  paid $72,031  75 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  116,  of  the  General  Laws  of  1866, 
the  sum  of  $10,000  was  transferred  from  the  income  of  the  Normal 
School  Fund  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  building  at  Platte- 
yille,  and  the  same  amount  for  the  same  purpose  at  Whitewater. 
Chapter  118  of  the  General  Laws  of  1867  authorized  the  transfer  of 
$8,000  in  additionHo  Whitewater  normal  school  and  of  $5,000  to 
Platteville  normal  school.  As  this  money  will  all  be  required  for 
the  purpose  indicated,  the  transfer  has  been  made  on  the  bookj  of 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 


yi. — WHITSWATSR   NORMAL    SOHOOL  ^BUILDING  VUND. 

Under  an  arrangement  with  the  Board  of  Regents  of  Normal 
Schools,  the  city  of  Whitewater  deposited  $25,000  with  the  State 
Treasurer,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  location  of  a  Normal 
School  at  that  place,  and  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  suitable 
building.  The  legislature  by  chapter  116  of  the  General  Laws  of 
1866,  and  chapter  118  of  the  General  Laws  of  1867,  authorized  the 
transfer  of  $18,000  from  the  Normal  School  Fund  Income  for  the 
same  purpose.  In  this  manner,  the  receipts  into  this  fund  are 
accounted  for. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  account : 

Receipts, 

Donated  by  village  of  Whitewater $25,000  00 

Transferred  from  normal  school  income  by  authority,  laws  1866  and 

1867 18,000  00 

Total $48,000  00 
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D%Awr$emenJti, 

G.  P.  Randall,  architect $279  85 

N.  M.  Littlejohn,  labor  and  materials. 24 ,701  46 

S.  A.  White,  labor  and  maieriala 8^000  00 

Smith  &  Bryant,  ndvertising 6  20 

Thompson  k  Roberts,  advertising. . . .  # .  .^ 9  95 

Total  disbursements $27,996  46 

Balance  September  80,  18e7 15,008  54 

$48,000  00 


YII. — PLATTITILLB   NOBMAL    SCHOOL   BUILDING   FOND. 

The  legislature  by  the  provisions  of  chapter  116  of  the  genenJ 
laws  of  1866,  and  of  chapter  118  of  the  general  laws  of  1867i 
authorized  the  use  of  915,000  of  the  Normal  School  Fund  Income 
for  the  completion  of  the  buildings  at  Platteville.  This  amonnt 
has  been  transferred  to  this  account. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  account : 

Receipts, 

Transferred  from  Normal  School  Fund  Income  by  authority  of 

laws  of  1866  and  1867 $16,000  00 

DUhwrnementt. 

H.  Bobbins,  labor  and  materials  on  contract $8,227  60 

W.  £.  Smith,  labor  and  materials  on  contract 4,082  40 

Total  disbursements $7,810  00 

Balance  September  80,  1867 ' 7,690  00 

$16,000  00 


The  annual  statements  of  the  condition  of  the  UniYersity  Fund, 
the  Agricultural  College  Fund,  and  the  incomes  of  these  funds  will 
be  found  in  connection  with  the  report  of  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Eegents  of  the  University,  which  is  published  in  the  appendix. 


Tin. — WBBSIBB'S   DIOTIONABT. 


The  number  of  copies  of  Webster's  Dictionary  purchased  of 
Messrs.  G.  &  C.  Merriam,  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,   under 
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authority  of  chapter  16  and  chapter  106  of  the  General  Laws  of 
1867,  is  one  hundred  and  fifty.  Of  these  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  copies  have  been  distributed  to  districts  heretofore  unsupplied, 
and  thirteen  copies  have  been  sold  to  districts  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  chapter  32  of  the  G-eneral  Laws  of  1867. 

Receipts  from  the  proper  officers  are  on  file  in  this  office  for  al^ 
distributed  to  unsupplied  districts,  except  for  those  sent  out  so 
recently,  that  sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed  to  secure  the  return  of 
proper  vouchers  It  is  believed  that  all  have  reached  those  to 
whom  they  were  sent.  For  those  sold  receipts  are  on  file,  the 
money  having  been  paid  into  the' State  Treasury  according  to  law. 

There  are  eight  copies  on  hand,  and  an  appropriation  sufficient 
to  purchase  one  hundred  and  fifty  copies  is  recommended. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  number  distributed  and  of  the  num- 
ber sold,  and  of  the  counties,  towns  and  school  districts  to  which 
they  were  sent,  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 


IX. OVriOE     LIBRARY. 

The  Library  of  this  Department  contains  a  complete  set  of  Leg- 
islative Documents  of  the  State,  and  about  800  volumes,  consisting 
of  reference,  books,  school  books,  reports  and  miscellaneous  works 
of  an  educational  character.  There  is  an  annual  appropriation  of  $50 
for  the  purchase  of  such  educational  works  as  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction  may  select. 

The  amount  received  on  account  of  the  Office  Library  Fund, 
since  I  have  been  in  office,  is  $231.79,  and  the  amount  expended  is 
$167.41,  leaving  a  balance  on  the  10th  day  of  December,  of  $64.- 
38.  The  annual  appropriation  for  1867  has  not  yet  been  drawn. 
A  detailed  statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements  is  given  in  the 
appendix. 
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X. — TEXT    BOOKS 

The  following  comparative  statement  for  the  past  two  years, 
shows  the  number  of  districts  in  which  the  text  books  most  used  in 
the  State  are  fonnd : 

1866.  1867. 

Xo.  of  Districts  using  Sanders*  Spellers 2,41T  2,420 

McGuffey's  Spellers 1,298    "  1,144 

Parker  &  Watson's  Spellers 805  «87 

Wilson's  Spellers 'J4  69 

Sanders' Readers 2,165  2,06S 

McGuffey's  Readers 1,87a  1,159 

Parker  &  Watson's  Readers 472  678 

Willsou's  Readers 2u8  282 

Ray's  Arithmetics 1,83U  1,827 

Thompson's  Arithmetics 1 ,001  872 

Da  vies' Arithmetics 850  986 

Robinson's  Arithmetics 281  35S 

Goodfich's  History  of  the  U.  S. . .  234  656 

Willsou'sHistory  of  the  U.  S 83  118 

McNally's  &  Monteith'sgeograph's  2,088  2,040 

Cornell's  Geographies 1,128  1,065 

Mitchell's  Geographies 418  656 

Clark's  Grammar 1 ,  807  1 ,  856 

Pinneo's  Grammar 7G5  852 

Green's  Grammar • 142  97 

Brown's   Grammar 123  122 

Kerl's  Grammar 47  77 

Cutter's  Physiology Ill  92 

Davies'  Algebra.  .*. 180  210 

Ray's  Algebra 149  124 

Robinson's  Algebra 102  214 


The  foregoing  statement  is  not  strictly  accurate,  as  the  school 
books  used  in  the  cities  and  larger  villages  are  not,  in  all  cases,  re- 
ported. In  the  annual  report  for  1866,  from  this  department,  the 
following  remarks  were  made,  which  I  desire  to  repeat  : 

«  As  most  of  the  books  in  the  foregoing  list  are  suitable  for  our 
public  schools,  it  is  recommended  that  no  changes  be  made  where 
they  are  now  in  use,  except  so  far  as  the  classification  of  particular 
schools  may  require  ;  and  that  school  officers  should,  in  those  cases 
where  no  text  books  have  been  officially  adopted,  carefuUy  select 
from  those  now  in  general  use  in  the  state,  and  adopt  such  as,  after 
due  examination,  they  shall  prefer." 

I  have  endeavored  to  prevent  needless  changes  in  text  books,  and 
in  my  official  action  I  have  kept  this  object  steadily  in  view.     To 
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what  extent  this  policy  has  been  successful,  is  indicated  by  the  fore- 
going statement  for  the  past  two  years.  I  am  aware  that  this  poli- 
cy does  not  meet  the  approval  of  those  who  desire  to  monopolize  the 
school  book  business  of  the  State,  and  that  it  has,  in  some  instances, 
subjected  me  to  a  covert  and  strong  opposition,  but  I  feel  confident 
that  those,  whose  interests  it  was  my  official  duty  to  protect,  will 
approve  my  course  when  it  is  tested  by  its  legitimate  results. 


NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 

The  State  Normal  School,  at  Platfeville,  has  been  in  operation 
since  the  9th  of  October,  1866.  No  other  normal  school  is  yet 
opened,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  one  located  at  Whitewater  will 
be  ready  to  receive  students  as  soon  as  next  spring.  The  Board 
of  Regents  of  Normal  Schools  have  not  yet  commenced  the  erection 
of  buildings  at  Oshkosh,  Sheboygan  or  Stoughtoc,  but  they. have 
determined  to  commence  the  building  at  Oshkosh  as  soon  as  the  1st 
of  September.  1868,  and  that  at  Stoughton  by  the  first  of  May, 
1869. 

The  development  of  our  normal  school  system  is  the  most  difficult 
educational  problem  that  presents  itself  for  solution  at  the  present 
time.  To  make  these  schools  promote  the  interests  of  public  educa- 
tion, to  so  conduct  them  as  to  secure  for  them  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  to  BO  manage  tbem  as  to  train  teachers  in  them  for  the  com- 
mon schools ;  to  guard  against  the  tendency  to  convert  theni  into 
academies  or  high  schools,  to  render  them  so  attractive  and  so  effi. 
cient  as  to  bring  large  numbers  of  teachers  under  their  influence, 
and  to  carry  theiy  on  with  such  economy  as  to  keep  their  expenses 
within  the  income  provided  for  their  support,  will  demand  the  watch- 
ful care  of  the  people,  the  heartiest  co-operation  of  the  Legislature, 
and  the  greatest  discretion  and  wisdom  of  the  Board  appointed  to 
manage  them. 

They  may  be  well  attended,  the  discipline  may  be  excellent,  and 
their  teachers  well  qualified,  classes  may  graduate  with  honor  and 
the  people  may  cherish  a  just  pride  in  the  attainments  'of  those  who 
have  pursued  their  oourses  of  study  ;  in  fact,  they  may  be  excellent 
colleges,     but   if    they   are    not    training    schooh   for  teachers , 
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and  if  everytbiDg  else  be  not  kept  subordinate  to  tbe 
specific  object  for  wbicb  tbej  were  founded,  the  result  will  be  disas- 
trous, not  only  to  these  schools,  but  to  our  whole  educational  sys- 
tem. The  success  of  normal  schools  in  other  States — while  it  has 
been  such  as  to  warrant  a  hope  that  the  policy  we  have  inaugurated, 
may  be- successfully  carried  out — has  not  been  so  marked  and  so  uni- 
form as  to  assure  us  that  we  shall  not  encounter  difficulties  that  pru- 
dence, forecast  and  energy  alone  will  enable  us  to  overcome. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  Normal  Schools,  made  in 
accordance  with  section  1-0,  chapter  116,  of  the  General  Laws  of 
1866,  is  herewith  siibmitted,  and  to  it  the  attention  of  the  legisla- 
ture is  respectfully  called,  for  a  ''full  and  detailed  account  of  the 
doings  of  tbe  Board,  and  of  all  their  expenditures  and  of  all  moneys 
received.*' 


STATE  UNIVERSITY. 

The  people  of  the  State  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  State  University,  and  the  recent  action  of  the  Regeiits  in  reor- 
ganizing it  is  watched  with  earnest  attention.  Tb^e  legislafure,  at 
its  last  session,  in  obedience  to  public  opinion,  increased  its  income 
so  as  to  enable  those,  having  the  University  in  charge,  to  provide 
instruction  in  agriculture,  mining,  engineering  and  other  industrial, 
arts.  The  knowledge  neoessary  to  the  development  of  our  material 
resources  is  imperatively  demanded,  and  to  the  College  of  Arts  in 
our  State  University  the  people  are  turning  to  find  it. 

Onr  State  is  rich  in  its  soil,  its  forests  and  its  mines,  but  tho 
hand  of  intelligent  industry  is  required  to  make  tho  riches  available. 
The  curriculum  of  the  University  and  the  sympathies  a^d  efforts  of 
its  officers  and  instructors  must  be  in  harmony  with  the  progress  of 
industrial  science,  or  we  shall  fail  to  secure  the  benefits  anticipated. 

Under  tbe  management  of  the  President  of  the  University  lately 
appointed,  we  hopefully  and  confidently  look  to  see  those  branches 
of  knowledge,  that  relate  to  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arts,  made 
prominent  in  the  University  course,  and  we  believe  that  he  brings 
to  his  great  work  that  enthusiasm,  experience  and  energy  necessary 
to  command  success. 
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The  annual  report  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of 
the  University  is.  by  permission  of  the  Governor,  puWished  in  con- 
ncctiO'V  with  the  report  from  this  Department,  and  to  it  reference 
may  be  made  for  information  in  regard  to  the  management  of  the 
Institution  for  the  past  year. 

TEACHERS'  INSTITUTES. 

Institutes  have  been  held  in  thirty-three  counties  during  the  year 
ending  August  31,  ]867.  The  number  held  is  forty-two.  These 
were  attended  by  1,601  teachers.  They  were  generally  conducted 
by  the  County  Superintendients  assisted  by  teachers  and  other  friends 
of  education.  The  influence  of  these  institutes  on  the  communities 
in  which  they  were  held  and  upon  those  who  attended  them,  has 
been  beneficial  in  every  respect. 

By  chapter  30  of  the  General  Laws  of  18G7,  the  Board  of  Re- 
gents of  Normal  Schools  are  authorized  to  provide  for  holding  teach- 
ers' institutes  ;*and  acting  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  they  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  at  a  meeting  held  March  20,  1S67,  with 
authority  to  aid  in  organizing  teachers'  institutes  by  providing  suit- 
able instructors,  and  auditing  such  accounts  for  expenses  as  they 
may  authorize  any  person  acting  under  their  direction  to  incur. 
The  amount  appropriated  for  each  institute  was  a  sura  not  exceeding 
fifty  dollars,  and  th^  whole  amount  placed  subject  to  the  control  of 
the  committee  was  ?2,000  per  annum. 

The  committee  has  not  employed  any  person  to  hold  institutes, 
but  has  allowed  such  accounts  presented  by  County  Superintend- 
ents, ^s  were  accompanied  by  vouchers  showing  that  the  amounts 
had  been  appropriated  in  the  manner  contemplated  by  law.  It  is 
believed  that  this  action  of  the  Board  has  been  judicious,  and  that 
it  is  in  the  right  direction. 

It  is,  however,  believed  that  th6  interests  of  education  demand 
that  the  Board  shall  inaugurate  an  efficient  system  of  county  teach- 
ers' institutes  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  for  years  to  come, 
our  Normal  Schools  will  directly  betiefit  the  great  body  of  our  teach- 
ers. Comparatively  few  of  those  who  teach,  attend  them,  although 
the  number  is  annually  increasing.     The  majority  will  not  spend  the 
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time  required  to  learn  the  better  methods  of  the  Normal  School. 
Indeed,  the  institute  is  needed  to  lead  both  people  and  teachers  to 
appreciate  the  Noimal  Fchools.  By  presenting  its  methods  of 
teaching,  explaining  its  modes  of  discipline  and  arousing  all  who 
attend  the  institute,  it  is  really  the  agency  through  which  the  Nor- 
mal School  may  be  made  more  useful.  A  desire  for  better  qualifi- 
cations on  the  part  of  teachers,  and  for  better  qualified  teachers  on 
the  part  of  the  people  may  be  excited  by  institute  exercises,  and 
satisfied  by  the  Normal  Schools. 

The  institute  is  efficient  just  in  proportion  to  the  culture  and  pow- 
er of  those  who  conduct  it.  Comparatively  little  instruction  can  be 
given  in  the  branches  taught  in  the  public  schools  ;  but,  the  art  of 
teaching  can  he  taught,  and  its  theory  can  be  elucidated,  so  that  all 
shall  see  that  a  mere  knowledge  of  books  is  but  a  small  part  of  what 
a  teacher  must  have,  in  order  to  do  his  work.  If  possible,  those 
having  charge  of  our  institutes  should  be  men  of  wisdom  as  well  as 
knowledge,  of  power  as  well  as  ability.  Such  men  cannot  be  ob- 
tained except  for  definite  objects.  They  must  be  well  paid  and  their 
success  must  not  be  hazarded  by  want  of  a  well  settled  policy.  Wo 
believe  that  conducted  by  men  of  the  right  stamp,  the  institute  niay 
be  made  to  vitalize  our  whole  school  system.  All  our  educational 
institutions  would  participate  in  the  benefits  it  would  confer. 

For  detailed  infoi'mation  in  regard  to  Teachers'  Institutes  during 
the  past  school  year,  reference  may  be  made  to  the  appendix. 


STATE  TEACHERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  association  held  its  Fifteenth  Annual  Session  at  La  ^''rosse, 
commencing  on  the  23d  of  July,  and  continuing  three  days.  The 
Association  is  comp6sed  of  the  leading  educational  men  of  the  state, 
and  at  its  annual  meetings  addresses  are  delivered,  essays  road,  and 
important  educational  questions  are  discussed.  The  meetings  are 
generally  well  attended,  and  teachers  return  to  their  schools  with 
enlarged  views  of  their  duties  ftnd  responsibilities,  and  with  minds 
refreshed  and  hearts  strengthened.  At  these  meetings  were  first 
proposed  and  discussed  some  of  the  most  important  educational  meas- 
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ures  tbat  have  passed  into  our  educational  history.  The  County  Su- 
perintendency,  the  Normal  School  System,  and  the  numerous  amend- 
ments that  have  so  much  improved  our  school  laws,  were  here  first 
examined  and  recommoncled. 

The  meeting  at  La  Crosse  was  interesting  and  profitable  ;  and  the 
unbounded  hospitality  of  the  people  of  this  enterprising  city  rendered 
this  session  of  the  Association  the  most  pleasant  ever  held.  The 
citizens  of  La  Crosse  spared  neither  time,  effort  nor  money  to  pro- 
mote the  comfort  and  pleasure  of  all  in  attendance. 

The  Association  was  addressed  by  Rev.  H.  M.  Thompson,  of  Na- 
shota  ;  Professor  0.  M.  Baker,  of  Milwaukee.  President  of  the  As- 
sociation ;  Professor  E.  F.  Hobart,  of  Beloit  ;  Professor  0.  R. 
Smith,  of  Janesville  ;  Hon.  J.  L.  Pickard,  City  Superintendent  of 
•  Schools,  Chicago ;  Groverner  Fairchild,  and  Prof.  B.  M.  Reynolds, 
of  Madison  ;  Professor  G.  8.  Albee,  of  Kenosha;  Hon.  H.  M.  Bun- 
nell, State  Superintendent,  Minnesota ;  Ira  F.  Duvoll,  City  Su^Mjr- 
intendent  of  Schools,  St.  Louis ;  Professor  H.  D.  McCarty.  Leaven- 
worth, Kansas ;  President  W.  C.  Whitford,  Milton  ;  Hon.  J.  M. 
Gregory,  Regent  Illinois^ Industrial  University  ;  Rev.  S.  Farring- 
ton,  Janesville  ;  and  President  Chadboiirne,  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity. 

•A  synopsis  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Association  will  be  found  in 
the  appendix,  and  the  recommendations  made  are  .believed  to  repre- 
sent, in  the  main,  the  prevailing  educational  sentiment  of  the  State. 

OFFICE  WORK,  TRAVEL,  &o. 

Under  authority  of  chapter  67,  of  the  General  Laws  of  1866,  an 
edition  of  eight  thousand  copies  of  a  school  code,  containing  all  the 
school  laws  of  the  State,  together  with  necessary  instructions  and 
forms,  plans  for  school -houses,  etc.,  was  published  in  September 
last. 

An  effort  was  made  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  law,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent occasions  of  difficulty  iu  the  management  of  school  affairs,  and 
CO  adapt  the  instructions  to  the  practical  wants  of  those  not  always 
accustomed  to  the  ordinary  forms  of  business,  and  not  often  able  to 
obtain  legal  advice. 
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Each  section  of  the  law  is  followed  by  a  commentary  as  concise  as 
practicable,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  instructions  are  full  enough  to 
embrace  most  of  the  difficulties  that  are  likely  to  arise,  and  it  is 
hoped,  definite  enough  to  afford  aid  in  removing  them.  Numerous 
references  are  made  to  the  decisions  of  courts  of  other  States  upon 
questions  that  have  not  been  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  our 
State,  and  it  is  believed  that  this  new  feature  of  the  code  will  be 
received  with  general  favor. 

A  copy  was  sent  to  each  district  clerk,  each  town  clerk  and  each 
county  superintendent. 

The  preparation  of  the  School  Code,  occupying  considerable  por- 
tions of  the  spring  and  summer  months,  and  business  connected  with 
the  Normal  Schools  and  State  University,  have  prevented  me  frcfea 
visiting  as  many  different  counties  of  the  state  as  I  should  otherwise 
have  been  able  to  visit. 

I  have  attended  institutes  held  at  Baraboo,  Beaver  Dam,  Bristol, 
Fond  du  Lac,  Janesville,  Juneau,  Mineral  Point  and  Union  Grove, 
and  wherever  I  have  been,  I  have  examined  the  schools,  and  so  far 
as  practicable,  addressed  the  people  and«teachers  upon  educational 
matters. 

The  number  of  appeal  cases  decided  during  the  past  year  has  been 
larger  than  usual.  Up  to  the  date  of  this  report,  forty-eight  oiBes 
have  been  acted  on,  which  is  more  than  twice  the  average  number  for 
the  preceding  five  years.  As  the  law  requires  prompt  action  on 
these  cases,  their  consideration  often  interferes  with  work  outside 
the  office. 

Besides  the  decisions  rendered,  a  large  number  of  opinions  have 
been  given,  some  of  them  involving  much  care  and  labor. 

More  than  two  thousand  letters  have  been  written  in  answer  to 
those  received,  and  the  number  of  reports,  circulars,  blanks,  Sec, 
sent  out  is  much  larger  than  during  any  previous  year.  Most  of  the 
labor,  growing  out  of  the  correspondence  of  the  office,  has  been  per- 
formed by  the  Assistant  State  Superintendent,  Hon.  A.  J.  Craig. 

For  more  than  a  year  past,  I  have  been  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Begents  of  Normal  Schools.  The  labor  of  recording  the  proceed- 
ings, keeping  the  accounts,  serving  on  committees  and  conducting  the 
correspondence  has  been  considerable  ;  and  meetings  of  the  Boa 
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haye  taken  time  tbat  I  would  have  preferred  to  spend  in  attending 
teachers'  institutes  I  have  aiso,  as  a  Regent  of  the  University,  in 
common  with  other  memhers  of  the  University  Board,  been  obliged 
to  give  more  than  t|ie  usual  time  to  its  meetings,  on  account  of  work 
connected  with  its  reorganization. 

SCHOOL  LAWS. 

The  school  laws  of  the  State,  as  embodied  in  the  school  code,  are 
believed  to  be,  in  the  main,  as  well  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the 
people  as  they  can  be,  until  the  Legislature  shall  see  fit  to  provide 
for  a  town  organization  of  the  schools.  The  amendments  made  at 
the  last  session  have  proved  of  great  value. 

It  bas  been  suggested  by  some  of  our  best  teachers  and  County 
Superintendents,  that  such  a  change  in  the  law  relating  to  teacher's 
certificates,  as  will  entitle  the  person  holding  a  third  grade  certifi- 
cate, to  teach  in  any  town  of  the  county  in  which  tbe  same  is 
granted,  is  desirable. 

In  case  a  school  officer  neglects  or  refuses  to  perform  his  duty,  it 
is  practically  impossible  to  remove  him  under  thp  law  as  it  now  is, 
and  as  there  are  no  penalties  attached  to  violations  of  duty,  except 
in  a  few  cases,  the  interests  of  education  are  frequently  disregarded 
with  impunity.  Some  provision  that  will  secure  a  more  prompt  and 
faithful  discharge  of  duty  on  the  part  of  those  selected  by  the  peo- 
ple to  attend  to  school  afifairs,  is  respectfully  recommended. 

The  applications  by  cities,  villages  and  towns  for  special  acts  of 
incorporation  for  school  purposes,  have  become  so  numerous  that  a 
general  law  under  which  any  city,  village  or  town  (fan  submit  the 
question  of  a  local  school  organization  to  a  vote  of  the  inhabitants 
is  recommended.  Such  a  law,  providing  that  any  town  adopting  it 
should  be  exempt  fro  m  the  operations  of  the  general  school  law,  ex- 
cept in  regard  to  the  requirements  relating  to  reports,  statistics  and 
taxation,  in  order  to  share  in  the  annual  apportionment  of  the  in~ 
como  of  the  school  fund,  would  be  approved  by  the  people,  and 
would  facilitate  the  establishment  of  graded  schools. 

In  the  opinion  of  many  of  our  best  school  officers  and  teachers  the 
time  has  come  for  the  Legislature  to  provide  a  State  Board  of  ex- 
amination  for  ascertaining  and  recognizing  tbe  attainments  and 
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qualifioations  of  snob  teachers  as  by  a  saooessful  experience  haye 
shown  their  fitness  for  their  honorable  avocation. 

The  State  ought  to  distinguish  those  who  are  eminent  in  the  pro 
fession  of  teaching,  bj  granting  them  state  certificates  and  relieving 
them  from  the  humiliating  necessity  of  appearing  frequently  for  ex- 
amination before  those  who  are  their  inferiors  in  attainments,  expe- 
rience and  ability  to  teach.  The  influence  of  state  certificates, 
given  by  a  board  of  competent  men,  would  be  beneficial  upon  those 
who  are  just  entering  upon  the  work  of  teaching,  and  would  encour- 
age a  class  of  men  and  women  to  whom  society  is  under  every  obli- 
gation that  gratitude  can  impose.  I  earnestly  ask  the  legislature  to 
take  this  matter  into  careful  consideration — for  I  know  that  a  law 
providing  some  suitable  recognition  of  eminent  service  in  teaching 
would  be  regarded  with  great  favor  by  our  teachers  and  would  be 
generally  approved  by  the  people. 

COMPULSORY  EDUCATION, 

It  is  estimated  that,  during  the  past  year,  at  least  25,000  per- 
sons oyer  six  and  under  Seventeen  years  of  age,  residing  in  the 
state,  have  not  attended  school.  Of  this  number,  at  least  20,000 
are  growing  up  in  ignorance,  and  therefore  forming  those  vicious 
habits  that  will  make  them  useless,  if  not  dangerous,  to  society. 
An  evil  of  such  magnitude  is  c^tlculated  to  arrest  the  attention  of 
thoughtful  men ;  and,  hence  it  is  that  many  advocate  a  law  that 
shall  secure  to  every  child,  possessed  of  ability  to  learn,  so  mnoh 
education  as  shall  fit  him  to  properly  discharge  his  duties  as  a  citi- 
zen. While  no  one  supposes  that  mere  instruction  will  always  pre- 
vent crime  and  pauperism,  yet  education — the  training  of  hand  and 
head  and  heart — will  reduce  them  to  the  minimwn,  and  hence  it  is 
the  only  agency  we  know  that  will  protect  society  from  their  terrible 
effects. 

No  objection  can  be  made  to  a  law  requiring  the  parent  to  pro* 
vide  shelter,  food  and  clothing  for  his  children  ;  but,  to  starve  thfe 
mind  is  not  less  wicked  than  to  starve  the  body.  To  require  the 
attendance  of  children  at  school  may  be  a  violation  of  the  individual 
rights  of  parents,  buc  to  enforce  education  by  compelling  parents  to 
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inf^trnct  and  train  their  obildren  so  as  to  fit  them  to  be  useful  to 
society  is  quite  a  different  thing.  To  require  for  every  child  a  good 
education  is  not  the  same  as  requiring  that  every  child  shall  have 
the  education  the  State  has  provided  for  him  The  State  may  leave 
to  parents  to  obtain  the  education  where  and  how  they  please,  sim- 
ply providing  that  aU  shall  have  the  means  within  their  power  of 
obtaining  such  as  is  demanded.  This  removes  the  subject  from  the 
battle-field  of  sects  and  parties,  and  infringes  upon  no  rights  of  the 
individual. 

That  a  law  may  be  framed  so  as  to  be  unobjectionable  and  yet 
require  the  proper  instruction  and  training  of  all  children  there  can 
be  no  doubt.  Says  John  Stuart  Mill,  "  The  instrument  for  en- 
forcing the  law  could  be  no  other  than  public  examinations,  extend- 
ing to  all  children,  and  beginning  at  an  early  age.  An  age  might 
be  fixed  at  which  every  child  must  be  examined  to  ascertain  if  he  is 
able  to  read.  If  a  child  proves  unable,  the  father,  unless  he  has 
some  sufficient  ground  of  excuse,  might  be  subjected  to  a  moderate 
fine,  to  be  worked  out,  if  necessary,  by  his  labor.     *  *  * 

Once  in  every  year  the  examination  should  be  renewed,  with  a  grad- 
ually extending  range  of  subjects,  so  as  to  make  the  universal  ac- 
quisition, and  what  is  more,  retention,  of  a  certain  minimum  of 
general  knowledge,  virtually  compulsory.  Beyond  that  minimum, 
there  should  be  voluntary  examinations  on  all  subjects,  at  which  all 
who  come  up  to  a  certain  standard  of  proficiency  might  claim  a  cer- 
tificate." 

That  those  who  advocate  compulsory  education  have  the  best  in- 
terests of  society  in  view  there  is  no  reasonable  doubt.  Whether 
public  opinion  demands  enactments  that  shall  secure  it  is  for  the 
Legislature  to  consider. 

EDUCATION  OP  FEEBLE  MINDED  CHILDREN. 

To  complete  the  circle  of  benevolent  institutions  founded  by  the 
State,  and  to  provide  for  the  instruction  and  training  of  a  class 
of  persons  whose  deplorable  condition  excites  the  deepest  sympa- 
thies of  those  whoso  attention  has  been  directed  to  their  needs, 
there  should  be  established,  as  soon  as  practicable,  an  asylum  for 
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tre  edacation  of  feeble  minded  children.  That  unfortunate  class, 
usually  known  as  idiots,  can  be,  in  many  cases,  so  trained  and 
taught  as  to  become  useful  members  of  society,  and  there  is  scarcely 
one  who  cannot  be  benefited.  As  we  find  them  here  and  there  in 
our  State,  they  are  without  care,  and  in  many  cases,  without  pro- 
tection ;  sometimes  the  sport  of  thoughtless  children,  and  too  often 
the  pests  of  society,  exerting  a  depraving  influence  over  the  young 
which  subsequent  instruction  can  with  difficulty  counteract.  These 
depraved  and  helpless  beings  are  on  our  hands,  and  it  is  our  datj  to 
render  their  existence  harmless  to  society,  if  we  cannot  make  it  de- 
sirable to  themselves.  While  we  have  provided  for  the  orphan,  the 
blind  and  the  deaf  and  dumb,  we  have  entirely  neglected  the  most 
unfortunate  class  towards  whom  benevolence  can  be  shown.  I  feel 
it  is  hardly  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the 
condition  of  these  p^sons,'  for  we  oHnnot  doubt  that  the  people  of 
the  State  desire  that  provision  should  be  made  for  taking  that  care 
.  of  them  that  Christianity  requires. 

TOWN  ORGANIZATION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

That  the  present  independent  local  district  system  is  not  satisfac- 
tory to  those  most  interested  in  a  successful  administration  of  our 
educational  affairs  is  so  true  as  to  be  generally  admitted.  Were  it 
not  true  that  the  success  of  any  system  depends  more  upon  the  in- 
telligence and  energy  of  its  agents  than  upon  the  machinery  of  its 
structure,  we  might  almost  despair  of  progress  under  our  present 
school  organization.  Still,  it  is  not  wise  to  argue  that,  because  a 
system  that  is  theoretically  bad  may  be  so  wisely  administered  as  to 
be  productive  of  good,  it  therefore  is  unwise  to  change  it  for  a 
better. 

The  defects  of  our  present  school  district  system  are  radical,  and, 
without  a  change,  irremediable.  The  experience  of  the  American 
people  in  the  management  of  public  affairs  has  demonstrated  the 
Tovm  to  be  the  true  unit.  To  a  certain  extent  this  unit  is  recog- 
nized in  our  system.  Town  Boards  of  Supervisors  have  power  to 
a«ide  their  respective  towns  Into  school  districts,  in  such  manner 
ttA  hey  may  deem  proper.     They  may  alter  boundaries  of  districts  ; 
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annex  a  part  of  one  to  another,  unite  several  into  one,  or  divide 
one  into  several.  Their  authority  is  limited  only  by  the  right  of 
appeal  ,to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction.  They  divide  funds 
and  property  in  case  districts  are  annulled ;  and  thus,  in  several 
respects,  we  have  the  Town  District  system  in  operation  in  our 
State. 

Instead,  however,  of  carrying  out  this  principle,  and  providing  a 
town  school  board  to  manage  the  school  affairs,  we  have  created  from 
three  to  ten  other  boards  in  each  of  the  towns,  to  which  the  man- 
agement of  the  schools  is  entrusted.  Each  of  these  district  boards 
has  power : 

1.  To  establish  and  keep  in  operation,  for  at  least  five  months 
during  the  year,  such  schools  as  may  be  required  to  acconunodate 
children  over  four  and  under  twenty  years  of  age,  in  their  district. 

2.  When  authorized  by  a  vo{e  of  the  district,  to  purchase  or 
lease  school-house  sites,  to  purchase  or  build  school-houses,  and  to 
keep  them  in  repair. 

3.  To  expend  the  money  belonging  to  the  district  and  to  keep  an 
account  of  receipts  and  disbursements. 

4.  To  adopt  and  enforce  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
government,  instruction  and  management  of  their  school. 

5.  To  employ  teachers  and  fix  the  amount  of  their  compensation. 

6.  To  adopt  text  books,  designate  the  course  of  study  and  to 
visit  and  examine  the  school. 

7.  To  provide  fuel,  furniture,  apparatus  and  whatever  is  necessa- 
ry to  the  good  of  the  school. 

'  These  and  other  duties  imposed  upon  District  Boards  by  law, 
show  that  they  are  charged  with  the  most  important  interests  of  the 
people.  Their  duties  are  difficult,  demanding  for  their  proper  dis- 
charge, high  character,  general  intelligence,  broad  views,  solid  judg- 
ment, public  spirit,  integrity  and  refinement.  The  first  thing  that 
strikes  the  mind  in  examining  our  present  system  in  the  light  of 
these  facts,  is  the  difficulty  of  finding  men  to  act  as  school  officers 
who  possess  the  necessary  qualifications.  Under  existing  arrange- 
ments this  is  practically  impossfble.  The  present  system  requires 
too  many  officers.    If  we  assume  five  as  the  average  number  of  db- 
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trieteio  each  town  of  the  state,  we  have,  counting  the  Town  Super- 
visors and  the  Town  Clerk,  nineteen  school  officers  for  each  town,  or 
more  th&n  fifteen  thousand  in  all.  We  have,  then,  one  school  offi- 
cer for  every  twenty-five  children  over  four  and  under  twenty  years 
of  age.  It  would  seem  that  such  a  reduplication  of  offices  is  en- 
tirely needless.  It  certainly  seems  to  be  in  direct  conflict  with  tbe 
usual  methods  of  doing  business.  It  will  not  stand  the  test  of  com- 
mon sense.  Nineteen  officers  to  manaee  any  other  branch  of  public 
business  for  a  town  would  be  declar^  to  be  at  least  three  times  as 
many  as  necessary.  Every  man  knows  that  one  third  the  number 
would  manage  the  educational  affairs  of  a  town  three  times  well. 

Hon.  Newton  Bateman,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  of 
Illinois,  in  his  Sixth  Biennial  Report,  speaking  of  the  high  qualifi- 
cations needed  in  school  officers,  says : 

*'  Are  qineteen  such  men  to  be  obtained  for  these  positions  in 
every  township  of  Illinois?  It  is  idle  to  think  of  it.  If  there  are 
five,  the  State  is  rich  indeed.  I  do  not  know  how  many  there  are; 
but  this  we  know,  that  in  every  township,  as  in  every  community, 
there  is  among  the  citizens  a  gradu/ited  scale  of  competency  and  excel-* 
lence,  desending  from  the  best  down  to  the  worst,  and  that,  begm- 
ning  at  the  top,  the  fewer  we  take  for  our  committee,  or  board,  the 
better  will  be  its  average  quality.  A  township  that  can  not  fur- 
nish nineteen  men  fit  for  school  officers,  might  furnish  five.  Or  if 
the  five  even,  are  not  what  they  should  be,  it  is  still  self-evident 
that  their  average  fitness  will  be  greater  than  when  diluted  by  the 
accession  of  fourteen  more,  each  and  all  of  whom  are  inferior  to  any 
one  of  the  five. 

''  The  pernicious  consequences  incident  to  the  defect  of  our  local 
system  may  all  be  epitomized  by  the  statement  that  it  necessitates 
the  elevation  to  the  important  offices  of  trustees  and  directors,  of 
many  indifferent  and  incompetent  men ;  of  men  who  either  care  litte 
for  common  schools,  or  who  have  not  the  knowledge  or  ability  to  do 
much  for  them.  It  clogs,  encumbers,  and  deadens  the  system; 
dragging  in  its  train  the  evils  of  misjudgment,  mismanagement,  in- 
efficiency, and  demoralization.  And  there  is  no  r^edy,  without  a 
radical  change  of  plan." 
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Bnt  our  present  system  requires  not  only  a  needless  number  0{ 
officers,  but  it  also  requires  a  corresponding  number  of  public  meet- 
ings and  elections.  These  involve  time  and  expenses  of  various 
kinds  that  may  in  part  be  estimated,  but,  they  give  rise  to  difficul- 
ties, that,  in  hundreds  of  instances,  completely  cripple  the  publie  ^ 
schools,  and  the  loss  arising  from  which  cannot  be  told. 

The  able  Report  from  which  I  have  just  quoted, 'presents  this 
point  with  such  force,  and  it  so  well  describes  the  experience  of  this 
Department,  that  I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  following  extract : 

**  The  effect  of  this  state  of  things  hardly  needs  to  be  described. 
In  the  first  place  it  makes  an  unreasonable  demand  upon  the  time  of 
the  people,  to  attend  so  many  flections  and  meetings  for  voting  pur- 
poses A  groBt  majority  of  the  voters  are  farmers  and  mechanics, 
and  persons  engaged  in  other  industrial  pursuits,  who  can  ill  afford 
to  leave  their  work  so  many  days  every  year,  in  addition  to  the  time 
spent  at  the  numerous  general  elections,  State,  county  and  town. 
They  feel  it  vexatious  and  harrassing  to  have  to  quit  their  private 
business  and  pursuits  so  often  for  such  purposes.  It  has  a  tendency 
to  make  them  sour  and  unfriendly  towards  the  whole  system,  to  be 
dragged  so  frequently  to  the  polls,  and  to  be  compelled  to  mingle  in 
scenes  for  which  most  of  them  have  no  relish. 

"  It  must  be  noted,  too,  that  the  time  necessarily  spent  in  at- 
tending the  meetings  and  voting,  is  often  but  a  small  part  of  that 
lost  in  connection  with  these  frequent  elections.  In  proportion  to 
the  increase  of  such  local  voting  conventions,  is  the  number  and  ac- 
rimony of  neighborhood  disputes  and  quarrels,  Parties  are  formed, 
and  rivalries  and  jealousies  are  engendered,  often  as  bitter  and  viru- 
lent as  those  which  rage  on  wider  fields  of  action,  and  in  more  im- 
portant contests.  Indeed,  it  often  seems  to  me  that  the  Spirit  of 
fend  and  faction  is  hottest  and  most  implacable,  in  proportion  to  the 
fenvness  of  the  belligerents,  and  the  nothingness  of  the  matter  in  dis- 
pute. Certainly,  I  never  wish  to  deal  with  contestants  more  rancor- 
ous, in  contests  more  trivial,  than  have  arisen  out  of  differences  of 
opinion  among  the  inhabitants  of  school  districts.  But  the  point  is, 
tbiat  the  consideration  necessary  to  form  a  right  judgment  oonoerning 
the  many  questions  to  be  voted  on,  and  espeeially  the  numerous  eon- 
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ferences,  excited  dispntatioDs  and  pertioaoious  efforts  pul  fortb  to 
dbrrj  a  pet  meaBure  or  defeat  an  opponent,  consume  far  more  time 
than. that  actually  spent  in  yoting ;  so  that  the  objection  to  so  many 
elections  on  the  score  of  the  time  required  and  involved,  is  really  one 
lof  no  small  importance. 

'*  It  follows,  in  the  second  place,  that  many  of  these  elections  arc 
attended  by  a* mere  handful  of  persons  ;  that  others  go  by  defiiult — 
aud  that  in  a  still  greater  number,  the  business  is  done  in  a  very 
careless  and  hasty  manner.  It  is  rare  indeed  that  one-half  of  the 
qualified  voters  of  a  school-district  are  present  at  the  electio&s ;  not 
seldom  there  are  barely  enough  to  organize ;  while  in  many  instan- 
ces, every  year,  and  from  year  to  year,  the  day  of  election  comes 
and  goes,  unootioed  and  unregarded. 

<'  But  the  most  serious  evils  resultiilg  from  so  many  petty  elec- 
tions, so  scantily  attended  and  hurriedly  conducted,  are  the  ill-ad- 
vised measures  adopted  ;  the  incompetent  men  elected ;  and  the  end- 
less wranglings  and  controversies  growing  out  of  the  irregular  and 
illegal  manner  in  which  the  elections  are  managed  and  the  returns 
made.  Summoned  from  their  industrial  pursuits,  upon  what  many 
of  them  consider  very  trivial  business,  the  inhabitants  hurry  to  the 
place  of  meeting,  in  no  amiable  mood,  and  hurry  through  the  work 
in  hand,  in  a  mechanical  and  indifferent  sort  of  way,  intent  only 
upon  hurrying  back  home  again  as  fast  as  possible.  Of  course,  the 
worst  things  are  liable  to  be  done,  and  the  best  things  to  be  left  un- 
done. The  most  unfortunate  sites  are  liable  to  be  selected  for 
school-houses,  the  most  unsuitable  building  plans  to  be  adopted,  and 
wrong  action  to  be  taken  in  respect  to  taxation,  extension  of  schools, 
and  other  questions  of  vital  moment  to  the  educational  prosperity  of 
the  district.  Or,  if  the  meeting  is  for  the  election  of  officers,  the 
same  causes  operate  to  endanger  the  defeat  of  the  best  men  in  the 
district.  Indifference,  or  the  pressure  of  business,  keeps  away  those 
who  would  favor  good  teachers,  good  schools,  and  liberal  educational 
endowments ;  while  those,  if  any,  who  are  opposed  to  each  and  all 
of  these  things,  muster  at  the  polls  in  full  force.  Once  in  office, 
down  goes  a  school  policy  which  it  may  have  taken  years  to  build  up, 
and  which  it  will  require  years  more  to  re-establish. 

<*  Then,  too,  the  proceedings  are  seldom  conducted  in  all  respeets 
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aooording  to  law.  This^  ooours  not  only  on  account  of  indifference 
or  haste,  but  quite  as  much  from  our  complex  statutory  provisions 
in  regard  to  elections,  a  proper  knowledge  of  which  can  not  reason- 
ably be  expected  of  the  majority  of  those  who  are  compelled  to  act 
as  officers  of  school  district  elections.  The  irregularities  vary  to 
almost  every  conceivable  degree ;  from  those  of  so  vital  a  nature  as 
really  to  make  the  election  void,  to  those  too  trivial  for  serious 
notice. 

'*  Perhaps  the  notices  were  not  posted  up ;  or  there  were  not 
enough  of  them  ;  or  they  were  not  put  in  the  right  places  ;  or  they 
were  not  issued  long  enough  beforehand  ;  or  they  were  not  signed 
by  the  right  persons,  or  by  enough  persons,  or  were  not  signed  at 
all ;  or  the  time  of  ope/iing  and  dosing  the  polls  was  not  stated ;  or 
if  stated,  the  time  was  too  early  or  too  late,  too  long  or  too  short, 
or  in  the  evening  when  it  should  have  been  in  the  day  ;  or  an  im- 
proper place  was  designated  for  the  meeting,  such  as  a  certain  pri- 
vate house,  barn,  cornfield,  grove,  or  woodpile,  instead  of  the  school- 
house  ;  or  the  election  was  ordered  on  a  wrong  day  of  the  week  ; 

*  *  *  *  or  the  voting  was  viva  voce  instead  of  by  ballot ;  *  * 

*  *  or  the  candidate  was  ineligible ;  or  the  voters'  names  were  not 
registered  -^  *  *  *  *  or  questions  were  voted  on  which  were  not 
announced  in  the  call ;  or  the  clerk  kept  his  records  in  pencil,  or 
did  not  record  them  at  all,  or  carried  them  off  in  his  hat  and  lost 
them  *  *  *  *  Upon  the  defeat  of  a  favorite  candidate  or  meas- 
ure, the  search  for  flaws  in  the  election  commences,  and  upon  the 
discovery  of  one  or  more  of  those  mentioned,  (no  difficult  ^ask  it 
would  seem, )  an  attempt  is  immediately  made  to  prove  that  the  eleo<- 
tion  was  void,  or  to  break  down  the  business  action  of  the  meeting, 
and  such  attempts  often  result  in  expensive  litigation,  angry  feelings, 
and  permanent  mutual  alienation. 

"  If  the  tone  of  these  remarks  should  seem  like  trifling,  I  beg  to 
say  that  I  speak  but  the  simple  truth.  My  official  correspondence 
is  burdened  with  such  things,  however  preposterous,  and  the  letters 
are  all  answered,  with  the  seriousness  and  candor  to  which  the  earn- 
estness and  good  faith  of  the  writers  entitle  them.  I  am  not  to  be 
understood,  of  course,  as  characterizing  in  the  foregoing  manner  all 
local  school  elections,  or  even  a  considerable  fraction  of  them,  but  I 
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do  say  that  the  tendency  of  Bxxch  maltitudinous  district  eleGtions  i« 
bad  and  tbat  continually. " 

Without  diseusaing  the  difficulties  growing  out  of  the  instability 
of  district  boundaries,  the  mtdtipUeation  of  districts,  and  the  waaU 
of  provision  for  transferring  pupils  from  one  district  to  another, 
let  UI&  consider  the  subject  of  grading  and  classification. 

The  merits  of  Graded  schools  need  not  be  argued.  Their  superi- 
ority in  economy  and  efficiency  is  admitted.  Now,  there  is  no  diffi- 
culty in  applying  this  principle  to  our  country  schools.  Abolish  the 
present  district  boundaries,  except  so  fiur  as  they  may  be  used  to  aid 
in  the  establishment  of  primary,  grammar  and  high  schools,  and, 
with  a  township  organization,  we  have  the  same  system  that  in  our 
cities  and  larger  villages  is  found  to  be  so  much  superior  to  the  in- 
dependent district  system.  We  are  not  only  unable  to  secure  gror 
dation  of  the  schools,  under  existing  arrangements,  but  classifiea- 
tion  also  is  practically  impossible  in  the  majority  of  them. 

The  average  number  of  scholars  in  the  public  schools  in  the  agri- 
cultural districts  is  not  more  than  thirty-five.  The  number  of 
branches  required  to  be  taught  is  at  least  six.  Here  are  six  classei 
to  start  with,  or  an  average  of  about  six  pupils  to  a  class.  But 
there  must  be  classes  to  correspond  with  the  attainments  of  the 
scholars.  This  will  require  that  there  should  be  at  least  three  in 
Spelling,  ^hree  in  Reading,  two  in  Writing,  three  in  English  Oram- 
mar,  two  in  Geography  and  three  in  Arithmetic  or  fifteen  in  all.  If 
History  of  the  United  States  is  taught,  and  if  other  branches  are 
irequured,  we  have  from  one  to  five  classes  more.  But  with  fifteen 
classes  reciting,,  each  once  a  day,  and  allowing  one  hour  for  recesses, 
we  find  tbat  twenty  minutes  a  day  is  all  the  time  that  can  be  allow- 
ed for  the  instruction  and  drill  of  each  class.  But  this  estimate  is 
too  favorable.  The  truth  is  that  the  time-table  of  many  of  the 
schools  will  show  that  not  more  than  ten  minutes  can  be  allowed  to 
each  class  for  explanatory  illustration  and  testing  the  puprs  knowl- 
edge of  the  subject. 

Superintendent  Bateman,  discussing  the  subject,  says  : 

**  Bound  by  district  lines  which  effectually  prevent  any  compre- 
hensive plan  of  co-operation  by  which  the  schools  of  the  township 
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CftQ  be  graded,  and  each  child  be  allowed  to  attend  that  school 
which  is  nearest,  or  which  is,  all  things  considered,  the  best  for 
him.  and  by  which  alone  tb^rue  end  and  best  results  of  common 
schools  can  be  realized ;  hampered  by  transfer  restrictions,  which, 
though  necessary  under  the  existing  arrangement,  are  nevertheless, 
subject  to  such  contingencies  of  indifference,  or  caprice,  or  captious- 
ness,  as  to  cut  off,  to  a  great  extent,  the  very  privileges  they  were 
intended  to  secure  ;  with  a  limited  territory,  limited  means,  and  a 
scanty  number  of  pupils ;  each  district  is  left  to  make  its  way  as 
best  it  can,  in  isolation  and  weakness.  In  nine  cases  out  of  ten, 
there  is  in  each  rural  district  but  one  school  house,  one  teacher,  and 
one  school.  The  first  has  generally  but  one  room,  is  too  small, 
poorly  ventilated,  imperfectly  furnished,  and,  of  necessity,  destitute 
ef  the  best  modern  improvements ;  the  second  in  such  as  the  scanty 
means  and  divided  counsels  of  the  district  will  enable  it  to  secure ; 
and  the  third  is  what  the  preceding  conditions  must  inevitably 
make  it. 

'*  Into  that  one  room,  and  to  the  care  of  that  one  teacher,  press 
all  the  school-going  children  of  the  district.  All  ages,  and  both 
sexes  are  there ;  from  the  brave  lit^^^le  fellow  with  his  Primer,  in- 
tent upon  the  mysteries  of  the  alphabet,  to  the  lads  and  misses 
who  are  ready  to  grapple  with  analysis  and  fractions  and  roots, 
while  one  and  another  comes  with  a  request  from  father  or  mother 
to  be  allowed  to  study  Book-Keeping,  or  Natural  Philosophy  or  Al- 
gebra, or  the  Latin  Qramar.  What,  I  repeat,  can  the  teacher  do  ? 
The  number  of  scholars,  with  the  diversity  of  their  attainments, 
ranging  from  the  merest  rudiments  to  the  most  advanced,  added  to 
the  number  of  studies  either  required  or  desired  to  be  taught,  sets 
at  defiance  all  attempts  at  classification.  Is  it  not  lamentable  to 
see  an  otherwise  magnificent  system  of  public  education  thus  shorn 
of  its  strength  at  the  vital  point  where  the  school  is  organized  and 
the  teaching  performed  ?  " 

The  adoption  of  the  Town  system  of  School  organization  was 
recommended  by  my  predecessor,  in  his  annual  report  for  1863,  and 
its  many  advantages  over  the  local  district  system  were  pointed  out. 
He  showed  that  under  it,  we  can  secure  that  supervision  of  the 
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schools  we  need ;  that  taxation  will  be  more  equitable ;  tbat  the  ill 
feeling  consequent  npon  changes  in  district  boundaries  will  ocase  to 
arise ;  that  school  houses  will  be  built  when  and  where  they  arc 
needed,  and  taxes  for  their  erection  be  less  burdensome;  that  . 
schools  can  be  properly  graded ;  that  teachers  qualified  for  the  dif- 
ferent grades  can  be  employed ;  that  the  system  will  be  more  eco- 
nomical than  the  present  one  ;  that  the  schools  will  be  more  uniform 
in  the  length  of  time  they  are  taught  during  the  year  ;  that  incom- 
petent teachers  will  be  sifted  out,  and  that  those  employed  wiil 
secure  more  permanent  positions. 

The  State  Superintendent  of  Pensylvania,  after  a  trial  of  this 
system  says : 

**  By  our  system,  a  township,  borough  or  city  is  a  school  district. 
In  very  large  cities  there  may  be  two  or  more  districts,  but  the 
boards  must  be  united  tor  managing  the  schools  in  one  orgaization, 
under  the  name  of  a  board  of  control.  The  Secretary  who  is  «> 
officio  district  Superintendent,  visits  the  schools  monthly  and  re- 
ports to  the  board,  and  transacts  all  the  minor  business  of  the  board, 
and  is  paid  such  compensation  as  the  board  shall  think  proper.  The 
chief  advantages  of  our  township  system  are  the  facilities  afforded 
for  grading  the  schools  wherever  it  is  practicable,  the  simplicity  of 
reporting  to  the  State  department,  which  it  affords,  the  ease  with 
which  unifoimity  of  text  books  can  be  secured,  the  means  which  it 
affords  for  securing  a  superintendent  of  each  district,  and  the  syste- 
matic visiting  and  reporting  the  condition  of  the  schools  to  the 
board,  and  the  ease  with  which  each  board  may  be  communicated 
with  and  reached,  through  the  official  department  of  the  Siait 
Journal,  which  is  made  a  State  organ,  and  sent  to  the  secretary  of 
each  board  at  the  public  expense.  In  a  population  of  three  millions 
we  have  only  about  1,700  boards  of  directors.  We  should  have  not 
more  than  1,500  ;  but  we  were  vexed  with  a  few  independent  dis- 
tricts which  should  never  have  been  allowed,  by  which  the  number 
is  increased." 

We  believe  that  no  objection  can  be  made  to  this  system  which 
cannot  be  easily  answered  and  removed.  All  the  essential  princi- 
ples of  our  present  law  would  remain.     It  would  simpify  our  school 
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machinery,  and  tvould  easily  adapt  itself  to  our  educational  wants 
and  habits.  Some  of  the  immediate  benefits  of  the  town  organiza- 
tion would  bo, 

I.  To  secure  in  each  town  as  many  schools  as  there  are  now  dis- 
tricts, and  more  or  less  as  may  be  found  best ;  all|  of  them,  how- 
eyer,  so  organize*!  as  to  be  parts  of  a  system  adapted  to  the  special 
wants  of  the  community. 

2    To  end  disputes  about  district  boundaries. 

3.  To  dispense  with  a  large  number  of  school  officers,  and  to  re- 
dace  largely  the  number  of  school  elections. 

4.  To  provide  for  each  child  going  to  that  school  which  is  most 
conyenient  and  beneficial  to  him,  considering  his  attainments  and 
the  studies  he  is  pursuing. 

5.  To  diminish  the  aggregate  expenses  of  the  schools,  and  to 
establish  a  uniform  rate  of  taxation  for  the  town. 

6.  To  secure  an  efficient  system  of  school  supervision  for  eacb 
town. 

7.  To  enable  every  town  to  establish  a  system  of  graded  schools. 
*     8.  To  secure  for  the  schools  better  teachers  and  for  the  teachers 

better  compensation. 

9.  To  improve  Hchool-houses  and  to  provide  them  with  what  is 
needed  for  the  use  of  the  schools. 

10  To  promote  uniformity  of  text  books  and  to  introduce  meth- 
ods of  teaching  and  courses  of  study. 

II.  To  obtain  more  reliable  statistics. 

12.  To  secure  and  to  care  for  town  libraries,  corftaining  a  greater 
variety  and  a  larger  number  of  books  than  can  tic  obtained  under 
the  present  system. 

In  regard  to  the  practical  effects  of  the  adoption  of  this  system, 
the  able  school  officer  to  whom  reference  has  repeatedly  been  made 
in  this  discussion,  Hon.  Newton  Bateman,  says  : 

"  Not  a  right,  power,  or  duty  of  the  state  superintendent,  or  of 
any  county  saperintendent,  would  be  added,  subtracted,  changed  or 
modified  in  any  manner  whatever ;  the  office  of  township  treasurer 
would  be  just  as  necessary  as  before,  and  his  powers  and  duties  re  . 
main  substantially  as  now,  though  much  simplified  by  the  abolitioa 
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of  the  districts ;  the  boards  of  trustees  and  directors  would  continue 
in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties  until  the  day  fixed  by 
law  for  the  election  of  tbe  new  township  school  boards.  Upon  the 
election  and  qualification  of  these  boards,  all  district  boards  of  di- 
rectors throughout  tbe  State  would  cease  to  exist ;  *  *  * 
all  scbool  houses,  lands  and  other  district  school  property,  would 
revert  to  and  come  into  tbe  control  of  the  township  board  of  educa- 
tion, who  would  thereupon  assume  and  exercise  the  rights,  powers 
and  duties,  all  and  mngular,  whicb  now  devolve  upon  boards  of 
trustees  and  directors  respectively.  *  *  *  Not  a  common 
school  in  the  State  would  be  closed  or  interfered  with,  not  a  teach- 
er discharged,  not  an  existing  contract  annulled.  The  great  educa- 
tional work  of  the  State  would  move  right  on  as  if  nothing  had 
happened  :  no  visible  sign  would  appear  to  show  that  an  immense 
administrative  reform  had  taken  place,  and  a  new  and  glorious  era 
dawned  upon  our  system  of  public  instruction.  The  vast  accumu- 
lations of  school  property  would  be  preserved  intact ;  but  few 
school  houses  would  have  to  be  moved,  and  n6ne  at  all  immediately, 
for.  as  a  general  rule,  school  sites  and  buildings  that  are  in  tha 
right  places  now,  would  be  equally  so  then.  Thus,  quietly,  without 
shock  or  confusion,  almost  without  public  knowledge  or  notice,  the 
SYSteiji  would  lay  down  the  heavy,  galling  harness  of  her  ten-thou- 
sand-headed policy,  and  assume  the  light  elastic  armor  of  a  fresh, 
compact  and  simple,  but  far  more  expansive  and  powerful  organiza- 
tion. As  in  tbe  case  of  our  n^atchless  civil  government,  the  people 
would  be  remind^^^'^  of  its  existence  chiefly  by  the  richness  'f  tbe 
blessings  which  it, would  dispense. 

GENERAL    REMARKS. 

During  the  three  years  in  which  I  have  held  the  office  from  which 
I  am  soon  to  retire,  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  co-operate  with 
the  successive  legislatures  and  friends  of  education  in  some  of  the 
most  important  educational  measures  that  have  been  adopted  in  the 
State. 

The  division  of  the  swamp  lands  in  .1864  into  two  equal  parts, 
and, the  creation  of  the  Normal  School  fund  from  one  of  these,  is  a 
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measure  destined  to  exert  a  powerfdl  influence  on  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation in  all  time  to  come.  The  fund  thus  created  now  consists  of 
over  9600,000,  and  more  than  700,000  acres  of  land.  I  know  of 
no  other  such  fund  for  the  support  of  Normal  Schools.  It  has  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  other  countries  and  excited,  wonder  in  older 
States. 

The  incorporation  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  Normal  Schools, 
for  the  purpose  of  using  the  income  of  the  Normal  School  fund  in 
establishing  and  maintaining  schools  for  the  training  of  teachers, 
followed  in  1865  ;  and  the  action  of  this  Board  in  locating  schools 
at  different  places  in  the  State  called  for  such  honesty,  forecast  and 
firmness  as  are  almost  as  rare  as  thej  are  desirable. 

One  of  these  schools  has  been  in  operation  more  than  a  year,  and 
another  will  soon  be  opened. 

In  1865  the  Congressional  grant  for  the  promotion  of  industrial 
education  was  united  with  the  University  fund,  and  the  Board  of 
Begents.of  the  State  University  found  the  workt)f  reorganizing  the 
institution  almost  impossible.  In  1866,  the  legislature  responded 
favorably  to  the  appeal  of  the  Regents  for  help,  and  the  University 
is  now  started  under  favorable  auspices,  and  we  may  hope  that  it  will 
be  not  only  an  object  of  interest,  but  a  source  of  State  pride. 

The  legislation  of  1865,  by  which  the  educational  trust  funds 
were  relieved  from  the  expenses  of  management,  was,  in  effect,  the 
same  as  adding  from  3^0>000  to  fl^^OOO  a  year  to  the  income  of 
the  school  fund,  and  about  fl^OOO  to  the  income  of  the  University 
fund.  The  income  of  the  school  fund  has  abo  been  increased  by 
the  annual  interest  of  $101,000,  which  the  State  owed  the  school 
fund  on  account  of  the  Rock  River  canal.  The  income  of  this  fund 
has  increased  in  a  ratio  greater  than  the  school  population ;  for, 
with  an  enumeration  in  1866,  which  was  33,552  greater  than  in 
1863,  the  apportionment  was  also  greater  by  three  cents  per  scholar. 
The  income  of  the  University  is  also  increased  by  about  $8,000  per 
year. 

In  1866,  provision  was  made,  by  which  the  Regents  of  Normal 
Schools  can  use  $5,000  per  year  in  holding  teachers'  institutes. 
Under  judicious  management  this  agency  will  greatly  promote  every 
educational  interest  of  the  state. 
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The  school  laws  have  been  so  amended  as  to  prey  en  t  almost  en- 
tirely the  employment  of  unc[Tialified  teachers,  and  the  duties  of  dis- 
trict Boards  and  county  Superintendents  have  been  clearly  defined. 

It  has  also  been  my  privilege  to  meet  the  people  of  the  state  on 
many  occasions,  aod  to  address  them  upon  matters  relating  to  educa- 
tion. I  cannot  convey  a  correct  idea  of  the  deep  and  intelligent  in- 
terest they  have  taken  in  the  prosperity  of  their  schools.  This  can 
be  best  learned  by  a  careful  stndy  of  the  reports  for  the  present  year. 
This  interest  is  no  transient  feeling.  It  is  born  of  the  terrible  oiyil 
conflict  through  which  we  have  passed.  We  see,  as  no  people  ever 
saw  before,  that  there  is  no  foundation  upon  which  to  build  a  hope 
for  our  country's  welfare,  except  upon  the  education  of  all  the  peo- 
ple. We  not  only  see  but  we  feel,  that,  under  Ood,  we  owe  our  ex- 
istence as  a  nation,  to  our  public  schools.  This  conviction  is  finding 
its  fitting  expression  in  increased  taxes  and  princely  donations  for 
educational  objects. 

I  have  found  the  teachers  of  the  state  earnest,  faithful  and  self- 
sacrificing,  and  I  know  how  much  of  our  present  prosperity  is  due  to 
their  unobserved  and  unobtrusive  labors  To  them  I  am  deeply  in- 
debted for  sympathy  and  counsel,  and  their  uniform  courtesy  and 
kindness  will  never  be  forgotten. 

The  official  relations  of  this  Department  with  the  County  Super- 
intendents of  the  state,  are  such  as  to  require  mutual  confidence  in 
the  discretion  and  intelligence  of  each  other.  In  scarcely  a  single 
instance  have  I  found  this  confidence  misplaced.  To  them  and  to 
other  school  officers,  am  I  indebted  for  many  valuable  suggestions, 
and  I  have  to  return  them  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  their  intelligent 
and  kindly  co-operation. 

After  a  residence  in  the  state  of  more  than  nineteen  years,  most 
of  which  time  has  been  spent  in  work  connected  with  our  publie 
schools,  the  conviction  is  stronger  than  ever  before,  that  the  capac- 
ity of  our  school  system  is  not  fully  appreciated,  and,  that,  inesti- 
mable as  are  the  blessings  it  has  already  conferred,  they  are  few  and 
small  compared  with  those  we  shall  enjoy  in  years  to  come. 

JNO.  a.  MoMYNN. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


j^FPENDIX. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


BOARD  OF  REGENTS  OF  NORMAL  SCHOOLS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  AUGUST  81,  \B61. 


Hon.  John  G-.  MoMynn, 

Superintendent  of  Pvhlic  Instruction. 

Sir  : — In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  section  10,  of 
chapter  216,  of  the  General  Laws  of  1866, 1  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report,  embracing  *'  a  full  and  detailed  account  of 
the  doings  of  the  Board,  and  of  all  their  expenditures,  and  of  all 
moneys  received,  and  the  prospects,  progress  and  condition  of  the 
Normal  Schools,"  under  their  charge,  for  the  year  ending  August 
81,  1867.  ^ 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  held  at  Madison,  September  5th,  1866, 
a  proposition  from  citizens  of  Trempealeau,  offering  a  site,  contain- 
ing five  acres  of  land,  and  eleven  thousand  five  bundled  dollars  in 
cash,  to  secure  the  location  of  a  State  Normal  School  at  that  place, 
was  received,  but  no  definite  action  has  yet  been  taken  in  regard  to 
locating  a  school  in  the  Sixth  Congressional  district. 

The  Building  Committee,  consisting  of  Regents  McMynn,  S.'arr, 
Thomas  and  Sholes,  were,  at  this  meeting  instructed  <*  to  decide 
upon  sites  for  State  Normftl  Schools  at  such  points  as  have  been 
selected  for  sui^h  schools."  Thirtv  days  were  given  the  committee 
in  which  to  perform  this  duty,  and  the  acceptance  of  such  sites  by 
the  B'  ard  was  made  dependent  upon  the  fulfillment  of  the  pledges 
made  in  behalf  of  the  respective  localities.  The  committee,  in  the 
discharge  of  this  duty,  have  selected  sites  at  Oshkosh,  Sheboygan 
and  Stoughton  ;  those  at  Platteville  and  Whitewater  having  been 
previously  selected. 

Prof.  Charles  H.  Alkn  was  appointed  Principal  of  the  State  Nor- 
mal School,  at  Platteville,  with  a  salary  of  $2,000  per  annum. 
Proposals  for  erectii^  the  Normal  School  building  at  Whitewater^ 
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aooording  to  plans  and  specifications  famished  by  G.  P.  Randall, 
Architect,  were  opened.  The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  the  propo- 
sitions made : 

William  T.  Fish,  Madison $53,900 

Lewis  &  Allen,  Madison 00,000 

John  Bentley,  Milwaukee 47,650 

C.  R.  Underwood,  Shelbwille;  111 A..  46,000 

R.  Clancy,  Madison *. 45,500 

Thomas  McGrath,  Chicago 42 ,600 

0.  0.  Rosman,  Whitewater 42,475 

W.  T.  Bushnell,  Normal,  HI 88,600 


Besides  the  above,  Messrs.  Sorenson  dh  Fredericson,  of  Madison, 
offered  to  do  the  carpenter  work,  tin  work,  painting  and  glazing  for 
$27,900,  and  Messrs.  Lewis  &  Allen,  of  Madison,  proposed  to  put 
in  the  heating  apparatus  for  $2,250. 

The  Board  did  not  accept  either  of  these  bids,  for  the  reason  that 
the  lowest  proposal  for  completing  the  building,  exceeded  the  amount 
then  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  for  this  object — this  amount  being 
about  $33,000.  They  however  determined  to  proceed  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  building,  and  on  the  6th  of  September  the  building  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Regents  Starr,  Thomas,  Sholes  and  White, 
(Regent  McMynn  having  resigned  and  Regent  White  having  been 
appointed  in  his  place),  were  directed  to  take  the  necessary  steps, 
and  were  authorized  to  employ  a  Superintendent  to  take  charge  of 
the  work. 

The  following  regulations  for  the  admission  of  students  to  the 
State  Normal  Schools  were  adopted  : 

''  1.  Each  Assembly  district  in  the  Stato  shall  be  entitled  to  six 
representatives  in  the  Normal  Schools,  and  in  case  vacancies  exist 
in  the  representation  to  which  any  Assembly  district  is  entitled, 
such  vacancies  may  be  filled  by  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the 
Beard  of  Regt^nts. 

"  2.  Candidates  for  admission  shall  be  nominated  by  the  County 
Superintendent  of  the  county  (or  if  the  County  Superintendent 
has  not  jurisdiction,  then  the  nomination  shall  be  made  by  the  City 
Superintendent  of  the  City)  in  which  such  candidate  may  reside, 
and  they  shall  be  at  least  sixteen  years  of  age,  of  sound  bodily 
health  and  good  moral  character.  Each  person,  so  nominated,  shall 
receive  a  certificate  setting  forth  his  name,  age,  health  and  charac- 
ter, and  a  duplicate  of  such  certificate  shall  be  immediately  sent  by 
mail,  by  the  Superintendent,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board. 

**  8.  Upon  the  presentation  of  such  certificate  to  the  Principal  of 
a  State  Normal  School,  the  candidate  shall  be  examined  under  the 
direction  of  the  Principal  of  said  school,  in  the  branches  required 
by  law  for  a  third  grade  certificate,  except  History  and  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Teaching,  and  if  found  qualified  to  enter  the  Normal 
School  in  respect  to  learning,  he  may  be  admitted,  after  furnishing 
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saoh  eyidence  as  tbe  said  Principal  maj  require,  of  good  health  and 
good  moral  character,  and  after  subscribing  the  following  declara- 
tion : 

«- 1 do  hereby  declare  that  my  purpose  in  entering 

the  State  Normal  School  is  to  fit  myself  for  the  profession  of  teach- 
ing, and  that  it  is  my  intention  to  engage  in  teaching  in  the  schools 
of  this  State. 

<*  4.  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  a  diploma,  who  has  not  been 
a  member  of  the  school,  fur  which  such  diploma  is  granted,  at  least 
one  year,  nor  who  is  less  than  nineteen  years  of  age  ;  and  a  certifi- 
cate of  attendance  may  be  granted  by  the  Principal  of  a  Normal 
School  to  any  person  who  shall  have  been  a  member  of  such  school 
for  one  term,  provided,  that  in  his  judgment  such  certificate  is  de- 
served. " 

It  was  determined  to  open  the  school  at  Platteville  on  the  9th  of 
October,  and  Regents  Sholcs,  Bobbins  and  Starr  were  appointed  a 
copamittee  with  authority  to  employ  teachers,  open  a  model  school, 
purchase  supplies,  fix  rates  of  tuition  for  the  model  school  and  to 
make  such  arrangemeots  as  they  deemed  proper.  Regent  Bobbins 
was  authorized  to  collect  and  pay  into  the  State  Treasury  the 
amount  subscribed  by  the  citizens  of  Platteville  for  repairing  and 
improving  the  Normal  School  building  located  in  that  village.  He 
was  also  authorized  to  collect  tuition  fees,  due  from  those  attending 
the  model  school  and  required  to  submit  a  statement  of  amounts  col- 
lected. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Board  was  held  at  Whitewater,  on  the 
2l8t  day  of  Nov.,  18(36.  The  President  and  Secretary  of  the 
Board  were  directed  to  draw  warrants  for  such  sums  as,  from  time 
to  time,  the  Building  Committee  should  certify  to  be  correct,  and 
required  for  erecting  the  building  at  Whitewater.  They  were  also 
authorized  to  draw  warrants  quarterly  in  payment  of  the  teachers 
and  Janitor  of  the  Platteville  Normal  School. 

The  Board  approved  the  action  of  the  committee  on  employment 
of  Teachers  for  the  State  Normal  School  at  Platteville. 

The  teachers  employed  were  : 

Ghas.  £[.  Allen,  principal, salary,  |2,000  00 

J.  Wernli,  asBistant  principal do. .  1 ,600  00 

Esther  M.  Sprague,  teacher  model  department do..  1,000  00 

Geo.  M.  Guernsey,  professor  mathematics per  month.  ..do. .  125  00 

Fannj  Josljn,  preceptress , do do..  62  60 

Henry  Treganown,  janitor do do. .  25  00 

The  terms  of  the  school  were  fixed  as  follows : 

First  term  to  commence  on  the  firsc  Tuesday  of  September,  and 
to  continue  sixteen  weeks  Second  term  to  commence  on  Tuesday 
suooeeding  New-Year's  day,  and  to  continue  fourteen  weeks  ;  and 
the  third  term  to  consist  of  ten  weeks,  and  to  end  on  the  last  day 
of  June. 
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Oq  the  20th  of  March,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Madison,  and  the 
Board  appointed  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Regents  Sboles,  Fair- 
child  and  Smith,  to  aid  in  organizing  teachers'  Institutes,  and  to 
carry  out  so  far  as  practicable  the  provisions  of  chapter  80,  of  the 
General  Laws  of  1867,  entitled  an  '<an  act  to  authorize  the  Board 
of  Regents  of  Normal  Schools  to  provide  for  holding  teachers'  in- 
stitutes." This  committee  was  authorized  to  allow  for  the  neces- 
sary expenses  of  each  institute  held,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  del 
lars,  provided,  that  no  school  officer  should  receive  any  compensa- 
tion for  any  services  rendered  in  connection  with  ihe  holding  of  In- 
stitutes. 

A  petition  was  presented  to  the  Board  from  inhabitants  of  Pierce 
and  St.  Croix  counties,  asking  the  location  of  a  State  Normal  School 
at  River  Falls. 

It  having  been  found  impossible  to  erect  the  Normal  School  build- 
ing at  Whitewater,  unless  the  Board  could  have  more  money  at  their 
disposal,  the  legislature  was  asked  to  appropriate  an  additional  sum 
of  9^,000  for  this  purpose.  At  the  same  time  authority  was  asked 
to  use  $5,000  more  /or  enlarging  the  Normal  School  Building  at 
Platteville.  The  legislature  promptly  ^ranted  the  relief  sought, 
ikudthe  Board  thus  have  at  their  disposal  for  the  building  at  White- 
water, $43,000.;  and  for  enlarging  that  at  Platteville,  $20,000 

The  Building  Conjmittee  were  directed  to  procure  plans  and  spec- 
ifications for  enlarging  the  Normal  School  building  at  Platteville, 
and  to  advertise  for  proposals. 

May  the  22d  the  Board  met  at  Madison.  The  proposals  for  en- 
larging the  building  at  Platteville  ^ere  opened,  but  as  none  of  the 
bids  were  within  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board,  the  Build- 
ing Committee  were  authorized  to  enter  into  contract  with  responsi- 
ble parties  for  the  erection  and  completion  of  the  enlargement  of  the 
Normal  School  building  at  Platteville,  provided,  that  the  cost  shall 
not  exceed  $17,500,  and  the  building  shall  be  completed  by  the  Ist 
day  of  September,  1868. 

The  Board,  at  this  meeting,  by  resolution  expressed  the  opinion 
that  it  is  expedient  to  commence  work  on  the  Normal  School  build- 
ine  at  Oshkosh,  as  soon  as  September  1st,  1868. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  the  Building  Committee  has 
entered  into  a  contract  with  Hon.  Hanmer  Bobbins,  of  Platteville, 
for  the  completion  of  the  Normal  School  building,  at  that  place,  at  a 
cost  to  the  state  of  $17,500.  Work  (las  been  commenced,  and  the 
Board  feel  confident  that  it  will  be  successfully  carried  on. 

The  success  of  the  Normal  School,  at  Platteville>  has  been  all 
that  the  most  sanguine  anticipated  More  room  is  required  as  the 
number  in  attendance  is  steadily  increasing. 

The  Board  hope  to  be  able  to  open  the  school  at  Whitewater  as 
soon  as  the  1st  of  May,  186b.     The  difficulty  of  procuring  brick 

Srevented  the  resuming  of  work  there  as  early  in  the  season  as  was 
esirable,  but  the  walls  are  up  and  nothing  will  interfere  with  the 
steady  progress  of  the  building. 
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The  ereat  edaoational  interest  committed  to  tbo  hands  of  the 
Board  is  attracting  great  attention,  not  only  in  our  own  bat  in  other 
states,  aad  we  hope  that  all  reasonable  anticipations  will  be  realized. 
We  trust  that  the  foundations  for  a  system  of  training  schools  for 
teachers  has  been  laid,  and  that  wi^  time,  effort  and  wisdom  we 
may  build  a  superstructure  that  shall  be  worthy  the  munificence  of 
the  people  and  the  character  of  the  State. 

I  transmit  herewith  the  &anoial  statement  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board,  together  with  correspondence  in  regard  to  teaching  Natural 
Science  in  our  Normal  Schools,  between  the  Secretary  and  Prof.  E. 
S.  Carr,  of  the  State  University,  and  Dr.  J.  J.  j^rown,  of  She- 
boygan. 

H.  BOBBINS, 

Vice  President. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


rmAKCIAL  REPOET 

OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  REGENTS  OF  NORMAL 

SCHOOLS. 


OvviOE  OF  Sbobbta&y 
OF  Board  of  Regbnts  of  Normal  Sohools, 
Madison,  August  31,  1867. 

Hon.  Hanmbb  Bobbins, 

Vice  PreMident  of  Board  of  Regents, 

Sib  : — I  have  the  honor  to  subndt  the  following;  statemeut  of 
warrants  drawn  by  order  of  the  Board,  during  the  year  ending 
August  Slst,  1867. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  Q.  MoMYNN. 
Secretary  Board  R.  N,  8* 


STATEMENT  OF  EXPENDITURES    . 

Of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  Normal  Schools  from  August  dlat, 
1866,  to  August  Slst,  1867. 


Date. 

No.  1 

1866. 

Sep.  6 

273 

Sep.  6 

274 

Sep   6 

275 

Sep.  6 

276 

Sep   6 

277 

Sep  6 

279 

Sep.  6 

280 

Sep.  6 

281 

Sep.  6 

282 

Sep.  6 

288 

Sep.  1 

284 

Sep.  7 

286 

Nov.  22 

287 

Sep.  20 

288 

Oct.  18 

289 

Oct.  18 

290 

Nov.  22 

291 

Nov.  22 

292 

Nov.  22 

298 

Nov.  22 

294 

Nov.  22 

295 

To  whom  paid. 


For  what  paid. 


Amount. 


Geo.  Hver  &  Go. . . 

Lyon  &  Paul 

M.  Shoeffler 

A.  0.  Sandford... 

L.  H.  Rann 

S.  Chapman 

Jno.  £.  Thomas.. . 

Wm.  Starr 

S.  A.  White 

Hanmer  Robbins. . 
Thompnon  k  Roberts 

G.  P  Randall 

Smith  &  Bryant.. . . 

0.  B.  Allen 

Building  committee 
Supply  committee.. 
Finny  &  Davis.  ... 
J.  B.  k  H.M.  Stocking 

J.  C  Cover 

William  Will.... 
Lyon  &  Paul « 


Advertising . 
....do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Expenses  as  Regent. . . 

. . .  .do do  . ... 

. ..  .do do  . .. . 

. . .  .do 40  .  . . 

. . .  .do do  . . . . 

Advertising 

Services  as  architect . . 

Advertising 

Work  at  Institutes. .  . . 
Whitewater  N.  School. 
Platteville  N.  School. . 

Advertising 

... .do.  

....do 

....do 

....do 


12  80 
15  00 
18  20 
8  80 
6  00 
12  20 
28  05 
20  50 

8  50 
25  00 

9  95 
279  85 

5  20 
100  00 

,000  00 
,100  00 

6  00 
5  00 
5  05 
4  00 

7  00 
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Statement  of  Expenditures^^oniinned, 


Date. 


No. 


To  whom  paid. 


For  what  paid. 


Amount. 


1866. 
Noy.  22 
Nov.  22 
Nov.  22 
Nov.  22 
Nov.  22 
Nou.  27 
Nov.  27 
Nov.  27 
Nov.  27 
Nov.  27 
Nov.  27 
Dec.  11 
Dec.  11 
Dec    11 

1867. 
Jan.  2d 
Jan.  25 
Jan.  28 
Jeb.  28 
Feb.  28 
Feb.  28 
Feb.  28 
Feb.  88 
Feb.  28 
Mar.  21 
Mar.  21 
Mar.  21 
Mar.  21 
Mar.  21 
Mar.  21 
Mar.  21 
Mar.  21 
Mar.  21 
Mar.  21 
Mar.  21 
Mar.  21 
May  22 
May  23 
May  28 
May  23 
\laV  23 
May  23 
May  23 
May  23 
May  23 
May  23 
May  28 
May  24 
May  23 
May  28 
May  28 
May  23 
May   28 


Geo*  Ever  &  Co.. . . 
Robinson  &  Bro.. . . . 
Brannan  k  Turner. . , 
Mark  M.  Pomeroy.. , 
Building  Committee, 
Charles  H.  Allen... 

J.  Wernii 

Esther  M.  Sprague.. 
Geo   M.  Guernsey. . , 

Fanny  Joslyn 

Smith  &  Brvaiit.. . . , 
Hanmer  R-  bbins. . . . 

N.  M.  Littlejohn 

N    M.  Littlejohn 


296 
207 

298 
299 
800 
301 
302 
303 
304 
306 
306 
807 
308 
809 

310 
811 
312 
813 
814 
315 
316 
817 
318 
319 
820 
821 
822 
323 
824 
825 
326 
827 
328 
329 
330 
331 
332 
383 
334 
835 
386 
887 
838 
339 
840 
841 

341i 
842 
843 
844 
846 
846 
5  SUP.  PUB.  INS. 


Advertiaing . 
. . • .do. . • .. . 

....do 

.do. 


Whitewater  Nor.  School 
Sal'y  Platteville  N.  Sch'l 

.  ...do do 

....do do 


. ..  .do do 

.  ...do do 

Advertising 

Wood,Platteville  N.  Sch 
Whitewater  Nor'l  School 
....do do 


N.  M.  Littlejohn.. 
N.  M.  Littlejohn.. 
Henry  Trcganown. 
Charles  E.  Allen.. 

J.  Wernii 

Geo.  M.  Guernsey. 
Fanny  Joslyn  .... 
Esther  M.  Sprague 
Henry  Treganown. 
Hanmer  Bobbins  . 
Wm   E.  Smith.... 

C.  0.  fcsholes 

S.  A  White 

Nelson  Williams. . 
Hanmer  Bobbins. . 
John  E  Thomas.. . 

Henry  Lines 

Wm.  E.  Smith 

Atwood  &  Rublee. 
Jermain  &  Brightman 

Geo    R.  Shaw 

Hanmer  Bobbins. . . 

8;  A.  White 

Nelson  Williams. . . 

William  Starr 

Henry  Lines 

Hanmer  Robbins. . . 

E.  F.   Hobart 

Randolph  Snowden . 

A.  C  Murphcy 

J.  0.  Pickard 

Hanmer  Robbins. . . 
N.  M.  Littlejohn... 
Hanmer  Robbins. . . 

E.  S.  Oarr 

Brown  &  Smith.. .. 

F.  W,  Case 

Henry  Treganown . . 


.  ...do do 

.  ...do do 

Janitor  Platteville  N.  S. 
Sal'y  Platteville  N.  Sch'l 
.:.  .do do... .. . 


. .do. , 
..do.. 
..do.. 


..do 

..do 

..do 


Janitor  Platteville  N.  8. 
Expenses  as  Regent. . . . 
For  recording  deed. .... 
Expenses  as  Regent... 

. . .  .do do 

....do do 

. . .  .do do 


....do. 
. . ..do. 
....do. 


...do.. 
...do.. 
...do.. 


Advertising  and  printing 

Advertising 

....do 


Expenses  as 

. .. .do 

....do 

....do 

....do 


Regent. . . 

.  .do 

.  .do 

..do 

..do 


Supplies  Platteville  N  S. 
Inst,  expenses,  Sauk  Oo. 
Supplies  Platteville  N  S. 
.do do. 


Inst;  exp.  Fond  du  Lac. . 
Supplies  Platteville  N.  S. 
Whitewater  Nor'l  School 
Supplies  Platteville  N.  S. 
Inst.  exp.  Fond  duLac. 

Advertising 

Work  for  board 

Janitor  Platteville  K.  S. 
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$8  25 

9  00 
5  00 

7  00 
217  69 
600  0*' 
250  00 

88  88 

250  00 

125  00 

5  70 

270  00 

2,062  59 

2,267  64 

1,547  78 

1,084  38 

60  00 

600  00 

876  00 

875  00 

187  60 

250  00 

75  00 

14  00 

4  00 

5  50 

8  96 
8  00 

16  00 
80  10 

18  60 
2  00 

65  50 
41  00 

19  00 

20  00. 
,6  95; 
4  20- 

13  76. 

14  9». 

46  85 
16  05. 

47  00 
ir  00 
20  80 
86  80 

6,pl0  66 

2  50 

H  80 

6  40 
6  76 

75  00. 


Google 


66 
Statement  of  £xpeR(2tV«re<-Hsoiicladed. 


Date. 

No. 

To  whom  paid. ' 

For  what  paid. 

Amount. 

1867. 

Hay  81 

847 

Esther  M.  Sprague.. 

Salary  PlatteTiUe  Nor.  B. 

$260  00 

Hay  81 

847i 

Fanny  Joslyn 

..do.  ...do do«.. 

187  60 

May  81 

848 

Geo.  M.  Guernaey... 

..do.... do do... 

875  00 

Hay  81 

849 

J.  Wernli 

..'do.  ...do do... 

875  00 

Hay  81 

850 

Charles  H.  Allen 

..do.  ...do do... 

600  00 

Jane  22 

861 

"  Chicago  Repub'n  " 
"  Milwaukee  News  »' 

Adverting  PlatteviUe  N.S. 

48  75 

Jane  22 

862 

..do do do.. 

20  75 

July     9 
July     9 

868 

F.  W.  Case 

Cyclopedia,,  .do do. . 

Whitewater  N.  S.  bu'ld'g 

99  00 

854 

N.  M.  Littlejohn 

7,210  87 

July    9 

855 

G.P.Randall 

Total 

Plans  for  PlatteTiUe  N.S. 

450  00 

$81,268  80 
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REPORT 

OF  TOE  COMMITTEE    OX  TEACHERS'  INSTITUTES. 


Madison,  Dec.  10,  1867.- 

To  the  Board  of  Regents  of  Nprmal  Schools: 

Gentlemen  : — The  undersigned,  a  committeo  appointed  March 
20,  1867,  with  authority  to  aid  in  organizing  teachers'  institutes, 
etc.,  would  respectfully  report : 

That  we  have  not  employed  any  persons,  as  instructors  for  insti- 
tutes, but  have  depended  upon  County  Superintendents  to  conduct 
them,  assisted  by  teachers  and  friends  of  education.  As  the  reso- 
lution, under  which  we  have  been  acting  did  not  indicate  as  the 
sense  of  the  Board,  that  it  was  time  to  inaugurate  a  system  of 
County  Institutes,  we  have  endeavored  to  encourage  County 
Superintendents  to  avail  themselves  of  this  efficient  agency  to  pro- 
mote education  in  iheir  respective  counties,  by  auditing  such  ac- 
counts for  expenses  incident  to  holding  the  same,  as  they  certified 
to  be  correct. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  amounts  which  we  have  au« 
thorizei  to  be  paid  from  the  income  of  the  Normal  School  Fund  : 


Date. 

To  whom. 

For   what. 

Amount. 

18(57. 

Met   23 

E.  F    Hobart 

Services  at  Sauk  Co.  Institute. 

$15  05 

May   23 

J.  C.  Pickard 

...do.. 

', .  Fond  duLac  Co. do. 

20  80 

May   2.3 

E.  S.  Carr 

....do.. 

do do. 

12  30 

Oct.      1 

D.  Gray  Purman. . . . 

Expenses  at  Grant  Co do. 

20  00 

Oct.      1 

J.  E.  Munger 

....do.. 

. .  Fond  du  Lac  Co. do. 

87  50 

Oct.      1 

I.  N.  Stewart 

....do.. 

..  Waukesha  Co.. do. 

60  00 

Oct.    28 

Carroll  Lucas 

....do.. 

..  Dunn    Co do. 

26  40 

Oct.    28 

L.  D.  Coombs 

....do.. 

..   Racine  Co....  .do. 

9  10 

CcL    28 

Robert  Graham 

....do.. 

..  Kenosha  Co do. 

40  60 

Oct.    22 

Cha?.  B.  Jennings..  ', 

....do.. 

..  Lafayette  Co..  .do. 

33  00 

Oct.    22 

I.  N.  Cundall 

....do.. 

. .  Fond  duLac  Co. do. 

3  00 

Dec     9 

A.  A.  Spencer 

Total  Dec.  7,  1867.. 

....do.. 

..  Green  Lake  Co. do. 

26  40 

1294  04 

Bespcotfnlly  submitted. 

LTTCIU8  FATB  CHILD, 
WM.  E.  SMITH. 
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REPOKT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  VISITORS 

OF  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  AT  PLATTEVILLE. 


Hon.  John  G.  McMynn, 

Sup^t  Public  Instruction. 

Sir  : — The  Hon.  A.  Bronson  and  Henrj  S.  Magoon,  two  of  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  viBitors  appointed  to  visit  knd  examine  the 
state  Normal  School  at  Platteville,  not  having  been  present  at  the 
time  fixed  tor  said  visit  and  examination,  t\?o  of  the  undersigned, 
to  wit :  D.  Gray  Purman,  and  William  E.  Carter,  the  former  being 
county  Superintendent  of  Schools  of  Grant  county,  Wis.,  and  re- 
siding at  Lancaster,  and  the  latter  residing  at  Platteville,  were  re- 
quested by  J.  T,  Mills,  to  assist  him  in  making  the  examination 
and  Eeport  required  of  said  visitors  by  law. 

The  undersigned  thereupon  proceeded  to  make  the  examination 
of  said  school  required  by  law,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
Report : 

The  school  was  organized  October  9th,  1866,  with  the  foilowing 
btaff  of  teacbern,  to  wit : 

Prof.  Charles  H.  Allen,  principal. 

**     Jacob  Wernli,  assistant  principal. 

**     George  M.  Guernsey,  Prof  of  Mathematics. 
Miss  Fanny  S.  Joslyn,  teacher  of  physiology,  history,  &c. 
**     Esther  M.  Sprague,  principal  of  model  school.  . 

And  the  school  has  continued  under  the  charge  of  the  same  Fac- 
ulty throughout  the  year. 

During  the  first  term  the  number  of  students  was  as  follows : 

Regularly  admitted  normal  students , 62 

Preparatory  normal  students 19 

Academic  students IS 

Model  class 40 
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During  the  second  term,  commencing  January  8fch,  1867,  the 
numbers  attending  the  different  departments  of  the  school  were  as 
follows : 

Regularly  admitted  normal  students 74 

Preparatory  normal  students 12 

Academic  students 88 

Model  class 50 


During  the  third  term  the  numbers  were  as  follows : 

Regularly  admitted  normal  students 60 

I'reparatory  normal  students 24 

Academic  students 10 

Model  class » 52 


During  the  entire  year  there  have  been  taught  and  trained,  as 
part  of  the  regular  normal  course,  classes  as  follows  : 

In  Reading,  Spelling,  Writing,  Grammar.  Arithmetic,  Geography, 
the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Teaching,  German  and  Vocal  Music. 

Classes  have  also  been  taught  and  trained  during  one  or  more 
terms  of  the  year  in  the  following  studies  : 

Physiology,  Botany,  Algebra,  Geometry,  Rhetoric  and  Composi- 
tion, Political  Economy,  History  of  the  United  States  and  Govern- 
ment, and  during  the  winter  term  a  course  of  Experimental  Lectures 
on  Practical  Science  was  delivered  by  the  Principal. 

Before  students  are  admitted  regularly  into  the  Normal  School 
proper,  they  are  expected  to  pass  such  an  examination  as  would  un- 
der the  law  entitle  them  to  a  Third  Grade  certificate,  except  in  His- 
tory and  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Teaching,  and  are  expected  in 
addition,  to  come  provided  with  a  nomination  to  the  School,  from 
the  County  Superintendent  of  the  County  in  which  they  reside. 
For  that  purpose  suitable  blanks  have  been  prepared  and  furnished 
to  those  officers.  It  has  hitherto  been  a  custom  in  the  School  to 
permit  students  who  came  provided  with  the  usual  nomination  and 
who  failed  to  pass  examination,  to  attend  during  one  term  free  of 
expense  for  tuition,  as  Preparatory  Students,  and  this  custom  ac- 
counts for  the  number  of  students  given  above  under  that  head. 

As  the  Normal  School  proper  has  not  hitherto  been  large  enough 
to  fully  occupy  all  of  the  time  of  the  Faculty,  an  Academic  Class 
has  been  organized  and  conducted  by  the  Faculty  hitherto,  and  will 
continue  so  to  be,  until  the  Normal  Classes  shall  have  reached  such 
proportions  that  time  for  other  classes  can  no  longer  be  spared  ;  by 
which  time  it  is  expected  the  Model  School  connected  with  the 
Normal  School  will  be  able  to  furnish  the  usual  Academic  training 
to  such  students  as  may  desire  to  prepare  themselves  to  enter 
College. 

The  Model  School  connected  with  the  Normal  School  is  designed 
chiefly  to  fornish  opportunity  for  training  students  in  the  latter,  in 
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the  actual  practice  of  teaching,  under  the  immediate  snperviBion  and 
inspection  of  the  Faculty.  But  it  i^  desired,  and  the  undersigned 
earnestly  recommend  that  the  Model  School  should  be  so  organized 
and  conducted  as  to  give  to  such  students  as  may  prefer  it  to  the 
regular  Normal  course,  a  thorough  Academic  training.  This  course 
in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned  would  tend  both  to  elevate  and 
dignify  the  school  and  to  widen  the  sphere  of  its  usefulness. 

Tho  undersigned  are  informed  that  no  regular  course  of  study 
and  training  for  the  school  has  been  adopted,  and  it  is  believed  to  be 
eminently  desirable  that  the  course  of  study  and  training  necessary 
and  preliminary  to  graduation  should  be  fixed  upon  and  promulgated 
at  as  early  a  day  as  possible.  It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  say 
here  that  inasmuch  as  few  persons  who  will  enter  the  School  wiU 
design  to  make  teaching  the  business  of  their  lifetime,  the  course  of 
study  and  training  when  fixed  upon  siiould  be  such  as  will  at  the 
same  time  qualify  the  student  for  the  more  immediate  duties  of  a 
teacher  and  for  the  ordinary  business  avocations  of  life. 

The  Normal  School  building  is  at  present  much  too  limited  in  ex- 
tent for  the  needs  of  the  school,  ana  with  such  limited  accommoda- 
tions the  best  results  cannot  rea:*onably  be  expected.  But  when  the 
new  buildings,  now  in  process  of  erection  shall  be  completed,  with 
the  greatly  improved  facilities  the  school  will  then  possess,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  greatly  more  important  results  may  be  confidently  ex- 
pected. 

Thus  far  no  difficulty  whatever  has  been  encountered  in  obtaining 
suitable  acoommodation sat  reasonable  rates  at  Piatteville  for  the 
students  attending  the  school. 

The  undersigned  found  the  school  under  the  most  perfect  disci- 
pline. No  improvement  in  that  respect  could,  it  is  believed,  be  sug- 
gested or  desired. 

The  examination,  which  was  continued  throughout  three  days, 
was  conducted  in  the  mo?t  thorough  manner,  offering  no  opportunity 
for  collusion  or  favoritism.  In  the  examination  of  each  class,  a 
long  list  of  questions  was  prepared  in  writing,  covering  all  branch- 
es of  the  study,  the  subject  of  the  examination,  so  far  as  the  class 
had  proceeded  in  it.  Usually,  questions  enough  were  prepared  to 
provide  each  student  in  the  class  with  two,  three  or  more  of  the 
slips  of  paper  on  which  the  questions  were  written.  The  slips  of 
paper  were  then  thoroughly  mixed,  and  distributed  among  the  stu- 
dents, usually  by  a  member  of  the  committee,  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  insure  perfect  fairness  in  the  distribution.  The  slips  were  all 
numbered  from  one  upward,  and  as  each  number  was  called,  the  stu- 
dent having  it  was  expected  to  rise  and  explain  orally  as  fully  as 
possible  the  subject  or  subjects  included  in  the  question. 

Both  after  the  close  of  as  well  as  during  the  explanation  of  the 
questions  by  the  students,  the  undersigned  and  such  persons  present 
as  desired  to  do  so,  freely  asked  such  questions  in  relation  to  the 
subjects  under  discussion  as  suggested  themselves. 
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The  andersigned  take  great  pleasure  in  saying  tbat  notwithstand- 
ing the  seyeritj  of  the  ezandnation  conducted  in  the  manner  above 
stated,  the  students  very  nearly  without  exception,  acquitted  them- 
selves with  very  great  credit.  Indeed  the  thoroughness  and  solidity 
of  the  knowle^e  displayed  by  the  several  classes  examined,  of  the 
subjects  under  examination  left  little  to  be  desired,  and  was  especi- 
ally gratifying  to  the  undersigned. 

Trusting  that  this  report  may  be  as  satisfactory  to  you  as  the 
visit  and  examination  were  to  the  undersigned,  they  beg  to  sub- 
scribe themselves, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

J.  T.  MILLS, 

D.  GRAY  PURMAN, 

W.  E.  CARTER, 

Committee* 
Plattbvtllb,  Wis.,  Aug.  31,  1867. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL 

OF  THE  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  AT  PLATTEVILLE. 


Statb  Normal  School, 
Platteyille,  Wis.,  December  1,  1867. 

Hon.  John  Gt,  MoMtnn,  /Si^p'f  Public  Instruction: 

SiE  : — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  con- 
cerning the  work  of  the  state  Normal  School,  during' the  year : 

1.  There  have  been  in  attendance  upon  the  school,  at  different 
times  during  the  year  123  ladies,  and  96  gentlemen  ;  total,  219, 
exclusive  of  the  model  school.  Of  this  number  135  have  brought 
nominations  from  county  or  cit^  superintendents,  and  passed  the 
required  examination  for  entering  the  school,  (some,  however,  after 
attending  a  preliminary  term,)  and  15  have  brought  nominations 
and  failed  to  pass  the  required  examinations.  Eight  came  from 
other  states.  About  20  teachers  of  some  experience,  for  their 
own  improvement  have  come  in  and  staid  from  two  weeks  to  a  term, 
and  the  remainder  have  paid  tuition  as  academic  students.  The 
attendance  upon  the  model  school  has  averaged  about  45. 

2.  During  the  ptesent  term  our  gross  attendance  has  been  84 
ladies  and  53  gentlemen. 

3.  The  average  attendance  for  the  four  terms  is  60  ladies  and  48 
gentlemen. 

4.  The  average  age  of  those  admitted,  at  time  of  admission  was, 
ladies,  19  1-4  years,  gentlemen,  19  3-4  years. 

5.  Before  entering  the  school  70  ladies  and  25  gentlemen  had 
taught  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State  ;  and  61  ladies  and  38 
gentlemen  have  taught  or  are  teaching,  since  having  been  members 
of  the  school. 

6.  The  number  nominated  and  entered  from  the  respective  coun- 
ties is  as  follows : 

Grant 67 

LaFayette 28 

Iowa 16 

Milwaukee,  (city) 5 

Portage 8 

Walworth; 2 

Waukesha '. .* , 2 

Vernon * 2 

Waupaca 2 

Washington ^ . . . .  2 

Dane 2 

Columbia 

Pepin 

Dodge 

Kenosha 

Oconto 
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7-     The  present  Board  of  Instruction  is  as  follows  : 

Charles  H.  Allen,  Principal, salary $2,000 

Jacob  Wernli,  Assistant  Principal, ' do 1,500 

Duncan  Mc  Gregor,  Professor  of  Mathematics, do 1 ,200 

Fannj  S.  Joslyn,  Instructor  in  History,  Geography  and  Physiology,.  800 

Mrs.  £.  A.  Graham,  Principal  of  Model  School, . . .  .salary 800 

Charles  Zimmermann,  Instructor  in  Draining, do 200 

8.  At  the  beginning  of  the  present  tenn  Prof.  Duncan  McGregor 
took  the  place  of  Prof.  Geo.  M.  Guernsey  as  Professor  of  Mathe- 
matics ;  Mrs.  E.  A.  Graham,  that  of  Miss  Esther  M.  Sprague,  as 
Principal  of  the  Model  School ;  and  Mr.  Charles  Zimmermann  has 
been  employed  as  a  teacher  of  outline  and  perspective  drawing. 

9.  The  repairs  upon  the  building  we  now  occupy  have  compelled 
us  to  put  the  Library  into  such  a  position,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
use  it  or  give  its  condition .  When  the  new  structure  is  completed 
we  shall  have  abundant  room,  and  can  then  make  it  available.  Dur- 
ing the  year  we  have  received  the  publications  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institute,  and  also  a  valuable  donation  from  Mr.  Augustus  Tyler,  of 
two  volumes,  consisting  of  Plates  and  descriptions  of  the  Animals  of 
this  continent.  Wa  have  also  been  supplied  by  the  Board  with  a 
set  of  Appleton's  New  American  Cyclopedia. 

10.  The  great  difficulty  we  encounter  in  bringing  the  school  into 
a  satisfactory  condition,  arises  from  the  constant  and  pressing 
demand  for  better  teachers.  Our  fall  and  spring  terms  are  seriously 
interfered  with  by  pupils  going  out  to  engage  in  the  winter  or 
summer  schools.  This,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  is  the  more  to 
be  regretted,  as  our  yearly  examinations  must  come  at  the  close  of 
the  spring  term.  We  feel,  however,  this  compensation :  some  schools 
are  furnished  with  better  teachers,  though  wo  are  liable  to  be 
judged  of  by  unripe  fruit. 

In  the  main,  great  discrimination  has  been  exercised  by  County 
Superintendents  in  regard  to  nominations,  though  a  few.  have  come 
to  us  unfitted,  either  physically  or  mentally,  for  teachers.  Many 
have  not  come  up  to  our  required  grade,  though  that  has  been  by 
no  means  high.  More  care  in  this  respect  would  save  disappoint- 
ment and  in  some  cases  unpleasantness. 

No  changes  have  been  made  in  regard  to  terms  of  admission.  The 
school,  during  the  last  term,  has  been  full  and  many  Academic  pu- 
pils have  been  sent  away.  We  have,  however,  been  able  to  receive 
all  who  came  regularly  nominated,  and  who  could  pass  the  required 
examination. 

Students  board  in  private  families,  and  thus  far,  little  difficulty 
lias  been  experienced  in  finding  good  board,  at  prices  ranging  from 
92  50  to  98  25  per  week. 

Feeling  that  we  need  more  help  in  the  great  work  in  which  we 
are  en^ged,  and  looking  forward  with  pleasure  to  the  time  when 
some  of  cor  sister  schools  shall  be  in  operation, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  Your  ob't  servant, 

CHA8.  H.  ALLEN,  Principal. 
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NAMES  OF  STUDENTS  I.V  NOKMAL  SCHOOL 
DURING  THE  FALL  TERM— 166 Y. 


Nominated,  Examined  and  Entered, 

LADIES. 


Names. 


Diet. 


County. 


Date  of  Nom. 


AlliDg,  Irene  L 

Baker,  Tbomasine  U.. . 
Bantley,  Margarett. . . . 

Barlow,  Hattie  L 

Barnhesel,  Amelia 

Bartholomew,  Louisa  J . 

Bass,  Mary  E 

Benedict,  Emma. 

Bennett,  E.  Jennie.. . . 

Blalock,  Mary 

Bliss,  Mary  E 

Brunner,  Lizzie 

Bumey,  Phebe  A 

Byer,  Libbie 

Case,  Almeda 

Costigan,  Alicia  J 

Cox,  Maggie 

Dean,  Adelaide 

Dickson,  Maggie  0. . . . 

Dowling,  Rose 

Dyer,  Emma  S 

Eddy,  Grace  U 

Eddy,  Drucilla 

Foulks,  Mary  E 

Goodrich,  Nellie 

Graney,  Maggie 

Green,  Maggie 

Gordon,  Lucinda 

Johns,  Ann  Z 

Jones,  Lucy  A 

Kirkpatrick,  Henrietta 

Lake,  Alice 

Lear,  Mary 

Marshall,  Ella 

McOallister,  Lissa 

McGregor,  Kate 

Morgan,  Achsah 

Moses,  Ellen 


Grant  , 


Iowa 

Milwaukee  city. 

Walworth 

Grant 

. ..  .do *... . 

....do  

La  Fayette 

. . ..do  

Grant 

Verona 

Grant 

...do  

Oconto 


La  Fayette 

Milwaukee  city 
Lali'ayette 


....do 
Grant  . 
Iowa. . . 
Grant  . 

....do. 
...  do. 

. ...do. 


....do... 
....do... 
....do... 
Waupaca. . 


Grant 

LaFayette. 


Grant. 

....do. 
....do. 


....do 

Whitehall,  111 

Waupaca 

Vernon 

Grant 


Aug.  28,  1867 


Oct. 

Sept. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

April 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Sept. 

Not- 

April 

Sept. 

April 

Feb. 


24,  1867 
21,  1867 

16,  1867 

17,  1867 
6,  1867 
4,  1866 

24,  1866 
11,  1867 

1,  1867 
17,  1867 

9,  1867 
27,  1867 
15,  1867 


Feb.  24,  1867 
Aug.  18,  1867 
Nov.     8,  1867 

Aug.  1,  1867 
Sept.  7,  1867 
Sept.  26,  1867 
Nov.    16,  1866 

Nov.  16,  1866 
Nov.  16,  1866 

April  27,  1867 

Oct  6,  1866 

Oct.  6,  1866 

Aug.  20,  1867 

Otft.  8,  1867 

Sept.  9,  1867 
Sept.  11,  1867 

Nov.   16,  1866 

Aug.  28,  1867 


Nov.  16,  1866 


Aug.  20,  1867 
Sept.  14,  1867 
Sept.   9,  1867 
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Names  of  StudenU  in  Normal  School — continued. 
LADIES  —con  cl  ude  d. 


Xames. 


Dist. 


County. 


Date  of  Nom. 


Kixon,  M.  Ellen.-... 
Norris,  Alice  A, . . . 
North,  Mattic  L 

Orerton,  J,  Minerva, 

Paddock,  Mary  C. . . , 

Paddock,  Martha 

Paddock,  Jennie . . . , 
Penn,  Entma. .  ..^•. 
Perry,  Delia  M 

Quimby,  Maria 

Rand,  Clara 

Rogers,  Charlotte  E 
Raggles,  LydiaP... 

Schellenger,  Mary  E 
Schroeder,  AlyinaE 

Selby,  Felicia 

Smith,  Rosetta.. . .., 
Snead,  Clemina. . . . 

Snead,  Alice 

Sprague,  Mrs.  E.  B. 
Stewart,  S.  Anna  . . 

Thompson,  Isabella. 
Treganown,  Libbie. 

Tyler,  Ada  M 

Tyler,  Kate 

White,  Abbie 


Grant 

...do 

Waukesha. 


Grant. 


La  Fayette 

..do , 

..do , 

Grant 

do 


.do.... 


do 

La  Fayette  . 
Iowa 


Iowa 

Grant 

La  Fayette. 

...do 

...do 

...do 

Dodge  

Grant 


Iowa. 
Grant 
...do. 
...do. 

...do. 


Oct.  20,  1866. 
Sept.  7,  1867. 
Sept.  1,  1867. 

Sept.  8,  1867. 

Not.  14,  1866. 
Nov.  14,  1866. 
Aug.  10,  1867; 
Aug.  27,  1867. 
Sept.  7,  1867. 

Nov.  16,  1866. 

Oct.  4,  1866. 
Aug.  20,  1867. 
Oct.  12,  1866. 

Sept.  6,  1867. 
Sept.  7,  1867. 
Oct.  20,  1866. 
Sept.  21,  1867. 
Aug.  31,1867. 
Sept.  11,  1867. 
July  1,  1867. 
Sept,  27,  1867. 

Oct.  24,  1867. 
Nov.  16,  1866. 
Ap'l  27,  1867. 
Oct.  20,  1866. 

Sept.  7,  1867. 


GENTLEMEN. 


Names. 


Dist. 


County. 


Date  of  Nom. 


Archer,  Edward  C. 

Block,  .Jacob 

Clarke,  Thomas  F.. 
Clifton,  J.  Theodore 
Clifton,  Jackson  J.. 

Eden,  Philip 

Ellsworth,  Henr    G. 


Grant 

. . .do 

Waukesha. 

Grant 

...do 

Mineral  Point  City. 
Iowa 


April  20,  186Y. 

Jan.  14,  1867. 

Apr.  18,  1867. 
Oct.  4,  1866. 
Sept.  17,  1867. 

May  7,  1867. 
Dec.  28,  1866. 
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Names  of  Students  in  Normal  School — continued, 
GENTLEMEN — Concluded. 


Names. 


Diet. 


County. 


Dale  of  Norn. 


Estabrook,  Chas.  E. . , 

Fruit,  John  J 

Funk,  Lewis.. ....... 

Grigsby,  Melvin , 

HaydeUf  James  M. . . 

Howe,  Henry , 

Hutton,  Andrew. ... , 

Jane,  Henry 

Jones,  R.  it 

Jones,  D.  B 

Jon^s,  ThQmas 

Kerr,  John  W 

Kleeberger,  G.  R 

Leibfried,  Francis  M.. 
Lemont,  S.  W 

Ma|;uire,  Francis 

McGough,  Philip  D... 
McDonald,  William  A, 
Mitchell,  James  L. . . . 

Parmelee,  J.  B 

Rait,  James 

Reese,  Moses 

Rountree,  Phil.  S. . . . 

Sampson,  Charles. . . . 
Schellinger,  Silas.... 

Tully,  Thomas 

Tyler,  Geo.  W 

Walker.  William 

Wildman,  Wilber  A  . 
Witherbee,  Hiram  J. . 
Wright,  Henry  E 

Zimmermann,  Chas. . . 


Grant. 


....do.... 
Walworth. 


Grant. 


....do.. 
....do.. 
Portage. 


La  Fayette. 

Grant 

Iowa 

....do 


Grant 

La  Fayette . 


Grant 

La  Fayette., 


Elizabeth,  III. 
Galena,  III. . . . 

Grant 

....do  


La  Fayette.. 


Portage! 

Jo  Davies,  111. 
Grant 


....do. 
Iowa. . . 


La  Fayette.. 
Grant 


....do 

La  Fayette.. 

Graut 

... .do 


Mil.  City  . 


Nov.  16,  1866 


Jan. 
Aug. 


12,  1867 
12,  1867 


Oct.      1,  1866 


Sept. 

Oct. 

Ang. 

Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Sep. 

Nov. 
Apr. 

Apr. 
Apr. 


9,  1867 
14,  1867 
80,  1867 

2Y,  1866 
31,  1866 
14,  1866 
25,  1867 

16,  1866 
18,  1867 

2Y,  1867 
80,  1867 


Oct. 
Sep. 

Aug. 

Aug. 


8,  1866 
Y,  1867 

31,  1867 

30,  1867 


Dec. 
June 


19,  1866 
24,  1867 


Sept. 
Oct. 

June 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Nov. 


5,  1867 
20,  1866 

19,  1867 
22,  1867 
27,  1867 
16,  1866 


July  17,  1867 
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Names  of  Students  in  Normal  School — conclnded. 

TREPARATORY  CLASS. 

LADIS8. 


Name?. 

Dist. 

County. 

Date  of  Norn. 

£van8.  Sarah  A 

8 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 
2 

Grant 

Sep.  9,  1867. 
Aug.  24,  1867. 

Jefferv.  Marv  A 

La  Fayette 

Matthews,  Hattie 

If tiCabe.  Marv  Ann 

La  Fayette 

Aug.  29,  1867. 

Jliies.  Minnie  C 

Noble.  Jane  V 

La  Fajette 

Seaton.  Mary 

Grant 

Voigt,  Louisa 

Milwaukee  City... 

Grant 

Grant 

Sep.  10,  1867. 

Sep.  9,  1867. 
Sep.    9,  1867. 

Woolfolk.  Susie 

Woolly,  Josephine 

GENTLEMEN. 


• 

Names. 

Dist. 

County. 

Date  of  Nom. 

Chase,  Horace 

JeflTerv,  E,  J 

1 

1 
1 

2 

La  Fayette 

Oct.  12,  1867. 

Nasmith,  Augustus 

Grant 

Sep.    7,  1867. 
Nov.  20,  1867. 

Noble.  Paul 

LaFayctte 

Grant 

Utt,  Wm.  H 

Sep.    7,. 1867. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Note.— The  following  correspondence  in  regard  to  teaching  Natural  Science 
in  the  Normal  Schools,  and  thus  securing  its  introduction  into  our  com- 
mon schools,  is  published  in  order  that  teachers  may  arail  themselves  of 
the  valuable  suggestions  made  by  Prof.  Carr  and  Dr.  Brown : 

Office  of  Supebimtsndent  of  Publio  InstructioVi 
Madison,  Wis.,  February  27th,  1867. 

Db.  J.  J.  Brown,  Sheboygan  : 

Mt  Dear  Sir  : — Your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  was  duly  re- 
ceived, but  was  laid  aside  for  a  few  days  on  account  of  a  pr^ss  of 
business.     In  reply  I  have  to  state  : 

1.  I  think  the  Board  of  Kegents  of  Normal  Schools  will  at  no 
distant  day,  see  the  necessity  of  providing  instruction  in  Natural 
Science  for  students  attending  the  State  Normal  Schools.  Tour 
views,  as  expressed  in  your  letter,  are,  it  seems  to  me,  such  as  will 
commend  themselves  to  tho  judgment  of  all  engaged  in  the  work  of 
education. 

2.  My  impression  has  be^n,  that,  for  some  time  to  come,  one  pro- 
fessor of  Natural  Science  could  give  instruction  in  two  or  three 
schools,  by  such  arrangements  as  could  be  made  to  have  the  lec- 
tures at  different  times  in  the  several  schools.  Perhaps  a  oourse 
of  six  weeks  in  Botany  for  each  school  during  the  Summer,  and  a 
oourse  of  about  the  same  length  during  the  Winter  in  elementary 
Chemistry,  with  some  instruction  in  Physiologv  during  the  other 
term  would  answer  for  two  or  three  years.  The  object  sought  in 
establishing  our  Normal  Schools  is  to  fit  persons  to  teach  in  our 
public  schools,  and  we  must  be  governed  by  circumstances  in  determ- 
ing  the  degree  of  fitness  to  which  students  must  attain  before  leav- 
ing the  schools.  We,  of  course,  cannot  keep  students  in  school 
long  enough  to  train  and  instruct  them  thoroughly,  but  we  can  do 
something,  and  what  we  are  able  to  do  at  all,  we  can  do  welL 

3.  Permit  me  to  suggest  that  you  prepare  a  ooromunioation  for 
the  Board,  calling  attention  to  this  matter,  and  indicating  in  out- 
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line  a  proper  course  of  lectures  for  6ur  Normal  Schools,  and  adapted 
to  the  present  requirements  of  our  common  schools. 

It  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  lay  such  a  paper  before  the  Board. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  • 

JNO.  G.  MoMYNN. 
Secretary  Board  R.  N.  S, 


Shebotoan,  March  4,  1867. 
Hon.  John  G.  MoMynn, 

DsAB  Sia  : — ^Your  favor  of  the  27th  ultimo  is  just  rpceived,  and 
for  which  I  am  ever  so  much  obliged  to  you. 

Tou  suggest  that  1  prepare  a  communication  for  the  Board  in  re* 
gard  to  the  teaching  of  the  natural  sciences  in  our  Normal  Schools, 
and  also  to  indicate  a  proper  course  adapted  to  the  requirements  of 
our  common  schools. 

Unacquainted  as  I  am  at  present  with  our  schools,  I  do  not  feel 
oompetent  to  perform  such  a  task — ^but  since  I  have  importuned  you 
on  this  subject,  I  will  do  your  bidding  so  far  as  to  express  my  crude 
ideas. 

In  marking  out  Kplan  your  own  words  should  be  kept  constantly 
in  view.  In  the  letter  now  before  me  you  say  :  "  We  of  course 
cannot  keep  students  in  school  long  enough  to  train  and  instruct 
them  thoroughly,  but  we  can  do  something,  and  what  we  are  able 
to  do  at  all  we  can  do  well."  Therefore,  students  in  the  natural 
sciences  should  not  spend  all  their  time  in  laying  only  a  foundation 
for  some  grand  superstructure  which  they  will  never  build. 

As  for  instance  m  Botany,  not  to  recite  by  course  an  elaborate 
vegetable  physiology,  nor  learn  much  of  exotics  which  they  most 
likely  will  never  see — but  study  firtt  our  indigenous  botany,  plant 
by  plant,  just  as  they  grow  in  our  fields  and  woods,  and  make  each 
plant  a  complete  and  perfect  lesson  by  itself.  Thus  the  student, 
placking  and  analyzing  a  plant  with  his  own  hands  and  learning  its 
botany,  has  something  to  show  for  each  hour  spent,  and  should  be 
able  to  impart  the  same  to  others.  In  this  way  '*  we  can  do  «Ofne- 
iking  and  what  we  are  able  to  do  at  all  we  can  do  totU, 

So  too  with  Entomology. 

A  very  large  proportion  of  the  common  school  houses  of  our  state 
are  situated  in  the  most  favorable  localities  for  the  pursuit  of  these 
studies,  and  a  weekly  or  semi-weekly  ramble  of  a  school,  for  an  hour 
or  80,  over  the  fields  or  through  the  woods  with  a  competent  teacher, 
in  the  pursuit  of  these  studies,  would  be  no  loss  of  time  in  regard-  to 
other  branches,  and  would  in  time  work  a  marvellous  change  in  the 
education  particularly  of  our  farming  population,  just  where  it  is 
mosf'useful  and  most  needed.  The  lack  of  education  in  the  natural 
Boiences  strips  from  the  life  of  the  farmer  a  large  share  of  it  scharms, 
and  reduces  his  occupation  too  much  to  a  life  of  mere  drudgery. 
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This  should  not  be  so,  for  this  class  of  our  people  are  the  most 
numorous,  and  on  them,  to  a  great  extent,  depend  all  other  interests 
of  our  state.  On  their  intelligence  and  virtue  must  we  ever  depend 
for  the  safe  keeping  of  all  our  political  institutions  and  liberty. 

Our  teachets  should  write  the  natural  history  of  onr  state  and 
every  school  district  should  furnish  its  own  part. 

In  chemistry,  that  portion  which  is  most  useful  and  relates  to  the 
most  familiar  and  every  day  occurrences  of  life,  and  requires  the 
least  aparatus  to  teach,  should  be  selected  first  for  study,  and  stu« 
dents  should  be  taught  in  our  Normal  schools,  not  alone  hy  brilliant 
experiments  and  eloquent  lectures,  but  mainly  by  individual  mani- 
pulations. Failures  to  demonstrate  even  simple  facts  in  chemistry, 
and  discouragements  in  teaching  the  same,  often  occur  from  a  mere 
lack  of  familiarity  with  the  manipulations.  In  this  it  is  not  enough 
for  a  teacher  to  know  a  thing  himself,  but  he  must  be  able  to  prove 
it  to  others — ^not  that  he  has  seen  a  certain  acid  or  salt  manufac- 
tured, but  that  he  has  made  it  himself  and  can  do  it  again.  Here 
too.  •*  what  we  are  able  to  do  at  all  we  can  do  well." 

Elementary  chemistry  can  be  taught  in  our  common  schools  with 
the  most  meager  aparatus,  if  the  teachers  have  ordinary  ingenuity 
and  have  had  experience  with  chemicals. 

I  do  not  think  the  details  of  anatomy  and  physiology  can  be  pro- 
fitably studied  in  our  common  schools.  But  *'  something"  of  the 
bones,  musccls,  nerves,  bloodvessels,  stomach  and  lungs,  and  as 
much  more  as  is  necessary  for  knowing  how  to  preserve  our  health, 
should  be  taught  to  all.  They  should  study  this  department  in  its 
most  general  and  simple  parts  and  with  special  reference  to  hygiene* 
Every  lesson  should  have  a  practical  application  to  the  ordinary 
phenomena  of  life.  The  skeleton  of  some  small  animal,  a  few  plates 
of  human  anatomy,  and  some  plain  text  book  would  suffice  for  teach^ 
in^  this  department  in  our  common  schools. 

I  beg  your  pardon  for  writing  so  long  a  letter,  and  hoping  to  hear 
from  you  again,  I  remain 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  J.  BROWN. 


OVFICB  OF  SUPBRIMTBNDSNT  OF  PVBLIO  lNSTRV0TI02f, 

Madison,  Wis.,  March  8,  1867. 

Pbof.  E.  S.  Carr,  Madison, 

My  Dbar  Sir  : — The  Board  of  Regents  of  Normal  Schools  have 
to  take  some  action,  at  no  distant  day,  in  regard  to  the  teaching  of 
natural  science  in  the  schools  under  their  control.  It  has  seemed 
to  me  that  some  instruction  in  Chemistry,  Botany,  and  Physiology, 
should  be  ffiven  to  the  classes  now  organized  in  the  Platteville 
sohool,  and  that  a  plan  should  be  adopted  that  may  be  developed  as 
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oiroumsfcanoes  may  warrant  or  necessity  require.  I  would  be  glad 
to  know  your  opinion  in  regard  to  certain  points,  that  the  Board 
may  have  the  advantage  of  your  experience  and  obserration  in  con- 
nection with  this  subject.  If  you  can  fini  the  time  to  answer  the 
following  questions,  1  shall  take  pleasure  in  layioff  your  communi- 
cations berore  the  Board  at  its  next  ibeeting,  which  is  to  be  held  Im 
Wednesday  the  2i)th  instant : 

1.  Do  you  regard  natural  science  as  a  necessary  part  of  a  course 
of  study  adaptea  to  those  who  are  preparing  themselves  to  teach  ? 

2.  Which  branches  do  you  regard  as  most  important,  and  what  is 
the  order  in  which  they  should  be  taught  ? 

3.  Could  a  course  of  lectureSi  not  exceeding  six  weeks  in  length, 
be  arranged  so  as  to  be  of  greater  benefit  to  scholars,  if  their  time 
should  be  occupied  with  some  departments  of  natural  science,  than 
if  it  should  be  devoted  to  mathematics  and  literature  ? 

4.  What  plan  would  you  recommend  the  Board  to  adopt  in  pro- 
viding for  giving  instruction  in  two  Normal  Schools  ? 

I  have  only  indicated,  in  the  foregoing,  questions  that  the  Board 
will  soon  have  to  answer,  but  I  shaU  be  obliged  to  you,  if  you  will 
express  your  views  freely  and  fully  in  regard  to  the  whole  subject. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JNO.  O.  MoMYNN, 
Secretary  B.  R.  N.  S, 


TJniVBBSITT  Of  WiSOOMSIK, 

Maboh  18,  1867. 
Col.  John  G.  MoMynn  : 

Dbab  Sib  : — Your  favor  of  the  8th  inst.,  making  certain  inquiries 
with  regard  to  instruction  in  the  Natural  Sciences,  is  received,  and 
I  proceed  to  answer  them  briefly  in  their  order. 

1st.  "  Do  you  regard  the  Natural  Sciences  as  a  necessary  part 
of  a  course  of  study  adapted  to  those  who  are  preparing  themselves 
to  teach  ?" 

To  this  question,  in  common  with  all  modern  educators,  I  give  a 
decided  affirmative,  on  the  ground  that  these  studies  should  heginva 
all  our  primary  schools,  and  be  prosecuted  in  their  analytical  and 
scientific  development  in  the  grammar  and  high  school. 

First,  because  such  a  course  is  in  accordance  with  the  natural 
laws  of  intellectual  and  physical  development ;  and  secondly,  be- 
cause no  other  studies  can  compare  with  these  in  giving  that  intel- 
lectual culture  and  knowledge  which  fit  men  and  women  for  the  ordi- 
nary and  extraordinary  pursuits  of  life. 

The  powers  and  faculties  of  observation  are  first  developed  in 
obildren.  They  see,  hear,  feel  and  compare  before  they  understand 
and  reason.     The  moment  a  child  has  an  independent  existence,  it 

6  SUP.  PUB.  INS. 
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begins  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  objects  through  the  medium  of  the 
senses.  Is  its  attention  turned  to  animals?  It  begins  to  study 
Zoology — to  plants,  Botany,  to  minerals,  Mineralogy,  to  rooks,  G-e- 
oiogy,  &c. 

Thus  the  senses,  the  organs  of  our  relationship  with  the  external 
world,  and  the  media  through  which  knowledge  is  acquired,  under 
proper  guidance  become  developed  and  strengthened,  and  the  mind 
receives  its  appropriate  aliment,  knowledge,  without  which  there  can 
be  little  or  no  intellectual  growth.  It  appears  to  me  as  unreasona- 
ble to  suppose  that-ihe  mind  of  a  child  can  have  a  healthy  and  vig- 
orous growth  by  confining  ic  to  books,  and  purely  intellectual  pro- 
cesses, (the  common  method  of  schools,)  as  that  its  body  can  be  de- 
veloped into  manhood  by  exercise  alone,  without  appropriate  food. 
As  tne  mind  and  body  become  developed  in  accordance  with  the 
laws  of  their  being,  the  child  passes  from  the  phenomena  or  appear- 
ance of  natural  objects,  to  an  analysis  of  their  parts  and  finds  an 
explanation  of  these  phenomena  in  the  laws  of  the  natural  world. 

The  skilful  teacher  who  knows  what  and  how  to  teach,  who  has 
had  any  experience  in  instructiog  children  in  the  way  above  indica- 
ted, will  testify  to  the  interest  with  which  these  studies  are  pur- 
sued, and  the  discipline  and  culture  which  they  afford. 

The  natural  sciences,  aside  from  the  discipline  and  culture  wbioh 
they  give,  have  a  utilitarian  value  which  can  hardly  be  over-estima- 
ted, and  which  entitles  them  to  a  place  in  every  public  school.  It 
is  their  province  to  explain  the  laws  of  health,  the  nature  and  pre- 
paration of  food,  the  constitution  of  the  air  we  breathe,  the  com- 
position of  the  soil  we  cultivate,  in  fine,  all  the  arts  and  processes 
upon  which  civilized  life  depends..  They  have  given  us  the  control 
of  the  forces  of  the  material  world,  by  means  of  which,  acting  in 
accordance  with  the  Divine .  command,  we  are  subduiog  the  earth 
and  extending  our  dominion  over  it. 

It  is  a  common  complaint  tl)at  education  does  not  better  fit  (bat 
rather  unfits)  the  young  of  both  sexes  for  the  common  pursuits  of 
life.  K  this  is  so,  the  fact  finds  an  explanation  in  the  neghct  of 
those  studies  which  by  serving  to  enlighten  labor,  elovate  agricul- 
ture and  the  useful  arts  to  the  dignity  of  professions. 

That  teacher  would  surely  increase  his  influence  in  any  communi- 
ty who  could  explain  the  phenomena  and  instruct  the  housewife,  the 
fanner  and  manufacturer  in  the  nature  of  familiar  processes,  and 
thus  add  both  directly  and  indirectly  to  his  usefulness. 

These,  then,  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  I  think  the  Natural 
Sciences  should  be  taught  in  our  common  schools,  and  why  teachers 
should  be  taught  how  to  teach  them. 

2d.  **  Which  branches  do  you  regard  as  most  important,  and 
what  is  the  order  in  which  they  should  be  taught  ?  " 

Leaving  general  physical  or  Natural  Philosophy  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, the  more  important  branches  in  my  opinion  would  be  chemistry 
a.nd  its  applications,  especially  to  heating,  lighting,  ventilation,  food, 
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agriculturo,  &c.,  the  physiology  of  plants  and  animals  considered 
with  reference  to  hygiene  and  culture  ;  Geology,  in  its  relation  to 
mining,  agriculture  and  the  history  of  our  race.  Theso  branches 
shoilld  be  taught  in  the  order  above  mentioned. 

In  the  public  schools  these  studies  should  be  preceded  by  the  Nat- 
ural History  of  minerals,  plants  and  animals,  that  is,  the  study  of 
their  sensible  characters,  followed  by  the  elements  of  Physics  or  Nat- 
ural Philosophy 

3d,  "  Could  a  course  of  lectures,  not  exceeding  six  weeks  in 
lengthy  be  orrangcd  so  as  to  be  of  greater  benefit  to  scholars,  if  their 
time  should  be  occupied  with  some  departments  of  N>itural  Science, 
than  if  it  should  be  devoted  to  mathematics  and  literature?" 

A  course  of  instruction  extending  thruugh  six  weeks,  and  iuclud- 
ing  fifty  or  sixty  lectures,  with  accompanying  class  exercises,  given 
by  a  competent  person,  could  be  made  of  more  value  to  students 
preparing  themselves  for  teachers  than  the  yearly  course  as  usually 
given.  The  more  time  iltudents  could  give  to  these  subjects  during 
the  course,  the  greater  would  be  their  progress.  The  success  of 
this  instruction  would  depend  much  upon  the  cnoouragpmcnt  given 
by  teachers  of  the  institution  in  which  such  courses  should  be  given. 

4th.  **  What  plan  would  you  recommend  the  bdard  to  adopt  in 
providing  for  giving  instruction  in  two  Normal  Schools?'' 

Such  is  the  relative  importance  of  the  Natural  Sciences  to  all  oth- 
er studies  and  pursuits  of  life,  especially  those  in  which  the  masses 
of  the  people  are  interested,  that  f  consider  this  question  as  one  of 
the  roost  important  that  can  come  before  the  Board.  In  my  opinion 
the  Board .  should  employ  some  thoroughly  competent  man,  who 
should  give  the  whole  or  a  part  of  his  time  to  instruction  in  the 
Normal  Schools  and  Teachers  Institutes. 

The  employment  of  a  man  worth  $3,000  per  year,  for  one-half  of 
his  time,  in  the  way  above  indicated,  would  accomplish  much  moro 
for  the  cause  of  popular  education,  than  the  services  throughout  the 
year  of  one  worth  naif  that  sum..  Massachusetts  for  several  years 
employed  Agassii  and  Ouyot,  the  mnst  eminent  naturalists  not  only 
of  this  country  but  of  the  world,  in  her  Normal  Schools  and  Teachers' 
Institutes,  and  the  influence  of  their  instructioil  is  felt  to-day  not 
only  in  every  public  school,  but  on  every  farm  and  in  every  work- 
shop in  New  England. 

Availing  myself  of  your  invitation  to  express  myself  freely  on 
these  matters,  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  upon  your  Board  the  im- 
portance of  a  correct  method  of  teaching  the  Natural  Sciences.  The 
usual  text  book  instruction  I  regard  as  not  only  useless  but  posi- 
tivcly  injurious.  The  experience  of  nearly  cverj  student  who  has 
gone  through  the  tisual  routine  uf  instruction  in  our  academies  and 
colleges  will  justify  this  statement.  Text  books  are  useful  as  aids 
and  then  only  when  written  by  competent  persons. 

The  texts  for  the  students  of  natural  science  are  the  ofyects 
themselves,  which  must  be  seen,  handled  and  experimented  with,  as 
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the  oasc  may  be,  nnder  the  guidance  of  competent  teachers.      In  no 
other  way  can  a  true  acquaintance  with  things  be  obtained. 

A  teacher  may  be  quite  familiar  with  fhe  routine  of  a  text  book, 
and  know  perfectly  well  whether  a  scholar  recites  from  it  correctly, 
and  yet  be  almost  wholly  ignorant  of  the  subject.  I  know  of  young 
(and  old)  maids  who  are  to-day  giving  acceptable  instruction,  t.  e. 
hearing  text  book  recitations  in  our  educational  institutions,  on  hu- 
man anatomy  and  physiology,  who  do  not  know,  as  far  as  their  owa 
knowledge  is  concerned,  whether  the  stomach  is  above  or  below  the 
diaphragm,  or  whether  the  brain  occupies  the  cavity  of  the  cranium 
or  of  the  pelvis.  Classes,  too,  in  geology,  who  recite  well,  and 
whose  names  sftand  high  on  the  merit  roll,  may  be,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  are,  in  common  with  their  teachers,  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
geuldgy  of  their  immediate  neighborhood,  because  not  given  in  the 
text  book,  and  could  not  tell  from  personal  observation  granite  from 
sandstone. 

The  mistaken  view  is  quite  prevalent  in  the  community  and 
among  teachers  themselves,  that  instruction  given  in  the  way  I  have 
indicated  would  require  expensive  apparatus  and  collections.  But 
the  collections  of  nature,  every  where  around  us,  of  minerals,  rocks, 
plants  and  animals  far  exceed  in  instructional  value  artificial  collec- 
tions, and  I  can  safely  affirm  as  the  result  of  twenty-five  years  of 
experience  that  the  teacher  who  cannot  demonstrate  experimentally 
all  the  principles  of  general  ph}  sics  and  chemistry  with  twenty  dol- 
lars worth  of  apparatus,  aside  from  that  which  every  household  and 
bl:)cksmith*s  shop  will  afford  him,  does  not  understand  his  business. 
1  he  kitchen,  the  workshop,  the  foundry  and  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments of  every  description,  together  with  the  farm  and  bam 
}  ard  where  chemical  and  physical  processes  are  seen  in  practical  re- 
lations should  form  a  part  of  his   Laboratory. 

I  have  thus,  in  reply  to  your  queries,  expressed  my  views  upon 
the  educational  value  of  the  Natuial  Sciences,  and  touched  briefly 
upon  the  defects  in  the  present  method  of  teaching  them,— defects 
which  I  believe  can  be  remedied  in  a  great  measure  through  the  m- 
strumentality  of  Teachers'  Institutes  and  Normcl  Schools. 
•  With  great  respect, 

Yours,  very  truly, 

EzBA  S.  Carr. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THB 

KEGKNTS  OF  JHE  UNIVERSITY  OF  WISCONSIN, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  SEPTEMBER  80,  1867. 


To  His  ExcelloDCj,  Lucius  Fairchild, 

Governor  of  T^isconiin : 

On  behalf  of  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  annual  report,  required 
by  law,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1867. 

The  last  annual  report  showed  the  action  of  the  Regents  in  their 
endeavor  to  re-organize  the  University  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  114  of  the  General  Laws  of  1866;  that  they  had  acquired 
the  necessary  lands  for  an  experimental  farm  ;  how  they  had  been 
disappointed  and  embarrassed  in  their  efforts  to  obtain  a  suitable 
**  President  of  the  University;"  that  they  had  at  last  been  com- 
pelled to  continue  instruction  at  the  institution  substantially  as  it 
existed  theretofore,  and  how  the  then  available  mems  of  tne  Uni- 
versity would  be  insufficient  to  effect  the  development  and  changes 
contemplated  by  the  act  of  re-organization.  Although  the  pecuni- 
ary assistance  so  much  needed,  and  since  then  promptly  granted  by 
the  legislature  in  the  annual  appropriation  of  $7,308  76  for  ten 
years,  has  not  yet  been  available,  (the  first  annual  appropriation 
being  in  use  for  the  ensuing  year),  yet  the  Regents  have  already 
greatly  felt  the  benefits  of  this  endowment  which,  for  the  next  ten 
years  at  least,  places  the  institution  financially  iu  a  condition  where 
solid  and  permanent  organization  and  development  become  possible. 
Hence  the  Regents  find  it  a  cause  for  congratulation  that  they  are 
able  to  report  that  during  the  past  year  they  have  succeeded  in  sup- 
plying the  University  with  a  proper  executive  head  in  the  perso)  of. 
Professor  Paul  A.  Uhadbourue,  M.  D.,  formerly  of  Williams'  Col- 
lege, Massachusetts,  and  afterwards,  and  at  the  time  of  his  election 
here,  President  of  the  State  Agricultural  College  of  that  State, 
who  was  elected  President  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  on  the 
22d  day  of  June,  1867. 
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President  Chadbourne  has  since  then  very  zealously  and  ably 
assisted  the  regents  in  laying  the  foundations  for  the  present  and 
future  organization  and  developement  of  the  university;  and  al- 
though the  results  so  far  accomplished  may  not  perhaps  satisfy  the 
expectations  of  some,  who;  themselves  without  experience  in  such 
matters,  wonld  have  a  great  and  renoTt'ned  institution  of  learning 
created  in  the  space  of  a  year,  or  i»f  others,  who,  dissatisfied  with 
the  past  results  of  our  university,  would  begin  by  tearing  down  and 
uprooting  every  thing  that  connects  the  past  with  the  present ;  yet 
it  is  confidently  believed,  that  an  earnest  and  impartial  consideratioa 
by  men  of  experience  and  judgment  of  what  has  so  far  been  accom- 
plished by  the  President  and"  llepents  of  the  University,  is  all  that 
could  reasonably  bo  expected  and  should  satisfy  the  just  hopes  of 
the  friends  of  the  Institution  and  of  the  people  of  the  State. 

To  create  such  an  institution  of  learning  as  is  contemplated  by 
the  law  of  re-crganization,  and  as  the  regents  hope  will  eventually 
be  reared  to  the  lasting  honor  and  benefit  of  our  young  and  noble 
State,  requires  a  large,  able,  learned  and  experienced  faculty,  a  cor- 
respondingly large  number  of  well  prepared  students,  and  correspond- 
ingly large  and  ample  means.  AH  this  can  be  reached  in  time  ; 
some  of  it,  the  regents  believe,  they  have  already  obtained,  but,  as 
in  all  really  great  things,  so  here  time,  patience,  industry,  perse- 
verance nnd  good  judgment  are  essential  to  success.  It  mus^-  not  be 
forgotten,  that  we  are  just  beginning  with  slender  means  to  lay  the 
founddtion  for  a  university,  and  that  this  repoft  can  be  expected  to 
show  only  pro^re#<  in  the  work  of  construction,    i 

THE  FACULTY. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  collegiate  year  several  changes  in  and 
additions  to  the  number  of  instructors,  were  made  by  the  regents. 
The  following  is  the  faculty,  as  at  present  constituted : 

PAUL  A.  CHADBOURNE,  M.  D. 
Prendeni  and  Profeaaor  of  Menial  and  Moral  PhUowphy, 

JOHN  W.  STERLING,  LL.  D., 
Profeaaor  of  Natural  Fh'lo$ophy  and  Atlronomy. 

EZRA.  S.  CARR,  LL.  D., 
Profeuw  of  Chemistry  and  Natural  Bietory. 

JOHN  P.  FUCHS,  M.  D., 
Profenor  of  Modem  Languages  and  Literature. 

WILLIAM  F.  ALLEN,  A.  M., 
Professor  of  Ancient  Languages  and  History, 
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r  T.  N.  HASKELL,  A.  ¥., 

Profei»or  of  RhOorifi  and  Sngliah  lAlerature, 

L  B.  E.  HARMON,  A.  B., 

TWor. 

AMOS  H.  THOMPSON,  A.  B., 
Tuicr. 

MISS  ELIZABETH  EABL, 
Precejdren  in  the  AorMW  DepartmenL 

MISS  CLARISSA  WARE, 
AnodaU  Preceptitu, 

MIS 3  PRANCES  BROWN 
Teachir  of  Mutie, 

MISS  LOUISA  BREWSTER, 
Teacher  of  PainHng  and  Dramng, 

Followltig  tbe  classifioation  prescribed  in  the  law  of  re-organization,  I 
beg  to  submit  the  following  statement  tjoncernioff  the  present  con- 
dition of  tbe  seyeral  colleges  and  departments  or  the  University, 
the  number  of  students,  the  courses  of  study  in  each  department  or 
colleffe,  the  contemplated  development  thereof,  &c.,  availing  myself 
for  that  purpose  of  much  that  is  contained  in  the  printed  catalogue 
of  the  present  year. 


L— THE  COLLEGE  OF  ABTS. 


Candidates  for  admission  to  the  College  of  Arts,  are  examined  in 
English  Grammar,  Geography,  Mental  and  Written  Arithmetic, 
Plain  and  Solid  Geometry,  and  in  Algebra  to  Quadratic  Equations. 

The  following  is  the  course  of  instruction  in  this  department : 

FIRST  TEAR. 

J^«<  Term. 

Mathematics Algebra  begun — LoomiH. 

Gkrh All 4hD'8  Method. 

Natural  Histobt Botany. 

Elictitk  Studiks Praetical  Botany  and  Agricolture,  French  and  Latin. 
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Second  Term, 

Mathbmatics. Algebra  completed— Loomis. 

Conic  Secttona. 

OxRiiAN Select  Readings.  ' 

History 

Elsctiye  Stttdiks.....  Hi  story  of  Useful  Plants,  Physical  Geography,   Clima- 
tology, French,  Latin. 

i^ird  Term. 

If  ATHSXATics Plane  Trigonometry,  Mensuration,  Surveying  and  Nav- 
igation-^tf&omis. 

Geriiam Schiller's  or  Goethe's  Plays. 

Xatural  Histort Botanical  Analysis 

HiSTORT ^ . 

Slictivx  Stitdhs..  . .  .Horticulture,  French,  Latin. 

Themes  and  Declamations  weekly  during  the  year. 


SECOND  TBAR. 

Firtt  Term, 

Mathkmjlticb. Spherical  Trigonometry— Loomis 

Analytical  Geometry —  ** 

Rhetoric Day. 

Natural  Histort.  . . .  .Mineralogy — Dana. 

Human  Amatomt Lectures. 

Ohxmistrt ,  Youmans. 

Electitx  Studies Laboratory   Practice,     QualUatwe    Analyeie,    JBhwpipe 

Analynt, 

Second  Term. 

Physics Snell's  Olmsted  begun— Lectures. 

Civil  Polity. Political  Economy— Perry. 

Chemistry Organic  and  applied. 

Natural  History Zoology  begun— Agassi  z. 

ELxcTiyx  Studies..  . .  .Laboratory  Practice,  QuanUiaihe  Analyme, 

T^ird  Term. 

Physics Snell's  Olmsted  completed — Lectures. 

Civil  Polity International  Law,  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Natural  History..  . .  .Zoology  completed. 
General  Physiology. 

Elective  Studies Differential  and  Integral  Calculus,  Natural  History  of 

Domestic  Animals,  Entomology. 

Themes  and  Declamations  weekly  during  the  year. 
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THIRD  TEAR. 

J^rsi  Term. 

AsTRONoiTT. Sneira  Olmsted . 

Mental  Philosophy.  .  .Haven. 
ExoLisii  LiTERATiTRB..Shaw,  begun. 
Natural  Aistobt Geology  and  Mining. 

Elbctite  Studies Examination  of  SoiI«,  Forestry. 

Second  Term. 

Logic Whatelv.  ^^ 

Moral  Philosopht.  . .  .Hopkins. 
Esqlish  Literature..  .Sbaw,  completed. 

Rhetoric Bascom. 

Aesthetics Bascom. 

Elbctite  Studies Modern  Languages,  Chemical  Analysis,  Determinative 

Mineralogy. 

Third  Term. 

Natural  Theology.  .  .Chadbourne. 

Analogy Butler. 

EviDB.MCE8. . ; Hopkins'  Lectures. 

History. Guizot's  History  of  Civilization,  General  Reviews. 

Electiys  Studies Reviews. 

Critical  Essays,  Declamations  and  Forensic  Disputations,  weekly  during  the 
year. 

The  College  of  Arts  is  organized  under  the  following  section  of 
the  General  liaws  of  1866,  chapter  CXIV  : 

*'  Section  2.  The  College  of  Arts  shall  embrace  courses  of 
instruction  in  the  mathematical,  physical  and  natural  sciences, 
with  their  applications  to  the  industrial  arts,  such  as  agriculture, 
mechanics  and  engineering,  mining  and  metallurgy,  manufactures, 
architecture  and  commerce,  in  such  branches  included  in  the  College 
of  Letters  as  shall  bo  necessary  to  a  proper  fitness  of  the  pupils  in 
the  scientific  and  practical'courses  for  their  chosen  pursuits,  and  in 
military  tactics ;  and  as  soon  as  the  income  of  the  tJDiversity  will 
aUoWy  in  such  order  as  the  wants  of  the  public  shall  seem  to  require, 
the  said  courses  in  the  sciences  and  their  application  to  the  practical 
arts,  shall  be* expanded  into  distinct  colleges  of  the  University,  each 
with  its  own  faculty  and  appropriate  title." 

The  plain  object  of  this  section  is  to  provide,  not  only  for  a  gen- 
eral soientifio  education,  but  also  such  a  range  of  studies  in  the  ap- 
plications of  science  as  to  meet  the  wants  of  those  who  desire  to 
fit  themselves  for  agricultural,  mechanical,  commercial,  or  strictly 
scientific  pursuits.     The  course  of  study  already  adopted  is  such  as 


Digitized  by 


Google 


90 

to  provide  for  a  sound  edacation  in  tho  elements  of  scienoe  and  at 
the  same  time  to  give  a  great  freedom  in  the  selection  of  studies  ao- 
cordmg  to  the  choice  of  the  individual  student.  As  higher  demands 
are  made  they  will  be  met  by  adding  to  the  list  of  elective  studies, 
and  by  the  enlargement  of  the  Faculty  of  Arts,  so  as  to  form' dis- 
tinct schools,  as  provided  for  in  the  act  of  reorganization. 


POST   GRADUATE   OOUBSX. 

After  the  present  year  ^j^ij^iefn  will  be  made  for  such  graduates, 
and  other  students  properM|(repared,  as  wish  to  devote  themselves 
to  special  scientific  sirudies.  There  will  be  no  class  system ;  hut 
each  student  will  be  allowed  to  attend  any  lectures  delivered  to  the 
undergraduates,  and  will  have  the  aid  and  direction  of  the  President 
and  Professors  in  the  study  of  .Engineering,  Practical  Chemistry, 
Mineralogy,  Botany,  Zoology,  Geology,  Agriculture  and  other 
branches  of  learning.  The  development  of  Ihis  '*  post-graduate- 
oourse"  will  in  time  give  to  tho  Institution  the  true  character  of  a 
University f  and  it  being  beyond  and  outside  of  tho  ordinary  college 
stoVies  pursued  at  other  colleges,  it  is  expected  that  many  students 
will  be  drawn  hither  to  pursue  these  special  studies. 

AGRIOULTURX. 

So  far  the  regents  have  been  disappointed  in  their  efforts  to  se- 
cure a  competent  and  proper  person  for  the  professorship  of  agri- 
culture. Q  hey  selected  a  gentleman  for  that  position,  who,  from 
his  familiarity  with  the  subject  of  agriculture  in  this  State  and  else- 
where, from  the  particular  study  and  ottentlon  which  ho  had  given 
thereto,  from  thp  especial  and  prominent  interest  which  he  had  shown 
in  the  development  of  agriculture  and  in  the  establishment  of  an 
agricultural  college  in  this  State,  and  from  his  other  well  known  ac- 
quirements and  learning  was,  not  only  by  the  regents,  but  by  all 
who  felt  interested  in  this  subject,  believed  to  bo  the  person  best 
qualified  for  this  most  difficult  and  little  explored  brancn  of  educa- 
cation.  The  regents,  regret  that  they  have  been  unable  to  secure 
his  services,^being  well  satisfied  that  it  will  bo  very  difficult  to  fill 
this  place  satisfactorily.  There  are  but  few  persons  in  the  country 
well  qualified  for  such  a  position  and  while  most  of  them  are  unwill- 
ing to  accept  it,  the  available  men  are  in  great  demand.  This  place 
requires  a  man  of  great  scientific  ability  not  oij^y,  but  also  of  prac- 
tical knowledge  and  experience  in  agriculture.  Tho  history  of  ag- 
ricultural schools  in  this  country  and  in  Europe  shows  that  the^  are 
the  most  difficult  to  sustain.  This  difficulty  will  be  increased  in  the 
West  where  land  is  yet  so  cheap  and  so  productive  that  there  is  less 
inducement  to  study  agriculture  than  in  older  portions  of  the  coun- 
try where  land  is  much  dearer  and  where  a  more  scientific  cultiva- 
tion of  the  soil  is  demanded. 
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The  regents,  hoT7ever»  are  well  aware  of  the  imperative  necessity, 
under  the  Act  of  Congress,  donating  agricultural  lands,  and  undef 
the  provisions  of  the  law  of  re-organization  of  the  Universitj, 
Bpeedily  to  put  this  department  in  practical  operation.  They  believe 
that  they  will  be  able  to  fill  the  chair  of  agriculture  satisfactorily 
during  the  coming  winter ;  and,  at  all  events,  should  they  be  unable 
BO  to  do»  they  have  the  offer  and  promise  of  President  Chadbourno 
that,  in  such  a  case,  he  will  himself  assume  the  duties  of  that  pro- 
fessorship until  a  suitable  person  can  be  obtained  for  it. 

The  land  purchased  for  the  Experimental  Farm  has  been  fenced 
and  men  have  been  and  will  be  put  at  work  upon  it  to  prepare  it  for 
onltivation  in  the  spring.  Steps  have  also  been  taken  to  have  all 
the  University  grounds  properly  and  advantageously  laid  out  and 
improved. 

At  the  request  of  the  State  Horticultural  Society,  five  acres  of 
the  farm  have  been  set  apart  for  its  use,  so  that  the  University  will 
have  the  aid  of  the  best  practical  talent  in  the  State  in  experiments 
of  fruit  culture. 

Nearly  10,000  thousand  acres  of  the  Agricultural  College  lands 
have  been  sold  during  the  past  year.  If  the  sales  continue  at  this 
rate,  the  regents  will  soon  have  the  means  to  increase  the  number 
of  instructors  in  the  higher  departments.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  increase  of  means  will  be  adequate  to  the  increased  demands 
for  educational  facilities.       * 

In  addition  to  the  studies  on  agriculture,  which  form  a  part  of  the 
elective  course  in  the  College  of  Arts,  courses  of  lectures  will  yearly 
^e  given  by  the  President,  the  resident  Scientific  Professors,  and  by 
JProfessors  and  Lecturers  from  abroad,  who  have  made  a  special 
study  of  the  various  subjects  relating  to  agriculture.  By  the  em- 
plojmenl  of  non-resident  Lecturers,  the  University  will  have  the 
benefit  of  the  scientific  knowledge  and  practical  skill  of  gentlemen 
in  this  and  other  states,  whose  services  as  permanent  professors 
could  not  be  secured. 


n.— THE  COLLEGE  OF  LETTEKS. 

The  College  of  Letters  is  organized  under  the  foUowing  section 
of  the  act  of  re^organization  : 

**  Section  8.  The  college  of  letters  shall  bo  co-existent  with  the 
college  of  arts,  and  shall  embrace  a  liberal  course  of  instruction  in 
language,  literature  and  philosophy,  together  with  such  courses  or 
parts  of  courses  in  the  college  of  arts  as  the  authorities  of  the 
university  shall  prescribe." 

Under  this  provision  a  course  of  instruction  has  been  adopted 
-which  is  intended  to  be  equal  to  that  of  the  best  colleges  in  the 
country.     Instructors  for  the  college  of  letters  can   be  secured 
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with  much  less  difficulty  than  for  somo  of  the  scientific  branches ; 
it  is  therefore  fully  organized  with  students  in  all  its  departments. 

Candidates  for  admission  to  the  Freshman  Glass  are  examined  in 
Geography,  Arithmetic  and  Algebra,  to  Quadratic  Equations;  in 
English,  Latin  and  Greek  Grammar;  in  Caesar,  Virgil,  Cicero*s 
Orations,  and  in  three  books  of  Xonophon's  Anabasis. 

The  following  is  the  course  of  instruction  in  the  college  of  letters: 

FRESHMAN  CLASS. 

FirH  Term, 

Hathkxatigs * .  .Geometry  begun-^Loomis. 

Latin Livy — Lincoln. 

Gbe£K Xenophon's  Anabasis. 

French. Robertson's  Method. 

Lectubxs Laws  of  Health  and  Methods  of  Study. 

SeconH  Term, 

Mathematics Geometry  continued. 

Latin Cicero  de  Sencctute  and  de  Amicitia. 

Latin  Composition. 

Greek Xenophon*s  Memorabilia. 

Fjiench Readings  of  Chapsars  Locons  et  Modeles  de  Literature 

Francaise. 

Third  Term, 

Mathematics Geometry  completed. 

Latin Horace— Odes  ' 

Latin  Composition. 
Greek Memorabilia  continued. 

Greek  Composition. 

French^ Racine's  Athalie,  Iphigenie. 

Antiquities Greek  and  Roman. 

Themes  and  Declamations  weekly  during  the  year. 


SOPHOMORE  YEAR. 

First  Term. 

Mathematics Higher  Algebra — Loomis. 

Latin Horace —Satires. 

Greek Homer — ^Iliad. 

German Ahn's  Method. 

Natural  Histort Botany. 

Second  Term, 

Mathematics. Algebra,  completed — Loomis. 

Conic  Sections. 

Latin Horace — Epistles. 

Greek Aeschylus  or  Sophocles. 

German Select  Readings. 
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Third  Term. 

Mathematics Plar.e  Trigonometry,  Mensuration. 

Surveying  aud  Navigation — Loomis. 

Latik '. Tacitus.      . 

Grkkk , . . .  .Demosthehes. 

Germax , Sctiil  er's  crr  Gopthe^s  plays. 

Natural  History  . . .  .Botanical  Aualy pis— Gray's  Manual. 

Themes  and  Declamations  weekly  during  the  year. 


JUNIOR  YBAI^ 

First  Term, 

Mathematics Spherical  Trigonometry — Loomis. 

Anaf^'tical  Geometry. 

Chkmistrt Youmai^s  and  Lectures. 

Natural  Bistort  . . .  .Mineralogy — Dana. 
Human  Ahatomy Lectures. 

Second  Term, 

Physics Sneirs  Olmsted,  begun  with  Lectures, 

CiTiL  Polity Political  Economy— Perry. 

Chemistry Organic  and  Applied. 

Natural  History Zoology  begun — Agassiz. 

Third  Term, 

Physics Snell's  Olmsted  completed,  with  Lectures. 

Civil  Pouty. International  Law,  Constitution  of  United  States. 

Natural  History.  . .  .Zoology  completed. 

General  Physiology. 

Electite Calculus. 

Themes  and  Declamations  weekly  during  the  year. 

SENIOR  YEAR. 

«  First  Term, 

Abtrovomy Sneirs  Olmsted. 

Mental  Philosophy..  .Haven. 

£n6.    Literature Shaw  begun. 

Natural  History  . . .  .Geology  and  Mining. 

Second  Term, 

Looic Whately. 

Moral  Philosophy.  .  .Hopkins. 

Eno.  Literature Shaw  completed. 

Rhetoric Bascom. 

Aesthetics Bascom. 

Electite Ancient  or  Modem  Languages. 
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Natural  Thbolooy..  .Chadbourne. 

Analogy Butler. 

Eyidences Hopkinti — Lectures. 

History .Guizot^s  History  of  Civilization. 

Geueral  Review. 

Orttical  Essays,   Declamations,  and  B^orensic  Disputations  weekly  during 
the  year. 


III.— PROFESSIONAL  AND  OTHER  COLLEGES. 


There  is  bo  far  but  one  department  organized  belonging  to  this 
branch  of  the  university.     It  is  • 

I 

THB   NORMAL  DIPARTMENT. 

This  department  is  organized  under  chapter  117  of  the  General 
Laws  of  1867,  amending  the  act  of  re-organ izution  by  prescribing 
that  the  University  shall  be  open  to  female  as  well  as  male  students, 
under  such  regulations  as  tie  board  of  regents  may  deem  proper, 
and  it  is  intended  to  furnish  a  thorough  education  for. ladies  and  to 
admit  them  to  all  the  advantages  of  university  education.  The  nor- 
mal room  and  boarding  house  are  under  the  immediate  care  of  the 
Preceptress  and  her  associate  teachers,  but  instruction  is  given  to 
the  normal  classes  by  the  President  and  all  the  professors  of  the 
university.  Students  in  this  department  may  also  attend  all  uoi- 
versity  lectures,  and  may,  in  addition  to  the  course  of  study  pre- 
scribed for  graduation,  <ilect  any  study  in  the  college  of  arts  or 
letters. 

The  following  is  the  course  of  instruction  prescribed  for  the  nor- 
mal department  : 

JUNIOR  YEAR. 

First  Term, 

IfATHEtfATics Higher  Arithmetic,  Mental  and  Written. 

Lamguaob Grammar — Verbal  Analysis— Syntax. 

Geography  and  Map  Drawing 

General  Exorcises. 

Elective French  or  Latin. 

Second  Term, 

Mathematics. .Arithmetic  completed. 

Lamguaoe Grammar — Verbal  and  Sentential  Analysis. 

Natural  Science Physical  Geography. 

General  Exercises. 

ELsoTiyK French  or  Latin. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


95 

ITurd  Term. 

Vathematics Elementary  Algebra. 

Katctral  Science Physiology. 

History United  States. 

Elsctitx French  or  Latin. 

HIDDLE  YEAR. 

Fir$l  Term. 

Mathematics Elementary  Algebra,  completed. 

Plain  Geometry. 

Katctral  Histort Botany. 

Lakouage. German. 

Rhetoric. 
Eucctite Latin. 

Second  7V»i. 

Hathbscatics Solid  Geometry  and  Plane  Trigonometry. 

Laxguage Criticism  and  English  Literature. 

German. 
Natural  Histort.  . .  .Zoology. 
Elbctitb Latin. 

Third  Term, 

Uathematics Higher  Algebra. 

Language German. 

English  Literature. 
CiTiL   PoLicr < 'onstitution  and  Science  of  Government. 

Political  Economy. 

Elbctiys Latin.  ^ 

SEXIOR   YEAR. 
Fr9l   Term, 

Uatheicatics Higher  Algebra,  completed. 

PuiLOSOPHT Mental. 

Evidences Lectures. 

History Ancient. 

.  Second  Term, 

Natural  Science  . . .  .Xatnral  Phllsophy. 

Chemistry. 

Geology. 

Philosopby Moral. 

T^trd  Term, 

Matheicatics    Spherical  Trigonometry. 

Natural  Science Astronomy. 

Philobopht Aesthetics. 

Natural  Theology. 

Essays  and  Reviews. 

General  exercises  iu  Reading,  Composition  an^  Elocution  throughout  the 
course. 

Etzrab.— Music,  Drawing  and  Painting. 
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Daring  the  past  year  the  Begcnts  have  had  under  consideration 
the  establishment  of  a  Law  School,  a  Commercial  School,  andm 
Medical  School  as  distinct  colleges  in  connection  with  the  Univer- 
sity. Want  of  present  means  as  well  as  the  more  immediate  cares 
of  rc-organization  have  prevented  thorn  from  taking  active  measures 
for  the  establishment  of  these  three  colleges  ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  at  no  distant  day  they  will  be  able  to  expand  the  usefnlness  of 
the  University  in  those  directions. 

PEEPAKATORT  DEPARTMENT. 

The  object  of  this  department  is  to  prepare  young  men  for  the 
regular  classes  of  the  tlniversity,  and,  although  not  especially  pre- 
scribed by  law,  it  was  deemed  essential  by  the  Regents  under  the 
present  circumstances.  A  large  number  of  young  men  constantly 
apply  for  admission  from  the  different  parts  of  the  State  who  must 
necessarily  receive  preparatory  instruction  before  they  can  be  re- 
ceived in  the  college  classes.  When  our  high  schools  shall  have 
become  sufficiently  developed  throughout  the  State,  so  that  they  can 
furnish  the  necessary  preparation  for  students  who  intend  to  enter 
the  University,  this  department  can  be  dispensed  with.  At  present 
its  direct  and  indirect  advantages  are  so  great  that  every  Professor 
called  upon  to  instruct  in  it,  prefers  to  take  the  extra  work  rather 
than  to  cripple  the  University.  The  principal  studies  are  English 
Grammar,  Geography,  Arithmetic,  Algebra,  Geometry,  and  Latin 
and  Greek,  so  far  as  these  two  languages  are  required  for  entering 
the  college  of  letters.  Instruction  is  also  given  in  Elocution,  Read- 
ing and  Orthography. 

MILITARY  TACTICS- 

It  is  provided  by  law  that  all  male  students  of  the  University,  of 
whatever  college,  shall  receive  instruction  and  discipline  in  military 
tactics,  the  requisite  arms  for  which  shall  be  furnished  by  the  state. 
Last  year  the  Kegcnts  believed  that  a  competent|Officer  of  the  regu- 
lar army  would  be  detailed  by  the  general  government,  under  a  re* 
cent  act  of  congreso,  to  act  as  military  professor ;  but  under  the 
construction  and  action  of  the  war  department,  they  have  been  una- 
ble to  obtain  such  a  detail.  Steps  have,  however,  been  taken  to  bring 
this  subject  again  prominently  before  congress,  and  little  doubt  is 
entertained  that  ample  provision  for  this  department  of  instruction 
will  be  made  by  congress.  The  Regents  have,  therefore,  not  deemed 
it  advisable  to  make  special  provision  for  military  instruction,  until 
it  is  known  what  the  action  of  congress  will  be  on  the  subject.  But 
a  military  company  has  been  formed  under  command  of  competent 
officers,  so  that  all  students  of  the  University  have  here  an  oppor- 
tunity for  military  drill,  and  many  have  availed  themselves  of  it. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  MATTERS. 

Besides  the  students  in  the  regular  classes,  it  is  provided  that  stu- 
dents may  enter  the  University  at  any  time  and  select  any  three 
studies  taught  that  term  in  either  of  the  colleges  or  in  the  prepara- 
tory department.  These  are  classed  as  "  University  Students,^*  in 
distinction  from  those  in  the  regular  college  classes. 

There  are,  at  present,  one  hundred  and  forty^eight  male  students 
in  the  preparatoroy  and  college  classes,  and  eighty  eight  young  la- 
diet  in  the  normal  department.  Of  these  students  forty- six  receive 
free  tuition,  under  section  9  of  the  act  of  reorganisation. 

The  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  is  conferred  on  those  students 
who  have  completed  the  course  of  stndy  in  the  college  of  letters  ; 
and  the  degree  of  Bachelor  qf  Philosophy,  on  those  who  have  oom- 

fileted  the  course  of  study  in  the  college  of  arts  ;  while  the  young 
adies  who  complete  the  prescribed  course  of  study  in  the  normal  de- 
partment are  entitled  to  diplomas  of  graduation  under  the  seal  of 
the  University. 

The  North  Dormitory  Building  oontaios  thirty- two  rooms  for 
students,  accommodating  about  90.  This  is  used  for  male  students, 
while  the  South  Dprmitcry  Building  is  used  exclusively  for  female 
students.  There  being  148  male  students  this  term,  the  acoommo* 
dations  have  been  insufficient,  and  the  university  has  been  compelled 
to  obtain  rooms  elsewhere,  at  a  much  hijrher  price  than  was  received 
from  students  for  room-rent.  Notwithstanding  the  objections  which 
are  sometimes  urged  against  the  dormitory  system,  it  must  be  appar- 
ent that  fcr  our  university  it  is  absolutely  required.  Even  the 
present  number  of  students  could  not  find  accommodations  in  the 
city  of  Madison  except  at  an  inconvenient  distance  and  an  expense 
which  few  of  them  could  afford  to  p%y.  The  enlargement  of  these 
accommodations  for  students  therefore  beocftnes  a  matter  of  pressing 
necessity,  and  since  the  resources  of  the  university,  induaing  the 
legislative  appropriation,  are  hardly  sufficient  to  defray  the  neces- 
sary current  expenses,  it  is  confidently  eapected  by  the  regents  that 
the  State  will  provide  for  the  erection  of  another  building.  The 
building  now  used  for  young  ladies  is  not  fitted  for  them.  If  a 
proper  building  could  be  provided  for  them,  that  which  they  now 
occupy  could  be  used  by  young  men,  and  then  the  university  would 
have  rooms  and  boarding  accommodations  enough  for  some  time  to 
come. 

Concerning  the  financial  condition  of  the  University,  I  bes 
to  refer  to  the  annexed  annual  report*  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Regents,  showing  in  detail  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
different  funds  and  their  respective  inconras  appropriated  for  tho 
support  of  the  University.  It  appears  that  the  total  income  of  the 
ensuing  year,  including  the  estimated  receipts  of  tuition  fees,  will  be 
922,208  88,  an  amount  barely  sufficient  for  the  support  of  the  de- 
partments as  now  organized,  including  the  contemplated  chair  of  ag- 
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rioultnre.  If  we  compare  this  iacome  with  that  of  the  Universitj  of 
Michigan,  which,  as  lam  informed,  was  over  $67,000  last  year, 
(being  three  times  as  much  as  oars  will  be  for  the  ensuing  year),  it 
will  at  once  appear  why  our  University  cannot,  for  many  years 
to  come,  be  expected  to  equal  that  of  which  our  sister  State,  Michi- 
gan is  so  justly  proud.  The  example  of  Michigan  is  one  well  worth  our 
emulation,  and  I  hope  that  the  time  may  not  be  far  distant  when  our 
State  University,  wnich,  since  my  connection  with  its  administration 
I  have  seen  near  the  brink  of  bankruptcy,  and  scoffed  and  sneered 
at  from  all  sides  (the  much-abused  step-child  of  the  State,  '*  that 
had  no  friends,)"  will  rise  to  be  worthy  of  the  name  **  University.** 
New  life  has  been  infused  into  it,  and  it  will  not  disappoint  the  peo- 
ple if  they  will  properly  support  and  aid  it. 

lEDWAKD  SALOMON. 
President  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  University. 
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APPENDIX. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 

Madison,  Wis.,  October  10,  1867. 

Hon.  Edwakd  Salomon, 

Preiident  Regeati  of  the  University  of  Wiiconsin  : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  Funds  pertaining  to  the  University,  in  my  capacity 
as  Secretary  of  the  Regents,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  114, 
Laws  of  1866. 

The  University  Fund  now  consists  of  the  University  Fund  pro- 
per, and  of  the  Agricultural  College  Fundj  which  have  been  united 
for  the  purpose  of  sustainine  an  agricultural  department  in  connec- 
tion with  the  university.  Tne  amount  of  the  fund,  as  appears  from 
the  statements  below,  is  as  follows  : 

UNIVSBSITT    FUND. 


Dae  on  certificates  of  tale. $69,192  86 

Amonnt  due  on  mortgiges 6, 892  00 

Certificates  of  indebtedness 101 ,  000  00 

Dane  county  bonds 16,800  00 

Cashonhand. 1,161  66 


AQBIGULTUKAL  OOLLEOI   VUND. 

Due  on  oertiflciities  of  sale, ; $12,417  00 

Dane  county  bonds 6,000  00 

Cashonband 1,815  89 


$195,066  44 


$20,282  89 


Total  principal  of  both  funds $215,298  88 

The  balance  of  cash  on  hand,  as  above  stated,  will  be  invested  in 
secarities  on  or  before  the  first  of  Jane  next,  together  with  suoh  ad- 
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ditional  amounts  as  arise  from  the  sales  of  lands  in  the  mean  time, 
the  whole  amonnt  drawing  interest  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent, 
per  annum. 

There  remains  still  unsold  16,993  acres  of  Uniyersity  land,  and 
223,870  acres  of  Agricultural  College  land.  These  lands  as  yet  are 
selling  plowly,  hut  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  will  increase  annually 
the  productive  funds. 

The  following  comparative  statements  exhibit  the  condition  of  the 
University  and  Agricultural  College  Funds  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
years  ending  September  80,  1866  and  1867,  respectively  : 


U9IV1RSITT   rtJND. 

1867.  1866. 

Amount  due  on  certificAtes  of  sales $60, 192  88  $71 ,288  70 

Amount  due  on  mortgages * 6,892  0«)  7,842  00 

Certificates  of  indebtedness..'. 101,000  00  101,000  00 

Dane  county  bonds 16,800  00     

Total  productire  fund $193,884  88  $180, 2S0  70 


AGBICULTUBAL   OOLLBGB   TUMD. 

1867.  1866. 

Due  on  certificates  of  sale $12 ,417  00  $5 ,080  00 

Dane  county  bonds 6,000  00     

$18,417  00  W,080  00 


The  changes  in  the  first  two  items  of  the  productive  University 
Fund,  specified  above,  have  beeu  produced  as  follows  : 

Amount  due  on  certificates  of  sales  Sept.  80, 

1866 ; $71,888  70 

Decrease  by  forfeitures $1 ,425  00     

Decrease  by  payments 7,680  06  9, 105  06 

$62,288  64 

Increase  by  new  certificates  of  sale ' 6, 909  24 

Amount  due  on  certificates  of  sale  Sept  30, 1867 $69, 192  88 

Amoun t  due  on  mortgages,  Sept.  80,  1866, ....        $7, 842  00     

Decrease  by  payments 960  00 

Amount  due  on   mortgages,  Sept.  80,  1867,... $6,892  00 


The  increase  in  the  Agricultural  College  Fund  arises  from  addi- 
tional sales  of  lands. 
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Tho  following  Btatements  sbow  the  receipts  and  diebiirBements  of 
the  University  and  Agrioultnral  College  Fandj  respectivoly,  for  the 
year  ending  Sept.  30,  1867  : 


UNITXBSITT  rUKD, 

Receipts. 

Sa^s  of  lands g3.231  48 

Dues  on  certificates 7,663  06 

Loan*,  payments  on  mortgages 950  00 

Penalty,  on  forfeitures 106  02 

Taxes.'. , 8  62 

Delinquent  tax  refunded 40  02 


111,894  20 


Disbursements, 

2h.  I6,G.  L.  1867. 

Refunded  on  account  of  over  payment 992  69 


Invented  in  Dane  Go.  bonds,  ch.  16, 6.  L.  1867 $16,800  00 

Delinquent  tax 2  44 


$11,894  20  $17,795  08 

Balance  September  80,  1866 7,082  89     

Balance,  September  80,  1867 1,181  66 

$18,976  69  $18,976  59 


AGBIOULTUBAL  OOLLBGB  FUND. 

Receipts, 

Sales  of  lands $4 ,066  54 

Dues,  principal  paid 767  00 


$4,883  64 

Disbursements, 

Invested  in  Dane  Co.  bonds,  chap.  46,  L.  1867 $8 ,000  00 

$4,833  54  $6,000  00 

Balance  September  SO,  1866 2 ,981  85     

Balance  September  30,  1867 » 1,815  89 

$7,816  89  $7,815  89 


Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  46,  of  the  laws   of  1867,   the 
Oommissioners  of  School  and  UniTersity  Lands  were  directed  to  in- 
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rest  the  prinoipal  of  the  University  and  Agrioaliaral  college  fonds 
Id  the  bonds  of  Dane  county,  to  the  amount  of  forty  thousand  dollars. 
These  bonds  were  issued  in  pursuance  of  section  16,  of  chapter  114, 
laws  of  1866,  tor  the  purpose  of  purchasing  an  experimental  farm, 
to  be  used  in  connection  with  the  agricultural  department  of  the  Uni- 
Tersitj.  These  bonds  were  hypothecated  by  the  regents  in  1866, 
and  a  portion  of  them,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  928,500,  have  been 
taken  up  by  the  above-mentioned  funds,  of  which  amount  only  eighty 
cents  on  the  dollar  has  been  paid.  The  remainder  of  the  bonds  will 
be  taken  up  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  funds  admits. 

The  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  funds   above-mentioned 
were  as  follows  : 


UNIVEBSITT  FUND  INCOME. 

The  University  fund  income  consists  of  the  interest  on  the  pro- 
ductive fund  and  such  donations  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  made. 

The  amount  of  receipts  and  disbursements  during  the  last  fiscal 
year,  was  as  follows  : 

Interest,  on  principal  due  on  lands |5,186  18  

Interest  on  certificates  of  indebtedness 7 ,  808  88  

Interest  on  Dane  county  bonds 995  40  

Students,  for  tuition  and  room-rent 8,924  00  

do.  .fuel 689  68  

do.,  re  pairs  (damages) 289  75  


118.888  24 


Dtsbunementi. 


ACCOnNTS  AUDITED  AND  PAID. 

Mrperuei  ofJiegenis  aUmding  fne$6ngM  of  Board. 

F.  0  Thorpe $62  75 

R.  B.  Sandersen 74  60 

J.  0.  Cover... 48  00 

J.B.Parkinson 60  00 

A.  L.  Smith 78  90 

B.  RHinckley 67  80 

Samuel  Fallows 64  80. 

Jacob  S.  Bugh 100  00 

Edward  Salomon ^ 40  15 

Angus  Cameron i 88  10 

0.  S.  Halnilton/ 66  96 

H.  C  Hobart 92  20 

H.  D.Barron ' 140  96 

H.  P.  Strong 10  90 

M.  H.  Da?i8 20  80 
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SciUarin  of  JProfea9or»  and  TeaeherM, 

J.  W.  Sterling...* $1,600  00 

E.  8.  Carp 1,600  00 

James  D.  Butler 1,600  00 

JohnP.  FuchB .' 1^600  00 

J.  C.  Pickard 1.600  60 

Daniel  Read 810  66 

B.  H.  Carpenter 260  00 

MissH.  N.  McCutcheon '. .  526  00 

MiseC.  L.  Ware..., 460  00 


Patrick  Walsh. 
Pat  Finnerty  . 


S.  G.  Benedict... 

M.  D.Miller 

Williams  &  Main. 
W.  H.  Wyman  . . . 


J.  M.  Gillett. 
J.  W.  Steele. 


Thomas  Hayden. 
James  McE^e. . . 
P.  Hard 


George  Hyer  &  Go. . . 

E.  6.  Benjamin 

German  Printing  Go. 
George  Enapp  k  Co. . 
0.  F.  Solbcrg 


JaMior*9  MTVICM. 


Inifurcmee. 


JBa^penuof  VuUon. 


Wood. 


Advefiimng. 


$9,686  66 


$607  00 
110  00 


$68  16 
287  60 
126  00 
187  60 


29  00 
82  80 


144  00 

1,616  86 

882  00 


6  00 
10  20 
10  40 
28  90 
12  00 


$677  00 


$(te8  76 


61  30 


1,992  8 


66  60 


JVitceSofMotif. 


James  McDowall,  carpenter  work 

A.  B.  Grampton,  ironing  wheelbarrows 

do tools 

John  N.  Jones,  hardware 

Bamsay  k  Campbell,  hardware 

J.  W.  Sterling,  services 

do expenses 

N.  B.  Van  Slyke,. . .  .do. 

do .do. ....  .to  Washington . 

Webster  k  Towers,  painting 

N.  W.  Telegraph  Co.,  telegram . . 


648  00 
10  00 

104  88 
94  93 

640  42 
14  26 
70  26 
87  20 

168  80 

126  90 
1  90 
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L.  P.  Drake,  surveyine 20,00 

Pardee  &  Clark,  chemicals 83  01 

Sexton  &  Bowling,  lumber 40  03 

Silliman  &  Dana,  Silliman's  Journal 6  00 

Atwood  k  Rnblee,  printing 92  28 

do ....do. ...catalogue 140  00 

Tfaoinafl  Demsey, '  repairing  wells 103  00 

E.  A.  Spencer,  recording  deeds 125 

Starks  k  Davis,  merchandise. . '. 4  00 

Darwin  Clark,  furniture 41  75 

J.  M.  Halght,....do 61  50 

D.  S.  Durrie,  classifying  library 88  00 

0.  D  Teal,  arranging do 38  75 

Koseley  &'  Bro.,  stationery 9  65 

Kadison  brass  band,  music  at  commencement. ..  25  dO 

J.  C  Pickard,  music  at  young  ladies,  .do 25  00 

Patrick  Walsh,  cleaning 78  50 

Michael  Hawks,  labor 12  75 

William  J.  Gill,. .  .do 84  59 

Martin  Eanley,.  ..do ^ 29  75 

Refunded  on  account  of  overpayment 194  85 

Transferred  to  general  fund,  chap.  240, 6.  L.  1867  1 ,  561  10 


4,397  79 


Total  accounts  audited  and  paid $18,220  17 

Total  receipts, ^ $18,838  24     

Balance  September  80,  1866 $5,501  47     

Balance  September  80,  1867 $5,619  64 

$28,889  71  $23,839  71 


The  laat  item  of  $1,661 10  was  the  amooDt  paid  from  the  Oeneral 
Fund  for  the  ezpenses  of  the  Regents  of  the  Uniyersitj,  in  1866, 
and  which  was  ordered  to  be  refunded  from  the  Uniyersitj  Fund 
income,  bj  chapter  240,  General  Laws  of  1867. 


AaaiOULTUBAL   OOLLBOX   VUND  IKOOMB. 

Receiptt, 

Interest  on  principal  due  on  lands $699  01 

Interest  on  Dane  county  bonds 1 ,804  60 

$2,408  61 


D%$hur$emefU$, 

Interest  on  Dane  county  bonds,   amount  due  at 

time  of  purchase $1,449  11 

Refunded  ror  over  payment  of  interest 9  85 


$2,408  61  $1,458  46 

Balance  September  80,  1866 144  98     

Balance  September  80,  1867 1,090  08 

$2,548  54  $2,548  64 
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From  the  above  statements  it  appears  that  there  is  a  balance  of 
inoome  on  hand  belonging  to  these  fands,  as  follows  : 

University  FuDd  income |6,619  64 

Agrioultoral  College  Fund  income 1,090  08 

16,709  62 


Since  none  of  the  salaries  of  the  Professors  for  the  present  Uni- 
yersitj  jear  have  been  paid  up  to  the  first  of  October,  although  one 
quarter's  salary  is  due,  this  balance,  with  the  amount  paid  for  in- 
terest on  lands,  due  January  1,  1868,  the  amount  appropriated  by 
the  State  under  chapter  82,  Laws  of  1867,  and  Tuition  fees  from 
students,  will  constitute  the  whole  amount  of  means  applicable  to 
the  support  of  the  University  up  to  June  1,  1868,  at  which  time 
the  interest  on  certificates  of  Indebtedness,  and  Dane  county  bonds 
will  be  duo  and  payable. 

The  amount  of  available  funds  for  the  present  University  year 
will  then  stand  as  follows  : 

Balance  on  hand |6,  T09  62 

Intereat  on  lands,  estimated 6 ,  195  0<) 

Appropriation  by  State <^ 7,308  76 

Tuiiion  fees,  estimated 2,000  00 

Total $22,208  88 


From  this  amount  must  be  paid  the  salaries  of  the  Faculty,  and 
teachers,  for  the  whole  of  the  present  University  year,  and  all  the 
expenses  necessary  for  repairs,  fuel,  insurance,  and  expenses  of  the 
meetings  of  the  Kegents. 


SXPSBIMENTAL  VABM  FUND. 

The  receipts  into  this  fund  from  the  sale  and  hypothecation  of 
Dane  County  Bonds  ia  1866,  was  $29,858  72.  During  the  fiscal 
year  ending  September  30,  1866,  there  was  paid  out  for  lands  pur- 
chased, the  sum  of  9^3,672  00,  leaving  a  balance  on  hand  at  the 
commencement  of  last  fiscal  year,  of  $5,686  72.  There  have  been 
no  further  receipts  during  the  last  fiscal  year. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  disbursements  from  this  fund 
during  the  year  onding  September  80,  1867  : 

Duhurt  ementi . 

For  landa^ 


Elisabeth  Haight  and  others |2 ,682  00 

A.  B.  Morlcy 1,698  00 

James  Richardson 644  80 

Carrie  F.  Henderson  and  others 2  j  00  00 
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For  expense  improving  farm — 

Frank  k  Hopkins,  lamber $461  00 

Sexton  &  Bowling, . .  do 190  04 

Ramsay  k  Campbell,  liard ware 77  86 

H,  Larsen,  building  ience 119  64 

Cornelius  Oleson,  building  fence 50  81 


888  84 


Total  acoouncs  audited  and  paid $7 ,607  64 


As  appears,  there  is  an  orerpajment  of  this  fund  to  the  amount 
of  $l,9z0  92,  which  will  soon  be  more  than  balanced  by  a  further 
inyestment  of  the  bonds. 

Respectfully,  jour  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  S.  ALLEN, 

Secretary  of  State,  and  ex  officio 
Secretary  of  Regent$  of  Univernty, 
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REPORTS  OF  COUNTY  SOPERLNTENDENTS. 


BURNETT  COUNTY. 

Herewith  I  send  mj  annual  report — the  last  one  under  mj  term 
of  office.  Three  teachers  have  been  employed  in  our  two  districts 
during  the  year,,  one  male  and  two  females.  The  first  one  was  a 
very  poor  teacher,  but,  unable  to  find  any  one  else  I  was  obliged  to 
accept  him  for  two  months.  The  two  female  teachers  did  their  best, 
especially  Mary  Tewksberry,  but  were  unable  to  secure  regular  at- 
tendance of  the  scholars. 

The  school-house  in  district  2  is  now  completed,  and  is  the  best 
in  the  neighborhood.  The  District  Clerk,  Canute  Anderson,  de- 
serves credit  for  his  energetic  efforts  in  providing  his  district  with  a 
beautiful  house  and  furnishing  materials  and  site  in  advance.     * 

The  interest  among  the  people  for  education  is  very  small  as  yet, 
and  I  have  been  unable  to  get  the  parents  to  send  their  children 
regular  to  school.  Hopitfg  that  my  nominated  successor  will  suc- 
ceed better  than  I  have  done,  and  do  more  for  the  important  and 
great  object  of  education,  I  say  farewell. 

a.  Wm.  forsell, 

Count  If  SuperintendenL 


DODGE  COUNTY. 

West  District. 

There  are  in  this  district  one  hundred  and  seven  school  houses 
capable  of  accommodating  six  thousand  five  hundred  and  eight 
pupils.  The  number  of  children  in  the  district  over  four  and  under 
twenty  years  of  ago  is  eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eight.  It 
will  from  this  be  seen,  that  there  are  twenty-two  hundred  children 
entitled  to  an  education,  that  cannot  find  accommodations  in  our 
public  schools.  Man^  of  the  houses  are  not  only  too  small,  but 
out  of  repair  and  badly  constructed  for  school  purposes  It  is  grati- 
fying to  DC  able  to  state,  that  things  in  this  respect  are  rapidly  im- 
proving.    Several  new  buildings  for  school  purposes  have  been 
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erected  during  the  past  year,  that  reflect  credit  upon  the  people 
where  they  are  located.  The  greater  number  are  sufficiently  large 
to  accommodate  all  the  children  residing  in  the  district  and  contain 
those  improyements  in  seating  and  ventilation  which  experience  has 
demonstrated  to  be  necessary. 

GRADED    SCHOOLS. 

There  are  seven  graded  schools  in  this  district,  exclusive  of  those 
in  the  city  of  Beaver  Dam.  These  schools  have  been  under  the 
charge  of  competent  instructors,  and  it  is  believed  will  oo*iipare 
favorably  with  any  in  the  state. 

LIBttABIBS. 

The  different  libraries  in  the  several  school  districts  contain  eight 
hundred  volumes,  valued  at  $748.  These  libraries,  if  properly 
managed,  are  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  young.  But  great  care 
should  be  taken  in  the  selection  of  books.  To  invfest  money  in  the 
trashy  literature  with  which  the  country  is  flooded,  is  a  thousand 
times  worse  than  throwing  it  away.  Books  should  be  selected  with 
a  view  to  improvement  as  well  as  entertainment,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose selections  can  be  made  from  the  domains  of  science,  history 
and  biography.  The  youthful  mind  must  have  food,  but  let  it  be 
pure,  and  wholesome. 

SCHOOL    ATTEND ANOB. 

The  various  reports  show,  that  there  are  two  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight  children  in  this  district  over  four  and  under 
twenty  years  of  age,  that  have,  during  the  year,  attended  no  school 
either  public  or  private.  This  is  an  alartning  state  of  things,  when 
taken  m  connection  with  the  fact,  that  reflecting  minds  every  where 
concede,  that  the  welfare  of  society  and  the  safety  of  our  institu- 
tions depend  upon  the  intelligence  of  the  people.  It  is  in  this  view 
of  the  case,  that  property  owners  are  taxed  for  the  support  of  our 
public  schools.  If  this  be  just,  and  few  can  doubt  it,  have  we  not 
a  riffht  to  insist,  nay,  to  demand  that  these  children  shall  receive 
the  Dcnefits  of  a  common  school  education  ? 

HONTHLY    BBPOBTS. 

I  have  required  Monthly  Reports  from  all  the  teachers  in  my 
jurisdiction,  snowing  the  order  of  exercises,  the  different  branches 
of  study  pursued,  the  progress  made,  the  deportment  of  the  scholars 
and  other  valuable  information.  For  this  purpose  blanks  have  been 
furnished  to  enable  the  teachers  to  discharge  this  duty  without  un- 
necessary labor  or  delay.  The  expense  attending  this  measure  is 
smaU  and  the  results  believed  to  be  beneficial. 

Teachers  are  held- to  a  personal  accoui^ability,  while  any  diffi- 
culty occurring  in  school  m{iy  be  reported  to  the  superintendent,  and 
oftentimes  removed  by  a  timely  word  of  caution  or  advice. 
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TIBITIMG   SCHOOLS. 

I  have  visited  during  the  year  one  hundred  and  seyenty-nine 
schools,  and  found  them  mostly  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Where 
failures  have  occurred,  it  was  owing  mainly  to  the  neglect  or  inabil- 
ity of  the  teachers  to  enforce  discipline.  In  other  cases,  I  haye  rea^ 
8on  to  belieye  that  the  schools  would  haye  been  successful,  had  the 
District  Boards  yisited  them  as  required  by  law, or  parents  shown  that 
interest  in  the  schools  which  their  importance  demands.  It  has  been 
xny  object  besides  examining  into  the  condition  of  the  schools,  noting 
the  progress  made,  and  making  such  suggestions  as  circumstances 
seemed  to  require,  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  young  the  im- 
portance of  rightly  improving  their  time,  of  forming  correct  habits 
and  living  virtuously  as  the  only  means  of  securing  their  own  hap- 
piness and  becoming  good  citizens. 

Upon  the  whole  we  have  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  upon  the 
efficiency  and  success  of  our  school  system,  and  to  feel  encouraged 
to  further  efforts  in  behalf  of  popular  education. 

LORENZO  MERRILL, 
County  Superintendent, 


EAU  CLAIRE  COUNTY. 

The  town  clerks  have  been  exceedingly  tardy  in  their  reports, 
and  some  of  them  so  imporfect  that  I  was  obliged  to  send  them  back 
for  correction.  I  have  labored  hard  to  get  them  as  correct  as  pos- 
sible, but  there  are  many  imperfections  still  which  I  could  not 
remedy. 

1  would  simply  add  tha*  great  improvement  respecting  the  schools 
of  this  county  is  evident,  and  this  seems  very  generally  to  be  ap- 
preciated by  the  people,  although  I  failed  to  receive  the  nomination 
for  another  term.  1  hope  the  work  may  fall  into  more  faithful 
hands.  It  has  been  a  work  that  I  have  enjoyed.  The  past  year 
has  been  ono  of  unprecedented  success  of  the  teachers  in  this 
oou/ity.  I  have  labored  to  systematize  the  methods  of  instruction 
with  greater  success  than  I  anticipated,  and  it  is  with  some  degree 
of  gratification  that  I  compare  the  oondition  of  the  schools  now  with 
that  of  six  years  ago  when  the  work  fell  into  my  hands.  The  great 
danger  to  the  system  of  county  superintendents  is  that  party  poli- 
tics, or  what  is  worse,  personal  preference  or  opposition,  or  the  de- 
sire to  favor  with  the  income  of  the  office,  will  control  in  the  nomi- 
nations, while  those  really  caring  for  educational  interests  neglect 
to  attend  the  primary  meetings,  and  the  few  control  the  election. 

The  people  of  this  county  seem  really  to  be  awake  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  schools.  I  have  visited  nearly  every  school  in  the 
county  twice  during  each  term,  and  first  at  the  earliest  possible 
period  after  its  commencement  to  assist  the  teacher  in  organizing. 
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This  to  the  teachers  has  been  worth  more  in*  seouring  saccess  thui 
any  other  labor  I  have  bestowed.  The  teachers  appreciate  it,  and  it 
has  been  the  means  of  securing  their  highest  confidence. 

A.  KIDDER, 
County  Superintendent. 


GRANT  COUNTY. 

A  few  days  ago  I  forwarded  you  my  annual  report  for  the  year 
ending  Aug.  31,  1867.  But,  at  your  request  and  in  order  to  give 
a  fuller  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  and  education 
interests  of  Grant  county,  I  make  the  following  special  report : 

ERRORS  IN   ANNUAL    RJSPORT. 

In  the  financial  pages  the  "amount  received,"  less  the  "aniount 
paid  out"  does  not  leave  the  "money  on  hand,"  for  this  reason, 
vi«  :  in  the  towns  of  Blue  River,  Ellenboro,  Glen  Haven,  Harri- 
son, Hickory  Grove,  Lima,  Little  Grant,  Fennimore,  Millville,  and 
Waterloo,  there  are  districts  that  report  deficits ;  and  quite  a  num- 
ber of  these  towns  report  money  as  being  raised,  without  reporting 
any  expenditure  of  it,  yet  no  money  reported  as  "on  hand;"  so 
some  report  money  as  "paid  out,"  when  no  account  is  given  as  to 
how  it  was  riiised.  And  in  many  districts  the  importance  of  voting 
taxes  separately  for  the  several  purposes  specified,  was  lost  sight 
of ;  henee  you  will  find,  in  these  cases,  taxes  all  put  in  one  sum  as 
money  received  from  "all  other  sources"  or  under  the  head,  "teach- 
ers' wages,"  thus  rendering  the  report  very  imperfect  and  untrust- 
worthy as  a  guide  to  the  amount  of  money  raised  or  expended  for 
particular  purposes.  So  in  the  body  of  the  report  there  is  too  lit- 
tle accuracy  ;  some  districts,  for  example,  report  a  number  of  pupils 
under  four  or  over  twenty  as  attending  school,  but  give  no  account 
of  the  number  of  days'  attendance,  and  some  town  clerks  report  the 
"total  days'  attendance"  the  same  as  the  "number  of  days  a  school 
has  been  taught ;"  others  give  no  report  of  the  number  attending 
school,  &c. 

There  is  no  way  to  remedy  these  errors,  but  for  the  people  to 
elect,  as  district  and  as  town  clerks,  men  who  can  read  and  write 
the  English  language,  and,  at  least,  add  an  ordinary  column  of 
figures. 

TIME — HOW   EMPLOYED. 

I  have  held,  daring  the  year,  nineteen  examinations,  consuming 
thus  eleven  weeks.  In  addition  to  these  public  advertised  examina- 
tions, I  had,  (under  the  plea  of  scarceness  of  teachers,  mainly  last 
fall,)  to  giye private  examinations  to  seventy-three  appiiants — ^these, 
generally,  eame  to  my  office  without  previous  notice,  hence,  wars 
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the  cause  of  a  loss  of  much  time,  about  five  weeks,  that  should  have 
been  given  to  schoolkvibitation.  The  above  deductions,  increased 
bj  the  whole  of  the  time  necessary  for  preparation  of  questions  for 
both  the  spring  and  the  fall  examinations — which  is  no  small  task-* 
and  in  doing  the  offioe  writing,  correspondence,  records,  &c., 
leaves  about  thirty  weeks,  in  which  to  visit  the  two  hundred  and 
twelve  schools,  (which  there  are,  as  per  town  clerks'  reports,  in  the 
county,)  some  of  them  with  two,  three,  four  or  five  departments. 

I  held  this  year  three  Institutes — one  of  three  days'  continuance, 
for  the  west  part  of  the  county,  at  Patch  Grove,  attended  by  about 
fifty  teachers  ;  one,  of  four  days,  for  the  south  part  of  the  county, 
at  rlatteville,  attended  by  seventy  teachers ;  and*  one,  of  three  days, 
at  Lancaster,  attended  by  sixty-five  teachers.  Charles  H.  Allen 
assisted  in  conducting  the  first  two,  and  Jacob  Werdli  the  last, 
whilst  others — teachers  in  the  county — rendered  valuable  aid  in 
class  drills.  Of  these  three  Institutes,  I  think  I  may  say,  that  they 
were  eminently  successful,  and  too  much  credit  for  their  success  can 
not  be  given  to  Professors  Allen  and  Wernli,  of  the  State  Normal 
School.  At  Patch  Grove,  lectures  were  delivered  by  Professor 
Allen,  Hon.  Hanmer  Kobbins  and  Professor  W.  B.  Olark,  of  Patch 
Grove  Academy,  who  also  rendered  efficient  aid  there,  as  well  as  at 
Lancaster,  in  class  exercises.  At  Platteville,  Professor  Allen 
lectured  two  evenings,  and  Professor  George  M.  Guernsey  one ;  at 
Lancaster,  lectures  were  delivered  by  Professor  Wernli,  Hon.  J. 
T.  Mills  and  Professor  Beardsley  of  Lancaster  Institute.  Those 
lectures  were  all  thoroughly  practical  and  common  sense  talks  with 
and  to  the'teachers.  In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Superintendent 
lectured  at  Patch  Grove  and  Platteville. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  I  have,  besides  examinations  and  office 
work,  made  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  visits  to  schools — the  number 
of  visits  wcmld  have  been  considerably  larger  but  for  the  time  spent 
in  private  examinations  last  fall.  I  have  endeavored  to  make  tnese 
^sits  of  as  much  benefit  as  possible  to  the  districts.  I  counsel 
with  teachers  in  regard  to  modes  of  instruction,  government,  clasifi- 
cation,  and  general  management,  (sometimes  personally,  other  times 
by  written  note,)  and  I  have  a  circular  addressed  to  School  Boards, 
which  I  use  in  visiting  schools.  This  is  of  necessity  general,  but  at 
the  foot  is  a  blank  space,  in  order  that  I  may  call  attention,  by 
number,  to  any  of  the  specifications  that  I  may  regard  as  apposite 
to  the  school,  and  may  write  also  any  thing  further  that  I  may  have 
to  say.  This  circular  is  in  the  main  embodied  in  a  circular  which  I 
pepared  this,  fall  to  be  read  at  the  Annual  School  District  Meetings, 
and  which  I  append  to  this  report.  This  circular  has  accomplished 
good  results  in  many  cases ;  and  has  always,  I  believe,  with  one 
exception,  baen  kindly  received,  whether  the  suggestions  contained 
in  it  were  regarded  or  not. 

In  this  case,  the  school  house  stood  upon  a  highway,  grounds  un- 
inelofled,  no  out  house,  the  blackboard  small  and  almost  worn  out, 
the  seats  with  high,  perpendicular  backs  and  no  chair  for  the  teacher. 
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I,  as  kindly  and  politely  as  I  know  how,  called  attention  specially  to 
the  need  for  an  out  house,  for  a  better  blackboard  and  for  more 
comfortable  scats  for  the  children.  The  cler^  upon  receiving  the 
circular,  informed  the  teacher,  that  the  district  were  satisfied  with 
the  appurtenances  as  they  were,  that  they  were  good  enough,  and  if 
they  did  not  suit  me,  I  could  furnish  new  ;  yet,  the  second  day  after, 
in  conversing  with  me,  he  claimed  that  ho  had  for  a  long  time  urged 
the  necessity  for  the  same  improvements  that  I  recommended. 

During  these  visits  I  delivered  a  number  of  evening  lectures,  in 
different  parts  of  the  county,  upon  the  wants  of  the  schools  and  the 
best  means  to  supply  these  wants.  I  have  aimed  in  these  lectures 
to  state  simple  truths  in  a  plain  way  ;  to  enlist  parents  fully  in  the 
important  work  of  providing  suitable  school-houses,  apparatus  and 
appurtenances  ;  and  to  beget  an  enlightened  public  opinion  in  favor 
of  sustaining  good  schools  for  a  greater,  instead  of  poor  schools  for 
a  less"*  length  of  time,  as  the  latter  has  been  too  much  the  practice. 
And  I  am  assured  the  work  has  not  been  done  in  vain. 

ORADINO   or    SCHOOLS. 

In  the  matfer  of  grading  I  can  report  little  or  no  change.  The 
classification  of  the  school  at  Hazel  Green  was  somewhat  systemat- 
ized, but  lacks  much  yet  in  thoroughness. 

CHANQB   IN   DISTBICT8 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  in  some  localities  there  is  a  better  opin- 
ion beginning  to  spring  up  in  regard  to  tbo  size  of  school  districts. 
Hitherto  the  practice  has  been  to  divide  and  sub-divide,  but  this 
year  there  has  been  a  move  in  the  opposite  direction.  In  the  town 
of  Clifton,  districts  1  and  5  have  been  consolidated,  and  so  in  the 
town  of  Lima,  joint  district  6  and  districts  4  and  8  have  been  united.' 
By  these  changes  there  is  certainly  far  more  ability  to  sustain  a 
good  school,  and  this  end  accomplished  will  compensate  the  increas- 
ed distance  that  the  children  have  to  travel.  ISome  few  families  in 
these  two  new  districts  will  of  necessity  have  a  consMerable  distance 
to  send  their  children  to  school,  but  I  am  informed  that  the  union 
in  each  case  was  effected  with  great  unanimity. 

And  during  the  year,  at  least  one  joint  district,  consisting  of  parts 
of  four  townn,  has  been  broken  up  :  a  new  district  being  formed  ia 
each  of  the  four  towns 

The  joint  districts  arc  a  fruitful  source  of  much  trouble  and  in- 
accuracy  in  the  reports,— -one  clerk  of  such  district,  I  know,  has 
reported  fully  to  the  town  clerk  of  four  separate  towns,  so  the  chil- 
dren of  his  district  arc  four  times  enumerated.  There  is  little  real 
need  for  the  formation  of  such  districts.     More  than  half  the  ap- 

Slioations  (that  come  to  my  knowledge)  for  the  formation  of  joiot 
istricts,|as  well  as  being  set  off  from  one  district  into  another,  have 
their  origin  in  petty  quarrels  or  neighborhood  jealousies'. 

Were  all  the  joint  districts  in  the  county  broken  up,  such  disposi' 
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tioQ  might  be  made  of  tbe  territory  compoBing  them,  that  few,  if  any 
persons  would  Buffer  detriment  from  the  change. 

80H00L   HOUSSS. 

There  have  been  a  number  of  school-houses  built  within  the  year. 
First,  among  these  is  the  house  in  the  village  of  Lancaster,  a  brick 
building,  72x56  feet,  containing  rooms  for  ten  teachers,  and  capable  of 
accommodating  about  five  hundred  pupils.  The  cost  of  this  house 
is  about  $16,000:  The  site  contains  almost  three  acres,  is  well  en- 
closed)  and  covered  with  native  trees,  being  altogether  the  most 
attractive  grounds  in  the  county. 

Unfortunately,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  old  house  had  to  be 
razed  to  give  place  for  the  new,  at  least  a  year  (from  April  1,  1867 
to  April  1,  1868,)  will  pass  by  without  any  public  school  in  this 
village.  The  interim  will  be  filled  up  as  beat  it  can  by  a  number  o{ 
private  schools  and  the  Lancaster  Institute. 

1  would  note  further  that  a  school  house  has  been  built  in  each 
of  the  following  districts,  viz.  :  districts.  8  and  9,  Beetown  ;  dis- 
trict 3,  Bloomin^ton ;  districts  2  and  8,  Blue  River ;  district  3, 
Fennimore ;  distnct  2,  Haiel  Green ;  joint  district  1,  Harrison  and 
Lima ;  joint  district  9,  Lima  and  Platteville ;  dijitrict  4,  Marion ; 
district  7,  Potosi ;  district  7,  Waterloo ;  districts  6  and  12,  Wing-  « 
ville ;  and  joint  district  1,  Woodman  &nd  Marion.  And  in  districts 
6,  Hazel  Green,  and  7,  Platteville,  the  school-houses  have  been  en- 
larged, by  removing  one  end  wall  and  building  an  addition,  making 
in  each  of  these  last  two,  an  ungainly-looking  room — the  ceiling  of 
the  latter  being  so  low  as  to  render  the  room  unfit  for  a  school  room. 
This  gives  a  total  of  sixteen  new  houses,  and  two  enlarged.  Some 
of  these  are  built  without  plan,  it  is  true,  ani  are  ill  suited  to  the 
purpose  intended ;  but  most  of  them  are  really  good  buildings,  and 
are  a  credit  to  the  districts.  I  would  especially  mention  that  of 
joint  district  1,  Harrison  and  Lima.  This  is  according  to  a  plan 
that  I  furnished  them,  and  is,  I  think,  the  best  arranged  nouse  built 
in  the  county  during  the  last  four  years.  I  have  continually  urged 
that  school-houses  should  be  built  after  improved  plans,  as  arrange- 
ment of  furniture,  &c.,  has  so  much  to  ao  with  the  success  of  a 
school,  and  as  it  costs  no  more  to  do  a  thing  in  a  right  way  than  to 
do  it  in  a  wrong  way. 

Besides  these  new  houses,  much  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  im- 
provement. In  district  No.  5,  Platteville,  the  grounds  have  beeni 
weU  enclosed  and  a  cistern  made ;  in  Bosoobel  a  well  has  been  sunk,, 
furnished  With  a  pump,  and  a  number  of  drinking  oups  chained  to 
the  pump ;  and  in  district  6,  Olifioa,  a  act  of  out4ine  maps  audi 
piimary  charts  have  been  procured. 

MAMINATIOKS. 

There  were  present  at  my  examinations  402  candidates ;  of .tbese 
888veceived  certificates,— 4  of  the  first,  16  of  the  second,  ami  276 
8  avp.  PVB.  Ufa. 
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of  the  third  grade.  I  granted  42  local,  or  special,  certificates,  gen- 
erally  upon  application,  from  school-boards  for  saoh  license.  Of  the 
above  number,  12  are  twice  counted,  leaving  826  different  persons 
receiving  certificates.  So  that  there  is  now  an  excess  of  one  hno- 
dred  teachers  over  the  number  required  to  teach  the  schools.  And 
so  last  fall  there  were  sixty-six  more  licensed  teachers  than  were  re- 
quired to  teach  the  schools.  These  examinations  have  been  partly 
writtetfand  partly  oral,  and  upon  t He  scale  recommended  by  the 
State  Conventions  of  County  Superintendents.  My  question s4iaye 
always  been  fair  test-questions,  free  from  quibbles  and  quiddities. 

TBAOHSRS — WAGES,  ftC. 

It  IS  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  sixty-five  teachers  should  bo 
retained  in  the  same  schools  during  the  year  ;  about  twenty  in  the 
same  schools,  in  which  they  taught  last  year ;  four  for  three  years ; 
one  for  four  years ;  one  for  five  yea^s ;  and  two  for  six  and  one- 
half  years.  The  wages  of  teachers  have  remained  about  the  same 
as  last  year.  I  believe  the  highest  wages  paid  male  teachers  was 
$85,00,  and  female  teachers  $55,00  per  month. 

The  average  standing  of  teachers  is  far  superior  to  what  it  was 
last  year.  If  the  standard  of  qualification  should  continue  to  be 
advanced,  or  even  not  permitted  to  sink  below  tho  present  scale,  our 
schools  must  show  a  marked  improyement  in  the  years  to  come. 

MONTHLY   RBFORTS. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety  teachers  have  been  faithful  in  making 
the  monthly  reports  to  this  office.  The  longer  I  use  these  reports 
the  more  fully  am  I  convinced  that  their  influence  is  very  beneficial 
both  to  teachers  and  schools,  and  thay  furnish  me  a  fund  of  infer* 
nation  I  could  not  otherwise  obtain.  I  have,  upon  visiting  the 
schools,  found  it  true,  without  an  exception,  that  those  teachers  who 
are  most  prompt,  accurate  and  tidy  in  making  their  reports,  keep 
superior  schools,  as  compared  with  those  whose  reports  are  often 
tardy  to  reach  mo,  soiled  and  inaccurate  and  incomplete. 

APPUBTEKANOXS. 

My  report  shows  that  in  five  districts  the  school-grounds  have 
been  enclosed  ;  that  in  fifteen,  out-houses  have  been  built ;  that  in 
forty-seven,  a  list  of  text  books  has  been  adopted  by  the  board ; 
that  in  four,  outline  maps  have  been  purchased,  &c.;  but  still  it  is 
certainly  humiliating  that  in  a  county  like  Grant  but  fifty-four 
sohool-houses  out  of  two  hundred  and  twelve,  or  little  over  one- 
fourth,  or  twenty-five  per  centum,  are  famished  with  out-houses; 
and  that  but  twenty-six  are  furnished  with  outline  maps,  and  but 
twenty-five  sites  enclosed,  not  quite  twelve  and  one-half  per  ont» 
If  these  things  are  wanting,  one  would  but  waste  time  and  words 
to  speak  of  cisterns  or  other  arrangements  for  water,  bells,  dookfl, 
adornments  of  school-room  walls,  and  grounds,  and  the  varionfl 
sesthetical  et  caetera  that  tend  to  refine. 
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(^Circular  to  he  read  at  the  Annual  Meeting.) 

Ofpigb  of  Counts  Supxbintbndsnt, 
Lancaster,  Wis.,  August  5,  1867. 

To  School  District  Officer/: 

Gentlemen  : — Could'I,  I  would  be  present  at  the  annual  i9eet- 
iog  of  every  district  in  the  county.  This  is  simply  impossible,  so  I 
take  this  means  of  communicating  with  you  and  the  citizens  of  the 
difitrict.  ^ 

I  would  respectfully  ask  attention  to  the*  following  matters  : 

1.  In  the  election  of  district  officers,  for  the  ensuing  term,  let  an 
eiBfort  be  made  to  secure  men  who  have  both  the  ahility  and  the  tn- 
tlinaiion  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  a)bool.  Generally,  those 
who  have  children  to  educate  feel  a  deeper  interest  than  those  who 
have  none. 

2.  In  determining  the  amount  of  tax  necessary  for  repairs,  the 
condition  of  the/ence  and  outhouses-  as  well  as  of  the  school-house 
ought  to  be  considered.  .In  a  great  many  districts  of  this  county 
there  are  no  outhouses ;  and  in  many  others  the  outhouses  are  so 
.exposed  or  so  out  of  repair  or  so  filthy  as  to  be  no  better  than  none. 
This  matter  demands  your  attention.  Refinement  and  purity  are 
not  easily  rooted  out  of  the  minds  and  hearts  of  children,  but  there 
are  some  assaults  that  it  is  difficult  for  even  innate  feelings  to  with- 
stand. The  school-house  should  bo  enclosed  by  a  substantial  and 
tasteful  fence.  The  yard  stiould  be  divided  into  two  separate  por- 
tions for  the  girls  and  the  boys ;  and  a  privy  should  be  provided  for 
each  sex  in  opposite  corners  of  the  yard.  This  subject  is  respect- 
fully urged  upon  tbe  attention  of  the  people  as  worthy  of  their  care.- 
fnl  consideration. 

3.  In  levying  a  tax  for  the  payment  of  teachers'  wages,  de  not 
have  too  great  regard  to  eheapness ;  too  often  a  cheap  teacher  keeps 
a  dear  school  As  shown  by  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  no  class  of  persons  are  so 
poorlv  paid  as  teachers,  if  you  take  into  consideration  the  average 
length  of  time  the  schools  were  taught.  Let  us  be  wise  in  mana- 
ging our  educational  interests.  A  true  economy  shuns  alike  parsi- 
mony and  prodigality. 

4.  In  many  districts  of  this  county  the  school  houses  are  entirely 
unfit  for  school  purposes ;  and  others  have  no  seats  or  desks  fit  for 
the  use  for  which  they  are  intended ;  many  have  no  place  provided 
where  pupils  may  orderly  put  away  their  hats  and  bonnets  )  many 
have  no  wood  box,  hence  the  wood  is  scattered  over  the  floor — no 
scraper,  hence  the  floor  is  littered  with  mud ;  few  have  sufficient 
good  black  board  surface,  outline  maps,  primary  charts,  and  recita- 
tion seats  ;  the  annual  meeting  is  the  time  for  the  consideration  of 
these  things.  A  few  hours'  labor  will,  in  many  oases,  render  a 
school  room  muob  more  convenient  and  comfortable. 
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5.  If  you  are  about  to  build  a  school  bouse,  first  have  a  plan— 
muoh  raonej  is  often  wasted  by  building  without  a  plan.  Seats  and 
desks  should  face  the  teacher,  the  entrance  should  be  in  the  south 
end,  the  teacher's  desk  in  the  north  end,  and  the  blackboard  should 
extend  quite  across  the  norfh  end,  and  ^f.  needed,  fill  all  the  spaces 
between  windows,  &c.,  around  the  room.  A  school  house  should 
never  be  built  snug  up  to  a  road  to  catch  all  the  dust  and  noise  of 
passers-by,  nor  by  a  smith-shop  or  a  mill.  There  are  some  school 
houses  with  ample  grounds  that  beem  to  dispute  the  right  of  wngons 
to  pass  that  way — they  crowd  so  upon  the  roads. 

6.  The  law  makes  it  your  duty  to  visit  the  schools.  Your  visits 
encourage  both  the  teachers  and  the  pupils.  By  visiting  early  in 
the  term  you  can  accomplish  more  good  tnan  visiting  at  a  later  day, 
l)y  suggesting  corrections  for  any  irregularities. 

As  official  visitors,  w§  should  observe  and  try  to  correct,  where 
correction  is  needed,  among  other  things  : 

1st.  The  general  deportment  and  application  of  pupils,  the  disci- 
pline and  modes  of  instruction. 

2d.  The  irregularity  of  attendance  and  tardiness  of  a  portion  of 
pupils. 

3d.  Whether  there  is  a  uniform  series  of  textbooks,  and  whether 
there  is  any  lack  of  text  books  in  the  branches  the  pupils  are  re« 
quired  to  study. 

4th.  The  extent,  convenience  and  condition  of  the  black  board. 
Often  I  find  the  black  board  up  so  high  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  little  ones  ;  also  whether  there  is  a  supply  of  outline  maps,  pri- 
mary charts,  map  of  Qrant  county.  &e. 

5th  The  temperature,  ventilation  and  general  comfort  of  the 
school-room  ;  the  height,  width  and  inclination  of  the  seats  and 
desks,  compared  with  the  wants  of  the  pupils. 

7.  The  length  of  this  circular  admonishes  me  that  I  may  not 
discuss  many  important  questions  that  come  before  you  at  your  dis- 
trict meeting.     I  would  further  simply  suggest  the  following  : 

1st.  Has  your  school  been  kept  five  months  bj  a  qualified 
teacher  ? 

2d.  Is  your  school  kept  in  session  during  alternate  Saturday's? 
If  so,  is  it  not  a  waste  of  time? 

8d.  Arc  teachers  employed  in  your  school  without  first  obtaining 
a  certificate  from  the  county  superintendent  ?  Hereafter,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  action  of  the  State  convention  of  county  and  city  su- 
perintendents at  La  Crosse,  and  frequent  decisions  of  the  state  su- 
perintendent that  the  course  is  illegal,  certificates  from  adjoining 
counties  will  not  be  endorsed. 

I  have  offered  the  foregoing  questions  and  suggestions  hoping  that 
they  may  lead  to  such  action  as  will  benefit  the  school.  The  re- 
sponsibility of  a  voter  at  a  district  meeting  is  great.  It  is  here 
that  we  find  the  source  of  the  determining  infiuenoe  of  society. 
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Then  this  is  the  summing  up  of  the  whole  matter  :  I  regard  the 
teachers  as  being  hotter  qualified  and  more  earnest  in  their  work  ; 
the  schools  as  bcitig  a  mat  advance  this  year  upon  what  they  wrre 
last  ;  and,  possihly,  the  people  generally  more  interested  in  the 
schools,  as  shown  by  a  desire  for  better  teachers,  and  by  an  increased 
and  increasing  number  of  school  visits  given  in  the  monthly  reports. 

D.  GRAY  PURMAN, 

Counfy  Superintendent. 


GREEN  LAKE  COUNTY. 

A  good  degree  of  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  our  common 
schools,  has  been  manifested  by  the  citizens  of  our  county  during 
tho  past  year. 

The  desiro  for  well-qualified,  efficient  teachers  is  becoming  gener- 
al, and  the  average  wages  of  teaching  are  now  higher  than  ever  be- 
fore. Teachers  are  encouraged.  Grateful  for  every  token  of  ap- 
preciation from  school  officers  and  patrons,  they  will  doubtless  de- 
vote themselves  with  increased  earnestness  to  tbe  duties  of  their 
calling,  and  thus  a  new  impetus  will  be  given  to  tho  cause  of  educa- 
tion throughout  the  country 

I^Tbe  subject  of  better  sr.hool  accommodations  is  beginning  to  re- 
ceive some  attention,  but  not  as  much  as  its  importance  demands. 
A  new  brick  school  house  has  just  been  completed  in  the  town  of 
Brooklyn  ;  also,  a  fine  stone  structure  for  a  .Ifnion  School,  in  tho 
village  of  Princeton,  is  being  built,  which  will  bo  ready  for  use  by 
the  middle  of  November  next.  And  there  are  encouraging  indica- 
tions that  several  new  brick  school  houses  will  be  erected  during 
the  ensuing  /ear.  Such  facts  testify  to  the  increasing  interest  of 
our  people,  in  the  care  and  enlightenment  of  the  rising  generation. 

Let  every  friend  of  intelligence,  good  order  and  social  progress 
bat  feel,  as  he  ought,  that  A^  is  in  a  degree  responsible  for  the  con- 
dition of  the  schools  and  the  standard  of  education  in  the  communi- 
.  ty  in  which  he  resides,  and  an  impulse  would  be  given  to  tho  cause 
of  popular  education,  encouraging  a^ike  to  all  officers,  and  to  every 
good  citizen  of  our  commonwealth. 

A.  A.  SPENCER, 
County  Superintendent. 


KEWAUNEE  COUNTY. 

I  can  only  say  that  in  this  county  the  cause  of  common  schools 
and  education  generally  has  been  very  much  improved  during  the 
past  year.     We  have  two  Graded  Schools  of  two  departments  each 
T  wo  verf  respectable  and  conveniently  arranged  frame  sohool-houges 
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have  been  built  tbe  past  season,  one  in  Casco,  and  one  in  Abncpee. 
Take  it  all  in  all,  1  believe  Kewaunee  county  bas  made  considerable 
improvement  in  her  educational  interests. 

LYMAN  WALKER, 
County  Superintendent. 


LA  FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

Since  transmitting  my  last  annual  report  to  your  department,  I 
have,  from  personal  observation  and  contact  become  somewhat  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  schools  generally  of  this 
county,  and  am  hence  better  prepared  than  when  I  last  addressed 
you,  to  present  a  few  observations  in  the  shape  of  a  '*  Special  Re- 
port,'' touching  what  I  deem  important  to  the  general  well-being  of 
our  common  scnools. 

Within  the  past  year,  I  have  held  meetings  of  the  people  at 
twenty-six  different  points  in  our  county,  with  a  view  of  exciting  if 
possible,  a  greater  interest  in  school  matters  than  we  generally  find 
pervading  communities  dependent  upon  our  common  schools  for  edu- 
cational advantages. 

While  these  meetings  have  not  boon  as  successful  as  I  could  have 
wished  with  respect  to  numbers  in  attendance,  I  am  convinced  from 
the  results  which  have  attended  many  of  them,  that  great  and  last- 
ing benefits  may  be  conferred  by  school  ofilcers  upon  our  schools 
through  such  agencies. 

Those  meetings  have  taught  ino  that  the  lamentable  lack  of  inter- 
est among  the  people  in  school  matters,  so  universally  a  subject  of 
remark  by  school  officers,  is  to  be  ascribed  rather  to  the  absence  d 
a  true  appreciation  of  their  relation  to  our  common  schools,  than  to 
a. spirit  of  deliberate  indifference  to  an  interest  which,  in  a  country 
like  ours,  constitutes  the  foundation  upon  which  rests  our  entire 
social  and  political  structure. 

In  announcing  or  calling  these  assemblies  of  the  people,  curi- 
osity was  at  once  excited  to  know  what  could  be  the  character  of 
<*  Educational  Meetings,"  as  they  have  been  styled.  Many  supposed 
that  the  Superintendent  designed  presenting  to  the  people  technical 
disquisitions  upon  the  subject  of  education  ;  something  that  would 
be  above  the  comprehension  of  those  f^r  whose  benefit  the  meetings 
were  intended. 

This  fact,  I  subsequently  ascertained,  operated  materially  against 
the  success  of  the  movement  in  certain  localities,  keeping  many 
away  who,  had  they  known  that  the  object  of  the  "  Educational 
Meeting"  was  simply  to  enable  the  Superintendent  to  get  the  people 
together  and  address  them  in  a  plain,  matter  of  fact,  common  sense 
manner,  touching  the  relations  they  sustain  to  their  schools,  would, 
by  their  presence,  have  greatly  enhanced  the  interest  of  the  assem- 
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blies.  and,  I  believe,  learned  something  of  their  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities as  patrons  of  the  public  schools. 

In  my  last  report  to  your  department,  I  took  occasion  to  allude 
to  the  necessity  which  I  conceived  to  exist  for  an  increase  in  the 
wages  of  teachers,  and  I  am  now  more  than  ever  convinced,  that 
due  attention  to  this 'matter  on  the  part  of  the  public  will  prove 
most  advantageous.  There  has,  to  be  sure,  been  a  marked  increase 
in  teachers'  wages  within  the  past  two  or  three  years,  but  there  is 
still  room  for  improvement.  The  average  rate  of  teachers'  wages 
in  this  county  may  be  said  to  be  about  $25  per  month.  Such  com- 
pensation as  this  is  by  no  means  adequate,  if  we  would  create  what 
18  80  much  to  be  desired,  viz.,  a  class  of  professional  teachers.  In- 
deed, there  is  no  class  so  poorly  paid  as  the  teaching  profession 
generally.  And  as  a  result  of  this  state  of  things,  young  men  are  in 
the  habit  of  teaching  during  the  winter  months,  and  seeking  some 
moreremunerative  channel  in  the  summer ;  whereas,  if  sufficient 
wages  were  paid  they  would  make  a  business  or  profession  of  teaching, 
and  thus  necessarily  become  better  qualified  for  the  work  than  it  is 
possible  for  them  to  do  as  at  present  engaged.  There  is  no  good 
reason,  that  I  can  conceive  of,  why  the  compensation  of  teachers 
should  not  at  least  approximate  in  a  reasonable  measure  to  that  re- 
ceived by  employees  m  the  various  clerical  positions  occupied  by 
young  men  and  women. 

Assuredly,  the  position]oocupied  by  the  teacher  who  is  charged 
with  the  moral  and  intellectual  training  of  from  twenty  to  fifty 
children,  involves  quite  as  weighty  a  responsibility  as  that  borne  by 
him  who  holds  the  position  of  clerk. 

The  plan  piacticed  by  some  of  our  county  superintendents  of  ad- 
dressing the  people  upon  school  topics  through  circulars  read  at  the 
annual  district  meetings,  commends  itself  to  my  judgment  as  an  ex- 
cellent means  of  reaching  all  concerned,  and  shall  be  adopted  in 
this  county  should  I  be  continued  in  my  present  position. 

Apropos  of  this,  I  may  observe  that  1  have  been  placed  under 
obligations  to  I.  N.  Cundall,  Esq  ,  of  Fond  du  Lao  county,  and  to 
D.  Gray  Purman,  Esq.,  of  Grant  county,  by  the  receipt  during  the 
past  year  from  these  gentlemen  of  various  valuable  papers  relating 
to  school  interests  in  their  respective  counties. 

CHAS.  B.  JENNINGS, 

County  Superintendent. 


MARATHON   COUNTY. 

I  have  visited  aAd  examined  eight  schools,  and  am  pleaEod  to  be 
able  to  report  favorably  of  them. 
Dist  rict  No.  7,  town  of  Wausau,  has  nearly  completed  a  good 
me   school-house. 
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It  is  very  desirable  to  have  a  uniformity  of  text  books  ia  tbe 
schools.  The  great  variety  now  in  use  hinders  the  teacher  from 
laboring  efficiently. 

It  is  a  subject  of  oompLunt  that  parents  seldom  visit  the  schools. 
Surely  parents  should  esteem  teachers  and  sustain  their  authority 
in  proportion  as  they  are  faithful  in  all  things.  Except  they  co- 
operate with  them  decidedly  and  heartily,  and  take  part  with  them, 
even  though  it  be  against  their  own  children,  except  when  it  is  clear 
that  authority  is  abused  and  cruelty  practiced,  the  teacher  mast 
fail  and  the  pupils  be  injured.  So  fond  and  partial  are  most  pa- 
rents, that  they  are  too  ready  to  take  part  with  their  children 
against  teachers  and  all  others^ 

THOMAS  GREENE, 
County  Superintendent. 


OCONTO  COUNTY. 

I  send  you  herewith,  my  annual  report.  I  have  delayed  it  sev 
eral  days,  in  order  to  have  all  the  town  clerks'  reports  to  imbody  in 
it  ;  using  in  the  meantime  all  reasonable  means  to  secure  prompt 
and  accurate  reports  ;  but  still  you  will  find  that  one  (the  Pensao- 
koo)  report,  is  wanting. 

My  report  is  defective  in  other  respects,  I  am  well  aware.  I  have 
taken  much  pains  to  have  it  accurate  in  all  its  details.  I  conid, 
however,  only  use  such  materials  as  subordinate  officers  furnished 
me  ;  and  they  were  evidently  defective  in  some  respects.  I  first 
publicly  called  the  attention  of  District  and  Tdwn  Clerks  to  the 
importance  of  accurate  and  prompt  reports  from  them.  I  then 
addressed  those  personally  whose  reports  wero  faulty  or  failed  to 
reach  me,  and  you  have  the  result. 

Some  of  the  officers  lack  the  requisite  knowledge,  and  some  lack 
■  interest. 

There  is,  I  presume,  nothing  in  my  county,  which  does  not  exist 
in  others,  that  would  furnish  material  for  a  special  report  which 
would  be  of  service  to  the  general  cause  of  education. 

Three  new  school  houses  have  been  bnilt  during  the  year,  and  ar- 
rangements are  making  for  three  or  four  mone  in  the  year  to  come. 

The  county  is  ne^,  and  there  are  many  difficulties  to  overcome  be- 
fore our  schools  are  made  what  they  ought  to  be.  I  think  the  pros- 
pect is  brightening,  but  slowly. 

JNO.  FAIRCHILD. 
County  Superintendent  of  SchooU, 


I  OZAUKEE  COUNTY. 


At  the  time  of  transmitting  my  annual  statistical  report  to  the 
State  Department,  I  was  occupied  with  the  fall  examinations  and 
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Inetitnte,  else  this  special  report  should  accompany  it ;  besides  both 
were  forwarded  together  last  year,  and  the  special  report  was  not 
looked  upon  as  such. 

Daring  the  winter  term  I  visited  every  school  in  the  county, 
spending  half  a  day  in  each,  accompanied  in  all  cases,  where  it  was 

g)Bsible  to  secure  such  co-operation,  by  the  members  of  the  District 
card.  In  nearly  every  school  I  conducted  the  usual  exercises,  to- 
gether with  a  review  examination  in  the  different  branches  studied, 
and  noticed  very  decided  improvements  since  the  preceding  visita- 
tion, to  which  I  directed  the  attention  of  the  District  Boards.  Dur- 
ing the  summer  term  all  the  schools  in  operation  (comparatively  few) 
were  visited.  The  summer  schools,  except  in  the  villages,  are  but 
thinly  attended. 

In  some  country  districts  where  a  young  lady  whiles  away  some 
two  or  throe  months  in  the  summer  with  about  a  dozen  children 
from  four  to  nine  years  of  age,  would  it  not  be  better  to  keep  all 
the  school  term,  agreed  upon  by  the  district,  in  the  fall  and  winter? 
And  yet  I  should  hesitate  to  counsel  any  course  that  might  tend  to 
keep  the  door  of  a  school-house  closed  all  summer. 

The  value  of  large  districts  and  graded  schools  begins  to  be  more 
thought  of  and  appreciated.  Last  year  one  small  district  was  dis- 
solved, and  incorporated  with  the  adjoining  district,  and  a  similar 
tendency  elsewhere  is  perceptible. 

Only  those  schools  that  are  under  the  charge  of  teachers  of  abil* 
ity,  are  frequently  visited  by  the  District  Board  and  others  ;  while 
in  those  conducted  by  poor  teachers  little  or  no  interest  seems  to  be 
taken.  We  have  four  graded  schools ;  three  having  two  depart- 
ments, and  one  having  tnreo  departments  Three  new  stone  school- 
bouses  have  been  built  during  tne  year,  and  others  are  about  to  be 
built  next  spring  and  summer. 

At  and  since  the  fall  examinations  fifty-nine  certificates  have  been 
issued,  fifty-one  of  the  third  grade,  six  of  the  second  grade,  and 
two  of  the  first  grade.  Only  thirty-six  applicants  presented  them-' 
selves  at  the  public  examinations,  the  remaining  twenty-three  con- 
sist of  old  teachers  who  seem  to  think  thut  their  experience  in  the 
profession  should  exempt  them  from  such  a  process,  and  of  inexperi- 
enced young  men  and  ladies,  who  are  always  on  the  look  out  for 
those  schools  that  remain,  after  the  holders  of  fully  legitimate  pub- 
lic examination  certificates  are  served.  Even  this  is  an  improve- 
ment on  former  years. 

Heretofore  the  examinations  were,  for  the  most  part,  written,  so 
much  as  to  appear  and  in  reality  be  private,  rather  than  public  ex- 
aminations ;  this  fall  they  were  conducted  almost  exclusively  on  the 
oral  principle,  and  with  this  form  visitors  were  satisfied  and  teachers 
perfectly  reconciled. 

There  are  some  few  teachers  whose  strongest  claim  to  a  certificate 
or  rather  to  a  license  to  teach,  consists  in  presenting  a  paper  signed 
by  the  board  and  citizens  of  some  certain  district,  expressing  a  wish 
to  have  them  as  their  teachers.     XTawillingly  have  I  granted  a  1 
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oense  (limited  of  coarse)  to  Buch  persons,  actuated  by  a  scardtyof 
teachers,  and  the  fear  that,  in  such  a  case,  if  the  wish  of  the  dis- 
trict were  not  respected  the  school-house  might  remain  closed  during 
the  term. 

I  have  held  an  Institute  in  the  latter  part  of  October,  the  second 
since  I  became  Superintendent,  and  the  latter  has  proved  jso  great 
an  improvement  on  the  former,  both  in  the  attendance  and  the  in- 
terest manifested  as  to  inspire  high  hopes  of  the  good  to  be  accom- 
plished by  such  exercises.  This,  together  with  the  regular  meetings 
of  our  Teachers'  Association,  lately  organized,  promises  to  bring 
about  a  better  state  of  things  in  matters  pertaining  to  education. 

P.  K.  GANNON, 
County  Superintendent. 


PEPIN  COUNTY. 

The  class  of  teachers  in  this  county  are  growing  better  each  year. 
The  demand  for  good  teachers  is  on  the  increase  and  some  districts 
are  more  concerned  about  the  quality  and  abilities  of  the  teacher 
than  the  wages.  But  the  majority  of  the  districts  are  still  in  favor 
of  **  cheap  teachers."  The  selfishness  of  man  is  manifested  as 
much  in  our  school  matters  as  anywhere  else.  In  some  districts  in 
this  county  there  are  a  majority  of  men  who  have  no  children,  and 
being  tax  payers  thoy  vote  down  the  school — ^refusing  to  raise  funds 
necessary  to  maintain  it.  Hence  some  of  our  school  children  are 
deprived  of  schooling  from  this  cause — men  refusing  to  raise  money 
to  educate  other  folks'  children.  This  I  call  a  short-sighted  and 
niggardly  policy  for  people  living  in  the  United  States. 

Our  school-houses,  as  a  general  thing,  are  poor  concerns,  rough 
logs  thrown  together,  as  if  for  herdiof  sheep  or  cattle,  with  few  out- 
houses and  badly  constructed  seats.  There  are  but  few  good  school- 
houses  in  the  county.  ' 

As  yet  people  here  will  not  vote  a  tax  for  a  school  library,  school 
apparatus  or  outline  maps.  There  is  not  a  school-house  in  the 
county  supplied  with  outline  maps. 

It  is  high  time  that  our  legislature  change  the  school  month  from 
22  days  to  20  days.  The  people  demand  this  change,  and  especially 
the  teachers. 

,  JAMES  R.  HANAN, 

County  Superintendent, 


PIERCE  COUNTY. 

As  our  county  is  quite  new  and  much  of  it  thinly  settled,  so  we 
have  not  arrived  at  the  degree  of  perfection  to  which  we  hope  grad- 
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nallj  to  attain.  In  part  of  the  towns  we  have  some  very  fine  school- 
houses,  which  are  an  ornament  to  the  county  and  a  credit  to  the 
districts  in  which  they  are  situated  The  larger  number  of  our 
school  districts  have  rather  poor  school- houses,  which  have  been 
built  some  time  when  the  inhabitants  were  |)oor.  '  But  there  is  an 
irrepressible  desire  in  this  county  for  building  new  school-houses 
after  the  best  and  most  improved  plans  ;  also  for  repairing  others 
aud  making  them  comfortable  and  convenient  for  both  teachers  and 
scholars. 

During  the  past  year  our  schools  have  been  supplied  with  well 
qualified  teachers,  who  have  sljown  themselves  masters  of  their  pro- 
fession by  the  success  that  has  attended  most  of  their  labors. 

This  constant  and  gradual  improvemeet  of  our  schools  is  due  to 
several  causes  which  1  need  not  mention  here. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  quito  a  number  of  our  teachers  have 
been  employed  in  the  same  district — sume  two  terms,  some  three  or 
more,  and  one  lady  has  become  a  permanent  and  indispensable  fix- 
ture to  the  welfare  of  the  school  in  which  she  has  so  faithfully 
labored  many  a  weary  year. 

There  are  many  officers  and  patrons  in  this  coiinty  who  are  un- 
willing to  employ  any*  teacher  except  those  well  qualified  and  adepts 
in  teaching  ;  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  but  that  there  are  some  who  still 
cling  to  the  pernicious  idea  that  a  cheap  school  teacher  is  as  good  as 
any  other. 

As  long  as  this  radical  belief  exists  and  is  operative  among  our 
officers  and  patrons,  «o  long  we  may  not  only  expect  but  shall  have 
poor  teachers,  poor  schools  aud  ignorant  scholars.  During  the  sum- 
mer term,  I  have  required  monthly  reports  from  our  teachers  for 
which  I  furnished  blanks,  which  I  think  has  produced  a  salutary 
infiuence  upon  our  teachers  and  our  schools.  Every  legally  organ- 
ized school  in  the  cointy  I  have  visited  twice  during  the  year,  and 
some,  oftener.  My  official  visits  to  our  schools  always  have  been 
without  notice  to  the  teachers. 

These  visits  have  shown  to  me  plainly  that  most  of  our  teachers 
are  laboring  hard  for  the  interests  of  those  committed  to  their  care ; 
also,  that  there  is  almost  a  universal  negligence  on  the  part  of  school 
officers  and  patrons  in  visiting  t  ur  schools.  The  presence  of  effi- 
cient officers  and  patrons  in  our  schools  would  give  much  encourage- 
ment to  our  teachers,  and  often  seem  to  lighten  the  burden  of  their 
arduous  labors. 

I  comsider  our  present  school  system  to  be  working  well  in  this 
county,  and^is  fitly  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  people  in  our  front- 
ier counties. 

We  do  not  .expect  to  reach  perfection  in  this  present  life,  but  we 
will  strive  to  better  the  condition  of  our  schools  by  thought  labor  and 
money  For  the  accomplishment  of  this,  strenuous  em>rts  must  be 
constantly  put  forth  by  all  parties  irterested. 

The  officers  who  manage  our  schools  should  be  selected  with  much 
care  and  discretion.     Our  schools  belong  to  the  people>  and  we 
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sbould  be  governed  bv  no  motive  in  elevating  men  to  office  but 
what  would  tend  to  the  best  interests  and  future  welfare  of  our 
Bcholars. 

We  do  not  expect,  in  this  county,  to  surpass  other  portions  of 
the  state,  but  we  intend  to  hold  a  fair  rank,  other  things  being 
equal. 

I  fed,  as  I  am  about  to  close  my  labors  as  a  school  officer,  that 
my  time  has  not  been  spent  in  vain,  and  I  hope  and  trust,  that  mj 
successor  will  find  the  schools  of  this  county  in  a  healthy  and  pros- 
perous condition. 

DANIEL  THURSTON, 

County  Superintendent. 


POLK  COUNTY, 

T  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  this,  my  fourth  annual  re- 
port. During  my  four  years  of  labor  in  the  schools  of  this  county,  it  is 
truly  gratifyioff  to  me  to  seethe  changes  that  have  been  wrought  for 
the  better.  The  little  bark-covered  shanty  has  been  exchanged  for  the 
respectable  school-house,  and  where  the  foot  of  man  scarce  before 
had  trod,  the  merry  group  of  children  have  assembled  from  day  to 
day  to  receive  instruction  from  one  who  has  passed  an  ordeal  of  a 
rigid  examination.  Our  county  is  new,  and  as  yet  sparsely  settled, 
consequently  we  labor  under  many  disadvantages  compared  to  that 
of  other  counties  having  older  organizations  and  richer  districts. 

SCHOOL  DISTEICTS. 

We  have  twenty-three  school  districts  and  two  joint  districts, 
twenty-two  of  which  have  maintained  school  five  or  more  months 
during  the  school  year.  One  district  has  been  disorganized,  and 
three  new  cues  have  been  organized,  making  an  increase  of  two  dis- 
tricts, and  some  more  new  ones  are  about  to  be  organized. 

FINANCES. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  financial  statement  of  my  statistical  report 
there  is  a  sad  discrepancy  In  vain  have  I  appealed  to  the  town 
clerks  for  corrections  of  their  reports  ;  they  assure  me  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  them  to  obtain  odhrect  repoits  from  the  district  clerks. 
After  having  tried  in  vain  to  procure  correct  statistics,  I  send  joa 
such  as  I  can  obtain.  Two  towns  give  me  no  financial  statement  at 
all.  and  others  give  erroneous  ones.  These  matters,  I  think,  should 
be  investigated. 

SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

There  have  been  five  neat  log  school  houses  built  the  past  year  at 
an  aggregate  value  of  9750.     There  are  still  two  districts  destitute 
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of  ^hool  houses.  Tho  best  school  house  in  the  county  is  Valued  at 
about  $1,000,  and  the  poorest  at  $50,  the  aggregate  value,  (6965, 
and  the  average  value  to  $316  59  (including  sites.) 

TEAOnKRS. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  varies  little  from  that  of  last 
year .  only  four  male  teachers  have  been  employed.  The  average 
wages  of  males  is  $40  50  per  month. 

The  average  wages  of  female  teachers  is  $27.61 — $4.30  higher 
than  it  was  last  year. 

We  have,  with  but  few  exceptions,  the  same  teachers  we  had  last 
year.  Owing  to  the  increasing  severity  of  the  examinations,  some 
are  dropping  off,  not  being  able  to  keep  pace,  but  the  majority  have 
with  ccmmendable  zeal  and  earnest  effort  made  rapid  progress  in 
their  studies  and  efficiency  in  teaching.  With  very  few  exceptions 
those  who  read  educational  works,  and  devote  their  whole  time  and 
attention  to  their  profession,  are  successful  teachers ;  and  it  occurs 
to  me  that  the  profession  never  will  attain  to  its  proper  standing 
until  sufficient  inducements  are  held  out  to  cause  young  men  and 
young  women  to  devote  their  lives  to  the  noble  work.  At  present 
none  but  young  persons  can  afford  to  spend  their  time  in  teaching. 
Those  who  have  family  responsibilities  resting  upon  them  must  do 
something  that  will  pay  better  ;  consequently  our  schools  are  mostly 
supplied  with  novicei  instead  of  experts  in  the  art. 

SCHOOL  VISITATIONS. 

During  the  year  I  have  made  78  school  visits,  and  have  generally 
made  suggestions  in  reference  to  methods  of  teaching,  commending 
those  things  which  I  thought  worthy  of  commendation,  and  calling 
the  attention  of  the  teacher  to  the  things  that  I  thought  might  be 
improved,  all  of  which  suggestions  were  kindly  received,  and  in 
many  cases  resulted  in  perceptible  improvement.  At  the  spring  cx- 
'  aminations  teachers  were  required  to  say  that  they  would  make  an 
effort  to  improve  their  school  grounds,  which  I  found  in  my  summer 
visits  had  not  been  neglected.  It  was  indeed  gratifying  to  find  tnat 
wherever  it  was  practicable,  trees  had  been  planted  and  play  grounds 
had  been  nicely  cleared  off.  Many  thanks  to  those  teachers  who 
have  thus  assisted  in  carrying  my  plans  into  effect.  No  set  of 
teachers  could  have  been  more  faithful  in  their  work,  and  no  work 
could  have  resulted  in  more  good. 

SCHOOL  PATRONS. 

The  people  generally  are  interested  in  their  schools,  and  so  far  as 
taxing  themselves  goes  their  liberality  in  most  cases  is  not  often 
exoelled,  yet  their  effort  here  to  a  great  extent  seems  to  stop,  and 
it  is  difficult  in  many  oases  to  eet  the  facts  before  the  people,  that 
here  their  dutv  does  not  end,  but  that  th^r  interests  shoiild  be 
manifested  in  furnishing  maps  and  apparatus  for  the  sohool  room ; 
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in  rcplcnisbing  their  district  library,  if  tbej  have  any ;  in  making 
their  school  attractive  by  decorating  and  beautifying  the  room,  tbe 
house,  and  its  surroundings,  and  by  frequently  visiting  the  schools 
themselves,  encouraging  tne  teacher  by  co-operative  sympathy  and 
action.  Could  the  people  be  made  to  sec,  realize  and  practice  these 
things,  a  thorough  reform  would  be  wrought  in  our  schools ;  and 
until  then  our  school  system  is  insufficient. 

8CJS00L  LAWS* 

The  amendments  to  the  school  code  passed  by  the  last  legislature 
are  satisfactory  to  the  people,  with  the  exception  of  that  which  re- 
lates to  tbe  boundaries  of  a  school  district,  limiting  it  to  six  miles 
square.  It  is  siucerely  hoped  that  such  law  will  be  repealed  or 
amended  by  the  next  legislature,  so  far  at  least  as  it  effects  these 
frontier  districts. 

R.  H.  CLARK, 
County  Superintendent, 


PORTAGE  COUNTY. 

This  report  is  the  last  which  my  official  duty  calls  upon  me  to 
transmit  to  your  department.  This  year  will  end  my  official  con- 
nection with  the  common  schools  of  Wisconsin.  Hence,  this  may  be 
regarded  in  the  light  of  a  valedictory  fron^  the  "  Veteran  Superin- 
dent." 

Four  years'  supervision  of  the  schools  of  this  county  has  ripened 
into  conviction,  in  my  mind,  that  the  following  are  existing  facts  : 

1st.  The  great  majority  of  the  people  of  this  county  believe,  that 
good  schools  are  good  institutions. 

2d.  They  are  willing  to  tax  themselves  for  the  support  of  such 
schools. 

8d.  Many  of  them  are  willing  to,  and  do,  make  sacrifices  of  time 
and  personal  ease  in  order  that  they  may  be  able  to  send  their 
children  to  school.  While,  it  is  also  true,  that  too  large  a  number, 
while  they  assent  to  the  necessity  of  a  ffood  education,  to  prepare 
their  children  for  the  grave  responsibilities  of  American  oitiecn- 
ship,  and  for  domestic  and  social  duties,  are  remiss,  often  culpably 
so,  in  the  duty  of  sending  them  to  school.  A  lack  of  the  manifes- 
tation of  proper]  interest,  in  the  progress  and  deportment  of  their 
children  while  in  school,  is  also  a  prevalent  evil ;  the  bad  effects  of 
which  are  too  numerous  to  mention  in  this  report. 

4th.  Persons  are  too  often  selected  for  district  officers  without 
regard  to  their  fitness  for  that  position,  and  who  are  especially  unfit 
from  a  laok  of  a  just  appreciation  of  the  magnitude  of  the  interests 
committed  te  their  charge. 

5th.  That  the  good  effects  of  an  intelligent  and  faithful  super- 
vision of  schools  is  not  in  danger  of  being  too  highly  estimated,  %xA 
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and  that  there  is  less  danger  of  the  man  who  discharges  the  duty  of 
Superintendent  being  too  liberally  paid. 

6th.  That  the  person  chosen  to  the  office  of  Saperintendent,  should 
not  only  be  a  man  of  thorough  education — a  person  of  large  experi- 
ence as  a  teacher,  but  should  also  bo  one  in  whose  mind  there  is  a 
living  conviction  of  the  truth,  that  of  all  earthly  things,  none  tower 
higher  in  importance,  as  a  means  of  advancing  and  securing  the'hap* 
piness  and  prosperity  of  the  people,  individually  and  collectively, 
than  a  well  ordered  system  of  education  for  the  masses  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  withal,  has  love  of  country  and  love  of  humanity  enough  to 
inspire  him  with  determination  and  energy  to  work  unremittingly  to 
establish  such  a  system. 

Short  of  this,  the  office  of  County  Superintendent  is  a  mockery,  a  * 
mere  useless  appendage  to  a  slow  coach. 

It  follows  as  a  necessary  consequence  that  in  order  to  secure  the 
services  of  a  superintendent  with  such  qualifications,  a  compensa- 
tion -proportionate  to  the  ability  and  labor  required  must  be  paid. 

This  county,  I  am  happy  to  pay,  has  made  some  progress  in  the 
building  of  school-houses  during  the  past  year,  and  in  repairing 
and  rendering  sightly  and  comfortable  those  previously  built.  Two 
good  frame  school-houses  have  been  put  up  in  the  town  of  Almond, 
and  one  in  the  town  of  Stockton.  Preparations  are  being  made  for 
the  erection  of  quite  a  number  more  during  the  coming  year 

Our  educational  interests  are,  at  best,  keeping  pace  with  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  county  in  wealth  and  population. 

I  would,  in  conclusion,  repeat  substantially,  my  remarks  in  my 
last  annual  report  in  relation  to  this  oounty.  We  need  a  larser 
number  of  teachers  educated  for  that  profession.  To  supply  this 
want  Normal  Schools,  ill  sufficient  numbers  and  in  such  localities 
as  to  make  them  cheaply  accessible  to  all  who  desire  to  engage  in 
tbe  business  of  teaching,  should  be  established. 

^0  long  as  our  schools  have  to  be  supplied  with  teachers  from  the 
ranks  of  those  who  engage  in  teaching  as  a  temporary  occupation,  or  as 
a  '^stepping  stone"  to  some  more  lucrative  and  less  laborious  pro- 
fession, our  common  school  system  will  be,  to  a  great  extent,  a 
failure. 

W.  R.  ALBAN, 
County  Superintendent, 


RICHLAND  COUNTY. 

I  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  county  Superintendent  in  Novem-* 
ber,  1866,  soon  after  the  examination  of  that  year  was  held.  Since 
that  time  I  have  traveled  over  the  county,  held  one  examination, 
delivered  several  lectures,  and  written  some  articles  for  the  county 
paper  upon  school  matters. 

Have  also  held  a  oonvention  which  recommended  a  series  of  text 
books  to  be  used  in  the  school.     The  teachers  have  made  monthly 
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reports  for  the  first  time ;  at  the  clo^e  of  the  first  week  of  school, 
the  teachers  have  sent  me  a  programme  of  the  exercises,  that  I  might 
make  some  suggestions  hefore  I  could  visit  the  schools. 

1  have  become  acquainted  with  the  schools,  and  the  people ;  there 
are  many  difficulties  to  be  overcome.  I  am  not  able  to  report  acy 
progress  among  the  teachers,  in  modes  of  teaching,  or  in  ability  to 
teacK  as  I  have  visited  the  schools  but  once.  Whatever  the  progress 
may  have  been,  there  is  opportunity  for  more  ;  a  large  number  of  licen 
ses  are  granted  every  year  ;  so  chat  all  may  have  some  kind  of  a  school. 
Many  districts  *'  seek  cheap  teachers." 

Log  school-houses  without  desks  are  slowly  disappearing,  and  better 
houses  are  taking  their  places. 

The  people  think  the  old  books,  the  old  modes  of  teaching,  and  the 
town  Superintend ency  vastly  superior  to  anything  modern,  of  the 
kind. 

The  increase  of  salary  for  the  next  term  of  office,  will  enable  the 
Superintendent  to  devote  his  time  to  the  duties  of  the  office  ;  this 
may  popularize  the  system,  and  make  the  schools  more  efficient. 

GEO.  D.  STEVENS, 
CawnJty  JSuperintendtnt, 


SAUK  COUNTY. 

In  compliance  with  request  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing special  report  of  the  schools  in  Sauk  county  for  the  past  year : 

I. — WORK    PEB^OBMBD. 

1.  Examinations.  During  the  Fall  examinations  sixty-three  ap- 
plicants were  examined,  forty-eight  of  whom  received  certificates. 
At  the  Spring  examinations,  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  appli- 
cants were  examined,  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  of  whom  received 
certificates. 

2.  Private  Examinations.  After  the  public  examinations  in  the 
Fall,  although  there  were  teachers  enough  holding  certificates  in 
force  to  supply  all  the  schools  in  the  county,  district  clerks  seemed 
to  meet  with  difficulty  in  securing  them,  probably  because  a  large 
part  of  them  were  not  intending  to  teach  during  tne  winter.  This, 
of  necessity,  occasioned  a  great  many  private  examinations,  upon 
which  (fifty-three  certificates  were  granted.  Eighteen  certificates 
were  granted  upon  special  applications  in  the  spring. 

8  Limited  Certificates,  One  hundred  and  four  limited  eertifi- 
cates  were  granted,  as  follows  :  sixty-nine  in  the  fall,  and  thirty- 
five  in  the  spring  ; — and  this,  with  the  fact  that  several  received  cer- 
tificates twice,  will  aocjQunt  for  the  large  number  of  certificates 
granted. 
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4.  School  YUitation.  In  all  the  towns  in  the  county,  I  visited 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  schools,  and  to  these  made  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  visits  In  addition  to  those  I  made  about  ten 
to  districts  in  which  there  had  been  no  schools,  or  in  which  the 
schools  had  closed  before  my  arrival. 

After  my  visits  I  usuajly  wrote  letters  to  the  district  boards  con- 
cerning the  discipline  and  management  of  the  schools,  the  classifi- 
cation of  the  scholars,  uniformity  of  text  books,  the  condition  of 
the  school-room  and  the  furniture,  and  the  condition  of  the  out- 
houses, recommending  alterations  and  repairs  when  needed. 

6.  InstitiUes.  Two  institutes  were  held,  one  at  Spring  Green, 
attended  by  twentji^five  teachers,  d&d  one  at  Baraboo,  attended  by 
sixty-two.  Evening  lectures  were  delivered  before  the  latter  by  Kev. 
Spencer  Carr,  Rev.  Warren  Cochran,  Hon.  Jno  G.  McMynn  and 
Jabez  Brown,  Esq.  These  lectures  were  well  attended,  and  by 
them,  as  well  as  by  the  exercises  at  the  institutes,  a  new  interest 
was  awakened  in  favor  of  public  education. 

6-  Teachers^  Reports,  At  the  examinations  the  teachers  were 
supplied  with  blanks  for  monthly  reports,  and  by  €tr  the  larger  part 
of  them  reported  as  instructed.  Abstracts  of  a  part  of  these  re- 
ports were  published  in  the  leading  paper  of  the  county,  but  they 
were  received  so  irregularly  that  this  has  proved  an  item  of  but 
little  interest.  Yet  it  has  been  productive  of  some  good,  and  judi- 
ciously used  hereafter,  must  serve  to  increase  the  usefulness  of  the 
teacher. 

II. — TEACHERS* 

Owing  to  %Q  scarcity  of  teachers  last  fall  a  good  many  of  an  in- 
ferior grade  were  licensed  to  supply  the  demand.  But  in  the  spring 
a  large,  number  of  a  better  grade  was  in  attendance  at  the  examina- 
tions, from  whom  a  very  fair  class  of  teachers  was  selected.  Cer- 
tificates were  granted  to  none  under  sixteen  years  of  age.  Although 
persons  at  that  age  were  considered  as  altogether  too  young  to  as* 
sume  the  responsibilities  of  a  teacher,  a  good  many,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, had  to  be  accepted.  Older  teachers,  however,  those 
who  have  had  several  years  experience,  are  coming  into  the  field. 
The  younger  have  improved  a  good  deal  by  the  year's  experience. 
They  know  much  more  of  the  branches  in  which  they  are  required  to 
be  examined.  Many  are  striving  for  the  higher  grade  certificates. 
The  fact  that  eight  second  grade  certificates  were  granted,  six  of 
them  at  the  spring  examination,  is  a  proof  of  this.  Several  are 
now  attending  school  and  studying  the  higher  branches  with  the  de- 
sign of  taking  first  or  second  grade  certificates  next  examination. 
The  teachers  all  understand  better  the  art  of  teaching  and  govern- 
ing.    The  schools,  generally,  have  been  well  conducted. 

The  following  teachers,  whom  I  visited  during  the^year,  deserve 
credit  for  the  excellent  manner  in  which  they  conducted  their 
schools :      Jabez   Brown,    Ironton ;     W.    0.    Mullenix,   Yallton ; 
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Misses  Mary  and  Lucy  Flanders,  and  Miss  Bell  Hurlbut,  Baraboo ; 
Mrs,  Lizzie  Van  Norman,  Spring  Green  ;  Miss  Marion  Miles,  Fair- 
field ;  Miss  Rilla  Dennett,  Prairie  du  Sac ;  Miss  Ann  M.  Scott, 
Newport ;  Miss  Abbie  R.  Peck,  Excelsior ;  Miss  Carrie  Clark, 
New  Buffalo. 

Ill  — THE    STATE   NORMAL    SCHOOL. 

It  is  a  matter  of  no  little  regret  that  none  of  our  teachers  care  to 
attend  this  school.  This  county  is  entitled  to  twelve  representatives 
there,  yet,  although  I  have  let  pass  no  opportunity  to  inform  them 
of  the  conditions  and  terms  of  admission,  and  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  attending,  I  have  had  but  one  application.  That  was 
made  nearly  a  year  ago,  but  I  have.. not  heard  from  the  applicant 
since.  I  made  written  requests  to  dVer  twenty  to  accept  a  nomina- 
tion, but  all  declined  for  various  reasons. 

IV.     NON-ATTENDANCE. 

During  the  summer  term,  the  percentage  of  attendance  at  the 
schools  was  very  low.  Up  to  about  the  middle  of  the  term  the  at- 
tendance was  good.  ^But  after  that,  all  the  larger  scholars,  and 
many  of  the  smaller  ones,  were  kept  at  home  to  work  in  the  bop 
fields.  This  state  of  things  will  exist  as  long  as  the  people  are  en- 
gaged in  hop  raising.  The  summer  term  of  school  will  be  of  but  lit- 
tle benefit  to  the  scholars  \^hile  their  parents  permit  their  interest 
in  this  pursuit  to  supplant  their  interest  in  the  education  of  tbeii 
children. 

V.    SCHOOL   HOUSES. 

L  New  Buildings. — The  following  towns  have  built  new  houses, 
viz:  Bar&boo,.2;  Merrimack  and  Sumpter,  (joint, )^  ;  Bear 
Creek,  3  ;  Spring  Green,  1 ;  Ironton.  2 ;   Washington,  1 ;  total,  10. 

2.  Buildivgf  Proposed. — The  village  of  Baraboo  has  voted  to 
build  a  twenty-thousand  dollar  school-house,  half  the  money  to  be 
levied  this  fall,  and  half  next.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  citizens  of 
this  place  to  have  an  excellent  graded  school. 

Several  other  districts  have  taken  measures  to  build  during  the 
coming  year.  Among  them  may  be  mentioned  the  villages  of  Delton, 
Loganville  and  Sandusky. 

3.  Character  of  Buildings. — The  ,houso  built  in  Merrimack,  is 
of  stone,  and  cost  fourteen  hundred  dollars.  It  is  small,  but  large 
enough  to  accommodate  comfortably  all  the  scholars  in  the  district. 
Compared  with  the  best  in  the  county,  it  is  not  lower  than  second 
rate.  The  houses  built  in  the  other  towns,  with  two  exceptions,  are 
frame,  and  great  improvements  on  the  old  ones. 

Good  houses  arc  now  in  use  in  the  following  districts:  No.  1, 
Sumpter  ;  Joint  No,  4,  Merrimack  and  Sumpter ;  No.  5,  Sauk  City  ; 
No.  5,  Merrimack ;  No.  2,  Now  Buffalo ;  No.  6,  Woodlana ;  No.  4, 
Ironton  ;  No.  4,  Bear  Creek  ;  No.  4,  Spring  Green. 

The  first  of  these  is  the  best  public  Bcnool  building  in  the  county. 
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It  is  large,  well  finished  and  comfortable.  It  cost  two  thousand 
dollars.  The  site  contains  about  an  acre  of  ground,  is  well  covered 
with  shade  trees,  and  is  enclosed  with  an  excellent  board  fence. 

On&-tourth  of  all  the  buildings  in  the  county  arc  not  fit  for  school 
purposes.  I  have  not  space  to  notice  each  one  or  I  would  do  so  ; 
out  among  the  poorest  may  be  mentioned  the  one  in  district  No.  8, 
Westfield;  No.  1,  Franklin;  ISo.  2,  Bear  Creek;  No.  8,  Washing- 
ton; Joint  No.  7,  Baraboo  and  Sumpter;  No.  7,  Spring  Green. 
The  house  now  in  use  in  the  village  of  JBaraboo,  is  a  very  poor  one. 
It  is  not  large  enough  to  accommodate  half  the  scholars  in  the  dis- 
trict.    It  is  not  worth  repairing  and  is  hardly  serviceable. 

The  other  villages  in  the  county,  Spring  Green,  Prairie  du  Sac, 
Loganville,  Ironton,  Reedsburg  and  Delton,  are  in  need  of  very 
much  better  houses  than  they  now  have. 

The  above  report  shows  that,  although  we  are  far  short  of  what 
we  should  be  in  many  respects,  we  have  improved  during  the  past 
year  ;  that  public  opinion  is  becoming  enlightened  on  the  subject  of 
education,  and  that  there  is  promise  of  still  greater  improvement 
daring  the' year  to  come. 

R.  B.  CRANDALL, 

County  SuperifUendetU. 


ST.  CROIX  COUNTY. 

The  principal  facts  of  public  interest  relating  to  the  condition  of 
the  public  schools  in  this  county  during  the  past  school  year  may  be 
stated  as  follows : 

Ist.  Eight  school-houses  have  been  built — one  in  Troy,  two  in< 
Erin,,  one  in  Hudson,  one  in  Somerset,  one  in  Warren,  one  in  Pleas- 
Knt  Yalley  and  one  in  Rinnikinnio.  More  still  are  needed  in  dis- 
tricts recently  formed,  and  not  less  needed  in  some  of  the  older  dis- 
tricts, such  as  are  suffering  from  the  discomforts,  and  one  may  truly 
say,  the  degredation  incident  to  the  shabby,  dilapidated  school-hous- 
es. Our  best  school  buildings  aro  in  the  newer  districts,  some  of 
which  are  models  of  good  taste  and  liberal  economy,  built  with  some 
-  regard  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  generations  of  children 
who  are  to  occupy  them.  If  people  generally  could  understand  how 
much  a  well-constructed  and  well-furnished  school-house  contributes 
to  the  ^ood  order  and  contentment  of  its  occupants,  no  less  pains 
would  be  taken  in  providing  such,  than  is  bestowed  upon  private 
dwellings  and  church  edifices. 

2d.  During  the  past  year  our  teachers  have  been  unusually  suc- 
cessful We  have  no  normal  schools,  and  it  is  feared  we  are  not 
8oon  likely  to  have  any  accessible  to  this  point ;  still  our  toachers 
make  good  use  of  such  means  as  they  can  command  for  self-culture 
and  improvement  in  the  art  of  teaching,  and,  with  few  exceptions, 
deserve  credit  for  their  fidelity  and  good  management  in  the  school 
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ro.  m^  With  no  little  sacrifice  and  expense,  they  hare  attended  in- 
stitutes and  associations,  and  seem  to  feel  the  necessity  of  higher  cul- 
ture and  better  qualifications  for  their  duties.  There  are  t\o  acade- 
mies or  high  schools  in  this  part  of  the  State  to  which  at  the  pres- 
ent time  they  can  be  admitted  ;  and  on  this  account  our  schools  may 
suffer  in  comparison  with  those  in  more  favored  localities.  I^ut  our 
public  examinations  have  shown  that  respectable  attainments  are  pos- 
sible, even  where  such  privileges  arc  wanting  ;  and  it  is  believed 
that  a  remedy  for  such  privations  may  be  found  at  least  in  some  de- 
gree, in  raising  the  standard  of  education  in  our  common  schools. 
With  this  end  in  view,  we  have  made  our  examinations  as  thorough 
and  suggestive  as  our  circumstances  would  admit.  Also,  at  the  ap- 
pointed times  on  Saturdays,  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  teach- 
ers with  their  schools  have  been  invited  to  meet  for  the  purpose  of 
comparing  the  different  methods  of  teaching,  and  the  proficiency  of 
their  pupils.  Such  associations  are  profitable  to  our  schools.  la 
them,  parents,  school  boards  and  teachers  are  brought  into  confer- 
ence, and  pupils  are  stimulated  to  excel  in  the  branches  of  study 
which  are  to  be  exhibited.  They  are  also  occasions  of  interest  to 
the  neighborhood,  and  serve  to  call  public  attention  to  the  conditioa 
of  the  schools.  They  serve  also  to  encourage  and  strengthen  teach- 
ers,  and  to  incite  them  to  proper  aims  in  their  vocations. 

8d.  Our  annual  institute,  •held  in  the  village  of  New  Richmond, 
was  well  attended.  It  is  an  encouraging  fact  that  but  few  teachers 
in  the  county  neglect  to  attend  our  institutes  and  associations.  In 
the  absence  of  help  from  abroad,  our  more  experienced  teachers  as- 
sist in  conducting  the  exercises  of  the  institute.  Progressive 
teachers  prize  these  opportunities  for  mutual  instruction  and  im- 
provement, and  are  ambitious  to  bring  '*  beaten  oil"  into  the  sanc- 
tuary of  the  school  room. 

4th.  During  the  winter  term  the  majority  of  the  teachers  in  the 
eonnty  made  monthly  reports  of  their  schools  to  the  parents,  and 
quarterly  reports  to  the  superintendent.  These  reports  were  gener- 
ally attended^with  good  results.  In  the  summer  term  but  few  re- 
ports were  received  at  this  office,  owing  perhaps  to  the  limited  sup- 
ply of  blanks.  In  future  no  occasion  will  be  given  for  such  an 
excuse. 

5th.  Visits  of  parents  and  district  boards  to  the  schools  have 
been  few.  Still  parental  vigilance  has  not  been  wanting.  The 
teachers*  steps  to  and  from  the  school  room  have  been  oarefullj 
marked,  and  the  reports  of  their  doings  and  sayings,  as  communica- 
ted by  the  children,  duly  weighed  and  considered.  It  is  paintullj 
true  that  the  concern  and  interest  that  most  parents  seem  to  have  in 
their  school  are  chiefly  manifested,  not  by  personal  inspection  of  its 
real  condition,  but  by  uncandid  criticisms  and  groundless  complaints. 
Still  there  is  substantial  evidence  of  a  growing  interest  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  county.  There  is  a  demand  for  better  qualifications 
in  teachers.  The  expenditures  for  the  support  of  schools  are  in- 
creasingly liberal.     One  district  has  commenced  a  library ;  others 
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baye  procured  outline  maps ;  and  others  still  have  enlarged  and 
furnished  their  school-houses.  Ihore  are  still  other  indications 
which  are  e([ually  encouraging  and  gratifying. 

6th.  Irregularity  in  attendance  is  still  a  cause  of  complaint ;  but 
the  annual  reports  of  the  year  pas%  show  that  this  embarrassing 
evil  has  been  considerably  diminished,  although  in  some  schools  it 
is  still  deplorable.  A  law  requiring  that  children  should  not  only 
be  sent  to  school,  but  to  be  regular  in  attendance,  would,  in  my  es- 
timation, contribute  largely  to  the  prosperity  of  our  i'chools. 

7tb.  I  have  visited  all  the  schools  twice  during  the  year,  with 
the  exception  of  one  or  two  which  at  the  time  of  my  visits  in  their 
neighborhood  could  not  be  reached  by  ordinary  conveyance,  on  ac- 
count of  the  bad  traveling.  These  visits,  more  than  one  hundred 
in  number,  were  made  as  soon  as  practicable,  after  the  schools  com- 
menced, and  in  most  instances  occupied  about  half  a  day.  They 
were  made  without  formality,  and,  sometimes,  almost  unconoiously 
both  the  teacher  and  the  superintendent  were  engaged  at  the  same 
time  in  conducting  the  recitations  of  the  class.  These  familiar 
▼isits  appeared  to  be  welcomed  both  by  teachers  and  pupils,  and 
were  intended  to  awaken  an  interest  which  might  be  communicated 
to  the  neighborhood. 

In  looking  back  through  the  last  four  years  of  official  relations 
with  the  schools  of  this  county  I  think  £  can  see  that  the  influence 
fud  results  of  the  county  superintendency  in  this  county  have  had 
the  effect  to  awaken  public  interest  in  popular  education,  to  raise 
the  standard  of  qualifications  in  teachers,  to  render  our  school- 
houses  more  servicable  for  the  comfort  and  accommodation  of  their 
occupants,  and  our  schools  in  respect  to  discipline  and  thoroughness 
better  fitted  for  the  training  of  our  children  and  youth. 

A.  H.  WELD, 

County  Superintendent. 


TREMPEALEAU  COUNTY.     * 

Fifty- three  districts  have  supported  schools  in  the  counter  during 
the  year,  being  an  increase  of  nine  districts  over  the  number  re- 
ported last  year.  Two  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  children 
have  attended  the  schools,  showing  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
pupils  of  nine  hundred  and  eight.  The  teachers'  monthly  reports 
show  a  better  attendance,  though  it  is  only  about  sixty-five  per  oent. 
of  the  number  registered.  The  schools  have  improved  considerably 
since  last  year.  Nearly  every  district  has  endeavored  to  support  a 
school  at  least  five  months,  and  a  majority  of  the  districts  wish  to 
support  schools  as  much  of  the  time  daring  the  year  as  is  profitable 
for  the  pupils  to  attend.  They  desire  well  qualified  teacher  and  are 
willing  to  pay  good  wages.  This  growing  interest  in  the  cause  of 
education  among  the  people  is  truly  encouraging. 
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THB   TEAOHIBS. 

Of  the  eighty-two  different  persons  employed  in  our  schools  dur- 
ing the  year,  four  have  failed  from  inability  to  keep  order  in  the 
schocl-room.  The  remainder  have  done  well,  and  a  few  have  ex- 
celled. Most  of  the  teachers  of  our  county  manifest  a  lively  inter- 
est  in  their  work  and  appear  to  appreciate  the  responsibility  of  their 
situation,  yet  there  are  many  of  them  young  and  comparatively  in* 
experienced. 

TBAGHBBS'   INSTITUTE. 

A  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  at  Galesville  in  February.  It 
was  well  attended  and  was  a  complete  success,  resulting  in  an  im- 
proved method  of  teaching  in  a  majority  of  the  schools  during  their 
summer  terms. 

TEACHBBS'    OEBTIVIGATES. 

Seventy  certificates  were  granted  during  the  year,  sixty-eight  of 
which  were  of  the  third  grade,  one  of  the  first  and  one  of  the  second 
grade.  Of  the  above  number  six  were  limited  to  particular  districts. 
About  sixty  per  cent,  of  the  applicants  were  licensed  to  teach. 

VISITATIONS. 

With  one  exception  all  the  schools  of  the  county  have  been 
visited  by  the  County  Superintendent  once  during  each  te^n. 
Several  of  them  have  been  visited  twice  during  the  term,  and  in  a 
few  instances  three  times.  It  has  been  very  gratifying  and  en- 
couraging to  note  the  growing  interest  and  liberality  among  the 
people  in  favor  of  education. 

SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

Three  new  school-houses  iave  been  erected  during  the  year,  and 
considerable  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  way  of  repairs, 
and  in  inclosing  and  ornamenting  school  grounds. 

#  S.  S.  LUCE, 

County  SuperintendeiU, 


WALWORTH  COUNTY. 

During  the  year  ending  August  Slst,  there  have  been  held  in  the 
county  fourteen  public  examinations,  with  the  following  result : 

Total  nombcr  of  applicants, ...» 805 

Number  receiving  1st  grade  certificates 8 

do 2d do 9 

do 3d do 481 

do limited  certificates ..........  87 

Whole  number  licensed 280 

do refused 75 

Per  cent,  licensed 75      ' 
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As  the  total  number  of  teachers  required  to  teach  our  schools  is 
150,  it  will  be  seen  that  thero  has  been  no^ scarcity  of  teachers  in 
this  county. 

Wo  sadly  need  a  more  efficient  class  of  teachers  for  our  country 
schools.  Although  there  are  many  good,  successful  teachers  in 
these  schools,  still  there  .is  a  very  largei  cldss  who,  especially  in  the 
primary  teaching  which  every  such  school  affords,  may  be  sot  down 
as  failures.  Such  must  be  licensed  however,  that  the  demand  may 
be  supplied. 

I  have  during  the  year  made  215  visits  among  the  schools  of  the 
county.  I  have  found  nearly  all  the  teachers  trying  to  do  well.  I 
think  the  schools  are  steadily  improving,  and  we  may  hopo  ere  long 
to  see  the  time  when  poor  and  indifferent  teachers  shall  be  the  few 
exceptions.  The  great  improvement  in  our  graded  schools,  together 
with  the  normal  schools  will  do  much  to  bring  about  this  result. 

Our  graded,  perhaps  I  should  say  village  schools,  as  we  have  but 
one  thofoughly  graded,  have  with  but  one  exception  made  good  pro- 
gress during  the  year. 

At  Delavan,  since  my  last  report,  a  fine,  large  school  building  has 
been  completed  at  an  expense  of  nearly  $18,000-     The  house,  has 
been  in  use  since  November  last.     The  school,  under  the  very  effi- 
cient Management  of  Mr.  T.  0.  Chamberlin  and  an  excellent  corps 
q£,as&istants,  has  been  thoroughly  graded  and  during  the  year  the 
*  pup!l#  h'ave  made  rapid  progress  in  study.     As  the  people  of  Dela- 
*' van  were«t^  first  to  provide  a  commodious  building  aula  graded 
*  school,  \S^.  .Can  now  justly  claim  (ho  most   efficient  school  in  the 
County.  Jf. 

In  Geneva  a  handsome  school-house,  costing  $17,000,  is  nearly 
finished.  It  will  b&furpished  with  single  desks  and  chairs  through- 
out and^^,^vided.witl). inside  shutters,  in  short  completed, 

1  ^Jun}k  f  Jiother  village  in  the  State,  of  the  same  size,  can  boast 
so  jijte  ijlehool-house. 
^H(|Kyi|^  in  the  public  school,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  E.  P. 
JSrookS,^n5va  made  good  progress.  1  would  mention  the  primary 
department,  under  the  charge  of  Miss  A.  Curtis,  as  worthy  of 
special  commiendation. 

In  Elkhorn  a  beautiful  building  to  cost  $12,000  will  be  complet- 
ed Jan.  1st.  Elkhorn  is  the  only  place  in  the  county  that  has  pro- 
vided commodious  grounds  for  the  school  house.  The  house  pro- 
vides for  four  departments  and  five  teachers,  and  for  elegance 
and  convenience  it  is  not  often  surpassed.  Tho  school  during  the 
past  year  has  been  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Cheney,  and  al- 
though the  old  house  affords  anything  but  facilities  for  teachiqg, 
Mr.  Cheney  has  maintained  a  good  interest  among  the  pupils 
throughout  the  year,  and  they  have  made  fine  progress!  Both  pat- 
rons and  pupils  felt  keen  regret  that  Mr.  Cheney  should  leave  the 
school  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

In  Whitewater  no  movement  has  yet  been  made  toward  providing 
suitable  buildings  for  the  schools  of  that  place._  „The  old  buildings 
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are   poorly  constructed,   dilapidated   and  crowded  as   some  of  tbe 
rooms  are,  must  bo  very  unhealthy. 

With  a  census  of  ],058  between  the  ages  of  four  and  twenty, 
there  are  only  poor,  accommodations  for  400  pupils.  The  people  of 
Whitewater  pay  annually  not  less  than  from  J512,000  to  ^IJ^J.OOO 
for  thM  education  of  their  children  at  academies  and  seminaries, 
away  from  home.  With  suitable  buildings  better  schools  in  every 
respect  could  be  furnished  at  home  for  less  than  half  the  money. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  move  will  soon  be  madti  to  provide 
for  ♦he  educational  wants  of  the  most  beautiful  and  thriving  village 
in  the  county. 

The  School  for  several  years  has  been  under  the  charge  of  Mr. 
E.  Dewey^  and  is  doing  well. 

The  school  at  East  Troy  under  the  efficient  management  of  Mr. 
Geo.  W.  Heath  and  Miss  Rose  Swart,  has  done  finely  Mr.  H  ath, 
at  tbe  close  of  five  or  six  years  of  very  successful  labor  in  the  East 
Troy  school,  has  gone  to  Racine  much  to  the  disappointment  of  his 
pupils  and  patrons. 

Mr.  McBride,  at  Honey  Creek,  ha^  maintained  a  kein  interest 
among  his  pupils  throughout  the  year,  and  the  prC^f^ss  of  the 
school  has  been  good. 

In  Darien,  owing  to  the  inefficiency  and  mismanagement  of  the 
principal,  the  grammar  department  ot  the  school  has  made  little  or 
no  progrcs?.     The  primary  department  has  done  very  well. 

The  good  people  of  Sharon  seem  inclined  to  turn  their  j^U^n^iqn 
from  their  public  school  to  an  academy,   instead  of  puj^n^'^;^ 
wiser  policy  of  enlarging  their  public  school  house  .agmJafytd^Afe  ^ 
a  school  that  will  provide  for  the  wants  of  all  and  mSjroifrj'Com'^.lf 
interest.  •  '  *  ' 

I  mention  with  pleasure  the  following^ojantry  schools  as,  in  my 
opinion,  worthy  of  especial  comraecdatid^V.fNo.  9  id^^WljitL-water, 
and  No.  4  of  Sugar  Creek,  taught  by  M^s'-Elsie  itgWiL^J  ^o-  ^ 
(I  think)  of  Whitewater,  taught  by  jrfift^^giia  A. 

No.  5  of  Richmond,  and  No.  9  of  Lyons,  taught 
Bloss. 

No.  4  of  Darien  and  No.  3  of  Sharon,  taught  by 
Rogers. 

No.  6  of  Darien,  by  Charles  Allen,  and  the  same  by  Miss  Addie 
Shepherd. 

Nos.  3  and  12  of  Darien,  by  Miss  M.  D  Bennett. 

No    10,  of  Sharon,  by  Miss  A.  E.  Hall. 

No.  3,  of  Darien,  by  Miss  Sophie  Case. 

No.  10,  of  Walworth,  by  Miss  Ellen  Fairchild. 

No.  8,  of  Walworth,  by  Miss  Addie  Porter,  for  lively  interest  of 
pupils. 

No  2,  Walworth,  by  George  M.  Cooft,  for  excellent  discipline  and 
fine  interest  among  pupils 

No.  3,  of  LaGrange,  by  Wm.  R.  Taylor. 

Nos.  8  and  3,  of  LaGrange,  by  Miss  Laura  Williams. 
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No.  1,  of  Linn,  by  J.  Melvin  Wilson,  especially  for  teaching 
reading. 

NO.  4,  of  Linn,  by  Lewis  Marsh,  and  the  same  by  Miss  Libbie 
Groesbeck. 

Mo.  7,  of  Linn,  by  Miss  Josie  Standish, 

No.  7,  of  LaFayette,  by  Miss  Mary  Allen,  for  thorough  knowl- 

'  Eje  of  the  business. 

5,  of  LaFayette,  by  Newton  L   Straight,  for  excellent  disci- 
pline, and  teaching  reading. 

No  .6,  of  East  Troy,  by  Miss  S.  K.  Edwards. 

No.  2,  of  Spring  Prairie,  by  Lewis  Funk,  for  unusual  interest  of 
the  teacher. 

No.  12,  Spring  Prairie,  by  Miss  E.  M.  Pinch. 

No.  9,  Spring  Prairie,  by  Robt.  Webb. 

No.  10,  Spring  Prairie,  0.  T.  Williams,  and  the  same  by  Miss 
Jennie  Fowler. 

No.  5,  of  Spring  Prairie  and  Geneva,  by  Miss  Carrie  Latham. 

No.  4,  of  La  Fayette,  by  Miss  Alice  Dewing. 

No.  4,  of  Lyons,  by  Chas.  M.  Bright^  for  excellent  discipline  and 
thoroughness  in  teaching. 

No.  8,  of  Bloomfield,  and 

No.  9,  of  Spring  Prairie,  by  M.  E.  Burt.  This  teacher  has  a  clear 
understanding  of  the  matter  to  bo  taught  and  the  manner  of  teach* 
ing. 

I  find  my  Rst  more  than  twice  as  long  as  that  of  last  year. 
There  are  many  others  whoso  earnestness  in  learning  the  theory  and 
art  of  teaching  I  could  commend,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the 
number  of  successful  teachers  is  rapidly  increasing. 

Several  nice  school-houses  have  been  built  or  fiaished  during  the 
year,  in  the  country  districts. 

School  houses  have  been  erected  or  completed  in  the  following 
country  districts  :  At  La  Grange  Centre,  No.  9  La  Grange,  No.  3 
La  Grange  and  Palmyra,  No.  4  La  Grange,  No.  2  of  Spring  Prairie, 
No.  7  Geneva,  No.  5  Walworth,  No.  9  Sugar  Creek,  and  No.  1 
East^Troy.  These  buildings  have  cost  from  f  800  to  $1600  each.  I 
thinf  it  would  be  hard  to  find  a  better  arranged  house  than  has 
been  built  at  La  Grange  Centre. 

We  need  more  graded  schools,  but  I  doubt  if  they  will  be  provi- 
ded until  we  have  the  township  system.  It  would  be  simpler  and 
much  more  efficient  than  the  present  system.  I  think  the  county  is 
ready  for  the  change. 

ORVILLE  T.  BRIGHT, 
County  Siq>erintendent. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

Many  quite  important  improvements  wore  made  during  the  past 
year  in  regard  to  school-houses,  and  even  more  than  could  be  ex- 
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pected ;  new,  comfortable,  capacious  buildings  wore  erected  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  this  county,  calculated  not  merely  for  the  present 
time.  Many  districts  have  improved  their  old  school  •houses,  re- 
paired them  and  furnished  them  with  the  necessary  utensils, 
especially  blackboards. 

Decided  improvement  can  easily  be  noticed.  Washington  county 
has  now  a  class  of  teachers,  ardent  for  self-improvement,  zealous  in 
their  occupation,  and  a  friendly  intercourse  among  them  proves  that 
a  professional  spirit  is  alive  in  them.  At  least  one-half  of  the 
number  of  teachers  are  re-employed,   where  they  taught  last  winter 

— proving  that  they  gave  general  satisfaction. 

The  attendance  of  the  pupils  also  is  encouraging,  and  the  officers 
and  parents  of  the  di^fferent  school  districts  co-operate  to  rapport 
the  work  of  their  teacher  and  their  superintendent ;  the  schools  are 
frequently  visited,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  districts  raise  in  their 
annual  meetings  more  money  for  teachers'  wages  and  with  greater 
pleasure  than  they  ever  did. 

'  With  the  experience  of  the  past  years  and  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
wants  of  our  schools,  we  all  shall  set  out  upon  the  duties  of  the 
coming  term  with  renewed  hope  and  courage,  and  shall  make  it  our 
aim  to  advance  the  interest  of  our  common  schools. 

FRED.  REGENFUSS, 

County  Superintendent. 


Waukesha  county. 

There  are  sixteen  townships  in  the  county,  containing  five  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six  square  miles  of  territory,  divided  into  73  en- 
tire, and  98  parts  of  districts.  There  are  120  school-houses.  Of 
these  districts  one  employs  seven  teachers  ;  one  four  ;  and  four  two 
each  ;  the  rest  employ  but  one  teacher  each.  It  requires  133  teach- 
ers to  supply  all  toe  schools  at  one  time. 

The  number  of  children  reported,  between  the  ages  of  4  and  20, 
as  in  the  county  on  August  31st,  is  10,637.  Of  these,  but  10,297 
draw  public  money.  7,097  are  reported  as  having  attended  school 
at  some  time  during  the  year,  leaving  3,540  who  havo  not  attended. 

The  aggregate  number  of  days  taught  bv  qualified  teachers,  is 
19,098.  To  do  this  work  219  different  teachers  have  been  employ- 
ed. The.  total  number  of  days'  attendance  is  reported  at  535,067. 
The  cost  of  this  work  is  as  follows  :  Average  wages  of  male  teach- 
ers, $43,37  per  month  ;  of  female,  $26,13.  Total  expense,  less 
sums  paid  on  indebtedness  and  for  building  purposes,  is  $29,619  29. 
The  average  number  of  dajs  taught  is  158.  From  these  items  we 
find  the  cost  per  scholar  enrolled  to  be  $4  17.  In  Milwaukee  City, 
the  average  number  of  days  taught  is  195  ;  and  the  cost  per  schol- 
ar enrolled  is  $6  45,  which  reduced  to  the  scale  of  158  days,  gives 
$5  22.     The  average  attendance  of  each  scholar  enrolled  in  this 
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oonnty  is  onlt  75  1-2  bats  ;  being  bat  48  ,psa  gint.  of  thi  time. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  it  would  cost  but  »  trifle  more  to  teach  all 
at  once,  we  may  consider  over  one-half  our  money  lost  by  irre^lar 
attendance.  Or,  if  all  would  attend  for  one-half  of  thelSSaays, 
we  would  have  just  m  much  schooling  for  one-half  the  expense. 
This  irregularity  brings  the  cost  per  scholar  actually  in  attendance 
up  to  $8  31. 

SOHOOL-HOUSXS. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  school-houses,  twenty-two  are 
huilt  of  stone  or  brick,  three  of  logs ;  the  remainder  are  frame. 
Two  log  houses,  (one  some  time  since  abandoned,)  are  in  Menomo- 
nee,  and  one  in  New  Berlin.  Thirty-two  lots  are  reported  as  well 
enclosed,  but  these  figures  are  too  large ;  for  the  site  whose  gates 
are  off  the  hinges  for  the  year  together  cannot  be  called  weU  en-  . 
closed.  Seventy-seven  are  reported  as  having  outbuildings.  But, 
from  actual  inspection,  I  regret  to  say,  that  no  more  than  ten  are 
constructed  with  anything  like  due  regard  to  decency.  On  some 
sites  there  is  no  place  for  them ;  the  house  being  set  in  a  corner 
with  a  public  highway  on  two  or  more  sides  ;  or  the  site  barely  large 
enough  for  the  house.  Others  have  built  them  open  to  the  street, 
where  they  are  soon  defaced  and  destroyed,  ana  while  they  last,, 
they  are  places  of  impurity  before  the  eyes  of  the  pupils,  and  ought 
to  be  regarded  as  public  nuisances. 

Much  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  school  buildings  of  the 
county.  Five  entire  now  buildings  have  been  erected,  viz  :  Me- 
nomonee  Falls ;  Sussex  ;  No.  3,  Vernon  ;  No  6,  Genesee  ;  and  at 
Mapleton.  Oconomowoc  has  fitted  up  the  old  Methodist  Church 
for  a  high  school,  and  made  it  a  very  fine  room  for  school  purposes. 
Merton  village  has  built  an  addition  for  a  primary  department,  and 
changed  the  old  room  so  that  iP  is  now  one  of  the  very  best  in  the 
county.  The  one  at  the  Falls  cost  about  $5,000,  and  stands  un- 
rivaled for  appearance,  convenience  and  comfort,  among  the  village 
school  houses  of  the  State.  In  many  districts  the  houses  have 
heen  re-seated,  or  re-furnished,  and  I  believe  in  every  instance 
Boards  have  tried  to  construct  on  the  most  approved  model  their 
funds  would  permit. 

There  are  still  very  many  districts  which  really  need  new  houses, 
or  very  extensive  alterations  in  the  old,  to  accommodate  their 
pupils.  Nor  are  these  always  the  least  wealthy.  Among  them  are 
Beiafield,  No.  4 ;  Stone  Bank,  in  Merton  ;  No.  1,  Oconomowoc  ; 
No.  7,  Vernon  ;  No.  6,  New  Berlin  ;  No.  2,  Mukwonago  ;  No.  1, 
Lisbon;  No.  8,  and  No.  4,  (Pilgrim's  district,)  Menomonee ;  No.  . 
3,  Pewaukee,  is  to  erect  a  stone  house,  and  No.  6,  Brookfield,  a 
brick  one,  during  the  ensuing  year. 

The  faults  most  to  be  avoided  in  building  are — the  site  too  low  ; 
too  exposed,  by  being  on  some  corner  between  two  roads  ;  having 
too  littlo  playground,  and  tio  room  for  a  back  yard  ;  the  house  too 
low  ;  not  high  enough  above  the  ground  ;  no  proper  means  of  ^®°5QaTe 
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tilation  ;  no  wood-slicd  nor  out-buildings ;  no  entries  ;  no  hooks  for 
clotbing  or  shelves  for  dinner-pails  ;  the  furniture,  desks  and  seats 
too  high,  too  long,  too  broad  and  of  the  wrong  shape ;  too  little 
black-board  ;  (of  which  there  cannot  be  too  much)  ;  a  pulpit- 
prison  for  the  teacher,  instead  of  a  table  with  a  drawer  ;  no  chairs, 
broom,  water-pail,  dust-pan,  ash-kettlfc,  wood-box,  shovel,  poker,  dus- 
ter, curtaios  or  blinds  and  wash-basin.  All  these  should  be  provid- 
ed as  indispensible  necessaries,  and  t-he  children  be  taught  to  use 
and  take  cj^re  of  them,  as  in  such  apparently  trifling  cares  of  youth 
faithfully  performed,  is  laid  the  foundations  for  greater  trusts  soon 
and  sure  to  come. 

SCHOOL  DISTRICT  RBCORDS  AND  REPORTS. 

Notwithstanding  the  necessity  of  correct  records  and  reports, 
great  negligence  is  tolerated  by  district  officers,  and  there  is  a  lack 
of  business  accuracy  in  this  particular  that  is  deplorable.  No  de- 
partment of  educational  business  is  more  loosely  conducted  In 
some  districts,  not  even  the*  form  of  a  record  is  kept  ;  while,  in 
many,  it  amounts  to  little  more  than  a  mixed  memoranda.  Trea- 
surers serve  without  bonds,  or  receive  the  money  or  books  before  the 
bonds  are  made,  and  go  out  of  office  without  settlement.  District 
clerks'  reports  to  the  town  clerks  do  not  balance,  and  items  are  put 
in  wrong  columns,  or  left  out  altogether.  Teachers  are  allowed  to 
leave  without  having  properly  footed  up  the  register.  And  withal, 
it  is  impossible  to  get  an  accurate  statistical  or  financial  report  from 
any  town.  This  is  especially  true  of  Merton  and  Musk  ego,  but  is 
so  far  general,  that  it  seems  invidious  to  specify.  This  negligence 
is  the  cause  of  nearly  all  the  litigation  and  ill-feeling  that  occurs,  and 
is  of  infinite  detriment  to  the  educational  interests  of  the  State. 
Electors  should  encourage  their  officers  to  be  particular  ;  nay,  should 
exact  precision  in  all  district  busiiess.  This  matter  cannot  be  too 
urgently  pressed. 

TBACHERS'    REPORTS. 

Under  the  advice  of  the  state  Superintendent  and  other  educa- 
tors, a  system  of  published  Teachers  Reports  has  been  adopted  in 
this  county.  So  satisfactory  is  the  plan  that  it  has  been  adopted 
by  many  of  the  leading  counties  in  the  state.  Last  year  $25  was 
appropriated  to  each  paper  publishing  these  reports. .  The  object  is 
to  bring  the  condition  of  every  school  to  the  inspection  of  the  public 
each  month,  and  to  present  at  the  same  time  to  teachers  and  par- 
ents such  advice  and  information  as  these  reports  and  school  visita- 
tions may  suggest.  It  also  furnishes  an  incentive  to  the  pupils  to 
urge  them  to  regularity  and  punctuality  of  attendance,  and  good  de- 
portment. I  would  recommend  that  the  system  be  perfected  and  con- 
tinued. Boards  may  aid  by  requiring  the  teachei:  to  furnish  them  as 
wanted  by  the  superintendent. 
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INSTITUTES. 


It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  to  conduct  at  least  one 
institute  each  year  for  the  instruction  of  teachers.  But  there  is  no 
provision  made  for  defraying  the  expenses  incident  to  the  work. 
Heretofore  the  printing  has  been  charged  to  the  county,  some  ex- 
penses have  been  met  by  a  tax  on  the  teachers  present,  and  some 
have  been  met  by  privdte  contributions.  These  are  very  uncertain 
and  unequal  sources, of  revenue.  One  institute  has  been  held  this 
year  at  Uconomowoc,'  during  the  last  week  of  August.  The  servi- 
ces of  Mr.  S.  D.  Gaylord,  of  Sheboygan,  were  secured  to  conduct 
the  exercises.  Dr.  0.  W.  Wright  and  Hon.  J.  M.  Bingham,  lec- 
tured. Fifty-seven  teachers  attended.  The  citizens  of  Oconomo- 
woc  did  much  to  add  to  the  interest  and  to  the  comfort  of  those  in 
attendance.  The  Board  of  Normal  School  Regents  allowed  $50 
towards  defraying  the  expenses  But  as  soon  as  the  Normal  School 
for  this  district  is  in  operation,  this  aid  will  be  withdrawn.  The 
importance  of  institute  work  among  our  teachers  is  such  that  pro- 
vision ought  to  be  made  for  at  least  two  each  year.  I  would  rec- 
ommend that  a  certain  sum  be  appropriated  for  institute  work,  con- 
ditioned, that  an  equal  sum  bo  raised  from  other  sources,  and  that 
certificates  of  attendance  be  issued  to  those  who  attend  punctually 
during  the  whole  session.  A  superior  order  of  talent  can  then  be 
secured  in  the  management,  and  better  results  may  justly  be  ex- 
pected, Experience  has  already  proved  the  superiority  of  those 
teachers  who  habitually  attend  institutes. 

teachers'  examinations. 

During  the  past  year  twelve  publie  and  nine  special  ezamiDations 
have  been  held.  Last  year  there  were  over,  sixty  applications  for 
special  examination.  The  difference  is  the  result  of  change  in  the 
arrangement  of  supplementary  examinations,  and  of  requiring  writ- 
ten evidence,  properly  certified,  that  the  applicant  was  unable  to  at- 
tend a  publii'  examination.  During  the  year  there  have  been  809 
applicants  for  examinatibn.  Of  these  16  have  received  second 
grade,  133  third  grade,  and  63  district  certificates ;  97  have  been 
refused.  Of  the  applicants  58  were  gentlemen,  and  251  ladies. 
While  the  standard  of  qualification  is  quite  as  high  as  in  any  neigh- 
boring county,  it  is  gratifying  to  see  so  large  a  portion  able  to 
pass.  The  neatness  and  accuracy  of  the  examination  papers  will 
stand  comparison  with  any  county  in  the  state.  They  are  written 
with  ink  on  uniform  paper,  folded  and  indorsed  alike,  and  each  one's 
papers  fastened  together  with  an  eyelet,  and  placed  on  file.  No 
standard  is  too  high  so  long  as  teachers  enough  are  furnished  the 
county.  The  object  sought  is  to  secure  the  best,  for  it  is  much 
easier  to  prevent  an  illy  qualified  person  from  teaching  than  to  oust 
him  when  once  he  begins.  It  must  be  understood  that  examination 
is  intended  to  prevent  the  incompetent  and  nnworthy  from  teaehing, 
and  to  designate  the  worthy  and  competent.     A  certificate  simp^ 
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reoognizes  attainment  and  moral  oharactcr,  and  the  fauldor  may  or 
may  not  posBess  ability  to  teach.  Examinations  should  therefore 
be  made  thorough  tests  of  scholarship,  inoludinff  neatness,  order  and 
facility  of  expression  before  strangers.  They  should  be  such  as  will 
involve  special  preparation  of  teachers  for  the  business.  It  is  often 
said  inferior  qualifications  will  do  for  a  particular  scfaooli  because 
the  pupils  are  backward.  The  very  best  knowledge  and  tuct  com- 
bined are  required  to  teach  an  idiot ;  any  one  can  learn  something 
when  started  right ;  first  impressions  always  bod  themselves  deep- 
est in  the  character  ;  then  secure  good  teachers. 'the  best  you  can 
find,  in  the  backward  schools 

So  far  as  known  to  this  office,  but  two  teachers  without  certifi- 
cates have  been  employed  by  districts  in  the  county  during  the  past 
year.  The  officers  in  these  districts  are  still  liable  to  a  fine  of  ?100 
each,  for  paying  out  the  public  money  to  such  teachers.  Yet  there 
is  much  negligence  in  the  matter  of  certificates  and  contracts.  Even 
in  the  largest  school  in  the  county — Waukesha  Union — as  well  as 
in  others,  teachers  have  been  teaching  without  written  contracts, 
and  without  having  copies  of  their  certificates  on  file  with  tiie 
Clerk. 

SjDpebintbndbnt's  wore. 

The  examination  of  309  applicants,  writing  an  average  of  eight 
pages  each,  involves  the  reading  and  marking  of  2,472  pages  of 
manuscript.  This  part  of  the  work  has  been  almost  entirelj  done 
by  myself,  while  a  clerk  has  been  employed  to  assist  in  enrolling  the 
names, copying  the  marking,filling  the  certificates, and  making  the  fioal 
record.  £ach  examination  lasts  three  days,  and  at  least  three  days 
more  are  occupied  in  finishing  the  record  and  returning  answers  to 
the  applicants.  The  examinations  occur  semi-annually  between  the 
usual  terms  of  school.  I  have  attended  the  State  Teachers'  Asso- 
ciation and  the  convention  of  County  Superintendents,  from  which 
I  derived  many  valuable  suggestions  to  put  in  practice  among  oar 
schools.  The  examinations  extended  from  March  27th  to  May  3d ; 
and  from  September  16th  to  November  7th.  The  Teachers'  Associ' 
ation  and  convection  of  Superintendents  occupied  the  last  week  in 
July,  and  part  of  the  first  in  August.  The  institute  was  the  last 
week  in  August.  Every  Saturday  is  set  apart  as  an  office  day  for 
the  convenience  of  those  having  business  at  the  office.  The  inter* 
vals  of  time  have  been  employed  in  preparing  reports,  questions  and 
institute  work,  office  correspondence,  and  visiting  schools.  lOS 
schools  have  been  visited,  and  161  visits  made.  Last  year  121 
schools  were  visited,  and  196  visits  made.  The  falling  off  is  prin- 
oipally  owing  to  the  joss  of  one  horse  and  the  disabhng  of  another. 

Nine  evening  lectures  have  been  given,  aside  from  Institute  and 
Examination  exercises,  in  Districts  where  it  was  thought  especial 
benefit  might  be  wrought  for  school  interests.  No  m'>re  than  three 
schools  can  be  visited  in  one  day,  and  generally,  but  two.  If  the 
visits  are  two  short,  little  good  is  done ;  if  too  long,  h\\  cannot  be 
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Tisited  in  tbo  year.  They  should  be  long  enough,  however,  to  be- 
come aequainted  with  the  classification  and  adyanoement  of  the  pu- 
pils, and  the  teacher's  method  of  instruction.  It  is  also  obvious 
that  inexperienced  teachers  and  difficult  schools  should  receive  more 
attention  than  those  whose  character  for  good  management  and  or- 
der is  established.  Much  more  could  be  accomplished,  if  the  num- 
her  of  schools  was  such  that  each  could  be  visited  during  the  first 
half  of  the  school  term.  But  in  a  county  of  this  size,  such  a 
course  is  simply  impossible.  In  visiting  schools,  attention  has 
chiefly  been  given  to  the  classification  of  the  school,  the  order  main- 
tained, and  the  teacher's  method  of  instruction.  Nor  can. I  fail  to 
notice  the  treatment  of  the  school  furoiture  and  house.  Time  does 
not  permit  what  ought  to  form  a  part  of  the  woik — the  inspection 
Q  the  District  records.  I  have  made  the  visits  unannounced, 
siQ^  as  informal  as  circumstances  would  admit.  It  is  in  this  de- 
partment of  public  duty,  that  the  ability  and  tact  of  the  Superin- 
tend®^* is  most  severely  tried. 

SALABY  OF  SUPEBINTBNDBNT 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  is  an  office  of  much  responsibility, 
requiring  for  it  the  best  educational  talent,  and  that  there  is  enough 
work  to  fully  occupy  the  whole  time  of  the  incumbent,  and  that  he 
must,  necessarily,  have  a  horse  with  which  to  travel  about  the  coun- 
ty, the  salary  ought  to  bo  raised.  It  should  not  be  less  than  $1,200. 
I  would  call  your  earnest  attention  to  this  subject.  There  are  now 
three  teachers  in  the  county  each  receiving  much  higher  pay  than 
the  superintendent,  without  one-half  his  responsibility,  and  with 
much  less  labor  to  perform.  The  salary  is  less  now  than  that  of  a 
mechanic,  notwithstanding  the  important  nature  of  the  duties  of 
the  office,  and  the  education  and  ability  necessary  to  fit  a  man  for  it. 

GBADBD  SCHOOLS  AND  DIVISION  OF  DISTBICTS. 

The  superiority  of  graded  schools  is  such  that  districts  will. find 
it  to  their  advantage  to  divide  the  school,  instead  of  the  district. 
No  teacher  should  nave  over  60  pupils,  at  the  very  most,  under  bis 
charge.  Where  the  school  is  larger,  divide  into  departments,  and 
employ  more  teachers.  When  possible,  I  would  recommend  districts 
to  build  with  a  view  to  a  future  division  of  the  school.  Supervisors 
should  see  that  wealthy  districts  are  divided  and  annexed  to  strong- 
er, so  that  good  schools  may  be  maintained. 

IN   CONCLUSION, 

I  believe  the  schools  in  this  county,  and  the  cause  of  education 
generally,  are  advancing  in  all  essential  particulars.  I  believe  pub- 
lic attention  has  been  excited  to  this  subject,  and  that  an  interest 
is  awakened  which  will  not  slumber.  If  we  look  back  a  few  years, 
and  compare  then  with  now,  we  are  convinced  that  the  cause  of  ed- 
ucation IS  advancing  with  giant  strides  among  the  people.     When 
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we  look  into  tbe  future,  and  see  that  the  cause  of  human  liberty, 
the  principles  of  self-government  and  the  perpetuity  of  our  institu- 
tions hang  dependent  upon  the  intelligence  and  morality  of  the  peo- 
ple, we  feel  that  the  cause  cannot  advance  too  rapidly,  or  be  too 
well  sustained.  We  can  but  feel  that  it  is  worthy  our  most  careful 
attention  and  earnest  consideration.  When  we  scan  the  kind  of 
education  furnished  by  our  schools  to-day,  we  must  own  that  tbe 
moral  and  aesthetical  nature  of  our  pupils  is  too  much  neglected. 
While  home  is  the  peculiar  seat  of  moral  instruction,  let  us  not  for- 
get that  the  public  has  responsibility  to  bear  and  duty  to  perform 
toward  elevating  public  morals.  But  the  scsthetical  culture  should 
certainly  not  be  neglected  by  the  public,  the  party  most  able  to  cul- 
tivate and  improve  it.  Mingle  beauty  with  utility.  Add  orna- 
ment to  the  purely  practical  in  the  structure  of  our  school-bouses. 
Surround  them  with  those  cheap  beauties  of  nature,  trees  and  flow- 
ers. '  Furnish  the  house  and  grounds,  if  possible,  with  everything 
good  taste  will  approve,  and  pure  morality  suggest,  that  while  tbe 
intellect  is  strengthened  and  developed,  the  two  higher  natures  may 
keep  even  pace.  In  these  matters  there  is  yet  room  for  improve- 
ment. Let  no  warrior  cast  aside  his  shield  nor  waver  from  the  line, 
till  Waukebha  county  is  placed  where  she  is  able  to  be,  in  the  fore- 
most rank  of  the  educational  army  of  our  state. 

I.  N.  STEWART, 
County  Superintendent 
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ATTEND  AN  01. 


By  referring  to  the  table  on  pages  147-8,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
rate  per  cent,  of  attendance,  based  upon  the  number  belonging,  Ib 
as  follows :  ... 

High  school 96.1 

Grammar  Department 9S..1 

Intermediate  Department 89.6 

Third  Primary  Department 89.9 

First  and  Second  Primary  Departments 86.0 

Average 90.0 

The  attendance  has  not  been  as  regular  as  during  the  three  pre- 
ceding years.     By  referring  to  the  comparative  table  just  given,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  per  cent,  of  attendance  at  Fond  du  Lac  is  with  ' 
the  exception  of  Milwaukee,  the  lowest  of  the  five  cities  mention- 
ed. 

The  following  clause  was  added,  at  the  beginning  of  the  past 
year,  to  that  referring  to  attendance :  ''Absences  which  occur  when 
the  attendance  of  the  pupil  would  occasion  a  serious  and  imprudent 
exposure  of  health,  shall  be  regarded  the  same  as  absences  occasion- 
ed by  sickness." 

It  immediately  became  evident  that  advantage  was  taken  of  this 
clause.  At  least,  it  was  observed  that  some  pupils  were  absent  on 
days,  the  inclemency  of  which  would  not  have  detained  them  previ- 
ous to  its  adoption.  And  it  was  observed,  further,  that  weather 
which  made  the  exposure  in  attending  school  "serious  and  impru- 
dent," did  not  withhold  parental  permission  to  walk  the  streets,  or 
play  about  the  city.  The  rule  s<)cms  a  just  one,  and  if  faithfully 
observed  could  occasion  no  serious  decrease  in  the  attendance,  or 
materially  interfere  with  the  progress  of  the  pupil.  But  as  inter- 
preted, certain  pupils,  not  distinguished  by  the  teachers  as  those  in 
ill-healtb,  but  usually  those  not  ambitious  in  study,  who  need  every 
hour  of  school,  were  uniformly  absent  in  stormy  weather,  although 
seven-eighth.s  of  their  companions  found  no  difficulty  in  attending. 
Such  irregularity,  aside  from  the  loss  of  instruction  sustained  by 
those  absent,  tended  to  demoralize  the  attendance  of  the  school,  to 
retard  the  progress  of  the  classes  and  to  dishearten  the  teachers. 

Teachers  were  powerless  beyond  personal  influence  to  correct  it, 
because  an  excuse  from  parents  made  the  absence  the  same  as  one 
occasioned  by  sickness.  It  is  probable  that  a  few  teachers  did  not 
use  all  the  means  available  to  secure  a  better  attendance  in  this  re- 
ppect.  This  can  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  table  and  comparing 
the  attendance  of  the  different  schools.  Some,  however,  by  visit- 
ing parents,  corrected  it  to  a  great  extent.  As  this,  especially  in 
the  higher  grades,  is  to  a  great  degree  th^  occasion  of  the  decrea  se 
in  the  rate  of  attendance,  it  is  hoped  that  some  way  may  be  de- 
vised by  which  this  paltry  excuse  to  remain  from  school  may  be  re- 
moved. But  the  principal  causes  of  irregular  attendance  are  the 
following  :     Indifferent  parents  and  truancy. 
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INDIFFEBB27T    PAEBNTS. 


There  is  a  large  proportion  of  pupils  who  are  oomjpelled  to  work 
a  part  of  the  year,  either  to  Bnpporc  themselves  or  their  parents. 
Necessity,  if  it  teaches  the  benefits  of  industry  and  a  full  employ- 
ment of  time,  is  a  good  master.  Though  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
many  so  young  are  thus  losing  the  educational  privileges  of  our 
schools,  it  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that,  save  the  vicious  in- 
fluences by  which  they  may  be  surrounded  in  occasional  employ- 
ments, the  greater  number  are  acquiring  habits  which  will  make 
them  useful  citizens.  But  there  is  a  class  of  pupils  who  have  pa- 
rents who  seem  totally  indifferent  to  their  habits.  Whether  their 
children  run  the  streets,  work  in  the  mills  or  attend  school,  they 
are  equally  satisfied.  The  influence  of  such  a  want  of  homo  train- 
ing is  too  evident  to  need  comment.  Teachers,  however  faithful, 
fail  almost  universally  in  exerting  any  good  influence  over  such 
pupils.  I  have  spent  considerable  time  during  the  paH  year  in 
visiting  such  parents,  endeavoring  to  arouse  them  to  a  sense  of 
their  duty  to  their  children.  Indifference,  arising  from  ignorance 
or  depraved  habits,  rendered  most  of  them  deaf  to  parental  obliga- 
tion. Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  public  to  exert  its  influence  in  be- 
half of  children  so  circumstanced?  Has  the  city  no  authority 
over  the  formative  period  of  its  future  citizens  ? 

TBUANOT. 

Within  the  last  three  years  truancy  has  increased  to  an  alarming 
extent.  From  the  various  influences  already  stated,  and  the  rapid 
growth  of  our  city,  we  can  but  fear  that  during  the  coming  year 
the  number  who  thus  absent  themselves  from  school  will  be  largely 
increased.  Unusual  exertion  was  made  during  the  past  year  to  re- 
form truants.  Parents  and  pupils  were  visited — in  some  instances 
by  both  teachers  and  superintendent  Only  a  few  were  reclaimed. 
The  example  of  those  wno  do  not  attend  school  at  all,  and  of  those 
who  attend  when  they  please,  was  generally  too  strong.  There  are 
many  instances  where  the  truants  have  widowed  mothers  who  em- 
ploy every  hour  of  the  day  away  from  home,  laboring  for  the  sup- 
port of  a  large  family  of  children.  Such  have  come  to  me  in  tears, 
begging  for  some  influence  to  keep  their  children  in  school.  Both 
themselves  and  teachers  frequently  report  that  their  children  were 
at  first  regular  in  attendance,  but  that  the  influence  of  habitual 
truants  and  idlern  first  enticed  them  away,  and  as  they  grew  older 
they  learned  to  disregard  entirely  maternal  and  school  authority. 

It  is  sad  to  think  tnat  in  this  enlightened  period,  in  a  city  crowded 
with  churches,  in  a  community  that  generously  supports  a  good 
school  system,  a  large  share  of  that  class  for  which  free  schools  are 
especially  provided  should,  from  the  various  caus?s  stated,  grow  up 
in  ignorance  and  vice.  It  is  hoped  that  the  next  year's  report  will 
record  tho  results  of,  at  least,  an  effort  made  by  the  city  authorities 
to  correct  this  growing  evil. 
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CON^OL   OF    ATTENDANCE   BT   CITIL    AUTHOEITIES. 

Those  who  attend  school  irregularly  and  those  who  do  not  attend 
school  number  3u46.  From  tbc  best  data  that  can  be  secured  I  find 
that  at  least  500  of  that  number  are  habitual  truants  and  idlers,  or 
have  parents  who  are  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  indifferent  to  their 
best  interests.  The  excessively  crowded  state  of  our  schools  at 
times  has,  no  doubt,  caused  an  indifference  on  the  part  of  some  par- 
ents and  also  ifurnished  an  excuse  for  absence  and  truancy  for  somo 
pupils.  Yet  the  fact  still  remains,  that  nearly  500  of  those  who 
should  regularly  attend  school,  or  at  least  have  regular  employment, 
do  not,  and  are  thus  daily  becoming  more  and  more  susceptible  to 
the  various  evils  that  so  easily  influence  idlers.  Can  a  community 
ignore  the  moral  welfare  of  500  of  its  children  ?  If  they  were  dis- 
eased either  physically  or  mentally,  hospitals  and  asylums  would  be 
provided  for  them;  were  they  criminals,  prisons  would  be  built  for 
them.  Is  it  wise  legislation  that  allows  children,  by  running  the 
streets,  by  habiiual  idleness  and  by  frequenting  vicious  society,  to 
learn  the  rudiments  of  an  education  that  will  fit  them  for  lives  of  in- 
dolence and  crime,  and  will  m?.ke  them  a  serious  expense  to  society 
in  providing  officers  of  the  law  to  watch  them,  courts  to  try  them 
and  prisons  to  hold  them  ? 

Argument  seems  unnecessary.  In  the  minds  of  those  that  have 
the  future  good  of  our  city  at  heart  there  can  exist  but  one  conclu- 
sion. It  is  the  duty  of  the  city  not  only  to  provide  means  by  which 
our  youth  may  become  good  citizens,  but  by  its  authorities  to  con- 
strain those  who  are  too  youne  or  to  ignorant  to  appreciate,  to  an 
employment  of  those  advantages. 

'Inhere  are  cities  in  our  knd  which  have  had  for  several  years  and 
now  have,  police  whose  especial  duty  it  is  to  see  how  those  of  school 
age  employ  their  time.  They  are  called  truant  officers,  and  have 
authority  td  question  all  truants  and  idlers,  and  to  take  them  to 
school  or  their  work.  In  some  instances  they  are  empowered  to 
enter  houses,  even  the  homes  of  the  offenders,  and  by  persuasion  or 
compulsion  to  secure  their  attendance  at  school.  If  their  continued 
attentions  fail  to  correct  the  habits  of  the  truants,  they  are  then 
arrested  as  common  vagrants  and  brought  before  a  court  especially 
provided  for  such.  Usually  a  reprimand  from  tho  magistrate  in 
open  court  is  the  first  punishment  This  often  makes  such  an  im- 
pression upon  the  mind  of  the  truant  as  to  lead  at  once  to  his  refor- 
mation If  this  fails  anil  he  appears  again  at  court  with  the  charge 
of  truancy  sustained,  he  is  sentenced  to  a  reform  school.  In  our 
own  city  tho  expediency  of  such  a  system  in  all  its  details  is  doubt- 
ful. But  it  seems  as  if  much  good  might  be  accomplished  with  the 
means  we  have  at  hand,  without  materially  increasing  the  presen  t 
expenses.  Let  habitual  truancy  and  idleness  be  declared  vagrancy. 
Let  it  be  the  duty  of  the  police  to  question  all  children  found  where 
they  should  not  be,  and  to  influence  their  attendance  at  school.  On 
the  report,  by  a  teacher,  of  the  name  of  a  truant  at  the  police  office, 
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let  it  be  the  dat j  of  the  chief  to  send  an  officer  for  him,  and  by  per- 
BuaBioD,'  bj  holding  over  him  the  penalty  of  the  law,  by  force^  if 
necessary,  take  him  to  school.  If  all  this  fails,  after  repeated  warn- 
ings to  the  child  and  to  the  parents,  let  the  offender  bo  arrested  as 
a  vagrant  and  tried  at  the  police  court.  It  might  be  well  to  ap- 
point an  officer  especially  for  this  duty.  One  would  be  an  ample 
provision  and  other  duties  might  be  attached. 

You  will  pardon  me  in  occupying  the  space  I  do  with  the  subject 
of  attendance.  It  is  important  in  relation  to  efficiency  of  our 
schools,  and  the  many  issues  growing  out  of  it  of  vital  moment  to 
the  welfare  of  so  many  of  our  youth,  hare  for  a  long  time  weightily 
i  mpresscd  me.  £arnestly  hoping  that  the  presentations  and  sug- 
gestions here  given  will  receive  your  consideration,  I  leave  the  Hub- 
ject  with  you,  believing  you  will  devise  some  method  of  reform  ad- 
equate to  its  importance. 

INSTBUOTION, 

It  has  been  the  endeavor  of  teachers  to  become  familiar  with  the 
best  methods  of  instruction,  and  as  nearly  all  are  enthusiastic,  apt, 
and  original,  a  marked  degree  of  improvement  has  become  manifest. 

It  is  to  be  feared,  however,  that  in  some  instances  eagerness  for 
method,  for  form^  is  leading  to  a  neglect  of  the  substance.  The 
teacher  should  remember  that  however  approved  her  methods  of  in- 
struction, she  cannot  teach  what  she  does  not  know,  and  that  to 
teach  well,  to  awaken  the  minds  of  her  pupils,  sh^must  know  more 
than  she  attempts  to  teach.  Some  err  m  thinking  that  in  graded 
schools  they  are  responsible  only  for  the  knowledge  which  the  pupils 
have  of  that  portion  of  the  course  which  is  directly  under  their 
charge.  This  is  a  great  mistake.  Their  responsibility  includes  the 
whole  course  They  must  review  all  previously  gone  over  in  order 
to  proceed  intelligently  with  their  own,  and  must  comprehend  and 
be  familiar  with  what  is  to  come,  in  order  not  only  to  prepare  their 
pupils  for  the  next  grade,  but  to  interest  them  in  such  a  manner 
that  throughout  their  school-days  and  when  school  demands  shall  no 
longer  urge  them,  they  will  be  so  stimulated  with  a  desire  for  knowl- 
edge that  they  will  go  on  in  pursuit  of  it,  for  its  own  sake  alone. 
To  do  this,  and  to  do  justice  to  her  own  especial  branches,  she  must 
study ;  she  must  have  a  clear  comprehension  of  the  importance  of 
the  whole  course  and  be  able  to  show  by  the  relations  of  the  differ- 
ent branches  taught  that  they  are  merely  linlu  in  the  ereat  chain  of 
knowledge.  In  short,  instruction,  although  it  should  be  given  in 
detail,  should  not  be  abstract  and  fragmentary,  but  relative  and  con- 
crete. Mathematical  studies,  for  example,  should  not  bo  taught 
merely  as  abstract  sciences  treating  only  of  the  wonderful  relations 
of  numbers  and  quantities,  but  the  pupil  by  familiar  illustrations 
and  examples  should  be  early  impressed  with  the  idea  that  they  are 
practical  expositions  of  the  methods  by  which  those  relations  may 
DC  used  in  solving  the  every  day  questions  of  life.  As  he  advances 
in  his  course  of  study,  the  impression  should  become  fixed  that  the 
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principles  learned  lead  on  to  other  and  higher  principles,  a.  knowledge 
of  which  comprehends  not  only  the  laws  that  govern  the  different 

Shenomena  of  the  universe,  but  the  laws  of  the  mental,  moral,  re- 
gions, civil  and  commercial  developement  of  humanity. 

OBAHHAB. 

The  instruction  in  this  branch  has  been  far  the  past  two  years  far 
more  successful  than  formerly,  and  there  is  a  decided  increase  in  the 
interest  manifested  in  it  by  pupils.  This  is  owins  to  the  banishioff 
of  the  text  book  from  the  intermediate  grade  and  substituting  oru 
instruction.  The  art^  of  correct  speaking  and  writing  cannot  be 
taught  by  forcing  npon  the  young  pupil  the  grammar  before  he  has 
learned  its  object. 

•  Many  thus  incur  a  great  dislike  to  it  and  learn  to  look  upon  it  as 
an  arbitrary  aggregation  of  rules  and  forms  of  no  particular  utility 
to  themselves.  Let  the  teacher,  by  careful  language  and  judicious 
criticism,  show  the  beauty  of  correct  and  concise  sentences, train  their 
tongues  to  speak  correctly  and  their  ears  to  at  once  catch 'the  incor- 
rect expressions  in  common  use,  and  then,  without  the  use  of  a  text 
book,  teach  how  the  different  words  they  use  may  be  grouped  together 
in  classes  and  how  they  depend  one  upon  another. 

If  the  teacher  is  fully  in  earnest  and  well-informed  in  regard  to 
the  subje«$t,  an  interest  will  be  excited  among  the  pupils  that  will 
urge  them  to  consult  the  text  book.  Thus  the  transition  to  the 
grammar  becomes  natural  and  easy,  and  pupils  learn  to  look  upon  it 
as  a  useful  book,  teaching  them  how  the  educated  talk  and  write. 

Our  schools  are  throughout  thoroughly  graded.  The  course  of 
instruction  includes  fourteen  years ;  six  grades  in  the  Primary  de- 
partment, two  in  the  Intermediate,  two  in  the  Grammar  and  four  in 
the  High  school 

We  have  just  succeeded  in  raising  the  standard  of  the  Higli  school 
by  adding  one  year  to  the  time  of  preparation  for  the  same. 

As  our  city  increases  in  size  we  find  trttancy  increases.  This  has 
led  me  to  urge  upon  the  authorities  the  necessity  of  civil  control  of 
the  attendance  at  school. 

During  the  past  year  teachers  have  received  a  generous  co-opera- 
tion from  parents  and  school  officers,  and  the  schools  have  been  more 
successfully  disciplined  and  taught  than  ever  before. 

With  our  revised  **  Course  of  Instruction,"  which  gives  more  time 
to  the  pupil  and  teacher,  especially  in  the  lower  grades,  we  are  look- 
ing for  a  high  degree  of  efficiency  m  instruction. 

0.  C.  STEENBERG, 
Superinien^nt  of  SchooU. 
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CITr  OF  GREEN  BAY. 

John  G.  MoMynn, 

Dbab  Sib  : — ^In  oomplianoe  with  your  request,  it  affords  mo  pleas- 
ure in  giving  you  such  information  respecting  oar  public  schools  as 
may  be  of  interest.  In  the  spring  of  1866  we  organized  a  Board 
of  Education  under  our  revised  city  charter.  This  board  engaged 
in  the  work  of  education  with  a  determination  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  our  schools.  Tney  enlarged  and  repaired  our  school  build- 
ings most  thoroughly,  putting  the  out-buildings  and  fences  in  good 
order,  sought  and  employed^  competent  and  qualified  teachers,  ad- 
vanced their  salarieis,  furnished  them  with  uniform  text  books, 
graded  as  thoroughly  as  possible,  secured  the  services  of  a  male 
teacher  for  the  high  department  at  a  salary  of  $1400  per  annum. 
Wo  are  now  erecting  a  brick  building  with  four  departments  at  a 
coot  of  about  $12000.  Our  teachers  are  all  supplied  with  weekly 
and  monthly  reports  which  are  returned  monthly  to  the  board.  By 
these  reports  we  find  the  number  of  scholars  enrolled  last  year  457, 
and  the  rate  per  cent,  of  attendance  91.7. 

In  conclusion,  it  affords  me  pleasure  in  stating  that  our  schools 
were  never  in  as  prosperous  condition  as  at  the  present  time,  the 
people  feeling  a  renewed  interest  in  their  welfare. 

A.  H.  ELLSWORTH, 

City  Superintendent. 


CITY  OF  HUDSON. 

Bon.  JoHK  G.  MoMtnn  : 

In  compliance  with  your  request  I  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  schools  under  my  charge  : 

•  Our  city  schools  were  organized  under  a  special  charter  of  the 
legislature,  passed  in  1858,  and  by  that  charter  the  management  of 
our  schools  was  placed  under  the  control  of  a  board  of  education, 
consisting  of  six  members,  who  have  absolute  control  of  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  conduct  of  the  same,  in  all  their  details,  and  the 
levying  of  t*ixes  within  the  limit  of  three  per  cent,  on  all  the  taxa- 
ble property  of  the  city.  The  graded  system  has  been  adopted, 
though  since  our  disastrous  fire  a  year  since,  for  want  of  room,  we 
have  been  obliged  to  accommodate  the  full  number  of  pupils  in  lim- 
ited rooms  rather  than  adhere  strictly  to  grade. 

Our  higher  department,  in  which  the  languages  and  higher  math- 
ematical branches  are  taught,  has  for  six  years  been  under  the 
charge  of  Miss  Charlotte  M.  Mann,  a  graduate  of  Antioch  College, 
Ohio,  and  niece  of  that  veteran  educationalist  Horace  Mann,  who 
has  in  every  way  proved  herself  a  superior  and  highly  competent 
teacher.     Her  method  is  thorough,  combining  good  government  {tnd 
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strict  discipline,  with  a  happy  faculty  of  imparting  information,  in 
a  degree  seldom  found  in  teachers. 

In  this  school  some  of  the  most  successful  teachers  in  our  raral 
districts  have  received  their  discipline,  and  our  County  Superintend- 
ent remarks,  that  "  it  is  to  this  school  we  must  now  look  for  oar 
teachers  for  the  country  districts." 

Our  other  departments  consist  of  one  intermediate  and  three  pri- 
mary, making  five  departments  which  do  not  nearly  accommodate  all 
the  pupils  entitled  to  attend  school,  some  of  the  departments  aver- 
aging an  attendance  of  80  scholars  to  the  room  and  having  a  regis- 
ter of  105,  while  several  several  select  schools  are  in  operation. 

The  most  successful  ot  our  primary  departments  has  heen  in 
charge  of  Miss  Mary  Van  Meter  for  four  years,  and  we  have  yet  to 
hear  the  first  word  of  complaint,  from  parents,  in  regard  to  the  dis- 
cipline, or  the  improvement  of  her  pupils.  Other  teachers  are  doing 
their  parts  equally  well,  but  none  of  them  have  had  the  same  ex- 
perience in  our  schools  as  those  mentioned. 

As  usual,  in  newly  settled  sections  of  our  county,  where  all  are 
striving  to  make  money  for  themselves,  and  keep  taxes  as  low  as 
possible,  our  citizens  feel  chary  of  paying,  heavily  for  school  pur- 
poses, always  comparing  present  school  advantages  with  those  of 
their  youth,  and  if  only  a  little  in  advance  of  a  generation  past, 
they  feel  perfectly  satisfied,  not  reilizing  that  our  schools  are  usu- 
ally a  generation  in  the  rear  of  the  march  of  the  world's  improve- 
ments.  Thus  the  Board  have  always  been  cramped  in  the  means 
placed  at  their  disposal,  finding  it  totally  inadequate  to  make  our 
schools  sufficient  in  number,  or  to  make  them  as  efficient  as  could 
be  desired. 

But  our  city  is  in  a  measure  awakening  te  a  more  enlightened 
policy  and  bonds  to  nearly  the  amount  of  ^6000  have  been  issued 
for  the  purpose  of  building  houses  for  the  primary  departments,  with 
the  expressed  determination  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will,  at  no  dis- 
tant period  be  carried  into  execution,  of  erecting  a  large  and.ex- 
pensive  structure  that  shall  be  an  ornament  to  our  city. 

I  am  not  aware  that  there  are  any  children  in  the  city  over  four 
years  of  age  that  do  not  attend  either  public  or  select  schools 

Our  foreign  population  are  quite  punctual  in  their  attendance,  and 
Bhow  a  degree  of  advancement  that  compares  favorably  with  our  na- 
tive blood. 

Amount  of   money  from  all  sources,  to  August  Slat $3,526  95 

Amount  paid  for   teacher^s  wages 1 ,529  50 

While  we  have  entitled  to  attends  ehool. . ; 62S 

Our  school-rooms  will  only  conveniently  seat 8^ 

We  have  at  present  completed  one  school-house,  with  four  rooms, 

valued  at t4,000 

Site  of  house  valued  at 1,<>00 

Two  houses  nearly  completed,  one  room  each,  with  site,  valued  at  6,000 

Total  number  of  diflerent  pupils  who  have  attended  school  this  year  ^^ 

•    As  the  wesi  is  fast  filling  up  with  settlers  who  httve  had  the  ad- 
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Tantages  of  New  England  schools,  and  whose  first  question  upon 
their  arrival  in  our  midst,  is  in  reference  to  schools,  I  am  happy  to 
saj  that  those  under  my  charge  are  fast  approaching  the  standard  of 
the  best,  eastern  institutions  of  the  same  character,  and  that  through- 
out the  West  the  common  school  system  is  but  little,  if  any,  behind 
the  older  portions  of  our  country. 

Bespeotfully  yours, 

S.  HUNT, 
Superintendent  of  Schools. 


CITY  OF  KENOSHA. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  of  Wisconsin  : 

Sir — ^In  compliance  with  your  circular  letter,  asking  for  a  report 
of  the  condition  of  our  Public  Schools,  I  would  say,  that  during  the 
past  year  there  has  seemed  to  be  an  increased  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters  in  this  city,  and  the  public  schools  have  receiyed 
more  than  the  usual  amount  of  attention.  The  people  are  deter- 
mined to  have  good  schools  in  which  to  educate  their  children,  and 
with  few  exceptions  the  tax  for  school  purposes,  although  large,  is 
cheerfully  paid.  They  only,  demand  that  they  shall  receive  a  fair 
equivalent  for  the  amount  paid..  As  a  natural  result  from  such  a 
state  of  feeling  our  schools  are  nearly  all  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
and  some  of  them  may  well  be  regarded  as  models.  One  great  ob- 
stacle in  the  way  of  complete  success  seems  to  be  the  want  of  a 
proper  appreciation  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  our  school 
system.  This  is  manifested  in  the  absence  of  large  numbers  of 
children  from  school  during  the  entire  year.  The  whole  number  en- 
rolled in  this  city,  as  being  within  the  school  age,  is  1,5^^3,  while 
only  828  have  attended  the  Public  Schools.  This  ought  not  to  be 
the  case  in  any  community  in  America.  It  would  seem  that  some 
measure  should  be  devised  to  correct  this  evil.  Another  difficulty 
is,  want  of  regularity  in  attendance.  Parents  do  not  seem  to  rea- 
lize the  injurious  effects  of  a  few  days'  abence  from  school,  and  too 
often  permit  their  children  to  remain  at  home  tor  trivial  reasons. 
During  some  portion  of  the  past  year  a  feeling  of  reluctance  has 
been  manifested  on  the  part  of  some  patrons  of  our  schools  to  have 
their  children  compelled  to  learn  the  lessons  assigned  them.  A  few 
have  earnestly  objected  to  having  their  children  kept  after  school 
hours  to  complete  the  work  which  their  own  negligence  during 
school  hours  has  loft  undone,  and  some  have  advised  corporal  pun- 
ishment as  a  substitute.  But  believing  that  the  education  and  not 
the  punishment  of  the  scholar  was  the  object  to  be  attained,  we  have 
insisted  upon  the  former  plan  and  have  endeavored  to  persuade 
such  persons,  that  their  duty  to  their  children  demanded  a  cheerful 
acquiescence  in  the  enforcement  of  what  we  deemed  to  be  a  benefi- 
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oial  regulation.  Dnring  the  present  term,  but  little  difficulty  has 
been  experienced,  and  we  trust  no  farther  opposition  will  be  msde 
to  the  application  of  the  rule. 

A- brief  sketch  of  the  general  plan  of  our  schools  may  not  be 
devoid  of  interest.  The«y  are  divided  into  five  departments,  7iz.  : 
8ub-Primarj,  Primary,  Intermediate,  Grammar  and  High  School. 
Each  department  is  composed  of  from  one  to  three  grades,  repre- 
sented in  as  many  different  rooms*  The  number  of  teachers  em- 
ployed is  fifteen,  all  of  whom  are  females  except  the  Principal  of  the 
of  the  High  School.  The  salaries  paid  for  a  year  of  forty  veeks 
are  as  follows : 

Principal  of  High  School $1,500  00 

One  assistant ^ 450  C^i) 

One  assistant 60«K>0 

Principal  of  Grammar  School.  (No.  lA 400  Oo 

Principal  of  Grammar  School,  (No.  2,  J 450  t*0 

Teachers  in  Primary  and  Intermediate  Departments 275  w) 

We  have  raised  by  direct  tax  this  year  $9,265  00,  a  part  of  which 
is  to  pay  the  defficiency  on  former  estimates. 

MARK  DRESSER, 

City  Superintendent 


CITY  OF  MADISON. 

The  public  schools  of  this  city  dnring  the  year  just  dosing,  hare 
been  under  the  charge  of  one  superintendent,  assisted  by  seventeen 
teachers.-  During  the  Fall  term  the  assistant  teachers  have  all  been 
ladies. 

The  salary  of  the  superintendent  is  $1500  ;  the  salaries  of  the 
ladies  vary  from  $320  to  (540  a  year.  New  teachers,  unless  spec- 
ial arrangements  are  made  lo  the  contrary,  receive  at  the  rate  of 
$820  a  year  for  the  first  term,  and  for  succeeding  terms  at  the  rate 
of  (400  a  year. 

Since  my  last  Report  to  your  department,  the  progress  towards 
excellence  in  our  schools  has  been  good,  and  the  teachers  have  dis- 
charged their  duties  with  a  most  commendable  fidelity.  If  it  were 
not,  perhaps,  out  of  place,  I  should  be  glad  to  speak  particularly, 
of  the  zeal,  earnestness,  ability,  and  faithfulness  which  they  haTe 
shown  in  accomplishing  their  daily  tasks. 

Subordinate  agents,  in  carrying  forward  great  enterprises,  are  too 
apt  to  pass  unnoticed,  not  receiving  due  credit  for  the  part  they  per- 
form in  bringing  about  desired  results. 

The  teachers  in  these  schools  have  not  been  wanting  in  their  high 
and  important  vocation.  Discipline  has  improved,  the  standard  of 
scholarship  has  risen,  the  classification  has  become  more  strict,  and 
more  studious  habits  have  been  cultivated  in  the  pupils,  aod  we  are 
encouraged  to  think  that  our  schools  compare  favorably  with  those 
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of  sister  oities,  at  least  tbey  are  fax  in  adyanoe  of  th^  poBition  they 
held  two  or  tbreo  years  ago. 

The  new  bnildinff  opened  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  gave  us 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  additional  seats,  and  another  new 
building,  to  be  opened  at  the  oommencement  of  our  next  term,  will 
give  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  more,  when  our  city  will  be  pretty 
well  provided  with  seats. 

A  great  drawback  to  our  school  system  is  the  proximity  of  the 
State  University.  The  school  system  of  any  city  naving  no  High 
school  may  be  compared  to  a  headless  trunk — ^it  is  incomplete.  Now 
various  causes  tend  to  take  those  pupils  to  the  University  that 
should  form  a  High  school.  The  standard  of  admission  to  the  classes 
in  their  Preparatory  Department  is  so  low  that  their  course  of  study 
overlaps  the  course  of  study  in  our  Grammar  Department,  and  they 
admit  pupils  who  cannot  receive  admission  to  our  High  school  course. 
Such  is  the  true  state  of  affairs,  and  it  works  mischief  to  the  schools 
of  this  city. 

These  facts  may  be  construed  as  a  credit  to  us  or  a  discredit  to 
the  University  so  far  as  their  standard  of  admission  is  concerned. 
We  can  enforce  strict  classification  and  strict  discipline  until  we  rise 
to  the  point  where  our  courses  are  common,,  whereupon  such  enforce- 
•  ment  sends  our  pupils  to  that  Institution.  I  am  no  enemy  to  the 
University,  a  strong  friend  rather,  but  I  wish  to  see  it  perform- 
ing its  true  function.  I  believe  it  should  begin  where  tne  Hi  eh 
schools  and  Academies  leave  off.  I  believe  the  standard  of  admis- 
sion should  not  be  equivocal,  but  fixed,  defined  and  if  not  permanent 
should  be  at  least  on  a  risiuff  scale.  Thus  the  University  Would 
send  back  a  refreshing,  healthful,  and  encouraging  influence  upon 
the  public  schools ;  friends  would  cluster  round  it,  lending  it  a  fos- 
tering hand,  and  it  would  continually  add  to  the  accumulating  glory 
of  the  public  school  system  of  Wisconsin. 

B.  M.  REYNOLDS, 
City  Stg^ertntendent 


CITY  OF  MILWAUKEE. 

OfFIOB  SUPBBINTBNDINT  01  SOHOOLS, 

MiLWAUKBB,  Dec.  17,  1867. 
Hon.  J.  O.  MoMtnn, 

,  Superintendent  Public  Instruction^ 

Lbab  Sib  : — ^It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that 
in  no  year  since  the  organisation  of  our  public  schools,  has  the  in- 
crease in  the  number  enrolled  and  the  dailv  attendance,  been  so 
krge  as  during  the  past.  The  increaae  in  daily  attendance  was 
over  twenty-seven  per  cent. 
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There  were  residing  in  the  city,  August  31,  1867,  22,135  cbil- 
drea  of  school  age.  Of  this  number  9,424  were  enrolled  in  onr 
public  schools  during  the  year,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of 
4,908.  In  the  private  schools  the  enrollment  was  6,429.  Of  the 
number  enrolled  in  the  public  schools,  only  about  52  per  cent,  were 
in  actual  daily  attendance,  presuming  the  per  cent,  ot  daily  attend- 
ance in  the  private  schools  to  be  the  same,  we  have  8,251  ebildren. 
in  our  schools  every  day,  out  of  a  school  population  of  22,135. 

During  the  past  year  the  board  increased  the  wages  of  the  teach- 
ers 20  per  cent  I'he  amount  expended  by  the  board  was  |60,- 
836  Li2,  The  cost  of  instruction  per  pupil,  estimated  on  the  num- 
ber enrolled,  was  $6,45  ;  estimated  on  the  average  daily  attendance 
(12,39.  In  1866  it  was,  on  number  enrolled,  (0,07 ;  on  daily  at- 
tendance $li:,63.  About  (40,000  has  been  expended  upon  school 
houses,  by  the  common  council,  during  the  past  year.  Thii  is  in- 
dependent of  the  amount  expended  by  the  board.  A  primary 
school  building  ha9  been  erected  in  the  2d  Ward,  also  one  in  the 
6th  Ward.  Each  of  these  buildings  will  accommodate  about  500 
pupils.  They  are  built  of  brick  and  are  commodious  and  handsome 
structures.  About  forty  feet  has  been  added  to  the  9th  Ward 
school  building,  and  the  old  building  altered,  bo  that  the  school 
house  will  now  accommodate  400  additional  pupils.  The  new  school 
house  erected  m  the  3d  Ward  in  1866,  at  a  cost  of  about  (27,000,  . 
was  occupied  in  January.  This  building  was  intended  to  accomo- 
date from  600  to  700  pupils.  We  have  already  been  obliged  to  fit 
up  additional  rooms  in  the  basement,  the  number  enrolled  being 
nearly  900. 

The  legislature  in  March  last  passed  an  act  requiring  the  board 
to  establish  a  high  school  in  the  city  on  or  before  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  January,  1868.  The  board  has  taken  the  necessary  steps  to 
carry  out  the  purpose  of  the  act,  and  the  school  will  open  at  the 
time  designated. 

During  the  year  the  Superintendent  has  examined  340  classes, 
containing  7,118  pupils.  Tne  result  of  the  examination  shows  that 
86  1-2  per  cent,  of  the  answers  giveir  wore  correct.  About  one 
hundred  teachers  have  been  examined  during  the  year.  Of  the  105 
teachers  employed  in  the  public  schools,  70  hold  first  grade  certifi- 
cates. 

The  number  of  days'  attendance  during  the  year  was  960,195 ; 
cases  of  absence,  135,277  ;  cases  of  tardiness,  26,361  ;  visits  of  So-  < 
perintendent,  620 ;  Commissioners,  543 ;  others,  5,751.  There  were 
15  transferred  from  one  school  to  another,  upon  certificates  of  good 
standing,  and  71  permits  granted  to  pupils  to  attend  school  inwards 
of  which  they  were  non-reaidents.  There  were  354  cases  of  suspen- 
sion under  the  rule  requiring  teachers  to  suspend  pupHs  absent  six 
half  days  in  any  four  consecutive  weeks,  55  suspensions  for  bad  con- 
duct, 8  for  truancy,  5  for  defacing  furniture,  8  for  playing  in  school 
building,  and  1  for  being  absent  from  a  regular  examination. 

Including  suspensions,  pennits,  &o.,  over  five  kundred  cases  hare 
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arisen  during  the  year,  requiring  a  d^ision  from  the  Superinsendent, 
exclusive  of  cases  in  which  the  teachers  have  sought  counsel 
and  advice.  One  of  the  most  important  duties  of  the  Superin- 
tcndenl  is  that  of  assisting  with  his  advice  and  authority  in  diffi- 
cult cases.  Quite  a  number  of  such  cases  have  occurred  within  the 
past  year,  but  thoy  have  been  arranged  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
ooth  teachers  and  parents,  without  haviqg  recourse  to  the  Board.  I 
inclose  a  table  showing  the  value  of  the  public  school  property  of 
the  city. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  C.  POMEROT, 
SuperirUendcnt  of  SchooU. 

Public  School  Property  of  Milwaukee,  August  31,  1867. 


No.  of  Lot. 

No  of 
Block. 

7alne  of 
Lot. 

Value  of 
BoildiDg. 

Value  of 
FurAitur 

Total 

1st  Ward 

6  &  6 

185 

$6,000 
. . . .000 

$8,000 

2,000 

$16,000 

2d  Ward 

• .  .do  ...•••••« 

16&17 
18,    14,  16 

7  &  8 

8,  9    &  10 
1,  2    &     8 

9  &  14 
12,  18  k  16 

8  &  9 
N2.6  of  11 

9,  11  k  18 
1  &4 

197 

200 
26 
64 
30 
26 
##    7 

68 
11 
28 
12 

8,000 

3,200 

2,000 

6,00!) 

6,000 

2,000 

1,000 

8,000 

4,000 

2,000 

2,600 

200 

400 

600 

20,000 

10,600 

27,000 

10,000 

16,000 

8,000 

8,600 

26,000 

8,000 

16,000 

26,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,600 

8,000 

8,600 
2,600 
8,000 
2,000 

8,000 
200 
2,600 
4,000 
800 
800 
800 
800 

81,000 
13,700 

8d  Ward 

4th  Ward 

6th  Ward 

6th  Ward 

....do  

32,600 
18,600 
24,000 
12,500 
9,600 

7th  Ward 

do..(MaiDBt) 

8th  Ward 

9th  Ward 

Tetitonia.  0th  w'd 

86,000 

7,200 

20,600 

82,600 

1,600 

Fond  da  Lac. do. 
Washington...  do. 
Palmer.  4th  WM* 

9 
7  &8 

t: 

1,700 

2,800 

800 

146,800 

$186,600 

$26,900 

$269,700 

^Yliet's  Addition.      ^Rented.      **Shennan*B  Addition. 


CITY  OF  MINERAL  POINT. 

Hon.  John  G.  MoMtnn, 

Syperintendenit  of  Public  Instruction, 

Dbab  Sie  :^I  have  the  honor  to  aeknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
official  circular  of  the  4th  insl.,  requesting  mv  report  of  the  public 
iehods  of  the  dty  of  Mineral  Point,  for  the  school  year  ending  Aug. 
8l8t,  1867. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


160 

In  complianoe  with  your  wishes*,  as  expressed  through  your  offi* 
oial  comiounication,  and  my  own  desire  to  see  this  city  and  its  schools 
properly  represented  in  your,  no  doubt,  able  and  valuable  annual  re- 
port, 1  take  great  pleasure  in  forwarding  to  you  the  desired  infor- 
mation. 

Our  publie  schools  here,  by  chartered  privilege  of  the  legislature, 
included  in  the  act  of  incorporation,  are  under  the  control  of  aboard 
of  education,  consisting  of  two  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
-  common  council,  and  a  city  superintendent  elected  at  the  annual 
charter  election.  The  supervision,  control  and  management  of  the 
schools  of  the  city,  are  expressly  conferred,  in  the  charter,  on  the 
school  board,  with  the  burden  of  management  falling  on  the  Super- 
intendent. It  is  also  provided  that  none  other  than  the  system  of 
graded  or  union  schools  shall  be  adopted.  In  order  to  secure  this 
gradation  of  system,  and  to  comply  with  this  provision  of  the  char- 
ter, a  large,  commodious  and  hanasome  brick  building,  was  purchased 
by  the  then  school  board,  known  here  as  the  '*  Methodist  Seminary." 
It  contains  five  departments — <'  High  School,  Grammar  School,  two 
Intermediate  and  rrimary  departments,"  which  have  been  in  opera- 
tion for  some  five  or  six  years,  and  of  which  I  am  proud  to  say  that 
our  State  Superintendent  can  bear  attestation,  from  personal  obser- 
vation, owinff  to  the  circumstance  of  his  kind  and  honored  visit  to 
our  city  on  the  occasion  of  our  last  Teachers'  Institute. 

We  have  just  completed  a  large,  rock  building,  two  stories  high, 
ready  for  seating,  situated  in  the  Second  Ward,  on  a  conspicuous 
elevation,  which  would  be  a  credit  to  the  spirit  and  enterprise  of 
the  city,  but  for  some  palpable  defects  in  the  plans  of  the  building, 
which  cannot  now  be  remedied  so  as  to  make  it  a  pleasing  and  at- 
tractive specimen  ot  architecture.  In  erecting  public  buildings  we 
should  try  to  develop  good  taste  and  a  love  for  the  beautiful,  for  ar- 
chitecture consists  in  beauty  of  order,  beauty  of  shape  and  beauty 
of  proportion.  This  school-house  will  have  four  departments — ^First 
and  Second  Primaries,  First  Intermediate  and  Grammar  SchooL 
It  has  been  built  under  the  auspices  of  the^city  council,  and  superin- 
tendence of  a  building  committee  of  tha«^  body ;  and  I  think  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that  the  members  of  the  school  board  were  unadvisedly 
set  aside  from  co-operating  with  them  in  the  undertaking,  as  I  am  of 
opinion  that  had  they  been  allowed  to  participate  in  the  responsibilt j 
it  would  have  been  better  and  more  satisfactory  to  all  toe  parties 
concerned,  and  less  liable  to  public  objection  and  criticism. 

We  have  made  considerable  improvement,  in  repairs,  on  our  school 
buildings  within  the  school  year,  and  have  bought  a  large  bell  for 
the  seminary.  It  is  contemplated  by  the  board  to  procure  a  set  of 
Philosophical  apparatus  for  the  use  of  the  High  School. 

We  have  also  secured  the  professional  services  of  a  lady  to  give 
instruction  in  voca^  mnsic  in  our  public  schools  ;  so  that  our  dtj  is 
making  decided  progress  in  educational  matters,  generally. 

The  interest  of  teachers,  parents  and  the  friends  of  educatioiir 
seems  to  be  on  the  alert,  and  to  advance  steadUy. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


161 

With  a  good  graded  system,  good  school-houses,  good  accommo- 
dation and  uniformity  in  school  books,  we  certainly  cannot  help  ad- 
YHDclng.  I  take  pleasure,  too,  in  bearing  testimony  of  the  impor- 
tant and  beneficial  results  of  Teachers'  Institutes,  to  the  teachers 
who  attend  them.  The  facts  arc  obvious  in  their  improved  methods 
of  instruction. 

We  have  a  good  Principal,  and  a  good  co-operative  staff  of  female 
teachers,  who  seem  to  labor  faithfully  for  the  general  good  ;  as  our 
schools  are  strictly  speaking,  but  branches  of  one  school,  or  one  en- 
tire system. 

Having  been  prevented  by  an  accident,  which  crippled  my  right 
arm,  from  forwarding  an  earlier  reply  to  your  circular,  I  must  now 
content  myself  with  but  a  brief  ana  imperfect  report,  particularly  as 
respects  statistics  ;  hoping  that  the  report  of  our  clerk,  made  to  the 
county  Superintendent  will  be  furnished  you,  and  supply  any  defi- 
ciency. 

I  will  state,  however,  what  I  can  remember,  and  vouch  for  in  this 
respect. 

Mineral  Point  City  Schools — Seminary  Building. 

High  school,  1.     No.  of  teachers  in  same 2 

Orammar  and  Intermediate  schooU,  8.     No.  of  teachers  in  same 4 

Primary  school,  1.     No.  of  teachers  in  same 1 

Bented  school-houses  until  new  house  is  ready  to  occupy : 

Primaries,  2.     No.  of  teachers  in  -same ; . . . .       2 

No  of  teachera  employed 9 

Male  Teachers,  Priiicipal  and  Asst.  in  Grammar  school .2 

Female  Teachers  Gram,  school,  J;  Int's.,  2;  Prim's.,  8;  High  school,  1.       7 

9 

m  . 

Principal's  wages,  |80  per  month  ;  Asst's  wages,  <|30.     Average. . .     $55  00* 
Female  teachers'  wages,  $30 80 


Owned  by  District,  2  gr«ided  schools,  capable  of  accommodating  be- 
tween 700  or  800  pupils,  and  valued  at  $10,000  and  $15^000 
each,  well  inclosed,  &c $25  ,.000  ' 

Two  rooms  rented  for  temporary  use. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  CONNIMS, 
City  /Superintendent* 


11  SUP.  PUB.  UIS. 
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CITY  OF  WATERTOWN. 

In  compliance  with  your  circular  letter  I  have  tbe  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  facts  and  statistics,  showing  the  condition  of  our 
schools  during  tbe  school  year  ending  August  31st,  1867  : 

I  stated  in  my  last  report  that  I  had  organized  a  system  of  reports 
which  would  enable  me  thereafter  to  dispense  with  tbe  necessity  of 
guesswork  in  making  out  cnnual  reports. 

I  feel  happy  to  say  tbat  I  have  not  been  deceived  in  this  hope. 
Our  system  works  admirably  well ;  it  reflects  light  and  order  upoQ 
all  relations  of  our  schools,  and  by  readily  pointing  out  oxisling  de-* 
ficiencies,  it  materially  aids  in  tho  search  for  remedies. 

There  have  been  enrolled  in  the  registers  of  our  public  schools, 
during  the  last  school-year,  1,361 -pupils  ;  682  of  whom  were  boys 
and  679  girls.  Tbe  whole  numbei*  of  days  the  schools  were  in  ses- 
sion was  193  ;  the  number  of  half-days  attendance  was  848,942, 
giving  an  average  daily  attendance  of  904  pupils,  while  tho  average 
number  belonging  to  the  schools  was ,  973,  and  the  highest  number 
belonging,  which  occurred  during  the  winter  term,  was  1,001. 

From  the  above  items  we  obtain  tbe  following  per  cents.: 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  on  enrollment 66.5 

Per  cent,  of  average  number  belonging  on  enrollmont 71 .5 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  on  avernge  number  belonging 9  3 


No  children  are  admitted  to  tho  schools  under  five  years  of  age, 
and  many  of  parents  do  not  send  their  children  to  school  before  their 
seventh  birthday,  while  the  large  majority  of  our  youth  leave  school 
between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and  fifteen  and  thereafter 'may  ha 
found  in  the  school  of  the  mechanic  and  merchant.  Furthermore,  , 
there  are  several  hundred  children  found  in  the  parochial  or  private 
schools. 

If  all  these  facts-are  taken  into  consideration,  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  tho  above  exhibit  is  a  favorable  one. 

The  organization  of  the  schools  during  the  last  year  remained  the 
same  as  before  and  as  exposed  in  my  report  of  1866,  to  which  I  re- 
fer you  for  every  thing  that  concerns  gradations,  number  and  dis- 
tribution of  grades  in  the  several  schools,  programmes,  reports,  dis- 
cipline, course  of  study,  etc.,  and,  therefore,  also  the  number  of 
teachers  employed  during  the  year  was  the  same  as  before,  to-wit : 
17 ;  3  of  whom  were  males  and  14  females.  With  the  exception 
of  2,  they  had  been  previously  employed,  and  let  me  hero  add 
in  acknowledgment  of  their  exertions,  that  they  have,  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge,  carried  into  more  or  loss  successful,  indeed,  but  in 
general,  laudable  operation  the  *'  course  of  study  "  previously  mark- 
ed out  for  them  by  the  established  grade,  and  that  nearly  all  of 
them  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  Board  by  their  zeal,  skill  and 
experience. 

Afost  of  our  teachers,  though  only  four  of  them,   were  Oermans^ 
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or  of  German  descent,  were  able  to  teaoh  at  least  all  the  elements  of 
the  German  language  ;  they  all  understand  how  to  make  a  successful 
use  of  the  blaekbourd,  of  which  we  have  at  present  more  than  1200 
feet  in  our  schools,  and  some  of  them  are  very  skillful  in  the  use  of 
the  crayon  and  the  pencil. 

The  number  of  American  pupils  studying  the  Gorman  has  there- 
fore been  steadily  increasing,  and  at  the  last  public  exarnination  of 
Union  School  No.  1,  many  fine  drawings,  sketches  and  geographical 
charts,  made  by  the  pupils,  were  exhibited. 

In  my  last  report  I  have  complained  of  irregularity  of  attendance 
and  the  frequency  of  uncxcused  tardiness.  Our  recorcls  of  the  last 
school  year  show  that  very  muuh  can  be  reached,  in  this  respect,  by 
the  combined  and  well  directed  eflforts  of  teachers  and  school-of- 
ficers. 

Our  attendance  has  increased  to  93  per  cent ,  but  most  successful 
we  were  in  eradicating  tardiness.  The  total  tardiness  of  the  year 
was  10,507,  giving  about  12  cases  of  tardiness  for  every  pupil  bo- 
longing,  but  in  the  first  month  of  the  school  year  we  had  178>S  cases 
of  tardiness  on  931  pupils  belonging,  making  an  avcra<re  of  20  cases 
of  tardiness  per  annum,  per  scholar,  while  in  one  of  the  months  of 
the  ensuing  spring,  there  were  only  633  oases  on  991  scholars,  de- 
pressing the  averago  to  6  2-3  cases  per  annum,  for  every  scholar  be- 
longing. 

The  running  fall  term  shows  results  still  more  favorable  ;  but 
though  I  am  convinced  now  by  my  own  experience,  that  by  active 
school  officers  and  judicious  teachers,  an  immense  good  can  be  done 
in  this  respect,  still  it  is  my  impression  that  something  might  and 
should  be  done  by  legislation  to  insure  more  regular  attendance  at 
our  public  schools.  The  right  of  society  to  guard  against  the  evils  ■ 
incumbent  on  ignorance  is  conceded  by  all ;  the  expediency  only  of 
enacting  compulsory  measures  has  been  doubted  by  many;  but  no 
American  citizen  should  be  allowed  to  bring  up  a  family  destitute  of 
the  rudimentary  principles  of  knowledge,  and  still,  such  is  the  case, 
to  some  extent,  all  over  the  state,  and  as  long  as  it  is  not  consider- 
ed a  erimc  against  the  state  and  society,  and  so  treated  by  both,  so 
long  it  will  continue  to  be  so.  So  much  the  more  I  feel  glad  to  see 
the  public  wide  awake  to  the  importance  of  the  question,  which  dur- 
ing tlie  past  year  has  been  earnestly  discusspd  all  over  the  states. 
Initiatory  steps  have  been  taken  by  some  of  our  legislatures,  and  I 
hope  that  Wisconsin  will  be  among  the  first  to  aim  a  deadly  blow  at 
the  root  of  two  of  the  greatest  evils,  by  which  the  public  school  is 
afflicted  ;  absence  and  tardiness 

During  the  summer  v?e  have  erected  in  the  Fourth  Ward  a  large 
and  commodious  school-houss,  furnished  with  all  the  essential  mod- 
ern improvements  and  -a  carefully  selected  teaching  apparatus,  and 
ample  enough  for  the  accommodation  of  500  pupils.  It  was  opened 
on  the  9th  of  September  last  and  has  wrought  important  changes 
and  very  material  improvements  in  our  system,  the  details  whereof 
will  be  givpn  in  next  year's  report. 
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The  eyening  flohool  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  was  kept  during 
tbree  months  ;  it  has  proved  a  success,  is  running  again  ihis  winter 
and  will,  I  trust,  become  a  permanent  item  of  our  school  system. 

WILLIAM  BIEBER, 
City  Superintendent, 
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COLLEGES  AND  UI^IYEESITIES. 


Annual  Report  of  the  President  of  ike  Board  of  Trustees  of  Be- 
loii  College^  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  1867. 


1.  Corporaite  name  of  the  institution,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Beloit  College. 

2.  Name  of  the  place  where  the  institution  is  located,   Beloit, 
Rock  county.  ,        . 

3.  Year  when  the  institution  was  founded,  1847. 

4.  Names  of  members  of  the  faculty  with  their  respective  sala- 
ries: 


Names. 


Departments  of  Instruction. 


Salaries. 


Aaron  L.Chapin,D.D.,  Pr't 
Rev  Jos.  Emerson,  A.  M. . 
Jackson  J.  Bushiiell,  A.  M. 
Rev.  Wm.  Porter,  A.  M. .  . 
Rev.  .Tas.  J.  Biaisdell,  A.M. 
Elijah  P.  Harris,  Phi.  D. . . 
Rev.  Ed.  a.  Miner,  A.  M.. . 
John  P.  Fisk,  A.  M 


History  and  Civil  Polity 

Greek  Lai\guage  and  Literature. . 
Mathematics  and  Natural  Philosophy 

Latin  Language  and  Literature 

Intellectual  and  Mor&l  Philosa()hy. . . 
Chemistry  and  Nat.  Science,  ^year. 
Instructor  in  Rhetoric  and  Eng.  Lit. . 
Principal  of  Nor.  and  Prep.  Depart. 


$1,800  00 
1,500  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1 ,500  00 
750  00 
1,200  09 
1,600  00 


Hale.  Female. 

6.  Total  number  who  have  graduated 126     

6.  Number  who  graduated  at  last  commencement 13     

7.  Number  of  slu 'ents  in  the  Senior  Clasa 14     

8.  Number  of  stu'^ents  in  the  Junior  Class 9     

9.  Number  of  stu-^ents  in  the  Sophomore  Class « .  20     

10.  Number  of  stu  Jents  in  the  Freshman  Class 87     

11.  Number  of  students  in  the  Preparatory  Department 167     

12.  Number  of  acres  of  land  owned  by  the  institution — 

College  site,  acres 16 

Other  lands  in  Wisconsin,  acres 1060 

In  other  states,  acres 1710 

2,786 
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18.  Estimated  cash  value  of  Ian  I  owned  by  the  institution — 

College  site $10,0(^0  00 

Other  lituds 10,000  00 

JI20,000  00 

14.  Estimated  cash  value  of  buildings  owned  by  the  institution      27,500  00 
16.  Amount  of  ei.dowments  and  funds'exicept  real  estate 116,000  00 

16.  Amount  of  income  for  the  current  ^i\fTom  all  sources  ex- 

cept tuition .'^ :-.*. 13,066  19 

17.  Amount  received  for  tuition  auring  the  current  veA^. 4,092  75 

18.  Rates  of  tuition  in  Collegiate  deptiftment  per  annum,  not 

including  baard • /\ 80  00 

19.  Rates  of  tuition  in  Preparatory  department  per  annum,  not 

including  board \ \.i\ 20  00 

20.  Amount  paid  on  account  of- expenses  of  the  institution,  ex- 

clusive of  building  and  repairs,  during  the  f&fiT  ending 

August  81,  1867 17,626  19 


A.  L.  CHAPIN, 
President  of  Board  of  Trustees. 


Annual  Report  of  the  President  of  Lawrence  University ,  for  the 
year  ending  August  31,  1867. 


1.  Corporate  name  of  the  institution,  "Lawrence  University,  of 
Wisconsin." 

2.  Name  of  the  place  where  the  institution  is  located,  Appleton. 

3.  Year  when  the  institution  was  founded,  1847. 

4.  Names  of  members  of  the  faculty  with  their  respective  salaries: 


Names. 


Salaries. 


Rev.  Geo.  M.  Steele,  D.  D. 
Hiram  A.  Jones,  A.  M . . . . 
Rev.  Charles  N.  Stowers. . 
James  C.  Frye,  A.  M . . . . . 
Albert  Schindelmeisser. . . 
Harriet  0.  Knox,  A.  M.  . . 
Sarah  E.  Pierce 


Etiiics  and  Civil  Polity 

Ancient  Languages  and  Literature. 
Puro  and  Mixed  Mathematics  . .   . . 

Chemistry  and  Physics 

Modern  Languages  and  Music 

English  Literature  and  Latin. . .  /. . 
IFrawlag  an^^  Painting 


$1,200  00 
800  00 
800  00 
80O  00 
800  00 
500  00' 


6.  Total  numbefr  who  have  graduated . . . .  .^ 

6.  Number  who  graduated  at  last  commencement 

7.  Number  of  students  in  the  senior  class 

8.  Number  of  S'udents  in  the  junior  class 

'  9.  Number  of  students  in  the  sophomore  class 

10.  Number  of  students  in  the  freshman  class. 

University  students 

11.  Number  of  students  in  the  preparatory  department . 

Commercial  and  academical \ 


Male.  Female. 

57  28 

S  2 

4 


8 
7 

27 

6 

84 

124 
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12.  Number  of  acres  of  land  owned  by  tbe  institution,  (about) 2,600 


13.  Estimnted  cash  value  of  land  owned  by  the  institution — 

1.  University  grounds $80,000.  00 

2.  Other  lands 7,000  00 

14.  Estimated  cash  value  of  buildings  owned  by  the  institution      80,000  00 

15.  Amount  of  endowments  and  funds  except  real  estate 40,000  00 

16.  Amount  of  income  for  the  current  year  from  all  sources  ex- 

cept tuition ' 2,800  00 

17.  Amount  received  for  tuition  during  the  current  year *I  ,962  00 

18.  Rates  of  tuition  in  collegiate  department  per  annum,  not  in- 

cluding board 21  00 

19.  Bates  of  tuition  in  preparatory  department  per  annum,  not 

including  board » 16  00 

20.  Amount  paid  on  account  of  expenses  of  the  institution,  ex- 

clusive of  building  and  repair?,  during  tbe  year  ending 

August  31,  1867 5,400  00 


G.  M.  STEELE, 

President. 


Lawrengb  Unitbhbitt,  Apple toD,  Wis.,  Oct.  10,  1867. 

Hon.  J.  G.  McMynn, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  State  of  Viisconnn. 

• 

BsAB  Sib — Lawrence  University  has  been  in  operation  as  a 
College  about  fifteen  years.  Though  laboring  a  great  part  of  that 
time  under  considerable  financial  embarrassment,  it  has  alwavs 
maintained  an  efficient  board  of  instruction,  and  a  thorough  course  of 
study.  It  has  been  found  necessary  here,  as  in  most  Western  In- 
stitutions of  the  same  grade,  to  combine  a  preparatory  and  academi- 
cal department  with  the  collegiate.  The  attendance  in  both  has 
been  somewhat  above  the  average  of  colleges  in  the  new  States. 

Two  features  are  kept  prominent  in  the  general  policy  of  the 
College  : 

First.  It  has  been  the  aim  to  have  so  large  a  range  of  study  as  to 
allow  a  certain  amount  of  selection  and  variation  corresponding  in 
some  measure  to  the  variety  of  ability  and  adaptation  in  different 
individuals.  The  Board  of  Instruction  have  been  of  the  opinion, 
that  a  thorough  curriculum,  embracing  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages, 
as  pursued  in  most  of  the  Colleges  of  this  country,  if  not  the  best 
possible  to  be  desired,  is,  at  least,  the  best  that  has  ever  been  pro- 
posed. Such  a  course  we  deem  essential  to  the  highest  mental 
training,  complete  scholarship  and  the  ripest  culture.  On  tbe  other 
band,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  there  are  numbers  of  young  men 
and  women  who  are  not  capable  of  the  highest  style  of  general 
scholarship,  upon  whom  a  protracted  classical  training  would  be 

♦  Incloding  "  incidentals." 
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thrown  away,  who,  nevertheless  will  develop  successfully  in  certain 
directions,  and  to  whom  a  course  of  study  equally  extensive  but  of  a 
different  kind  would  be  of  incalculable  benefit.  Such  persons  should 
not  be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  wliich  such  a  coarse  would  afford 
them.  For  such,  it  is  believed,  that  a  more  exended  range  of  ma- 
theiratical  study,  more  time  spent  on  the.  sciences,  philosophy  and 
English  literature,  giving  as  much  mental  labor  as  in  the  classical 
course,  if  not  to  all  the  most  profitable,  would  at  least  be  better 
for  some  than  no  course  at  all,  or  than  for  them  to  endeavor  to  do 
that  to  which  they  have  no  sort  of  adaptation.  Lawrence  Univer- 
sity, while  not  yet  able  to  realize  its  own  ideals,  with  reference 
to  such  an  extensive  range  of  study  as  is  referred  to,  and  while 
rejecting  the  vulgar  theories,  so  much  oried  up  just  now,  of  a 
miscalled  **  practical  education."  aims  steadily  at  the  greatest  pos- 
sible good  to  the  greatest  possible  number. 

The  second  feature  alluaed  to,  is  that  of  equal  facilities  and  priv- 
ileges in  all  respects,  to  both  sexes.  It  is  believed  that  in  this  In- 
stitution, more  than  in  any  other  in  the  State,  if  not  in  the  West, 
this  principle  fully  prevails.  My  own  experience  here,  of  more 
than  two  years,  decidedly  confirms  me  in  the  conviction,  before  wa- 
vering, that  this  is  the  true  policy  in  the  education  of  the  sexes. 
Public  sentiment  has  some  time  since  advanced  to  the  repudiation  of 
the  once  received  opinion  that  the  feminine  mind  is  incapable  of  ex- 
tended discipline  and  culture.  But  there  are  many  who  stijl  object 
to  education  of  the  sexes  in  the  same  institutions  and  in  the  same 
classes,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they  are  to  bo  together  in  the 
companionship  and  experiences  of  life.  There  are  still  more  who 
doubt  the  propriety  of  admitting  both  on  the  same  conditions,  with 
the  same  liberty  and  the  same  limitations  of  selection  in  their 
studies.  In  the  Lawrence  University,  young  ladies  are  admitted  to 
all  the  departments  on  precisely  the  same  conditions  as  young  gen- 
tlemen. They 'are  permitted  to  compete  for  all  the  prizes  and  par- 
ticipate in  all  the  honors.  It  is  not  asserted,  that  young  ladies 
need  the  same  kind  of  training  as  young  gentlemen  in  all  respects. 
Indeed,  it  is  believed,  or  ought  to  be,  that  young  gentlemen,  as  has 
been  above  intimated,  differ  widely  in  their  adaptations  and  needs 
as  regards  a  system  of  study.  Therefore,  we  insist,  that  a  suffioinetly 
wide  range  should  be  allowed  for  selection  It  is  upon  this  prin- 
ciple, that  while  the  same  requirem3nts  are  here  made  of  all,  for 
entrance  into  the  College  classes,  each  is  at  entrance  permitted  to 
take  either  a  classical  or  a  scientific  course,  and  in  the  latter  two 
years  of  the  course  any  who  choose — and  a  majority  of  ladies  do  so 
choose — are  allowed  to  substitute  for  certain  ,of  the  severer  scientific 
studies,  music,  painting  or  other  ornamental  branches,  subject  to 
the  decision  of  the  faculty. 

So  far  as  my  observation  goes,  the  plan  works  admirably.  I  may 
say,  without  any  personal  vanity,  that  I  have  been  surprised  and 
delighted  at  the  scholarship  attained  by  some  of  our  young  ladies. 
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I  am  confident,  that  I  hare  never  seen  more  suooessfol  students  in 
any  even  of  our  Eastern  Female  Seminaries. 

Begging  pardon  for  trespassing  so  largely  upon  your  space,  I  re- 
main, 

Yours  very  truly,  , 

GEO.  M.  STEELE. 

Prt%H  Lawrence  Univerdty. 


Annual  Report  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Milton  College,  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  1867. 

1.  Corporate  name  of  the  institution,  **  The  Milton  College." 

2.  Name  of  the  place  where  the  institution  is  located,    Milton, 
Rock  Co.,  Wis. 

8.  Year  when  the  institution  was  founded,  (as  an  Academy)  1844, 
(as  a  College)  1867. 
4    Names  of  members  of  the  faculty  with  their  respective  salaries: 


Names. 


Department  of  Instruction. 


Salaries. 


Rev.  W.  C.  Whitford,  A.M. 

E.  Searing,  A.  M 

N.  C.  Twining,  A..B 


Hiss  A.  M.  Fenner. . . 
Mrs.  R.  H.  Whitford. 
Miss  A.  F.  Wells.... 

Miss  M.  F.  Bailey 

F.  M.  Babcock 


In- 


Natural  and    Mental    Science    and 
Greelc  Language 

Latin  and  French  Languages. . . 

Mathematics     and    Commercial 
struction 

English  Department 

Painting  and  Penciling 

Instrumental  Music 

Germanjjanguage 

Penmanship 


$800  00 
700  Oo 

650  00 
400  00 
350  00 
600  00 
800  00 
400  00 


Male.  Female. 


•  5.  Total  number  who  .have  graduated 42 

6    Number  who  graduated  at  last  commencement 19 

7.  Number  of  students  in  the  Senior  Glass None. 

8.  Number  of  students  in  the* Junior  Glass None. 

9.  Number  of  students  in  the  Sophomore  Glass 18 

10.  Number  of  students  in  the  Freshman  Glass 87 

1 1.  Number  of  students  in  the  Preparatory  Department 144 


82 

7 

None. 

None. 

12 

18 

120 


12.  Number  of  Ucres  of  land  owned  by  the  institution. 


93 


18.  Estimated  cash  value  of  land  owned  by  the  institution. . . .       |8,300  00 

14.  Estimated  cash  value  of  buildings  owned  by  the  institution      21,000  00 

15.  Ajnonnt  of  endowments  and  funds  except  real  c  state 550  00 
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Amount  of  income  for  the  current  year  from  all  sources  ex- 
cept tuition 800  00 

Amount  received  for  tuition  during  the  current  year 4 ,835  17 

Rates  of  tuition  in  Collegiate  department  per  annum,   not 

including  board 1 . . .     127  to  |33 

Rates  of  tuition  in  Preparatory  department  per  annum,  not 

including  board |21  to  |27 

Amount  paid  on  account  of  expenses  of  the  institution,  ex- 
clusive of  building  and  repairs,  during  the  year  ending 
August  81,  1867 4,686  17 


WILLIAM  0.  WHITFORD, 
Fresident  of  Board  of  Trusteei. 


Annual  Report  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Prai- 
rie du  Chien  College,  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  1867. 

1.  Oorporat  e  name  of  the  Institution,  **  Prairie  du  Chien  College." 

2.  Name  of  the  place  where  the  institution  is  located,  Prairie  do 
Chien. 

8.  Year  when  the  institution  was  founded,  1865. 
4.  Names  of  members  of  the  faculty  with  their  respective  sala- 
ries : 


Names. 


Departments  of  Instruction. 


Salaries. 


J.  T.  Lovewell,  B.  A. 

Miss  £.  Curtis 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Miller.... 

Miss  M.  Mason 

MissL.  M.  Goodrich. 


Principal,  Classical  Department. . 

English  Department 

Primary  Departmen  t 

Teacher  of  Music 

Tcaoher  of  Drawing  and  Painting. 


Male.  Female. 


6.  Total  number  who  have  graduated 

6.  Number  who  graduated  at  last  commencement 

7.  Number  of  students  in  the  Senior  Glass 

8.  Number  of  students  in  the  Junior  Class 

9.  Number  of  students  in  the  Sophomore  ClaA 

10.  Number  of  students  in  the  Freshman  Class 

11.  Number  of  students  in  the  Preparatory  Department. . . . 

Number  of  students  in  the  Primary  Department 


48 
80 


50 
SI 


12.  Number  of  acres  of  land  owned  by  the  institution. . 


18.  Estimated  cash  value  of  land  owned  by  the  institution $1,000  00 

14.  Estimated  cash  yalue  of  buildings  owned  by  the  institution,       60,000  00 
16.  Amount  of  endowments  and  funds  except  real  estate 


L 
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16.  Amount  of  income  for  the  current  year  from  all  sources  ex- 

cept tuition 4,000  00 

17.  Amount  received  for  tuition  during  the  current  year 4,000  00 

18.  Rates  of  tuition   in  Collegiate  department  per  annum,  not 

including  boar>1 

19.  Rates  of  tuition  in  Preparatory  department  per  annum,  not 

including  board SO  00 

Rates  of  tuition  in  Primary  department  per  annum,  not  in- 
cluding board 24  00 

2(1  Amount  paid  on  account  of  expenses  of  the  institution,  ex- 
clusive of  building  and  repairs,  during  the  year  ending 
August  Slst,  1867 4,000  00 

Whole  No.  enrolled  in.  both  Departments  during  the  year 166 

ALFRED  BRONSON, 
President  of  Board  of  Trustees. 


Annual  Report  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Ba- 
cine  College^  for  the  year  ending  September  25,  1867 

1.  Corporate  name  of  the  inotitution,  Racine  College. 

2.  Name  of  the  place  where  the  institution  is  located,  Racine. 
8.  Year  when  the  institution  was  founded,  1852. 

4.  Names  of  members  of  the  faculty  with  their  respective  sala-' 
ries : 


Names. 


Rev.  J.  DeKoven,  D  D . . . 
Rev.  H.  Wheeler,  A.M.... 
Rev.  0.  W.  Spalding,  A.M. 
Rev.  E.  W.  Dean,  A.  M... 
Rev.  H.C.  Shaw,  A.  M.... 
Rev.  J.  B.  Feuling,  D.  D.. 

Rev.  A.  Falk,  Ph.  D 

Rev.  R.  6  Hinsdale,  A.  M. . 
Rev.  G.  J.  Machen,Bac.Mu8. 
Edward  B.  Spalding,  A.  M. 

M.  LaBombarie,  D  D 

Rev.  J.  Elmendorf 


Departments  of  Instruction. 


Rector 

Math 

Adj    Math 

Greek  and  Latin 

]A.djunct  Prof:  ssors  Greek  and  Latin 

History  and  German 

Natural  Science ' 

Music 

Head  Master 

French 

Eng.  Literature,  (Professor  elect.). . 


Salaries. 


If  ,200  00 

1 ,200  00 

800  00 

1,200  00 

800  Ou 

800  00 

1,600  00 

1 ,000  00 

1,200  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 


And  6  tutors,  8  matrons,  and  a  curator ;  salaries  comprise  about  |5,000  or 
$6,000. 

Male.  Female. 

5.  Total  number  who  have  graduated 

6.  Number  who  graduated  at  last  commencement,  (Septem- 

ber 25th,  1867,) 1 
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Male.  Female. 

7.  Number  of  students  in  the  Senior  Glass,  (in  November,}.  4  .... 

8.  Number  of  students  in  the  Junior  Glass 8  .... 

9.  Number  of  students  in  the  Sophomore  Class 13  .... 

10.  Number  of  students  in  the  Freshman  Glass 14  .... 

Number  of  students  in  the  Scientific  School 5  .... 

11.  Number  of  students  in  the  Preparatory  Dep't,  (about). . .  40  .... 


At  the  close  of  the  present  term,  September  26,  there  were 
168  in  all  departments. 

12.  Number  of  acres  of  land  owned  by  the  institution 

18.  Estimated  cash  value  of  land  owned  by  the  institution 

14.  Estimated  cash  value  of  buildings  owned  by  the  institution.     $75,000  00 

15.  Amount  of  endowments  and  funds  except  real  estate 28,000  00 

16.  Amount  of  ibcome  for  the  current  year  from  all  sources  ex- 

cept tuition Nothing. 

17.  Amount  received  for  tuition  during  the  current  year,  (about)      50,750  00 

18.  Rates  of  tuition  in  Collegiate  department  per  annum,  with 

•  board 850  00 

19.  Rates  of  tuition  in  preparatory  department,  with  board..  850  00 

20.  Amount  paid  on  account  of  expenses  of  the  institution,  ex- 

clusive of  building  and  repairs,   during  the  year  ending 

August  81,  1867, .^ 

All  that  is  received  is  spent  on  the  expenses  of  the  ix|«tttotion,  with  some 
portion  of  it  in  permanent  improvements. 

JAME8  DeKOVEN, 
Rector  of  Racine  College. 


Ann/ual  Report  of  the  President  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin, 
for  the  year  ending  August  31,   1867: 

1.  Corporate  name  of  tho  institution,  University  of  Wisconsin. 

2.  Name  of  the  place  where  the  institution  is  located,  Madison, 
Wisconsin. 

8.  Year  when  the  institution  was  founded,  1849. 
4.  Names  of  members  of  the  faculty  with  their  respective  ealar 
lies  : 


Names. 

•  Department  of  Instruction. 

Salaries.. 

John  W.  Sterling 

Daniel  Read 

Mathematics  &  Natural  Philosophy. . 
Mental,  Moral  k  Political  Science. . . 

Ohemistry  and  Natural  History 

Ancient  LanGTuaires. 

11,600  00 
1,500  00 

Ezra  S.    Carr 

1,500  00 

James  D.   Butler. ........ 

1,500  00 

John  P.  Fuchs 

Modern  Languages 

1,600  XK) 

J.  0.  Pickard 

Normal  Instruction 

1,600  00 
600  00 
600  00 

Miss McCutcheon. . . . 

Miss  Clarissa L.  Ware.... 

Preceptress  Normal  Department.... 
Preceptress  Normal  Department. . . . 
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Male.  Female. 

6.  Total  number  wh</have  graduated 68  26 

6.  Number  who  graduated  at  last  commencement 5  23 

7.  Number  of  students  in  the  Senior  Class 6  *13 

8.  Number  of  students  in  the  Junior  Class 11  '|-14 

9.  Number  of  students  in  the  Sophomore  Class 12  189 

10.  Number  of  students  in  the  Freshman  Class 24  |44 

11.  Number  of  students  in  the  Preparatory  Department. .'. . .        48        . . . .  ' 

Uniyersity  students. 96         .... 

12.  Number  of  acres  of  laud  owned  by  the  institution 244,477 

18.  Estimated  cash  value  of  land  owned  by  the  institution. . . .  |774,719  00 
14.  Estimated  cash  value  of  buildings  owned  by  the  institution  110,000  00 
16.  Amount  of  endowments  and  funds,  except  real  estate 216,298  83 

16.  Amount  of  income  for  the   current  year  from   all  sources 

except  tuition 18,604  86 

17.  Amount  received  for  tuition  during  the  current  year 8,900  00 

18.  Rates  of  tuition  in  Collegiate  department  per  annum,  not 

including  board 18  00 

19.  Rates  of  tuition  in  Preparatory  department  per  annum,  not 

including  board. 18  00 

20.  Amount  paid  on   account   of  expenses  of  the  institution, 

exclusive  of  building  and   repairs,   during  the  year  end- 
ing August  81,  1867,  about 11,000  00 

R  A.  CHADBOURNE^ 
Fresident  of  the  University  of  Wisconttn. 

Unitbbsity  01  WisooNBiN,  Oot.  5,  1867. 

Hon.  John  G-.  MoMtnn  : 

Sui : — Herewith  I  hand  you  the  statistical  report  of  the  Uniyer- 
sityof  Wisconsin  for  the  collegiate  year  ending  June,  1867.  The 
changes  that  have  been  made  in  the  organization  of  the  institution 
since  that  time  need  some  explanation  in  order  to  show  its  present 
and  prospective  condition. 

The  JFaoulty  for  the  present  year  is  as  as  follows  : 

PAUL  A.  OHADBOURNE,  A   M.,  M.  D., 
JPresident  and  Frofe$9or  of  Menial  and  Moral  FhUotophy. 

JOHN  W.  STIRLING,  LL.  D., 
Profeuor  of  Natural  Fhxlo9ophy  aawL  Astronomy, 

EZRA  S.  OARR,  LL.  D., 
Frofeu(yrof  ChemMtry  and  Natural  JBUUyry, 

^Senior  Olaas.   tMlddle  Class.   :^nnior  C1««b.    IFreparatory  Class. 
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T.  N.  HASKELL,  A.  M., 
Professor  of  BhUoric  and  Eiiglisk  lAterdure. 

WILLIAM  F.  ALLEN,  A.  M., 
Professor  of  AncierU  Languages  and  Bislory. 

JOHN  B.  PARKINSON,  A.  M., 
Professor  of  Maihemaitcs  and  P tine  pal  of  Vie  Preparatory  Department. 

JOHN  P.  FUCHS,  M.  D.,   ' 
Professor  of  Modem  Languages  and  Literature. 

R.  E.  HARMON,  A.  B., 
TtUor. 

ABOS  H.  THOMPSON,  A.  B., 
Tutor. 

MISS  ELIZABETH  EARLB, 
Preceptress  in  the  Normal  Department. 

MISS  CLARISSA  WARE, 
Associate  Preceptress. 

MISS  FRANCES  BROWN, 
Teacher' of  Musir. 

MISS  LOUISA  BREWSTER, 
Teacher  of  Painting  and  Drawing. 

Tho  courses  of  instruotion  were  arrange i  accorriiog  to  the  plan  of 
reorganization  so  far  as  the  arrangements  could  be  perfected  in  the 
limited  time  between  the  election  of  President  and  the  opening  of 
the  term.  In  tho  college  of  Letters,  the  course  of  instruction  ia 
Languages,  Literature  and  Science  is  intended  to  be  equal  to  that 
of  the  best  colleges  in  the  country.  Its  plan  is  therefore  very  sim- 
ple and  instructors  can  be  secured  for  it  with  comparatively  liitle 
difficult/.     It  is  now  fully  organized,  with  students  io  all  its  classes. 

The  College  of  Arts  stands  upon  an  entirely  diflferent  basis.  Its 
organization  is  such  that  it  can  be  expanded  indefinitely  until  each 
course  of  study  becomes  so  prominent  as  to  take  its  place  as  a  dis- 
tinct school  or  college.  This  will  be  readily  understood  from  the 
following  section  of.  the  general  laws  of  1866,  under  which  the  Col- 
lege was  organized/    Chap.  cxiv.  : 

*'  SxOTiON  2.  The  College  of  arts  shall  embrace  courses  of  in- 
struotion in  the  mathematical,  physical  and  natural  BcienoeSi  with 
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tbeir  applications  to  the  industrial  arts,  such  as  agriculture,  me- 
ebanics  and  engineering,  mining  and  metallurgy,  manufactures,  ar- 
chitecture and  commerce,  in  such  branches  included  in  the  College 
of  Letters  as  shall  be  necessary  to  a  proper  fitne80  of  the  pupils  in 
the  scientific  and  practical  courses  for  thnr  chosen  pursuits,  and  in 
military  tactics;  and  as  soon  as  the  income  of  the  University  will 
allow,  in' such  order  as  the  wants  of  the  public  shall  seem  to  require, 
the  said  courses  in  the  sciences  and  their  application  to  the  practical 
arts,  shall  be  expanded  into  distinct  colleges  of  the  University,  each 
with  its  own  faculty  and  appropriate  title/' 

That  this  department  of  the  University  will  require  time  for  its 
full  development  must  be  apparent.     Men  of  science  and  reputation 
cannot  readily  be  obtained.     They  generally*  prefer  to  remain  where 
they  have  made  their  reputation,  and  if  circumstances  compel  them 
to  change  their  location,  they  have  liberal  offers  in  abundance.     For 
racst  of  the   scientific   schools   now.  springing   up  in  the  country, 
young  men  must  be  taken  who  have  a  reputation  to  make.     The 
most  difficult  places  to  fill  satisfactorily  are  the  Professorships  of 
Agriculture.     There  are  but  few  men  in  the  Qountry  fitted  for  such 
a  position,  most  of  those  fitted  for  it  will  not  accept  it,  so  that  the 
available  men  are  in  great  demand.     For  this  place  in  the  University 
we  must  have  a  man  of  undoubted  scientific  ability  with  a  practical 
knowledge   of  Agriculture.     The  history   of  all   the    agricultural 
schools  in  this  country  and  in  Europe  shows  that  they  are  the  most 
difficult  schools  to  sustain.     Nothing  but  the  highest  talent  and  en- 
thusiasm on  the  part  of  the  Professors  will  save  the  Agricultural 
Colleges  now  in  process   of  organization  from  being  miserable  fail- 
ures.    In  the  west  land  is  so  productive  and  so  cheap  that  there  b 
less  inducement  to  study  agriculture  than  in  portions  of  the  country 
where  land  is  dear  and  produce  commands  a  high  price.     The  Agri- 
cultural Colleges  in  the  west  will  need  more  careful  management 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  country.     It  must  be  their  work  to 
show  that  farming  is  connected   with   many  of  the  most  interesting 
problems  in  science,  so  that  if  rightly  pursued  it  demands  high  intel- 
lectual training  as  well  as  strength    of  arm.     They   must   save  the 
country  from  loss  by  pointing  out  the  means  of  preserving  the  fer- 
tility of  the  soil,  and  they  must  add  to  its  wealth  by  showing  im- 
proved methods  of  cultivation,  and  by  originating  new  varieties  of 
plants  better  fitted  than  those  we  now  have  for  the  soil  and  climate 
of  each  state.*    It  will  be  a  work  of  years  for  the  Agricultural  Col- 
leges to  make  their  influence  felt  as  they  ought.     In  the  mean  time 
we  must  not  only  give  all  the  facilities  for  instruction  in  this  science 
which  young  men  will  avail  themselves  of,  but  be  sure,  by  a  steady 
and  healthy  growth,  to  create  a  demand  for  the  most  ample  provision 
which  the  gift  from  Congress  will  enable  us  to  make. 

It  is  confidently  expected  that  the  Regents  will  be  able,  the  com- 
ing winter,  to  fill  the  chair  of  Agriculture  in  a  manner  that  shall 
give  the  highest  guarantees  of  success  and  the  department  of  Agri- 
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culture  will  then  take  its  rank  in  the  Universitj  as  a  distinct  Col- 
lege. If  they  arc  unable  to  do  tbis,  the  President  will  himself  ab- 
Bume  the  duties  of  this  Professorship,  until  the  chair  can  be  filled 
in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

The  course  of  study  required  in  the  College  of  Arts  is  ample  for 
a  general  scientific  education,  as  a  foundation  for  the  special  scien- 
tific study  and  investigation  which  will  be  provided  for  .in  the  col- 
leges of  special  science,  and  in  a  more  general  way  in  the  Post- 
graduate course.  The  facilities  in  all.  the  special  departments  will 
be  increased  just  as  fast  as  there  is  a  demand  for  them. 

The  Preparatory  Department  is  not  required  by  law,  but  seems 
to  be  indispensable  to  the  University  at  the  present  time.  It  is 
designed  mainly  for  the  preparation  of  young  men  for  the  College 
classes.  The  principal  studies  are  English  Grammar,  Geography, 
Arithmetic,  Algebra,  Geometry,  and  Latin  and  Greek,  so  far  as 
these  two  languages  are  required  for  entering  the  College  of  Let- 
ters. Instruction  is  also  given  during  the  entire  course,  in  Elocu- 
tion, Reading  and  Orthography.  The  full  course  requires  three 
years,  but  students  can  enter  in  advance  on  examination,  and  the 
classes  are  so  arranged  that  those  who  desire  to  complete  the  classi- 
cal course  in  two  years  can  do  so,  and  those  who  wish  to  pursue 
English  branches  alone,  are  well  provided  for.  Students  can  enter 
the  University  at  any  time  and  select  any  three  studies  taught  that 
term,  in  either  of  the  colleges  or  in  the  preparatory  department. 
They  are  classed  as  University  studentt,  in  distinction  from  those  in 
the  regular  classes. 

The  Department  for  young  ladies  under  the  re-organization,  really 
constitutes  a  distinct  college,  in  which  they' are  admitted  to  all  the 
advantages  of  University  education.  The  rooms  assigned  to  them 
and  the  Boarding  House  are  under  the  immediate  care  of  the  Pre- 
ceptress and  her  associate  teachers ;  but  instruction  is  given  to  the 
classes  by  the  President  and  all  the  Professors  of  the  University. 
The  students  may  also  attend  all  University  lectures.  In  addition 
to  the  course  of  study  prescribed  for  graduation,  they  may  select  any 
study  in  the  College  of  Arts  or  of  Letters. 

There  are  the  present  term,  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  students 
in  the  Preparatory  and  College  classes.  The  number  of  young 
ladies  is  eighty-eight. 

It  will  require  three  or  four  years  to  bring  all  the  departments  of 
instruction  provided  for  in  the  re-organization  into  good  working 
order.  Departments  cannot  have  a  fall  trial  until  a  fair  number  of 
students  can  be  properly  fitted  to  enter  them.  It  will  then  be 
known  whether  the  plan  is  adapted  to  the  public  wants  and  whether 
it  is  carried  out  with  the  skill  and  energy  required  to  put  the  Uni- 
yersity  among  those  of  the  first  rank.  There  are  other  excellent 
Colleges  and  Universities  in  the  state  that  must  ^row  with  it.  We 
cannot  expect  the  same  sort  of  growth  as  would  occur  in  a  state 
where  all  institutions  fire  made  of  little  importance  compared  with 
state  University.     The  Normal  Schools  will  .undoubtedly  for  a  time 


Digitized  by 


Google 


177 

dimiDish  its  numbers,  but  if  tbe  educational  machinery  of  the  state 
works  as  it  ought,  the  increased  interest  in  education  will  soon  give 
work  enough  for  all. 

Few  young  men  can  withstand  the  inducements  offered  in  active 
life  for  money  making,  to  give  themsolvos  for  years  to  hard  study 
in  order  to  secure  that  training  of  mind  and  accurate  knowledge  of 
science  that  shall  fit  them  for  original  investigations  It  is  best 
that  most  men  should  content  themselves  with  so  much  of  science  as 
can  now  be  made  available  in  the  different  business  pursuits  of  life. 
This  is  what  is  termed  a  prartical  education.  Some  young  men 
must  be  induced  to  go  beyond  this  point  and  have  the  mems  of  do- 
ing so,  or  there  is  an  end  to  progress  Tlie  present  practical  age  is 
what  t  is  because  some  men  had  the  courage  to  advance  far  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  practical  education  of  former  times.  Tbe  greatest 
improvements  in  our  times  have  sprung  from  what  seemed  to  be 
useless  experiments  and  investigations  a  century  ago.  The  next 
generation  will  without  doubt  be  reaping  benefits  from  scien'ific  in- 
vestigations that  for  the  present  are  apparently  without  practical 
value.  While,  there/ore,  it  is  the  object  cf  this  Utiiversity  to  give 
a  practical  education,  it  would  be  unworthy  of  the  State  if  it  con- 
fined its  work  to  doing  this  aloae.  It.  must  advance  every  year, 
doing  the  common  work  of  education  in  a  thorough  manner,  it  must 
also  encourage  and  direct  those  who  have  the  time  and  inclination 
to  push  far  beyond  the  ordinary  college  courses. 

There  seems  to  be  a  demand  for  a  Law  So'aool  in  connection  with 
the  Univer  ity.  The  city  of  Marlison  offers  peculiar  facilities  for 
carrying  on  such  a  Professional  school.  Many  of  the  Alumni  of 
the  University  are  already  taking  prominent  place«  at  the  bar.  As 
soon  as  some  of  the  more  pressing  wants  of  the  University  arc  cared 
for,  an  effort  will  be  made  to  orj^anize  a  department  of  law.  It 
would  seem  from  the  applications  made  that  thi.s  should  be  estab- 
lished as  soon  as  the  agricultural  department  is  well  provided  for. 
Very  truly  yours, 

P.  A.  CHADBOURNE. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Wiscomin  Female  College,  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  lb97. 

1.  Corporate   name  of  the  institution,   "WiBconsin  Female  Col- 
lege."  . 

2.  Name  of  the  place  where  the  institution  is  located,  Fox  Lake. 

3.  Year  when  the  institution  was  founded,  on  its  present  basis, 
1863. 


Names  of  Teachers. 


Departments  of  Instruction.  Salaries. 


MiesCar'c  A.Bodgt)     Ass. 
Wips  M.  A.  Growellj"  Prin. 

Miss  Alvira  L.  Stevens 

Miss  Sarah  G.  Uowe 

Miss  Annie  P.  Sewell 

Miss  Emma  L.  Johnston . . . 


No  Departments  formed j       - '  * 


I         200  iH) 

20')  GO 

I         2uO  (M) 

Music i  ^■V  F,':"^ 

Ion  tuition. 


The  teachers  receive  the  above  salaries  over  and  above  their  board  and  use 
of  rooms  in  the  building  of  the  College. 

Male.    Female. 

4.  Total  number  who  have  graduated 11 

6.  Number  who  graduated  at  last  commencement » 2 

6.  Number  of  students  in  the  Senior  CIhss 2 

7.  Number  of  students  in  the  Middle  Class « 5 

8.  Number  of  students  in  the  Junior  Class 4 

0.  Number  of  students  in  the  Preparatory  Department 107 


10.  Number  of  acres  of  land   owned  by  the   institution, 

none  but  the  site  of  the  College  building. 

11.  Estimate  cash  val::e  of  land  owned  by  the  institution 

12.  Estimated  cash  value  of  buildings  owned  by  the  institution. .  ^25,(  0<J  00 

13.  Amount  of  endowments  and  funds  except  real  estate None 

14    Amount  of  income  for  the  current  year  from  all  soyrces  ex- 
cept tuition 5,116  38 

16.  Amount  received  for  tuition  the  current  year 2,516  82 

16.  Rates  of  tuition  in  Collegiate  department  per  annum,  not  in- 

cluding board,  $20,  boarders,  |26,  day  scholars. 

17.  Rates  of  tuition  in  Preparatory  dopartment  per  annum,  not 

including  board,  |20,  boarders,  $26,  day  scholars. 

18.  Amount  paid  on  account  of  expenses  of  the  institution,  ex- 

clusive of  building  and  repairs,  during  the  year  ending 

August  81,  1867 " '^    


JASON  DOWNER, 
President  of  Board  of  Trustees 
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Since  the  preceding  table  was  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  reports 
have  been  received  from  Tafton  and  Marshall  academics,  of  which 
a  brief  abstract  follows  : 

Tafton  academy  is  located  at  Bloomington,  Grant  Co.  It  was 
founded  in  1668,  had  67  students  in  all  departments  during  the  past 
year,  and  Ilev.  M,  M,  Brown  is  the  principal. 

Marshall  academy  is  located  at  Marshall^  Dane  county.  It  was 
organized  in  18G4,  opened  in  1867;  had  131  students  during  the 
year ;  Kev.  J.  J.  Molntire  is  the  principal 


Communication  from  Rev.  Henry  Golman, 

Clinton,  Wis.,  Deo.  19,  l^67. 
'•^^  • 
Hon.  John  G.  MoMynn,  : 

*     !^ 
Sup^t  of  Pahlic  Instruction, 

Madison,  Wis.   , 

My  Dear  Sib  : — I  have  the  honoFi.of  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of 
the  18th  inst.,  in  which  you-  request  me  to  present  some  plau  by 
which  some  suggestions  offered  by  me  in  a  communication  of  Sept. 
2lBt,  may  become  practicable. 

I  regret  there  is  so  little  time  at  my  command,  before  the  sending 
of  your  annual  report  to  the  printers-,  and  that  I  hfive  not  at  hand 
the  laws  of  the  state  of  New  York  on  this  subject. 

It  occurs  to  me  however  tha4r,  as  1%. would  be  unjust  to  tax  those 
districts  supporting  graded  schools  ^or  the  aid  of  others,  that  this 
bounty  of  the  state  should  be  extended  to  all  schools  of  an  academic 
grade,  whether  chartered  or  public.  Such  bounty  would  not  only 
give  the  much  needed  aid  to  seminaries  asd  academies,  but  also  en* 
courage  weak  districts  to  establish  schools  of  a  high  grade,  and  thus 
doubly  promote  the  interests  of  higher  learning. 

To  be  more  definite, — 

First.  Suppose  the  legislature  to  levy  a  tax  of  one-fifth  of  a  mill  on 
a  dollar,  or  to  set  asido  certain  proceeds  of  ^e  swamp  lands  as  an 
academic  educational  fund. 

Second.  Let  the  Supmntendeut  of, Public  Instruction  distrib> 
ute,  pro  rata,  any  monies  thus  appropriated,  among  the  ^rac^ec?  pub- 
lic schools  and  the  chartered  institutions  of  learning,  except  the 
State  University  and  Noimal  Schools  which  are  already  provided 
for,  according  to  certain  specified  provisions.       I 

Third.  Let  any  such  schools,  complying  with  •all  laws  pertaining 
to  them,  receive  from  said  fund  according  to  the  actual  attendance 
of  those  students  pursuing,  at  the  same,  at  least  two  academic  stud- 
ies ;  provided  no  such  students  be  charged  by  the  school  at  a  higher 
rate  than  $25  per  annum  for  tuition  and  public  rooms. 
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Fourth.     Let  the  followiDg  be  declared  academic  studies  : 

1.  Language :  Advanced  English  Grammar,  some  work  on 
English  Com  position,  English  Literature,  EhetoriCi  Grerman, 
French,  and  all  the  Latin  and  Greek  required  for  entering  the 
Freshman  Glass  of  the  State  University. 

2.  Mathematics  :  Higher  Arithmetic,  Algrebra,  Geometery  and 
Trigonometry. 

3.  Commercial :  Book  Keeping,  Commercial  Arithemetic  and 
Commercial  Law. 

4.  Physical  Science  :  Physical  Geography,  Philosophy,  Chemis- 
try, Physiology,  Botany  and  Zoology. 

•  5.  Miscellaneous  :  History,  Universal  and  of  the  United  States, 
Science  of  Government,  Evidences  of  Christianity  and  Natural 
Theology. 

Fifth,  Each  school  desiring  to  share  the  benefits  of  this  law 
shall  signify  such  desire  through  itH  principal  or  school  officers  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  January  of  each  year,  and  in  addition  to  all  other  reports  re- 
quired by  law,  shall  make  to  the  same  officers  the  following  report 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September  of  each  year  : 

1.  The  whole  number  of  academic  students  in  attendance  dar- 
ing the  academic  year  preceding  the  date  of  the  report. 

2.  The  actual  average  daily  attendance  of  these. 

8.     The  whole  number  of  months  of  20  days  each  that  such  stu- 
dents have  been  in  attendance. 
4.     That  all  the  requirements  of  the  law  have  beenlnet. 
The  whole  to  be  certified  to,   upon  oath,  by  the  principal  of  the 
school. 

Sixth,  Let  ho  agent  be  appointed  lest  the  expenses  eat  up  the 
larger  part  of  the  fund. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.   COLMAN. 
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TEOCEEDIi^GS  OF  STATE  CO^VE^^TIOK 

OF  COUNTY  AND  CITY  SUPERINTENDENTS,  UELD  AT  LA 
CROSSE,  JULY  24,  ISet 


Pursuant  to  call,  the  City  and  County  Superintendents  of  "Wis- 
consin met  at  Singers'  Hall,  in  La  Crosse,  at  3  o'clock  P.  M  ,  Jiily 
23d,  18G7.  The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  State  Su- 
perintendent, Hon.  J.  G.  McMynn. 

On  motion,  Superintendent  McMynn  was  elected  Chairman,  and 
N.  E.  Goldthwait,  Secretary. 

A  business  committee  of  throe  was  appointed  by  the  chair,  con- 
sisting of  Superintendents  Stearns,  Cundall  and  Munger. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  following  Superintendents  answered 
to  their  names  : 

State  Superintendent — J.  G.  McMynn. 

AsitBtant  State  Superintendent — A.  J.  tJraig. 

County  Superintendent fi — D  W.  Rosenkrans,  of  Columbia  ;  P. 
I.  Adams,  of  Crawford;  0.  0.  Stearns  and  N.  E.  Goldthwait,  of 
Dane  ;  Lorenzo  Merrill,  of  Dodge  ;  L  N.  Cundall,  of  Fond  du  Lac; 
D.  Gray  Purman,  of  Grant;  J.  E.  Atwater,  of  La  Crosse;  Jas. 
F.  Devine,  of  Milwaukee  ;  Geo.  D.  Stevens,  of  Richland  ;  J.  L 
Foot,  of  Rock  ;  L  N.  Stewart,  of  Waukesha ;  J.  E.  Munger,  of 
Winnebago ;  A.  H.  Weld,  of  St.  Croix ;  A.  Kidder,»  of  Eau 
Claire. 

City  Superintendents — F.  C.  Pomeroy,  of  Milwaukee ;  B.  M. 
Reynolds,  of  Madison  ;  S.  D.  Gaylord,  of  Sheboygan ;  0.  R. 
Smith,  of  Janesville ;  J.  E.  Atwater,  of  La  Crosse. 

On  motion  of  Superintendent  Purpian  the  topics  reported  by  the 
business  committee  were  referred  to  sub-committees,  as  follows  : 

1.  Lectures  in  the  School  Districts — Cundall,  Purman,  Weld 
and  Adams 

2.  Teacliers*  Imtitutes — Goldthwait  and  Devine. 

3.  Method  of  Visiting  Schools — Purman,  Merrill  and  Smith. 

4.  Town  Libraries — Atwater,  Gaylord  and  Kidder. 

5.  Method  of  Examininy  Teachers — Pomeroy,  Munger  and  Weld. 

6.  Text  Books — Rosenkrans,  Smith  and  Foot. 

7.  AEeans  of  Increasing  Liter  est  among  Parents — Gaylord  and 
Cundall. 

8.  Erection  of  School-houses — Manger  aad  Craig. 
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9.    Unifomnty  of  ScJiool-reporttt — Stewart  and  Goldthwait 

10.  J ndor Bill g  and  Renewing  Certificates — Srearns  and  Pomcroy. 

11.  County  Tfacher.^^  Associations — Reynolds  and  Stewart. 

12.  Wants  of  Primary  Classes  in  our  JSihools — Roscnkrans  and 
Pomeroy. 

Pending  the  report  of  committees,  Superintendent  McMynn  called 
Sufierintendent  Stearns  to  the  chair,  and  offered  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 

Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommrnd  to  each  County  Superin- 
tendent to  edit  an  aducational  column  in  the  leading  paper  in  his 
county,  and  to  use  all  proper  effort  to  secure  the  publication  of 
'articles  relating  to  education,  either  original  or  selected,  in  all  news- 
papers circulating  among  the  people  and  teachers  under  his  jurisdic- 
tion. 

Referred  to  business  committee. 

Resolved,  That  in  conducting  the  examination  of  teachers,  the 
County  Superintendent  should  attach  such  importance  to  an  ae- 
quaintance  with  the  principles  of  writing  as  to  secure  for  this  branch 
greater  attention  in  our  public  schools,  and  that  the  neatness  and 
taste  shown  in  the  arrangement  of  work  upon  the  blaekbf)ard  or 
upon  the  examination  papers,  should  be  considered  in  granting  cer- 
tificates. 

Referred  to  committee  on  method  of  examination  of  teachers  : 

Whereas,  Libraries  are  an  e0icient  means  of  disseminating  use- 
ful knowledge  among  the  people,  therefore, 

Rt  solved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention,  it  is  the  duty 
of  thcLcgisJatuie  to  provide  : 

1.  For  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  charged 
with  the  duty  of  scclecting  appropriate  books,  and  making  arrange- 
ments for  their  distribution  to  the  different  towns,  villages  and  cities 
of  the  State 

"2.  For  a  Town  Library  Committee  to  have  charge  of  the  town 
library,  under  such  provision  of  law  as  will  make  it  available  to  the 
people  for  reading  purposes,  and  secure  it  from  loss  or  unnecessary 
damage. 

3.  For  the  appropriation  of  the  money  already  raised  by  tax  for 
library  purposes  and  the  use  of  not  exceeding  ten  per  cent,  of  the 
income  of  the  School  Fund. 

4.  For  the  sale  of  books  to  towns  at  one  half  the  cost  price  of  the 
same. 

Laid  on  the  table  for  further  action. 

Rcsolvedf  That  the  publication  of  reports  of  schools,  in  the  vari- 
ous counties  of  the  State,  is  so  beneficial  in  every  respect,  that  we 
m»)sc  earnestly  recommend  to  every  County  Superintendent  to  re- 
quire of  every  teacher  a  monthly  statement  showing — at  least  : 
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1st.  The  number  of  persons,  male  and  female,  designated  separ- 
atly,  over  four  and  under  twenty  years,  residing  in  his  district  on 
the  31  St  of  Au^Tust  preceding  such  report. 

2d.  The  number  of  persons,  male  and  female,  designated  separa- 
tely, registered,  since  the  same  date.  , 

od.  The  number  of  members  of  the  school  at  the  date  of  making 
the  report. 

4th.  The  average  daily  attendance  for  the  time  covered  by  the 
report. 

5th.  The  per  centage  of  each  of  the  last  three  items,  of  the  whole 
number  over  four  and  under  twenty  years  of  age  resiling  in  the 
district  at  the  close  of  the  last  school  year. 

Hcferred  to  committee  on  uniformity  and  definiteness  of  school 
reports. 

Superintendent  Kidder,  of  Eau  Claire,  offered  the  following  res- 
olution : 

Resolved,  That  the  amendment  of  the  school  code  the  past  winter 
is  working  injustice  to  many  districts  and  to  the  school  interests  in 
our  frontier  towns,  by  restricting  any  school  district'from  more  ter- 
ritory than  six  miles  square. 

Kef  erred  to  Superintendents  Kidder  and  Weld. 

Superintendent  McMynn  offered  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  the  County  Superintendents  of  Wisconsin  assem- 
bled in  convention,  desire  to  expri*ss  their  gratification  on  account 
of  the  recent  legislation  by  Congress,  whereby  a  Bureku  of  Educa- 
tion has  been  organized,  and'a  gentleman  placed  at  its  head  in  whose 
ability  we  all  feel  great  confidence,  and  for  whose  character  wo  cher- 
ish great  respect. 

After  stirring  remarks  by  the  mover,  the  resolution  was  unani- 
monsly  adopted. 

Reports  upon  the  condition  of  public  schools  having  been  called 
for.  Superintendents  Stevens  and  G-oldthwaite,  of  Dane,  Merrill,  of 
Dodge,  Kidder  of  Eau  Claire,  and  Reynolds,  of  the  city  of  Madi- 
son, rpeorted  for  their  several  districts,  giving  encouraging  accounts 
of  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  schools  under  their  charge. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  "County  Teachers'  Associations'* 
was  presented  by  Superintendent  Stewart,  and  read  as  follows: 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion 

Ist.  That  Teachers'  Associations  should  be  held  as  often  as  once 
in  six  months. 

2d  That  the  exercises  .of  such  meetings  should  consist  of  sugges- 
tions from  the  County  Superintendent,  derived  from  his  observations 
while  visiting  schools,  and  discussion  on  these  and  subjects  wholly 
practical  in  their  bearing  on  the  every  day  work  in  the  school-room. 

3d.  These  meetings  should  be  as  informal  as  is  consistent  with 
the  purpose  to  be  accomplished. 
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4th.  That  the  sessioDS  should  be  short,  and  held  in  different  parts 
of  the  county ;  they  should  be  for  conference^  not  merely  to  give 
iosti notion  in  certain  branches. 

6th.  An  evening  lecture  by  the  County  Superintendent,  or  other 
suitable  persons  might  opon  the  sessions. 

B.  M.  REYNOLDS, 
I.  N.  STEWART, 

Committee, 

After  discussion  by  Gaylor'd,  Stewart,  and  Reynolds,  the  report 
was  adopted. 

The  chair  called  upon  the  Hon.  J.  L.  Pickard,  of  Chicago,  for 
some  remarks  at  this  stage  of  the  meeting.  He  spoke  of  grett  re- 
sults from  small  associations.  A  few  fired  with  zeal  may  arouse 
others  to  action.  Also  the  more  informal  the  meeting  the  more  im- 
portant the  results.  Let  these  associations  be  held  in  the  most 
destitute  parts  of  the  country.  Ho  spoke  in  feeling  terms  of  old 
associations  thronging  his  memory  as  a  result  of  his  visit  among  old 
friends  and  co-workers. 

Adjourned  to  8  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  Wednesday. 


WEDNESDAY   MORNING   SESSION. 

The  convention  met  at  8  A.  M.  The  roll  wa^  called  and  the  fol- 
lowing additional  Superintendents  responded  :  Rich,  of  Adams, 
Kidder,  of  fiau  Claire,  Parks,  of  Iowa,,  Allen,  of  Vernon. 

Superintendent  Stearns,  chairman  of  committee  on  ^'endorsing 
and  renewing  certificates"  reported  : 

1.  In  regard  to  endorsing  certificates,  your  committee  can  hardly 
regard  it  as  an  open  question,  inasmuch  as  the  State  Superintendeat 
has  uniformly  decided  that  such  endorsement  is  not  legal  or  valid. 
We  see  no  good  reason  to  dissent  from  that  opinion. 

2.  Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  renewing  of  cer- 
tificates should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Superintendents. 

0.  E.  STEARNS, 
F.  C.  POMEROY. 

Committee* 

Supt.  MoMynn  made  some  remarks  on  the  importance  of  this 
subject,  suggesting  that  a  renewal  of  First  Grade  Certificates  would 
stimulate  more  teachers  to  apply  for  the  highest  grade. 

Supt.  Stewart  stated  the  practice  in  his  county  was  never  to  re- 
new certificates. 

Supt.  Stearns  stated  he  uniformly  required  the  examination  pa- 
papers  of  applicants  examined  in  other  counties 

Supt.  Merrill  stated  that  he  endorsed  any  certificates  given  within 
a  year. 

Report  adopted. 
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Supt  Foote  stated  in  reply  toTark,  that  it  was  not  his  practice  to 
renew  or  intlcrse. 

Letters  were  read  from  the  following  Superintendents,  not  pres- 
ent, expressing  their  interest  in  the  object  of  the  convention  : 

Hanan,  of  Pepin  ;  Coombs,  of  Racine;  Ellsworth,  of  Green  Bay 
City ;  Regenfuss,  of  Washington ;  Jennings,  of  La  Fayette ; 
Briggs,  of  Kenosha ;  Kenyon,  of  Juneau ;  Lucas,  of  Dunn ; 
Bright,  of  Walworth  ;  Crandall,  of  Sauk,  and  Gannon,  of  Ozaukee. 

Adjourned  to  11  1-4  o*clock,  to  attend  the  Teachers'  Association* 

At  11:15  A.  M.,  meeting  called  t^  order  be  the  President.  A 
motion  to  adjourn  to  Milwaukee  at  a  future  day,  after  full  discussion, 
was  tabled.  The  committee  on  Primary  Schools  submitted  a  report 
which  after  some  discussion  was  recommitted 

Supt.  Purman  offered  a  report  on  methods  of  visiting  schools. 
This  subject  was  earnestly  discussed  by  Superintendents  Kidder, 
Rosenkrans,  Reynolds,  Cundall,  Stewart  and  McMynn.  Ponding 
discussion,  a  statement  was  made  in  explanation  bv  Supt.  Pomeroy, 
from  the  committee  on  **  Methods  of  Examining  Teachers." 

The  convention  then  adjourned  to  4  o'clock  P.  M. 


Wednesday,  July  24 — i  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order. 

Supt.  Purman  was  called  on  to  read  his  report  on  **  Methods  of 
visiting  schools."  After  discussion  the  report  was  adopted  as  fol* 
lows  : 

Your  committee  on  **  Method  of  Visiting  Schools,"  beg  leave  to 
report : 

That,  whilst  we  believe  it  is  difficult  to  recommend  any  one  meth- 
od of  visiting  schools  in  preference  to  all  others,  and  that  the  eir- 
oumstances  of  the  case  must  determine  the  mode  of  the  visit,  we 
would  recommend  that  in  all  cases  where  it  is  practicable,  the  School 
Board  and  other  patrons  of  the  school  should  be  in  attendance,  and 
where  the  School  Board  are  not  in  attendance,  the  County  Superin- 
tendent should,  in  writing,  call  their  attention  to  the  condition  of 
the  school,  and  point  out  imperfections  in  the  school-house,  its  ap- 
purtenances, its  grounds  and  its  out-houses  ;  that  classes  should  be 
exp  mined  critically  or  silently  listened  to,  as  conducted  by  teach- 
ers, as  the  case  may  seem  to  demand,  and  that  the  teachers  should 
be  informed  in  writing  or  otherwise  of  any  defects  in  government 
or  modes  of  recitation,  as  well  as  any  excellencies  discovered  therein, 
etc  ;  and  that  these  visits  should  be  made  as  near  the  beginning  of 
the  school  term,  and  for  as  long  a  time  as  the  number  of  schools 
under  the  supervision  of  each  Superintendent  will  permit ;  and  that 
the  results  of  such  visits  should  be  given  in  the  county  newspapers ; 
and  further,  that  new  and  inexperienced  teachers  should  be  the  first 
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to  receive  tbeae  visits ;  and  tliat   these  visits  should  nsaally  be 
made  without  previous  information  being  given  to  the  teacher. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  ORAY  PURMAN, 
LORENZO  MERRILL, 
0.  R.  SMITH. 

The  report  on  Primary  Schools  was  read  and  adopted,  as  follows : 

Tour  committee  nubmit  that  the  object  of  sending  little  children 
to  school  is  not  that  they  may  sit  on  a  bench  and  say  the  alphabet 
two  or  four  times  a  day,  nor  yet  that  they  may  be  out  of  the  way  of 
their  mothers  at  home. 

As  all  future  men  and  women  must  pass  through  childhood,  and 
as  their  wisdom  or  folly,  strength  or  weakness,  happiness  or  misery, 
depends  mainly  on  their  treatment  during  this  stage  of  existence,  it 
is  of  prime  importance  that  teachers,  parents  and  school  officers, 
should  direct  public  opinion  and  action  so  as  to  make  it  safe  to  live 
in  an  age  of  schools.  We  recommend  the  adbption  of  the  following 
resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  most  comfortable,  most  roomy,  most  airy  and 
best  furnished  school-rooms  and  the  most  healthful  circumstances 
and  arrangements,  instead  of  being  reserved  for  intermediatie  and 
higher  schools  should  be  furnished  for  the  primary  department. 

Resolved,  That  children  under  nine  years  of  age  will  not  only 
make  better  proficiency  in  learning  in  three  hours  school  a  day,  than 
in  six  or  seven,  but  will  stand  a  better  chance  to  ^acquire  and  retain 
those  indispensable  bodily  energies  which  will  enable  them  to  work 
their  way  in  after  life.  But  when  we  shall  reach  the  time  that 
school  houses  and  grounds  shall  be  furnished  with  the  conveniences 
of  comfortable  homes,  and  our  teachers,  so  well  acquainted  with  the 
laws  which  govern  the  growth,  health  and  development  of  the  young 
that  they  can  blend  or  diversify  the  physical  and  mental  exercises 
of  their  pupils,  and  arrange  instruction,  study,  recreation  and  rest 
for  their  several  classes  according  to  the  nocds  of  their  nature,  we 
may  then  safely  and  properly  hold  school  for  primary  scholars,  seven 
or  ten  hours  a  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  small  scholars  in  all  our  common  schools 
should  learn  to  write  and  count  while  they  are  learning  to  read,  and 
at  the  same  time,  by  means  of  maps  and  oral  instruction  attain  a 
knowledge  i.f  the  principal  truths  of  physiology  and  the  laws  of 
health,  as  well  as  of  geography  ;  that  all  of  these  scholars  should 
participate  in  a  regular  course  of  slate  exercises,  and  also  bo  daily 
exercised  at  the  blackboard,  and  that  the  plea  of  waAt  of  time  to  at- 
tend to  these  things  on  the  part  of  teachers  is  simply  a  confession 
of  ignorance  of  the  art  of  teaching. 

Resolved,  That  a  proper  number  of  the  seats  and  desks  in  country 
school-houses  should  bo  suitably  arranged  for  the  use  of  small  child- 
ren, and  where  this  has  not  been  done,  the  County  Superintendent 
should  advise  and  direct  the  rearrangement. 
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Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  convention  be  instracted 
to  memorialize  the  Legislature,  at  its  next  session,  for  the  passage  of 
an  act  requiiing  that  all  teachers  of  primary  bohools  shall  be  exam* 
ined  in  physiology  and  the  laws  of  health 

D.  W.  ROSENKRANS, 
F.  C.  POMKROY, 

Committee, 
On  motion  of  Sup't  Rosenkrans,  a  comTittee   on  *' salaries  of 
school  officers"  was  appointed  by  the  chair,  consisting  of  Rosenkrans, 
Foote  and  Stewart. 

The  following  resolution  was  presented  by  Superintendent  Foote 
and  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  in  our  opinion  five  days  of  school  in  one  week  are 
of  more  value  than  a  greater  number,  and  that  the  practice  of 
teaching  on  Saturdays  in  the  district  schools  should  be  discounte- 
nanced. 

Superintendent  Munger  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted : 

The  committee  to  which  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  report 
of  the  business  committee  relating  to  school  houses,  would  respect- 
fully report,  that  the  school  houses  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  dis- 
tricts in  their  earlier  organization,  are  by  no  means  fit  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  these  same  districts  now  that  they  have  become 
more  populous  and  wealthy  :     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  care  bestowed  upon  the  more 
obvious  duties  of  County  Superintendents,  the  erection  of  commo- 
dious, well  ventilated,  and  duly  furnished  school  houses  should 
receive  the  earnest  attention  of  all  school  officers. 

Resolved,  That  no  part  of  the  Superintendent's  time  can  bo  more 
profitably  employed  than  in  recommending  suitable  plans  for  school 
buildings,  the  proper  improvement  in  desks,  blackboards  and  appur- 
tenances, as  well  as  beautifying  school  sites  with  shade  trees  and 
suitable  shrubbery. 

J.  E   MUNGER, 
'      A.  J.  CRAIG, 

Committee. 

Superintendent  Goldthwait  offered  the  following,  which  after  dis- 
oussion,  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention  the  standing  for 
a  third  grade  certificate,  for  each  branch  of  study,  should  have,  on 
a  scale  of  ten,  a  minimum  of  six  ;  for  a  second  grade  seven  ;  fdr  a 
third  grade  eight. 

Adjourned  to  8  o'clock  A.  M.,  Thursday. 
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Thursday,  8  A.  M. 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  State  Superintendent  McMynn.  Let- 
ters were  read  from  the  following  Superintendents  not  present: 
Alban,  of  Portage  County  ;  Cummins,  of  Mineral  Point ;  TnuTston, 
of  Pierce  ;  Faircbild,  of  Oconto. 

Moved  by  Superintendent  Purman  that  the  State  Superintendent 
be  requested  to  call  the  Coutny  and  City  Superintendents'  Coven- 
tion  at  such  time  and  place  as  be  may  see  fit,  provided  that  it  be  not 
called  for  the  same  time  as  the  State  Teachers'  Association. 

Superintendent  Cundall,  from  the  Committee  on  **  Lectures  in 
School  Districts,"  presented  a  report,  which  was  adopted,  and  reads 
as  follows : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred,  the  subject  of  Popular  Lec- 
tures, would  respectfully  submit  the  following  report ; 

While  in  a  general  sense  the  importance  of  education  is  conceded 
and  acknowledged,  there  yet  remains  much  practical  disbelief  as  to 
the  proximate  or  ultimate  uses  of  knowledege.  In  every  community 
there  are  found  some  who  think  that  attention  to  schools  does  not 
pay,  not  so  much  because  the  schools  are  poor;  but  because  they  do 
not  understand  why  the  uneducated  man  is  not  as  well  off,  as  happy 
and  as  useful  as  he  would  be  if  he  were  a  graduate  of  Harvard  or 
Yale.  In  American  communities  this  number  may  not  be  large,  but 
among  the  foreign  population  every  Superintendent  sees  evidence  of 
this  in  irregular  attendance,  or  non-attendance  on  schools  and  neg- 
lect of  everything  that  pertains  to  the  school  work,  while  the  general 
element  in  communities  falls  far  below  a  due  appreciation  of  mental 
culture. 

It  is,  therefore,  necessary,  in  some  way  to  secure  a  correct  senti- 
ment on  this  subject.  No  one  has  better  facilities  for  doing  this 
than  a  county  superintendent  of  sc]iools,  and  a  well  directed  effort  in 
this  line  brings  quick  and  ample  remuneration.  The  labors  of  every 
iuperintendent  furnish  arguments  for  use,  and  such  as  can  be  used 
with  effect. 

After  the  school  day  is  over,  the  superintendent  away  from  home 
can,  without  a  ver^  great  extra  tax  on  his  energies,  devote  at  least 
an  occasional  evening  to  frank,  free  discussion  with  tie  people  where 
he  happens  to  be,  or  arranges  to  be.  It  is  difficult  to  discuss  any 
topic  on  which  his  mind  will  be  likely  to  rest  without  incidentally 
bringing  out  much  material  which  will  serve  to  set  men  to  thinking 
relative  to  the  uses  and  importance  of  knowledge. 

The  people  should  be  made  and  kept  intelligent  as  to  the  peculiari- 
ties and  importance  of  our  educational  system,  its  history  and  pro- 
gress. They  should  understand  the  laws  relating  to  school  matters, 
as  well  as  the  origin,  history  and  condition  of  the  school  fund. 
They  should  know  the  facts  relative  to  attendance  upon  the  schools 
and  the  real  condition  of  the  work  done  in  the  school  room.  This 
fully  und.^rstood,  the  fact  will  naturally  occur  that  something  needs 
to  bo  done,  and  the  question,  how  to  do  it.     So  that  the  removal  of 
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difficulties  will  prepare  the  way  for  the  new  work.  The  people  are 
easily  accessible.  They  are  generally  pleased  to  see  their  officers  or 
servants,  and  reciprocate  any  appearance  of  attenticn,  and  especially 
of  labor  for  or  interest  in  their  children.  While  facts  and  incidents 
drawn  from  the  country  itself,  which  can  be  found  to  illustrate  every 
conceivable  point,  will  have  a  force  and  interest  to  them  which  could 
not  be  elicited  by  abstract  statements,  peculiar  advantages  are 
afforded  for  communicating  information  relative  to  improvements, 
especiaUy  in  the  buildings  and  grounds ;  that  the  place  be  regarded 
as  a  home,  fitted  up,  every  part  of  it  to  elevate,  ennoble  and  refine. 
Probably  erudite  discussions  may  not  be  often  called  for,  but  facts 
and  incidents  which  are  in  the  hands  of  every  visitor  of  schools  may  • 
be  so  used  as  to  do  good,  awakening  sympathy  with  the  teacher  and 
care  for  the  training  of  the  child.  Labors  of  this  kind,  when  tried 
have  proved  successful,  and  abundant  testimony  is  given  that  the 
people  are  willing  and  eager  to  listen  to  council  on  these  subjects, 
and  that  plain  words  are  productive  of  good.  We,  therefore*  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  lectures  to  the  people,  m  school  districts,  on  such 
topics  as  are  of  general  or  special  importance,  or  needed  in  the  re- 
spective localities,  may  be  made  a  powerful  means  of  promoting  the 
interests  of  education. 

Adjourned  to  11,  A.  M. 

Thursday,  11  o'clock  A.  M. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order.  Unfinished  business  was 
called  up  and  disposed  of  as  follows  : 

The  resolution  on  **  Publishing  Educational  Matter,"  after  strik- 
ing out  the  words  '*  to  edit  an  educational  column  in  the  leading  pa- 
per in  the  county,"  was  adopted.  Resolution  on  •*  Writing"  was 
carried.  Resolution  on  **  Libraries"  was  referred  to  the  proper 
committee.  Resolution  on  "Publication  of  Report  of  Schools  in 
the  various  counties,"  passed. 

Adjourned  to  4  o'clock  P:  M. 

4  o'oLooK  p.  M. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Communications  were  read  from  the  following  Superintendents  : 
Green,  of  Green  County;  Miller,  of  Marquette;  Austin,  Wau- 
shara ;  Green,  of  Marathon  ;  Furlong,  of  Waupaca,  and  other  letters 
were  omitted  for  want  of  time. 

A  communication  from  Mr.  R.  C.  Spencer,  of  the  Milwaukee 
Commercial  College,  in  reference  to  instruction  in  penmanship,  was 
road. 

An  hour  was  occupied  by  Superintendent  McMynn,  in  answering 
questions  on  various  topics  presented  by  members  of  the  convention. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  "  Uni- 
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formity  and  definiteness  in  School  reports,"  and  **  Permanent  Comity 
Superintendent  Records,"  to  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  consisting  of  Snpts.  Munger,  Can- 
dall  and  Weed  are  hereby  appointed  to  consider  waya  and  means  by 
T^hich  to  increase  the  school  fund  of  the  State,  and  .be  directed  to 
report  at  the  next  meeting.     Adopted. 

Moved  that  the  State  Superintendent  mention  further  topics  for 
discussion  in  his  call  for  the  next  convention. 

Supt.  Weld  introduced  a  series  f»f  resolutions  expressing  appre- 
ciation of  the  liberality  of  the  Legislature  and  the  interest  of  the 
Governor  in  matters  pertaining  to  education. 

Rdsolved,  That  as  citizens  of  the  state  of  Wisconsin,  and  as 
school  officers  under  the  provisions  of  its  statutes,  we  do  hereby 
most  gracefully  recognize  the  wise  and  patriotic  liberality  of  our 
Legislature  in  the  establishment  and  munificent  endowment  of  Nor- 
mal Schools,  in  the  recent  appropriation  to  the  State  University, 
and  especially  in  its  readiness  during  its  later' sessions  to  consider 
and  advise  for  the  wants  of  our  public  schools. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  to  educatioD&l 
men,  and  to  the  citizens  of  the  state,  that  our  Governor,  Lucius 
Eairchild,  has  manifested  such  sincere  interest  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation ;  and  by  his  influence  we  hope  a  new  impetus  will  be  given 
to  our  cause. 

Resolved,  That  as  Superintendents,  we  will  with  united  and 
earnest  efforts,  endeavor  to  sustain  and  support  the  State  Superin- 
tendent in  his  plans  to  advance  the  educational  interests  of  this 
state,  and  that  wo  hereby  tender  to  Hon.  J.  G.  McMyun.  and  his 
associates  in  office,  our  acknowledgements  for  their  uniform  prompt- 
ness and  courtesy  in  their  official  relations  with  us. 

The  following  resolutions  were  reported  by  the  business  commit- 
tee and  heartily  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  tender  its  thanks  to  the  La 
Crosse  Republican  and  such  other  papers  of  the  city  as  have  pub- 
lished their  pi  oceedings. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  are  due  to  the 
Congregational  Society  of  this  place  for  the  free  use  of  their  church 
during  our  session. 

The  hour  for  final  adjournment  having  arrived,  the  State  Super- 
intendent made  a  brief  closing  address,  congratulating  the  conven- 
tion on  the  harmony  and  good  feeling  that  had  prevailed  during  our 
sessions.  He  expected  the  inspiration  of  the  association  here  with 
the  teachers  and  school  officers  of  the  state,  would  go  with  him  to 
the  sterner  duties  of  his  office.  He  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
correspondence  between  the  State  and  County  Superintendents 
might  become  more  extensive,  and  result  in  greater  good  to  the  gen- 
eral interest  of  the  public  schools 

J.  G.  MoMYNN,  President. 

N.  E.  GoLDTHWAiTB,  Sccretaiy, 
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FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  SESSION 

OP  TBI* 

WISCONSm     TEACHERS'     ASSOCIATION. 


La  Cbossh,  July  23d,  1867. 

The  Association  conyened  informaUy  at  Singer's  Hall,  at  8  o'clock, 
Tuesday  evening,  and  after  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Chapin,  of  La 
Crosse,  and  music  by  the  quartette,  listened  to  a  lecture  upon  Intel- 
lectual Gymnastics  by  Rov.  H.  M.  Thompson,  of  Nashota. 

July,  24th. 

The  Association  convened  Wednesday  morning,  and  was  called  to 
order  by  the  President,  0.  M.  Baker,  of  Milwaukee,  at  a  quarter 
past  nine  o'clock.  The  association  was  warmly  welcomed  by  Hon. 
B,  F.  Montgomery,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  La  Crosse ;  re- 
n)onBe  by  the  President  of  the  association.  The  annual  address  by 
the  President  was  delivered  at  10  o'clock. 

[  PreeideDt  Baker^s  address  being  too  long  fbr  insertion  entire,  we  give  its 
principal  points,  in  order  to  abetter  understa:;  ding  of  some  of  the  proceed* 
ings  of  the  convention.] 

BB-OBGANIZATION  OV  THB'  ASSOCIATION, 

Those  of  you  who  havo  attended  the  previous  meeting8M>f  the 
BBSociation,  have  no  doubt  heard  it  remarked,  as  I  have,  that  we 
have  too  much  of  ** business"  and  "discussion,"  and  too  little  of 
those  exercises  in  which  by  far  the  largest  portion  of  those  present 
are  most  deeply  interested.  *  *  *         ♦         *         * 

Hence  is  suggested  the  propriety  of  so  re-organiziog  the  associa- 
tion as  to  give  ample  time  for  the  business  and  for  institute  instruc- 
tion, the  result  of  which  will  be  a  more  careful  consideration  of 
ideas  which  we  may  wish  embodied  in  statutes,  and  a  greater  proba- 
bility of  exerting  an  influence  upon  the  legislature  that  will*  secure 
an  embodiment.  Added  to  this  will  be  a  class  of  teachers  better 
acquainted  with  educational  means,  through  the  instruction  given  in 
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the  lectures  and  class  exercises,  and  better  cultured  in  the  use  of 
these  means,  through  the  comparison  of  methods  to  which  they  hare 
listened. 

The  plan  which  has  suggested  itself  to  me  is  to  have  two  sessions 
each  year ;  *  *  attended  by  the  leading  educators  of  the  state, 
including  principals  of  normal,  high,  grammar  and  union  schools, 
presidents  and  professors  of  universities,  colleges  and  academies. 
Here  let  all  points  having  reference  to  any  change  in  our  school 
system  be  brought  and  discussed  fully,  clearly  and  critically,  and 
the  influence  on  the  legislators^who  assemble  a  few  days  thereafter 
will  be  greatly  augmented.  ***** 

The  second  or  general  session,  as  it  may  be  called,  which  should 
be,  as  now,  attended  by  the  great  mass  of  teachers  who  come  here 
for  personal  improvement,  should  consist,  mainl^,  of  those  exer- 
cises relating  to  school  room  Work. 

COUNTY   flUPERINTBNDENTS.    , 

A  few  years  since,  as  a  result  of  the  agitation  on  the  subject, 
among  the  educators  of  the  state,  the  system  of  county  superin- 
tendcncy  was  established ;  and  although,  as  is  generally  the  case 
with  any  new  project,  it  has  not  fully  realized  our  wishes  and  ex- 
pectations, yet  in  the  increased  educational  interest  and  improve- 
ment  in  our  schools,  a  class  of  teachers  better  qualified,  better 
school  edifices,  and  improved  methods  in  discipline  and  instraotion, 
are  enough  to  encourage  us  to  persevere  and  seek  to  remedy  the 
defects  of  the  system,  while  new  vigor  is  infused  into  its  workings. 

*****  *  * 

There  exist  many  abuses  which  indeed  furnish  good  ground  for 
complaint  by  the  lovers  of  good  schools  ;  still  these  evils  are  inci- 
dental, and  if  rightly  examined  will  not  be  found  to  be  inwrought 
into  the  system,  (though  amendments  to  the  law  are  UDdoubtedly 
needed,)  but  a  direct  result  of  the  action  of  the  people — and  com- 
plimentary to  the  good  judgment  of  the  Superintendent. 

Incompetency  of  superintendents  is  urged,  and  wo  hear  teachers 
saying,  ''  I  want  no  man  to  examine  me  until  he  shall  have  first 
been  examined  by  a  State  Superintendent,  or  some  other  properly 
qualified  person." 

-Are  not  these  results  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  small  sala- 
ries paid  ? 

In  1866  the  average  salary  of  county  superintendents  in  the  state 
was  $536  per  annum.  *  *  *  »*  * 

There  must  first  exist  a  public  sentiment  that  will  pay  an  ade- 
quate salary,  and  then  the  people  may  safely  be  trusted,  and  more 
safely  than  any  one  man.  I  tell  you,  fellow-teachers,  we  now  have 
better  talent  in  these  offices  than  is  being  paid  for. 
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SCHOOL    BUILDINGS     AND   YKNTILATION. 

More  school  buildings,  we  venture  to  say,  are  being  erected  this 
year,  than  almost  any  year  previous,  and  in  many  instances  they 
are  to  be  noble  monuments  to  the  cause  for  which  they  are  erected. 
*****  *  * 

There  are  many  items  connected  with  this  subject  upon  which 
we  should  like  to  dwell,  but  tinif  forbids,  and  we  pause  only  to 
mention  the  single  matter  of  ventilation,  upon  which  there  seems 
to  be  a  culpable,  if  not  almost  a  criminal  neglect  This  is  too  late 
a  day  for  men  to  acknowledge  their  ignorance  on  this  subject.  Too 
much  agitation  has  already  been  given  to  it — too  many  books  have 
been  written  about  it.    • 

We  do  not  over  rate  th^raportance  of  this  subject — indeed  we 
think  it  is  vastly  ujider-TWed.  We  venture  the  assertion  th:it  not 
more  than  one  school  room  in  twenty,  if  indeed  there  are  twenty  in 
the  whole  state,  has  proper  facilities  for  ventilation. 

COMPULSORT    EaUCATlON. 

Annually  we  are  expending  in  this  state  nearly  eleven  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  education  of  352»004  children,  of  which 
234,205  attended  school  in  1866,  leaving  a  balance  of  117,749  un- 
provided f(»r.  Deduct  from  this  12,9hj5,  the  number  estimated  to 
have  attended  private  schools,  and  we  have  101,754.  • 

From  this,  make  the  large  allowance  of  fifty  per  centum  for  those 
who  are  at  work,  and  those  who  are  physically  unable  to  attend 
school,  and  we  have  the  number  of  52,377  not  attending  school  nor 
engaged  in  any  other  useful  occupation.  *  *  *  * 

Does  it  need  any  argument  more  than  a  statement  of  facts,  to 
pro 70  the  need  of  a  law  that  shall  bring  these  50,000  childreu  un- 
der influences  that  shall  train  them  to  be  intelligent  and  virtuous 
citizens  ? 

It  is  urged  that  it  is  not  democratic — that  it  infringes  upon  the 
liberty  of  the  citizen. 

In  what  consists  the  liberty  of  the  individual,  but  a  subordination 
to  the  general  good  ? 

Is  not  democracy  founded  on  intelligence?  Then  surely  the  high- 
er the  degree  of  culturie,  mental  and  moral,  the  purer  the  democracy 
— and  if  a  pure  democracy  is  a  desirable  form  of  government,  and  is 
most  conducive  to  the  liberty  of  the  individual,  then  surely  it  must 
be  consistent  with  personal  liberty,  and  must  be  essentially  demO' 
crdttc,  to  compel  the  oduoation  of  the  child,  that  he  may  bo  fitted 
to  contribute  and  to  enjoy  the  highest  type  of  democratic  govern- 
ment. 

EDUCATIONAL  JOURNAL. 

The  Journal  of  Education  which  was  dropped  some  two  years 
ago,  in  consequence  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  patronage  of  the  State, 
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ougbt  to  be  rc-in stated.  There  should  be  enough  energy  among  the 
8,000  teachers  of  the  state,  to  support  a  first  class  journal  as  an 
organ  of  that  body.  Its  influence  in  the  development  and  culture  of 
public  sentiment  upon  eduoation  that  would  exhibit  itself  in  improv- 
ed buildings  and  fixtures,  increased  salaries  for  teachers  and  Super- 
intendents, and  improved  methods  of  instruction,  would  repay  a 
thousand  fold  its  cost.  ,    ' 

The  dissemination  of  educational  intelligence  ought  to  be  the 
great  care  of  the  teacher,  and  is  a  prime  necessity  for  the  State, 
which  will  reap  an  abundant  reward  for  any  expenditure  it  may  in- 
cur in  the  establishment  of  an  educational  journal,  in  the  increased 
efficiency  of  district  officers  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  in 
the  greater  accuracy  of  educational  statistics. 

MBTBIO  SYSTSH. 

Your  attention  has  no  doubt  t>een  called  to  the  Metric  system  of 
weights  and  measures,  and  while  it  is  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to 
discuss  the  matter  at  any  great  length,  or  speak  of  it  in  detail,  a 
passing  notice  seems  to  be  required. 

We  must  educate  the  rising  generation  in  the  old  and  new  sys- 
tems, and  this  too,  so  thoroughly,  that  the  value  of  one  can  be  read- 
ily told  in  the  terms  of  the  other.  Then,  and  not  much  sooner,  may 
we  expect  a  complete  change. 

NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 

The  value  of  the  Normal  Schools  of  Wisconsin,  can  be  judged  as 
yet,  only  from  the  earnest  endeavors  of  those  under  whose  fostering 
care  they  have  become  a  fact.  The  wisdom  of  establishing  several 
schools  instead  of  one  may  be  questioned  in  view  of  the  sparse  popu- 
lation, the  contiguity  of  the  sites  and  the  time  necessary  to  secure  a 
uniform  instruction. 

Every  teacher  should  discourage  the  pernicious  practice  of  incor- 
porating Vk  preparatory  department  with  the  normal — an  union  often 
effected  but  disastrous  to  the  great  aim  of  the  latter,  because  the 
valuable  time  of  the  normal  instructor  is  consumed  in  imparting  the 
matter  to  be  taught,  rather  than  the  method  of  teaching  it. 

STATE    UNIVERSITY. 

We  should  hail  the  reorganization  of  the  State  University  as 
indeed  gratifying. 

Too  long  has  it  received  that  disrespect  to  which  it  has  been  en- 
titled. Too  long  has  there  been  on  the  part  of  the  people  a  lack 
of  appreciation  of  the  worth  of  a  university  that  shall  be  an  honor 
and  a  pride  of  our  Stato. 

Then  it  is  no  small  matter  of  congratulation  that  there  is  so  flut- 
tering a  prospect  of  its  awakening  from  its  fossil  lethargy  and 
taking  a  position  worthy  of  the  dignity  of  our  State. 
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Let  us  lend  a  helping  hand  in  ev^orj  effort  to  increase  its  efficiency, 
and  bid  it  Ood  speed  in  its  high  mission. 

CONCLUSION. 

Thus,  fellow  teachers,  I  have  presented  a  few  suggestion^  for 
your  consideration,  which  appear  pertinent  to  the  work  of  this 
Association.  It  is  hoped  thay  may  receive  the  attention  duo  to 
their  importance,  and  from  our  deliberations  may  result  a  remedy- 
ing of  the  evil  and  strengthening  of  good  tendencies  in  each. 

We  are  here  as  a  representative  body  of  laborers  in  the  great 
work  of  the  intellectual  improvement  of  man.  It,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, rests  with  us  to  say  how  far  we  may  succeed  in  the  furtherance 
of  this^reat  object  in  whose  interests  we  are  met,  and  what  educa- 
tional reforms  shall  trace  their  source  to  the  15th  annual  session  of 
the  Wisconsin  Teachers'  Association. 

Let  us  then  be  earnest  and  faithful  in  our  work  here,  and  tak<e 
with  us  as  we  go  hence  to  our  several  stations  in  the  educational 
field,  a  more  exalted  idea  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  those  engaged 
in  the  dignified  and  honorable  profession  of  educating  American  free- 
men. ' 

Let  us  be  true  to  the  responsibilities  of  tho  hour,  and  labor  with 
steadfast  purposes  to  giye  the  government  of  our  beloved  land,  the 
immovable  foundation  of  an  educated  people. 

The  future  is  in  our  hands.  Though  our  work  may  not  be  pro- 
perly appreciated,  and  our  compensation  may  be  small,  yet  the  time 
will  come  when  shall  be  recognized  the  power  of  the  log  school 
houses  scattered  over  onr  state,  and  the  true  worth  of  tho  school 
master  abroad. 

On  motion  of  S.  D.  Gaylord,  ot  Sheboygan,  the  President's  address 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  consisting  ot*  F.  C.  Pomcroy  and  R.  0. 
Spencer  of  Milwaukee,  and  A.  J.  Cheney  of  Delavan,  with  power 
to  appoint  sub-committees. 

C.  H.  Allen  of  Platteville,  was  elected  Treasurer  pro  tern. 

Reports  from  standing  committees  were  received. 

A  report  on  the  Spencerian  Proposition,  was  read  by  F.  C.  Pome- 
roy.     The  Association  voted  to  receive  and  place  the  same  on  file. 

S.  D.  Gaylord  submitted  a  report  upon  Re-organization  of  the 
Association  :  Committee  discharged,  and  report  referred  to  special 
committee  consisting  of  Alexander  Kerr  of  Beloit,  W.  D.  Parker 
of  Janesville,  J.  Wernli  of  Platteville,  0.  R.  Smith  of  Janesvilie, 
and  J.  C.  Pickard  of  Madison,  and  made  the  order  for  2  o'clock,  P. 
M.,  Wednesday. 

The  Committee  on  President's  address,  reported  through  F.  C. 
Pomeroy,  referring  portions  of  the  address  to  the  sub-committees  as 
follows : 

Reorganization  of  the  Association. — S.  D.  Gaylord,  W.  C. 
Whitford,  and  E.  H.  Merrill. 
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Counfy  Sujyerintendentf. — J.  G.  McMynn,  J.  C.  Pickard.  and 
J.  K.  Purdy. 

School  Buildings  and  Ventilation. — S.  D.  Gaylord,  I.  N.  Cun- 
dall,  and  J.  Wernli. 

Comjyuhory  Attendance. — 0.  R.  Smith,  H.  B.  FurnesB,  James 
Craig. 

Educational  Journal. — J.  G.  McMynn,  H.  D.  Hendrickson,  H. 
Coloman. 

Metrical  System.-^-J,  E.  Munger,  J.  W.  Heath,  C.  W.  Cutler. 

Normal  Schools.— G.  H.  Allen,  J.  G.  McMynn,  N.  P.  Gage. 

Reorganization  of  State  University  — P.  A.  Chadbourne,  J.  G. 
McMynn,  G.  W.  Steele. 

The  sub-committee  on  compulsory  attendance,  reported  through 
0.  E.  Smith,  and  after  some  discussion  by  Messrs.  Smith,  Eeynolds, 
and  Goldthwait,  the  report  was  adopted  as  follows,  and  the  commit- 
tee discharged  : 

**Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  touch  of  the  Presi- 
dent's address  as  relates  to  the  compulsory,  education  of  the  children 
of  this  State,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  resolutions  : 

1st.  Resolved,  That  the  WiscoQ.»-in  Teachers'  Association  en- 
dorses the  principle  of  compulsory  education,  and  pledges  its  influ- 
ence to  secure  the  establishment  of  the  same  upon  the  statute  book 
of  the  State. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  the  legislative  committee  be  and  hereby  is 
instructed  to  prepare  a  bill  which  shall  secure  the  education  of  all 
children  in  the  State,  and  to  present  the  same  at  the  Executive 
Session  of  the  Association  if  fiuch  Executive  Session  be  held." 

0.  R.  SMITH, 
H.  B.  FURNESS, 
JAS.  M.  CRAIG, 

Committee, 

The  sub-committee  on  the  part  of  the  President's  address  which 
relates  to  the  Metrical  System,  reported  as  follows  and  the  report 
was  received  and  the  committee  discharged: 

**The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Metrical  System  of 
weights  and  measures,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  : 

WnBRBAS,  The  Metrical  System  of  weights  and  measures  is  so 
simple,  has  been  authorized  by  the  United  States  Government  and 
has  been  adopted  by  Governments  which  seems  to  indicate  a  strong 
probability  of  general  use,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  should  be  taught  in  the  schools  of  Wisconsin 
in  connection  with  the  other  systems  now  in  use." 

J.  E.  MUNGER, 
G.  W.  HEATH, 
C.  W.  CUTLER, 

Committee. 
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The  sub  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's address  /elating  to  the  State  University,  reported  through 
their  chairman  r .  A  Chadbourne,  as  follows;  the  report  was  re- 
ceived and  the  committee  discharged  : 

••  Report  of  the  committee  on  so  much  of  tho  PrcsidenfTs  address 
as  related  to  the  reorganization  of  the  State  University." 

•*  The  committee  *  *  can  only  report  at  this  time  what  the 
result  of  that  reorganization  ought  to  b^.  It  has  been  the  aim  of 
the  Regents  to  place  the  University  on  such  a  basis  as  to  meet  the 
present  educational  wants  of  the  state,  and  also  to  provide  for  the 
addition  of  professional  schools  and  advanced  courses  of  instruc- 
tion just  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  demanded.  It  will  offer  a  full 
scientific  and  classical  course  of  instruction  to  all  who  have  the 
courage  and  good  sense  to  spend  a  few  years  in  youth  in  thorough 
preparation  for  the  work  of  life.  But  its  lecture  rooms  will  be 
open  to  all  who  choose  to  avail  thnmselves  of  its  advantages  and 
those  engaged  in  the  public  instruction  of  the  state  will  not  only 
always  be  welcome  there,  but  may  come  feeling  that  they  are  upon 
their  own  ground,  that  they  are  by  their  very  connection  with  the 
common  schools  of  the  State,  honorary  members  of  the  State 
University. 

The  reorganization  will  amount  to  nothing  unless  it  receive  tho 
intelligent  support  of  the  educators  of  the  State.  The  University 
must, have  time  to  bring  together  a  body  of  able,  learned  men — to 
expand  its  departments — before  it  can  become  what  it  ought  to  be 
— the  fitting  crown  of  the  educational  system  of  the  State.  The 
State  University  should  surely  take  thi6  position  and  so  long  as  it 
occupies  a  subordinate  or  doubtful  position,  so  long  the  state  ma- 
.  chinery  for  the  education  of  the  people  will  be  imperfect.  So  far 
from  interfering  with  any  educational  interests  or  institution,  it 
should  be  so  conducted  as  to  increase  that  respeot  and  desire  for 
sound  classical  and  scientific  education,  that  shall  bring  new  life  to 
every  school  and  college  in  the  State.  Every  citizen  and  especially 
every  educator  has  a  right  to  expect  >  that  the  liberal  endowment 
now  possessed  by  the  University  shall  be  so  used  that  the  students 
of  Wisconsin  shall  have  no  occasion  for  going  beyond  our  own  bor- 
ders for  the  highest  type  of  University  education." 
Respectfully  submitted. 

P.  A.  CHADBOURNE, 
J  NO.  G.  McMYNN, 
G.  M.  STEELE, 

Committee, 

E.  F.  Hobart  of  Beloit,  followed  this  report  with  a  paper  upon 
^'Natural  History,"  introducing  frequent  praotical  illustrations. 
Adjourned  at  12  1-2  o'clock. 

The  Association  was  called  to  order  at,  2  o'clock  by  the  President. 
The  committee  on  reorganization  of  the  Association  was  instructed 
to  be  in  readiness  to  report  at  9  o'clock  Thursday. 
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0.  R.  Smith,  of  JaaesTilie,  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Primftry 
School." 

Adjourned  at  4  1*2  o'clock. 

The  Association  convened  at  7  1-2  o'clock.  Prayer  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Rice  of  Milwaukee,  followed  by  sacred  music  by  the  glee  dub. 
Lecture  by  J.  L.  Piokard,  of  Chicago,  III.,  upon  **  Habits  " 

Gov.  Fairchild,  being  called  out,  made  some  general  remarks  to 
the  Association. 

July  25th. 

Tho  Association  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock  A.  M.  by  the 
President.  Prayer  by  Rev.  S.  C.  Bufkley  of  La  Crosse.  B.  M. 
Reynolds,  of  Madison,  read  a  paper  on  *'The  order  of  Aritbmetio, 

Algebra,  and  Geometry,  in  a  course  of  Mathematics,"  followed 
by  an  Institute  exercise  by  G.  S.  Albee,  of  Kenosha. 

Tho  committee  on  honorary  membership  reported  through  C.  H. 
Allen,  tbiry-two  names  for  membership.  Report  adopted  and  com- 
mittee discharged. 

Recess  thirty  minutes. 

The  president  introduced  J.  G.  MoMynn,  State  Superintendeot, 
the  first  president  of  the  association,  who  conducted  the  exercises 
during  the  remainder  of  the  morning  session. 

Remarks  of  a  general  and  educational  character  were  made  by 
Jno.  G.  McMynn,  of  Wisconsin,  M.  H  ponnell  of  Minnesota,  Ira 
F.  Duvoll,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  H.  D.  McCarty,  of  Leavenworth, 
Kan.  W.  C.  Whitford,  of  Miltou,  read  a  paper  upon  **  A  review 
of  eaucation  in  the  state." 

A  verbal  rebort  from  the  committee  on  Normal  schools  was  made 
by  C   H.  Allen,  and  the  committee  was  discharged, 

The  committee  on  reorganization  of  the  association,  reporte(i 
through  Alexander  Kerr,  amendments  to  articles  2d  and  7th  ot  the 
constitution  of  the  association :  The  association  adopted  the 
report  as  follows,  discharging  the  committee  : 

«  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  business  of  reorgani- 
zation are  uUanimous  in  reporting  that  they  deem  it  unadvisable  to 
change  the  constitution  which  has  carried  this  Association  success- 
fully throuffh  fifteen  years  of  its  history. 

Nevertheless  to  secure  more  careful  deliberation  upon  questions, 
which  for  want  of  time  cannot  bo  properly  discussed  at  the  regular 
meetings  they  respectfully  offer  the  following  amendment  to  be 
known  as  Art.  7  : 

Art.  7.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to  call  an 
executive  session  of  the  Association  tor  the  purpose  of  considering 
questions  of  educational  poHcy,  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  may 
deem  advisable. 

The  Committee  would  also  recommend  that  Article  2d  be  amended 
by  inserting  after  the  words  "consist  of"  and  before  the  word  ''per- 
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sons"  the  words  "school  officers  and  of,"  and  after  the  word  *«an- 
nnally"  the  clause,  *'from  this  tax  female  teachers  shall  be  exempt," 
80  as  to  read  : 

<*A&T.  2  The  Association  shall  consist  of  school  officers  and 
persons  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  State,  who  shall  pay  one  dollar 
annually  ;  from  this  tax  female  teachers  shall  be  exempt.  Hono- 
rary members  may  be  elected  at  any  annual  meeting,  who  may,  by 
the  payment  of  the  annual  fee,  become  active  members  " 

ALEXANDER  KERR, 
W.  D,  PARKER, 
J.  WERNLT. 
0.  R.  SMITH, 
J.  0.  PICKARD. 

Committee. 

0.  R.  Smith,  of  Janesville,  introduced  a  resolution  looking  to  the 
establishment  of  a  state  Idiotic  Asylum,  and  moved  that  it  be  laid 
on  the  table  for  future  action.     Carried. 

J.  M.  Gregory,  of  Illinois,  paesented  an  institute  exercise  upon 
"  History,"  illustrating  the  method  of  teaching  history. 

Recess  of  thirty  minutes. 

The  following  standing  committees  were  announced  : 

Finance.-^Gt.  W.  Hoath,  J.  M.  Stewart,  Q.  D.  Stevens. 

Educational  Journal. — Jno.  G.  McMynn,  A.  D.  Hondriqkson, 
H.  Coleman. 

Nominations. — Alexander  Kerr,  C.  W.  Cutler,  T.  J.  Brooks, 
Julia  E.  Chamberlain,  Cordelia  Potter. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  through  G.  W.  Heath  as  fol- 
lows : 

Amount  in  treasury, $  46  45 

Fees  of  1877, 117  00 

Total $162  46 

Deduct  expenses  for  1867 88  12 

Balance, %  74  83 

G.  W.  HEATH, 
J.  STEWART, 
G.  D.  STEVENS, 

Committee, 

The  Association  authorized  the  officers  to  draw  upon  the  Treas- 
urer for  the  amount  of  its  indebtedness. 

The  resolution  relative  to  establishing  a  State  Asylum  for  imbe- 
cile children  was  taken  up,  and  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote  : 

*<  Whbrbas,  It  is  one  of  the  highest  duties  of  the  State  to  pro- 
vide for  the  education  of  its  children, 

And,  wherjias,  this  education  should  reach  every  child  in  the 
State, 
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And,  whereas,  the  peculiar  condition  of  imbecile  children  ren- 
ders it  impossible  to  educate  them  properly  in  our  public  schools, 
and  requires  special  training,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Association  that  the  State 
officers  ought  to  take  immediate  steps  to  found  an  Asylum  for  the 
education  of  its  imbecile  and  idiotic  children." 

The  Nominating  Committee  made  the  following  report  through 
Alexander  Kerr : 

"Your  committee  appointed  upon  nominations  beg  leave  to  re< 
commend  for  officers  of  the  Wisconsin  Teachers'  Association  for  the 
years  1867-8  : 

President  0.  R.    Smith,  Janesville. 
Vice-President  I.  N.  Cundall,  Rosendale. 
Secretary  A.  G.   Abbott,  Milwaukee.  • 
Tresurer  T.  C.   Chamberlin,  Delavan. 

Counsellors  John  G-.  McMynn,  C  li.  Allen,  J.  0.  Pickard,  W. 
C.  Whitford,  G.  S.  Albee.  ALEXANDER  KERR, 

C.  W.  CUTLER, 
T.  J.  BROOKS, 
JULIA  CHAMBERLIN, 
CORDELIA  POTTER. 

Committee. 

On  motion  of  A.  J.  Cheney,  the  Secretary  was  instruct^  to 
cast  the  ballot  for  the  Association.  The  result  of  the  balloting  was 
in  accordance  with  the  committee's  recommendation,  and  was  so  de- 
clared. 

The  Standing  Committee  upon  Legislation  reported  through  A. 
J.  Craig,  as  follows  : 

**  Your  committee  would  respectfully  report,  that  while 'they  have 
done  but  little  as  individuals  in  procuring  legislation  in  the  direction 
indicated  by  the  Association,  some  progress  has  been  made,  and 
through  the  efforts  of  Supt.  McMynn,  amendments  to  our  school 
law  were  passed  by  the  Legislature  last  winter,  making  it  more  com- 
plete and  harmonious  in  its  operation,  giving  more  power  to  the 
County  Superintendents,  especially  in  reference  to  examining  and 
condemning  dilapidated  school  houses,  and  in  compelling  officers  to 
regard  the  requirements  of  law  in  reference  to  the  employment  of 
qualified  teachers. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  that  the  Acsociation  should 
from  timo  to  time,  after  careful  consideration,  express  the  views 
•  held  by  its  members  as  to  what  legislation  is  needed  to  develop  and 
perfect  our  school  system,  and  that  these  views,  properly  presented, 
will  have,  as  they  ought  to  have,  a  good  deal  of  influence  in  shap- 
ing the  action  of  the  legislature  upon  the  subjects  submitted  to  their 
consideration.  A.  J.  CRAIG, 

F.  C.  POMBROY, 
GomnUttee, 
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The  Association  convened  at  half  past  seven   o'clock ;  prayer  by 
Rev.  Mr.  North ;    Rev     S    Farrington,  of  Janesville,   delivered  a^ 
lecture  upon  **  Education." 

W.  C.  Whitford  presented  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  acknowledge  anew  our  dependence  on  our 
Heavenly  Father,  and  we  express  our  devout  gratitude  to  Him  for 
the  preservation  of  our  lives,  and  for  the  opportunities  which  he  has 
granted  ns  during  the  past  year. 

2.  Etsolved,  That,  as  the  State  Teachers'  Association,  we  con- 
CTatuIate  our  State  University  on  the  acquisition  of  Prof.  P.  A. 
Chadbourne  as  Chancellor  ;  a  thorough  scholar,  an  able  educator, 
and  a  man  of  large  experience  in  public  life. 

3.  Resolvedy  That  by  the  presence  of  the  Hon.  J.  M.  Gregory 
of  Illinois,  Hon.  J.  L  Piekard  of  Chicago,  Hon.  Ira  F.  Divoll  of 
St.  Louis,  Hon.  M.  H.  Bunnell  of  -Minnesota,  and  Prof.  C.  H. 
McCarty  of  Leavenworth,  Kansas  ;  wo  recognize  some  of  the  fore- 
most educators  of  the  West,  to  whose  labors  and  influence  our  pub- 
lic schools  are  indebted  for  their  prosperity  and  success. 

4.  Resolved,  That  in  the  warm-hearted,  open-handed  welcome  ex- 
tended to  us  by  the  citizens  of  La  Crosse,  and  in  their  generous  hos- 
pitality in  throwing  open  their  dwellings  and  arranging  for  our  con- 
venience and  pleasure  while  here,  we  recognize  an  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  this  association,  and  the  cause  of  education  in  our  state, 
which  we  can  but  appreciate,  and  for  which  they  have  our  hearty 
thanks. 

5.  Resolved,  That' the  thanks  of  this  Association  are  tendered  to 
the  various  railroads  and  steamboat  companies  of  the  state,  for  their 
liberality  in  granting  return  passes  to  its  members,  and  in  providing 
for  their  comfort  over  the  various  routes  of  travel. 

6.  Resolved,  That  we  recognize  the  especial  interest  taken  by 
the  press  to  secure  reports  of  this  meeting,  as  a  token  of  the  inter- 
est its  readers  have  in  our  work,  and  we  feel  closer  united  to  a  pow- 
er represented  hero  by  the  Chicago  Republican,  Chicago  Tribune, 
the  Nation,  Daily  Wisconsin,  and  La  Crosse  Republican,  and  to  the 
editors  of  the  latter  we  are  especially  indebted  for  multiplied  gener- 
ous courtesies. 

7.  Resolved,  T^^t  our  thanks  are  especially  due  to  the  local  com- 
mittee of  arrangements  for  their  untiring  efforts  in  preparing  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  unusually  large  number  of  teachers  present, 
and  also  to  the  Glee  Club  for  the  varied  music  furnished  during  our 
exercises. 

8.  Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  thanks  to  the  German  Singing 
Society  of  La  Crosse,  for  the  use  of  the  hall  generously  furnished 
QS.  and  for  the  music  they  have  provided  on  this  occasion. 

The  Association  adjourned  sine  die  at  10  o'clock. 

0.  M.  BAKER,  President 
W.  D.  Pabkib,  Secretary. 
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OFFICE  LIBEARY  FUND. 


Statbmbnt   of  Receipts   and   DithursemenU    of  Office  Library 
Ftmd/from  October  1,  1861,  to  December  10,  1867. 

RECEIPTS. 

Received  from  J  L.  Pickard $129  39 

Receipts  from  sale  of  duplicate  volume  of  Cyclopoedia  Biography  2  i^) 

Annual  appropriation,  1866 5(mi0 

Annual  appropriation,  1866 50  (lO 

Expressage  refunded 40 

Total *. 1281  79 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Expressage  on  donations I     ^0 

History  Edinburgh  High  School 2  •"> 

Stowe's  training  system 2  00 

Expressage  on  donations ...  1  ^^^ 

Carey's  Social  Science,  S  vols 8  '*'^ 

Expressage  on  booki* •*'• 

American  Cyclopoedia,  (Annuals),  4  vols 18  (hi 

Buckle's  History  of  Civilization 2  fiS 

Life  of  Horace  Mann 2  27 

Monuments  of  Art 55  00 

Scottish  Universities I  ^ 

American  Cyclopoedia,  (Annual) '♦SO 

Dictionary  of  dates 2  40 

Principles  of  Education 187 

Lippincott's  Gazetteer 7  50 

Bancroft's  History  United  States,  vol.  IX 2  25 

Greek  Lexicon 6  6S 

Draper's  Civil  Policy 1  87 

Draper's  Intellectual  Development 8  75 

Mill's  Representative  Government 113 

Mill's  Political  Economy,  2  vols 4  67 

Spencer's  Social  Static's 1  67 

British  Philosophy 1  W 

Expressage 80 

Tom  Brown  at  Rugbv 1  00 

Tom  Brown  at  Oxford,  2  vols 2  00 

Mill  on  Li  berty 1  00 

The  Microscope 88 

Christianity  in  the  Kitchen i>4 

American  Journal  of  Education,  8  vols 12  00 

Alden's  Governmental  Text  Book 1  08 

The  Dean's  English 1  81 

Expressage 145 

Town  and  School  officers  Manual 1  00 

American  Cyclopoedia,  (Annual) 4  SO 

Expressage  on  donations 1  50 

Rambles  among  English  woods 1  ^'^ 

Studies  in  English 1  87 

Total 1167  41 

Balance  on  hand,  December  10,  1867 64  3j 

♦281  7d 
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DIOTIOXAEIES. 


Statbmxnt  $howing  the  coufUiet^  totom  and  dt$tr%ets  which  have 
been  iupplied  with  Dictionaries  during  the  year  ending  Dec. 
10,  li?67. 


G  unties. 


TOWDS. 


No.  of 
Distiicts 


No.  of 
Copies 


Browm  . . . . 

BUFVALO.  .  , 

Chippewa 
Clabk.  . . . 


Columbia.  . 
Crawford  . 


Danb. 


Door 

DUNV. 


Eau  Glairr. 


Fond  du  Lac. 


Howard  and  PittsBeld 

Lawrence 

New  Denmark 

Gilmanton 

Glencoe  and  Waumandee. . 

Naples 

Anson , 

Bloom* , 

La  Fajette 

Loyal 

Pine  Valley 

Weston 

Dekorra 

Prairie  du  Chien 

Scott 

Wauzeka ^ 

Cross  Plains 

Madison  city,  4th  ward. . . . 

Mazomanie 

Primrosef 

Springdale 

Sun  Prairie 

Gibraltar i 

Liberty  Grove 

Eau  Galle 

Elk  Mound  and  Red  Cedar.. 

New  Haven 

Bridge  Creek 

Bridge  Creek  and  Lincoln.. 

Eau  Claire 

Lincoln 

We^t  ^au  Claire 

Eden 

Eldorado 

Forest 

Metoroen.. .  .^ 

Rosendale 


1 
6 
5 
4 

1 
4 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1,8,4 
4 
1 
2,8 
4 
7 
7 


8 

1 
1,8 
1,8,4,6 
1 
2,7 
8 
1 
11 
6 
9 

12 
2 


*  Joint  with  Red  Cedar,  Donn  county, 
t  Joint  with  New  Glarus,  Green  eoanty. 
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DistTxhvJtion  of  Dictionaries — continued. 


Counties. 


Grant 

Grkex 

GuKK.N  Lake 
Iowa 

Jackson.  . . . 

j£FF£KSON  . . 
JUNEAr 

Kenosha.  . . . 
La  Crosse.  . 

La  Fayette. 
Manitowoc 

Mahqcette.  . 

If  CNROE 

Oconto.  . . . . 
outaoamik.  . 


Pepin  . . 
Fierce. 


RiCULAND. 

Rock. ..  . 


St.  Croix. 


Towns. 


I  No.  of  'No.  of 
DistrictslOopiea 


Polk 

Portage , 


Sauk 

Shawano. 


Cassville 

Liberty 

Patch  Grove  and  Wyal using 

Platteville 

Spring  Grove , 

Kingston 

Linden  and  Mineral  Point. 

Waldwick 

Melrose 

Koslikonong • . 

Oakland  and  Sumner 

Fountain. 

Hillsboro  and  Wonewoc.  . . 

Wonewoc 

Paris 

Barre : 

Campl)ell 

Washington 

Willow  Spring 

Gibson  and  Mishicott 

Manitowoc 

Crysttil  Lake  and  Newton. . 

MontcUo 

Spriugfield 

Glendale 

Wilton 

Li  ttle  Suamico 

Appleton 

Center 

Grand  Chute *. 

Greenville » 

Maple  Creek 

Seymour. 

Albany ' 

El  Pttso  and  MartcU 

River  Falls 

Rock  Elm 

Farinington 

Almond 

Sharon 

Marshall 

O.rion. . . .    

Center  and  Mngnolia 

Fulton  and  Porter 

La  Prairie 

Erin  Prairie 

Hudson 

Springfield 

Woodland  and  Lavalle*. . , . 

Woodland 

Btlle  Plain 


1 

7 

8 

5 

6 

2 

12 

6 

3 

6 

4 

5,6 

7 

11 

4 

7 

3 

1,3 

7,9 

2 

7 

4 

2 

9 

17 

4 

2 

6 

10 
2 

4 
8 
3 
1 

10 
7 
5 
8 
7 
1,6 
8,7 
2 
8 
1 
6 
1 
2 

10 
5 
6 


*  Joint  with  Wonewoc.  Janeaa  coaiity. 
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DittrihutioH  of  Dictionaries — concluded. 


Counties. 

Towns. 

No.  oT 
Districts 

No.  of 

Copiea 

TRKMPEALEAr 

Burnside. .  j ■ 

2 
■       3 

8 

1 

Hixton  and  Lincoln 

1 

Vernon 

Beriren 

1 

WAX.WORTII 

Delavan  

5 

Waupaca 

Wevaiiwega 

1 

Waushara 

Marion  and  .\1 1.  Morris 

1 

WlNNKBAQO 

Utica 

1 

Wolf  River 

1 

129 

Statement  showing  the  Districts    to   which   Dictionaries   have 
been  sold,  during  the  year  ending  December  10,  1867. 


Counties. 

Towns 

No.  of   iNo.  of 
Districts'Copiefl 

Adams 

Monroe 

Depere  

2 
1 

e 

1 
1 
9 

I 

5 
5 

Brown 

Dane 

Fi  tchbur*' 

Westport .... 

York 

Green 

Jefferson 

La  Crosse 

Burns. 

Vernon 

Coon , 

Jefferson 

Viroqua 

Wackesha 

New  Berlin , 

8 

1 

Waupaca 

Farmington    

2 

1 

Winnebago 

Utica 

13 

_ 
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LIST  OF  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS, 

ELECTED   AT   THE   GENERAL  ELECTION,  1867— FOR  TWO   YEARS 


County. 


Superintendent. 


Residence. 


Adams 

Ashland 

Bayfield 

Brown , 

Buffalo 

Burnett. 

Calumet 

Chippewa 

Clark  

Columbia , 

Crawford 

Dane 

Dane 

Dodge 

Dodge  

Door 

Douglas , 

Dunn , 

Eau  Claire 

Fond  du  Lac. . . . 

Grant 

Green 

Green  Lake. . . . 

Iowa 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Juneau 

Kenosha  

Kewaunee 

La  Crosse 

La  Fayette 

Manitowoc 

Marathon 

Marquette 

Milwaukee,  Ist  die 
Milwaukee,  2d  di^ 

Monroe 

Oconto 

Outagamie  .... 

Ozaukee 

Pepin 

Pierce  

Polk 

Portage 


Thos.  R.  Freeman 

John  W.  Bell 

Andrew  Tate 

Oscar  Gray 

*James  Imrie 

W.  H  Peck 

A.  W.  Hammond 

Theodore  Coleman. . . . 
*John  S.  Dore 

Levi  Bath 

C.  W.  Clinton 

J   Q.  Emery 

S  H.  Carpenter 

•Charles  Allen 

•Lozenzo  Merrill 

Rufus  M.  Wright 

*Irwin  W.  Gates 

T.  C.  Golden 

Rev.  W.  H.  Lockwood. 

Rev!  D.  B.  Lyon 

Joseph  P.  Hubbard  . . . 

Daniel  H.  Morgan. . . .'. 

*A.  A.  Spencer 

♦SamU'l  Parks 

J.  R.  Mosher 

*Geo.  W.  Bird , 

*Geo.  P,  Kenyon , 

James  Hannon 

Constant  Martin 

G.  S.  Patten , 

*Chaa.  B.  Jennings  . . . . , 

*Jere  Crowley  . . . .' 

*Rev.  Tho8  Green , 

Abraham  Boynton  . . . . , 

♦James  F.  Devine , 

*Anson  W.  Buttles 

*Chas.  W.  Kellogg 

♦Rev.  John  Fairchild 

D.  J.  Brothers 

♦P.  K  Gannon 

George  Van  Waters. . . , 

R.  L.  Reed 

*R.  H.Clark 

John  Megrao,  jr 


Point  Bluff. 

La  Pointe. 

Bayfield. 

Fort  Howard . 

Maxville. 

Gjantsburg. 

Chilton. 

Chippewa  Falls. 

Neillsvile. 

Columbus. 

Prairie  duChien. 

Albion. 

Madison. 

Mayville. 

Burnett. 

Sturgeon  Bay 

Superior. 

Menomonie. 

Eau  Claire.      ' 

Ripon. 

British  Hollow. 

Monticello. 

Berlin . 

Avoca. 

Hi  X ton. 

Jefferson. 

New  Lisbon. 

Kenosha. 

Red  River. 

West  Salem. 

Darlington. 

Manitowoc. 

Wausau . 

Westfield. 

Lamberton. 

Good  Hope. 

Tomah. 

Marinette. 

Kaukauna. 

Cedarbury. 

Prescott. 

NewRichmondfStCroix  co 
Stevens  Point. 


•Reelected. 
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I/itt  of  Cowky  SixperxntendenU — oondnded. 


County. 

Superintendent. 

Residence. 

L.  H.  Hawes 

Rochester. 

Richland 

Geo.  W.  Putnam 

Fancy  Creek 
Clinton. 

Rock 

♦0.  H.  Trent 

Roclt ;.... 

*Rev.  J.  I.  Foot 

RvanflTiUe 

St.  Croix 

*A.  H.  Weld 

River  Falls.  Pierce  Go. 

Sauk 

*R,  B.  Orandall 

Baraboo. 

Shawano 

Z.  C.  Colbom 

Shawano. 

Sheboygan. ..... « 

Trempealean. .... 

Yernon 

John  E.  Thomas 

Sheboygan  Falls. 
GraTesrille. 

*8  S.  Luce 

Thos.  J.  Shear. 

Hillsborough. 
Blkhorn. 

Walworth 

»0.T.  Blight 

Washington 

Waukesha 

*Fred.  Regenfuss 

West  Bend. 

Wm.  S.  Green •.....••» 

Waukesha. 

Waapaca. 

Waushara 

Winnebago 

Wood 

J.  Burnham. ...» 

Waupaca. 
Berlin. 
Omro.. 
Grand  Rapids. 

Theodore  &  Chipman « . . . 

Samuel  Shaw ,. 

Gea  F.  Witter 

•Re-elected. 

Non.^Afker  the  preceding  page  was  printed  .  several  mistakes  were  dis- 
covered in  it  which  are  now  corrected.         .    . 

The  name  of  the  Superintendent  of  Kenosha  county  is  James  Hannan ;  of 
La  Crosse  county,  G.  S.  Paton  ;  of  Portage  county,  John  Hegrau,  jr. 

The  Postoffice  of  the  Superintendent  of  Adams  county  is  Clin ;  of  the  Bo- 
perintendent  of  La  Crosse  county,  Hamilton ;  of  the  Superintendent  of  Pe- 
pin county,  Durand, 


U  0irpw  ^vm  nifii 
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TABLB  No.  L 

B  FOR  1 

APPOBITONI^ENT  OF  SCHOOL  FUND  INCOM 

867. 

CbghtieB  and  T6wii& 

No.  of 
Children 

Apportion- 
ment 

ADAMS^ 

201 

28 
224 

92 
142 

40 
156 

91 
127 
869 

19 

78 
112 

88 
118 
287 

IS 

2,187 

|94  47 

Big  Flats, 

It  1*6 

Dell  Prairie. 

lOtt  IS 

Easton 

43  24 

Jackfloo.  .••.•••'...... •••••. ••..••••. 

66  74 

Leola 

16  80 

Lincoln ..•'.•.•••«••••••••••..«... 

78  82 

Monroe «. ••..... ...•••.... 

41  n 

New  Cbemerv 

69  69 

New  Haven. ,. •• 

178  48 

Preston 

8  98 

Qaincy. ..••• ...•••. 

84  81 

Bichfield 

62  64 

Bmne ;..... 

17  86 

BpringTille 

68  11 

Hirong'e Pmitle  ..; » 

184  89 

White  Cteek? ; ; 

it  26 

Total* 

$t  ,027  89 

ASHLAND— 

Ba« port •.•.•••••........ 

120 
67 

$56  40 
81  49 

La  Pointe 

Total 

189 

$87  89 

BAYFIELD— 

Bayfield 

148 

$67  21 

BROWN— 

Bellevieu. 

264 
146 
291 
101 
190 
866 
1,104 
680 
428 
809 
299 
419 
807 
221 
77 

$124  06 

68  16 

136  77 

Depere ....> 

Denere  TillAire 

Eaton. 

47  47 

Glenmore  ..••. • 

89  80 

Green  Bay ........  .••••.•...•• .....•.•. 

167  82 

Green  Bay  city. .•••..••.••• 

616  88 

Ft  Howard 

819  60 

Holland..... 

198  81 

Howard.  .••......• •. ..«••. 

145  28 

Humboldt 

140  68 

Lawrence ...•••.••...•.•••..••........•••. 

196  98 

If  orrieon ••.....•.•. •••••••.•••. 

144  89 

New  Denmark 

108  87 

PitUfield 

86  19 
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Apportionment  of  School  Fund  /ncome— continued. 

CottDties  and  Towne. 

No.   of 
Children 

Apportion- 
ment. 

BBowN—condaded— 

Preble       

228 

642 
14i» 
862 

1107  16 

Rocklaud • 

126  49 

gcott       • ••• 

264  74 

SuAinico       .             ..■.......•«•••..•...••■..••.• 

66  80 

Wriirhtiitown           -    .    ...    .....••.•••.....•••... 

170  14 

Total 

6.726 

$8,160  75 

BUFFALO— 

Wm^ 

164 
191 
279 

62 
199 

92 
162 
206 
226 

86 
818 
1S2 
846 

177  08 

T{(>l  wiHapa             -       ..     .......    .■........•>.■•.... 

89  77 

Buffalo 

181  18 

Buffklo  Citv             

29  14 

C ros8              ••       •     ••     •»...«   .«•..•• 

98  68 

EAirle  Mills  . .  • 

*        48  24 

OilinA.li  ton       ..      ..      ........*■.■••...•>..••••. 

71  44 

Glencoo •. 

96  85 

Ifaxville 

106  75 

Modeaa          . .     .  •   .... 

40  42 

Naples 

147  n 

l^eisoii     .•  •••*..•   ••».••••.....•••.....••«... 

62  04 

W mimAnciAA                 -       ..    .........*•••.«..•••••. 

162  16 

Total 

2.445 

n.l49  15 

BUBNBTT- 

Grantsbtu-g 

77 

$86  19 

CALUMET— 

Brillion 

167 
672 
487 
486 
466 
668 
201 
686 
267 

>78  49 

Brothertown •.'•.■.....•••.•••.••••••••••• 

268  84 

206  89 

nhilton 

228  42 

Harrison  .   ,••,.••..••.•••.•.•.••••.••.•••.••« 

818  55 

•    New  lioistain       • 

266  96 

Rautoul     .•               ...»..»...»«t---T 

94  47 

fifcockbridffe • 

276  42 

Woodrille       

126  49 

TotaL 

8,749 

f 1.762  08 

OHIPPfiWA— 

27 
286 
842 
866 
266 

84 
120 

$12  69 

'         Bloonier        ,,%,»%•,..■..••..••••.•...••»••..•• 

no  45 

ilhinnfiWA.  FaIIa     ...    ............................ 

160  74 

•    Eairle  Point    • 

167  82 

I^A  FAvettA •• 

120  82 

Bisel     

89  48 

I^heaton ...............•■..••••••.•. 

66  40 

• 

ToUl 

1,42.^ 

$677  40 
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Apportionment  of  School  fund  Income— coniinneA, 


Oounties  and  Towns. 


CLARE^ 

Lewis 

Loyal 

Lynn , 

Pine  Valley  , 
Weston 


Total . 


COLUMBIA— 

Arlington 

Caledonia 

Columbus 

Courtland 

Dekorra 

Fort  ^innebago. 
Fountain  Prairie. 

Hampden 

Leeds  

Lewiston 

Lodi 

Lowville 

Marcellon 

Newport 

Otsego 

Pacific 

Portage  City.. ... 

Randolph 

Scott 

Bpringvale 

West  Point 

Wyocena 


Total. 


CRAWFORD— 

Clayton 

Eastman 

Freeman 

Haney 

Lynxville 

Marietta 

Prairie  duChien. 

Scott 

Seneca 

Union 

Utica 

Wauzeka 


Total. 

DANE— 

Albion.... 
Berry...  ^. 


No.  of 

Apportion- 

Children 

ment. 

Kh 

126  79 
17  89 

87 

99 

46  6S 

194 

91  18 

107 

60  29 

494 

$2X2  18 

^12 

$146  64 

412 

198  64 

989 

441  33 

602 

282  94 

647 

257  09 

285 

188  96 

487 

228  89 

400 

188  00 

446 

209  62 

874 

175  78 

691 

277  77 

841 

160  27 

893 

184  71 

472 

221  84 

666 

/       265  65 

72 

83  84 

1,282 

602  54 

852 

165  44 

841 

160  27 

849 

164  08 

818 

149  46 

460 

216  20 

10,840 

$4,859  80 

580 

$249  10 

466 

218  85 

872 

174  84 

189 

88  83 

109 

51  28 

188 

88  36 

1,282 

579  04 

286 

184  48 

824 

162  28 

126 

69  22 

818 

147  11 

809 

145  2S 

4,488 

$2,083  61 

447 

$210  09 

467 

214  79 
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Apportiowmeni  of  School  Fund  /ncom^— oontinued. 


Oonnties  and  Towns. 


No.  of 

Children 


Dajti  —concluded  i— 

Black  Earth jf 

Blooming  Grove 

Blue  Mounds 

Bristol 

Burke 

Christiana 

Cottaj^e  Grove 

Cross  Plains 

Dane 

Deer6eld 

Dunkirk 

Dunn 

Fitchburg 

Madison 

Madison,  city 

Mazomanie 

Medina ; 

Middleton 

Montrose. . . . : '. 

Oregon 

Perrj .' 

Pleasant  Spring 

Primrose 

Rozbury  

Rutland 

Spriogdale 

Springfleld 

8un  Prairie 

Vermont 

Verona 

Vienna. 

Westport 

Windsor 

York 


Total. 


BODGB— 

Ashippun 

Beaver  Dam,  town. 
Beaver  Dam,  eity.. 

Burnett.... 

•  Calamus 

Chester 

Clyman 

Klba. 

Emmett 

Fox  Lake 

Herman 

Bubbard 

Hustisford , 

Lebanon  


866 
S48 
408 
617 
862 
694 
668 
560 
466 
461 
691 
681 
649 
846 
8,866 
601 
606 
612 
416 
662 
444 
884 
424 
484 
477 
487 
674 
690 
640 
414 
892 
467 
422 
490 


20,286 


692 
687 

1,166 
418 
448 
868 
617 
679 
646 
761 
747 

1,124 
688 
662 
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Apportion- 
ment. 


171 
168 
216 
242 
170 
279 
269 
268 
418 
211 
844 
249 
268 
162 
1,682 
282 
242 
287 
196 
264 
208 
180 
199 
208 
224 
228 
269 
277 
268 
194 
184 
214 
198 
280 


66 
66 
26 
99 
14 
18 
91 
60 
66 
97 
77 
67 
08 
16 
02 
47 
62 
64 
62 
14 
68 
48 
28 
98 
19 
89 
78 
80 
80 
68 
24 
79 
84 
80 


9,688*96 


825  24 
276  89 
648  82 
194  11 
208  21 
168  26 
289  99 
272  18 
266  16 
852  97 
861  09 
628  28 
297  61 
811  14 

Google 


414 
jifpeniofun^iU  q/\  School  Fifnd  Income — oQntinned. 


Counties  and  Townf. 


No.  of 
Children 


Apportion- 
ment. 


Donoi — continued. 

Leroy ^. 

Lomira 

.Lom>]] 

OakOrove , 

Portland 

Bubicon 

Shields , 

Theresa 

OtVecton 

Waupun  village.. 

Westford 

Williamstown. . . , 


Total. 


JDOOR— 

JBaiIey*8  Harbor. . 

Brussels 

Chamber's  Island. 

Claj  Banks 

Egg  9arbor 

Forestville 

Gardner 

Gibraltar 

Liberty  Grove... 

Nasev^aupee 

Sevastopol 

Sturgeon  Bay...., 

Union 

Washington 


Total. 


DOUGLAS— 

Superior . 


DUNN— 

Dunn 

EauGalle 

Elk  Mound. . . 

Lucas 

MenomoVieo. . 

Peru 

Red  Cedar.... 
Bock  preek. . . 
Spring  Brook. 
Weston 


Total. 


611 
108 
928 
752 
676 
786 
603 
888 
784 
248 
682 
776 


17,889 


60 
ISO 


47 
68 
69 
88 
188 


105 
99 

170 
91 

122 


1,162 


198 


241 

248 
94 
88 

478 
67 

866 
81 

822 
86 


2,041 


1287  17 
882  76 
486  16 

868  44 
270  72 

869  42 
286  41 
415  01 
844  98 
114  21 
278  54 
864  72 


$8,172  88 


128  20 
61  10 


22  09 
81  96 
27  78 
89  01 
64  86 


49  85 
46  53 
79  90 
88  0*7 
67  84 


t646  14 


990  71 


•118  27 
114  21 

44  18 

41  86 
222  81 

26  79 
167  82 

88  07 
151  84 

40  42 


t969  27 
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J^pppt^tV09M€fii.i^  ^eka^l  JSmi  /n^Qpfp^rrMlltiM^^ 


,  Coanties  and  Towns. 


No.  of 
dbildren 


Apportion- 
ment 


SAU  CLAIRE^ 

Bridge  Oreek 

Brunswick 

Iiau  Claire 

Lincoln 

NoHh  BaiiOlairc. 

Oak  0rQTe 

.  Pleasant  Valley. . . 
West  £«o  Claire.. 


Total.. 


.lOND  DU  LAC— 

Alto 

Ashfoi^d , 

Auburn 

.B.>ron w.. 

Calumet. 

Uden 

•  Eldorado 

.JEmpire 

Fond  duLac 

Fond  du  Lao  oity  , 

Forest  

Friendship 

Lamartine 

Marsheeld 

Metomen 

jQakfield 

Osceola 

Ripon  

Bipon  city 

.,Ro*~ndale 

Springvale 

.  Taycheedah. ...... 

Waupun 

iWaupau  Tillage.. < 


.  Total . 


O&AKT— 

Beetown 

Blue  River. . . . 

Boscobel 

,  OaMSTille 

Clifton 

Eilenboro 

,  Fennimore  . .  •  • 
:  Olen  Haven. . . . 

Barriran 

Hazel  Green... 
wHickory  Grove., 
Jamestown 


.480 
180 
018 
.1491 
139 
.188 

.892 


1,944: 


608 

lie 

68t 

.  .698. 

aw 

.664 

M 

887 
887 
6,109 
680 
424 
.680 
002 
.699 
.628 
477 
428 
840 
618 
.441 
.784; 

608< 

;821) 


.1202  10 
ei  10 
241  11 
70  08 
60  68 
62  61 
81  96 
164  24 


$918  68 


>$288  76 

'  .864  72 

.276  89 

.^78  71 

818  19 

/260  88 

804  09 

181  89 

181  89 

2,401  28 

249:10 

199  28 

.249  10 

t62  94 

281  68 

248  16 

;224  19 

.198  81 

894  80 

248  46 

207  27 

,844  98 

286  41 

.;I60  87 


17,69ft 


68,816  66 


760 
288 
614 
.888 

..  40O 
.286 
602 
869 
412 

.1,046 
878 
624 


862  60 
109  61 
241  68 
182  86 
188  00 
184  42 
.282  94 
178  48 
198  64 
491  16 
176  81 
.246  28 
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AppoHianmefU  of  School  Fimd  /iiooiim— oontiniied. 

Gountiee  and  Towna. 

No.  of 
Children 

Apportion- 
ment. 

Gkant— concluded. 

LancMtcr 

798 
409 
888 
271 
298 
118 
298 
262 
881 
888 
1,177 
1,190 
662 
407 
199 
241 
284 
217 
298 

1872  71 

Liberty -.. 

192  28 

Lima ..••..•• 

181  42 

Little  Grant 

127  87 

Marion •.••......•.••• 

140  05 

Millville 

58  11 

Mount  Hope  ....••«..•••••• •• 

140  06 

Muscoda 

128  14 

PariB 

166  87 

Patch  OroTe 

Platterille '.  

167  98 
558  19 

Potofiii 

559  80 

SmelBcr 

264  14 

•       Tafton 

191  89 

Watte  rsiown 

98  68 

Waterioo ..•..,.... 

118  27 

Wineville 

188  48 

Woodman 

101  99 

Wvalusinff 

140  06 

Total - 

18,968 

16,664  96 

GBBEN- 

Adam^ .....* 

825 
542 
412 
442 
860 
719 
428 

.    686 
882 

1,817 
556 
815 
462 
440 
888 
845 

$152  76 
264  74 

Albany. 

Brooklyn •«.•• .«.. 

198  64 

Oadiz ^ 

207  74 

Olarno 

810  80 

Decatur , 

887  98 

Bxeter. ,.• 

201  16 

Jefferson 

298  92 

Jordan ••..■»...«^ 

179  64 

Monroe ....••..••.••........ 

618  99 

Mount  Pleasant » , 

261  82 

New  Glarns. ^ 

148  06 

Spring  GroTC. ..• #.«•# 

217  14 

Sylrester. » 

206  80 

Washington 

168  86 

York 

162  16 

Total 

8,819 

$3,909  98 

GRBKK  LAKE— 

Berlin 

880 
988 
412 
295 
870 
215 
187 
888 
485 

$169  20 

Berlin,  cltv.  » 

488  61 

Brooklyn 

Dayton 

198  64 
188  66 

Green  Lake ••..■•».•••.«.» 

178  90 

Kingston. .....  ••...  •  »•  •  •••..  •»•••• m^ 

101  06 

ITincrntnn  Tillftim 

64  89 

Maekford -. 

Manchester 

180  01 
204  46 
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Apporttanmeni  of  School  Fund  /ncom«— continued. 

Goantiei  and  Towns. 

No.  of 
children. 

Apportion- 
ment. 

Gbxxn  Lake— concluded. 

Markesan  village 

116 
288 
884 
166 
246 
148 

164  06 

H  arque  tte 

109  61 

Princeton 

Princeton  Tillage 

166  98 
77  66 

St.  Marie 

116  62 

Seneca. ........  ... 

69  66 

Total 

4,781 

#2,247  07 

IOWA- 

Arena ...*...........' 

680 

266 

1,614 

1,267 

818 

604 

660 

994 

862 

488 

1,026 

829 

264 

1296  10 

Chde : 

120  82 

Di-dgeville • 

768  68 

Highland- 

690  79 

JLi nden. ...» ..••.«..'•... 

882  11 

Mifflin 

286  88 

Mineral  Point 

268  60 

Mineral  Point  city 

467  18 

Moscow 

166  44 

Pulaaki ... 

227  01 

Ridgeway .• 

481  76 

Waldwick ^ 

164  68 

Wyoming ••....... 

124  08 

Total 

9,071 

H,268  87 

JACKSON— 

Alma 

446 
4.%9 
266 
291 
128 
266 
70 
186 

1209  62 

Albion 

216  78 

Hilton 

124  66 

Irvine , 

186  77 

Manchester. 

60  16 

Melrose 

120  82 

Northfield 

82  90 

Springfield 

87  42 

Total 

2,001 

$987  47 

JEFFERSON— 

Aztalan 

486 
267 
604 

1,069 
467 
728 

1,642 
874 
297 
670 
427 
684 
621 

1204  92 
126  49 

Cold  Sprine 

Concord ...'.■•..••.....•... 

288  88 
602  48 

Farmington. 

Hebron 

219  49 

Ixonia 

889  8V 

Jefferson .......'•.... 

724  74 

Koshkonong.. 

410  7ft 

Lake  Mills. 

189  69 

Milford 

814  90 

Oakland '. 

SOO  M 

Palmyra ', 

274  48 

Sullivan 

291  87 
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App^HMwrnmiKiif  School  JFSmi  /iMo«i«r^HM>DtiAned. 

OountieB  md  Towns. 

No.  of 
ebildren. 

Apportion- 
ment. 

jKVFiBSON^conclttded. 

Sumner.. ...   ..•• 

188 
245 
558 
170 
885 
8,747 

188  86 

115  15 

Tyrahenna  village 

Waterloo 

262  26 

Waterloo  Tillage 

79  90 

Wateptowu 

415  96 

Wateriocirn  city 

1  761  09 

Total 

14.874 

16,756  78 

JUNEAU-- 

jlrmenia ., 

85 
55 
188 
198 
812 
872 
846 
616 
184 
125 
840 
268 
60 
257 
828 
245 
811 

,$89  96 

Clearflehl 

25  85 

fountain 

^6  01 

•  German  town 

98  06 

Kildare 

146  64 

Xiomonweir. • •  • 

174  84 

.  liindina 

16i  68 

Lisbon 

242  68 

.  Lyndon 

86  48 

JIarion 

68  75 

Slanston  ...• ■...••.«•« 

169  80 

Nee  dab *... 

126  96 

•  Oranire. 

28  20 

•  Plymonth ..". 

120  79 

^•Seven  Mile  Greek 

161  81 

Sammit. 

116  16 

Wonewoc. .••. 

146  17 

Total* 

4,180 

$1,964  60 

Brighton 

494 
405 
1,626 
457 
540 
210 
585 
554 
852 

$282  18 

Bristol 

190  86 

^OKenosba  city. 

768  76 

Paris 

214  79 

Pleasant  Prairie 

258  80 

.Bandall 

98  70 

Salem 

251  46 

Somers. 

^60  88 
166  44 

.  WbeatliMid 

Total 

5,172 

$2.480  84 

KEWAUNEE^ 

Ahnepee. . .  • • 

426 
899 
847 
167 
818 
490 
176 

$200  28 
187  68 

Carlton  ..•....• •......•••..•. 

Gasco. ..•..••.. 

168  09 

,  Ooryrijle ; 

78  49 

Franklin 

149  46 

,  Kewaiinee.. ••••......••••••• 

280  80 

,  Lincoln '. 

82  78 
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Aj/portionmeni  of  School  Fund  Jncome— continued. 

Coanties  and  Towns. 

No.  of 
Children 

Apportion 
ment. 

KswAUNKi— concluded. 

MontDelier 

187 
146 
808 

$87  89 

Pierce 

68  62 

Red  Rlrer 

168  26 

Total 

8,014 

•1 ,416  00 

LA  CR0>8E-. 

Baog6r. 

• 

406 
088 
861 
809 
862 
870 
168 
280 
1,084 
801 
400 
211 

$190  82 
202  86 

Barre 

Burns. t.....« ••••   . 

169  67 

Campbell • 

168  78 

Farmin£ton 

170  14 

Qreenheld 

176  20 

Holland 

78  96 

Jackson 

188  90 

La  Crosse ..•••.. 

744  48 

Neshonoo 

141  47 

Onalaska 

211  00 

Washington 

99  17 

Total 

0,400 

|'2,088  00 

LA.  FAYETTE- 

ArgyJe. 

012 
294 
896 
998 
001 
461 
601 
488 
211 
720 
808 
802 
190 
420 
667 

$240  64 
188  18 

Belmont  .....•• • 

Benton • , . . . 

421  12 

Center.. •....••. 

466  71 

Elk  Orove 

208  97 

Fayette 

216  67 

Gratiot 

282  47 

Kendall 

200  86 

•M  onticello.  ...•••••... ,••... 

99  17 

New  Dieifines 

888  40 

Shnllsburg I. 

408  26 

Wavne ••.■.••• ..... 

160  44 

White  Oak  Springs. 

91  64 

Willow  Springs 

199  70 

Wiota 

818  49 

Total 

8,174 

♦8,841  78 

MANITOWOC— 

Cato 

699 
676 
611 
448 
687 
028 
761 
061 
1,820 
612 

1828  08 
270  72 

GentreTille 

Cooperstown .••..••.•••• ,. 

287  17 

Eaton '. . . 

210  06 

Franklin '. .... 

822  89 

Qibflon 

240  81 
807  67 

Kossuth .*. 

Liberty •< 

268  67 
800  40 
287  64 

Uanitowoc  ....* ....-■ 

ICanitowoc  Bapids. 
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Apportionment  of  School  Fund  Jncome^^on tinned. 


Countiea  and  Towns. 

No.  of  . 
Ch  Idren 

Apportion- 
ment. 

Kanitowoc— concluded. 

Mftole  GroTe. ...•..••..... 

422 

6(»6 
680 
779 
217 
686 
188 
1,088 

$198  S4 

Meeme..'.  • •••••..•• 

284  82 

Mishicott 

296  10 

Newton 

366  18 

Rockland 

101  99 

Bchleswig. .,,.., ., 

251  46 

Two  Greeks. .  .•. 

6^  61 

Two  Rivers 

^       611  86 

Total 

11,708 

♦6,602  76 

MARATHON- 

Berlin 

266 
41 
86 

lis 

129 
185 

68 
191 
270 

64 

$126  02 

Jenny , 

19  27 

Knowlton 

16  92 

Marathon 

Mosinee 

68  11 
60  68 

Stettin 

68  46 

Texas 

24  91 

Wausau 

89  77 

W^ausau  Tillaffe 

126  90 

Weston. .  > 

26  88 

Total 

1,288 

$605  86 

MARQUETTE— 

Buffalo 

827 
187 
266 
193 
166 
807 
184 
172 
227 
211 
199 
218 
90 
218 

$163  69 

Orvitr aI  LaIta. - 

87  89 

Boufirlafl 

126  02 

Harris 

Mecan    • • 

90  71 
78  82 

Moutello t 

144  29 

Moundville 

86  48 

Neshkora 

80  84 

Newton* ••  «• 

106  69 

Oiford 

99  17 

Packwaakee     ...••• ••.««••.....•••..•••.«. 

98  68 

Shields 

dOO  U 

BpringHeld 

42  80 

Westlield. 

100  11 

Total 

2,946 

$1,884  15 

MILWAUKEE— 

Fran  kli  n.. «. 

729 
1,047 

958 

800 

1,188 

20,867 

966 
1,218 

.1  2i»,20l 

$342  68 

Granville 

492  09 

Greenfield. 

460  26 

Lake ^ 

880  28 

Milwaukee 

582  61 

Milwaukee  City. 

9,667  79 

Oak  Creek 

448  86 

Wauwatosa '. . 

670  11 

Total 

112,784  47 
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Apporttontneni  of  School  I^d  /ncowe— continued. 


Ooiintief  and  Towng. 


]fONR02^ 

Adrian 

Angelo 

Clifton 

Eaton 

Glendale. . . 
Greenfield. . 
Jefferson  . . 
La  Fayette. 

Leon 

Lincoln... . 
Little  Falls. 
Oak  Dale... 
Portland. . . 
Ridgeville. . 
Sheldon... . 

Sparta 

Tomah 

Wellington. 
Wilton 


Total. 


OCONTO— 

Little  Suamico.". . 

Harinette 

Oconto 

Oconto  Tillage.., 

Pensaakee 

Peshtigo 

Stiles 


Total. 


OUTAOAVIE^ 
Appleto'n  eitj. 
Black  Creek. . 

Bovina 

Buchanan 

Center 

Dale 

Ellington 

Fk^edom 

Orand  Chute  . 
Greenrille. . .  • 

Hortonia , 

Kaukana 

Liberty 

Kaple  Creek. . 
Osborn 


Total. 


No.  of 
Children 


221 
187 
138 


162 
179 
220 
180 
868 
246 
199 
191 
207 
252 
2U 
1,117 
445 
186 
241 


4,846 


86 
206 
206 
648 
128 
860 
149 


1,718 


1,294 
47 
119 
117 
822 
866 
888 
878 
484 
688 
862 
464 
116 
187 
124 


6,829 


Apportib 
ment. 


1108  87 
87  89 
62  61 


76  18 

84  14 

108  40 

61  10 

172  96 

115  16 

98  68 

89  77 

97  29 

118  44 

100  68 

624  99 

209  16 

68  45 

118  27 

•2,27712 


116  92 
96  82 
96  82 

802  21 
60  16 

164  60 
70  08 


1807  46 


$608  18 

22  09 

66  98 

88  19 

161  84 

166  85 

166  61 

177  66 

227  48 

276  86 

165  44 

218  88 

64  06 

87  89 

68  28 


12,504  68 
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I  Apportionment  of  School  Fund  Income — continued. 


Oonnties  and  Towns. . 


)  No.  of 
Children 


OZAUKEE^ 

Belgium 

Gedarburg 

Fredonia 

Grafton 

Vequon 

Port  Washington. 
Saukville 


Apportioa- 
Dient 


Total. 


PEPIN— 


Albany.... 
Durand.. . . 
Frankfort.. 

Lima 

Pepin 

Stockholm. 
Watenrille. 
Wattbeek. . 


Total. 


nBRCE— 

'     Clifton 

Diamond  Bluff. . 

El  Paso 

Hartland 

Isabelle 

Martell 

Oak  GroTe 

Perry 

Pleasant  Valley. 

Prescott 

Biver  Falls 

Salem 

Trenton 

Trim  belle 
Union 


Total. 


POLK— 

Alden 

Farm  ngton. . . . 
Falls  St.  Croix. 

Lincoln 

Osceola 

Sterling 


Total. 


911 
1,025 

788 

799 
1,898 
1,071 

808 


6,850 


62 
260 

76 
146 
886 
108 
226 
126 


1,884 


221 
•6 
66 

129 


854 

281 

192 

189 

870' 

869 

71 

78 

169 

55 


2,589 


68 
172 
144 

46 
172 

28 


680 


1466  87 
481  75 
870  36 
875  6S 
654  71 
508  87 
877  41 


8,219  50 


129  14 
122  20 

86  72 

68  62 
157  92 

48  41 
106  22 

58  75 


$626  98 


1108  87 
45  12 
80  66 
60  68 


166  88 

108  67 

90  24 

65  88 

178  90 
178  48 
88  87 
86  66 
79  48 
25  86 


♦1,19888 


18196 
80  84 
67  68 
91  62 
8084 

IS  16 


$296  10 
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Afpoftiomneni  of  JStkocl  JMi{  /if0Mite*--ooBtiD<n4. 


CouQties  and  Towds. 


No.  of 
Children 


Apportion- 
ment 


PORTAGE— 

Aldiond 

Amherdt 

Belmont 

Baena  Vista 

Bau  Pleinft 

•  Grant 

Hull 

Lenark 

Linwood 

Ke^Hope 

PineGroTO 

Flo?er 

Sharon 

Stevens  Point 

Stevens  Point  citj. 
Stockton 


Total. 


RACIKE— 

Biirlington... 
Galedonfa. . . 

Borer 

Ht.  Pleasaiit. 

Norway 

Racine  citj. . 
Raymond.... 
Rochester. . . 
Waterford. . . 
Torkyille.... 


Total. 


RICBLIND— 

Akan 

Bk>om 

B«ena  Vista. 

Dayton 

Ragle 

Porest 

Henrietta.  *  • 

Ithaca 

RarshalL. . . . 

Orion ....... 

Richland.... 

Riobwoed<... 
Rockbridge.. 

Sylvan 

WestfoH..*. 
Willow. ...i. 


TotaL. 


/\ 


824 

887 
151 
217 

65 

86 
129. 
197 

61 
286 
168 
867 
869 

18 
JS62 
206 


a 


,297 


916 
1,167 
461 
960 
409 
2,902 
646 
849 
627 
486 


8,700 


222 

888 
417 
886 
418 
871 
806 
622 
876 
267 
684 
472 
842 
.  262 
276 
260 


$14)6  28 
168  89 

70  97 
101  99 

80  66 
M  92 
60  68 
92  69 
28  97 
110  92 

71  91 
167  69 
178  48 

8  46 

269  44 

96  86 


•1,649  69 


1480  06 
648  79 
211  97 
461  20 
192  28 
1,868  94 
266  16 
IH  08 
247  69 
227  96 


f4,089  00 


t!04  84 
166  61 
106  99 
168  22 
198  46 
1T4  87 
148  82 
246  84 
176  26 
126  49 
821  48 
221  84 
I'O  74 
118  44 
129  26 
117  60 


6,882 


•2,741  04 
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Apportionment  of  School  Fimd  /noome^oontiniied. 


Counties  and  Towns. 


ROOK— 

Avon 

Beloit 

Beloit  city 

Bradford 

Center 

Clinton < 

Fulton 

Harmony 

Jancsville 

JanesYiUe  city. 

Johnstown 

La  Prairie 

Lima 

magnolia 

Milton 

Newark 

Plymouth 

Porter 

Poclc 

Spring  Valley.. 

Turtle 

Union 


Total. 


ST.  OBOIX— 

Ceylon 

EauGalle 

Emerald 

Erin 

Hammond 

Hudson. 

Hudson  city.... 
Kinniolcioiok. . . 
Pleasant  Valley. 

Richmond 

Rush  River 

Somerset 

Springfield 

St  Joseph 

Star  Prairie.... 

Troy 

Warren 


Total. 


SAUK- 

Baraboo.... 
Bear  Creek. 
Dellona . . . . 
Excelsior... 


No.  of 

Apportion- 

Children 

ment. 

878 

$176  81 

S88 

158  86 

1,508 

708  76 

886 

180  95 

401 

188  47 

609 

286  24 

716 

886  06 

890 

188  80 

875 

176  26 

8,056 

1,486  82 

429 

201  68 

292 

187  24 

886 

181  42 

412 

198  64 

601 

282  47 

466 

219  02 

689 

268  88 

480 
481 

226  60 

280  77 

484 

208  98 

478 

224  66 

704 

880  88 

18,862 

$6,616  14 

108 

$48  41 

167 

78  49 

70 

82  90 

889 

169  88 

268 

119  91 

128 

60  16 

588 

274  01 

174 

81  76 

169 

79  48 

288 

111  86 

269 

121  78 

148 

09  66 

64 
86 

176 

80  08 

89  96 

82  72 

247 

116  09 

110 

61  70 

8,818 

$1,667  11 

b76 

$411  26 

829 

164  68 

278 

ISO  66 

260 

122  20 
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Apportionment  of  School  Fund  Income — continued. 


Counties  and  Towns. 


No.  of    Apportion- 
Children 


SAUK^concluded. 

Fairfield 

Franklin ^ 

Freedom y 

Greenfield 

II<nc?  Creek 

Ironton  

LaValle 

Merrimack , 

New  Buffalo ^ 

Prairie  du  Sac 

Heedsburg  

Spring  Green. . 

Sumpter  ......   

Troy 

Washington , 

Weptfield 

Winfield 

Woodland .« 

Total   

SHAWANO  COUNTY— 

Belle  Plaine 

Hartlaud 

Peiia ;; 

Richmond 

Shawano 

Waukechon , 

Total 

SHEBOYGAN  COUNTY— 

Greenbuah 

Herman 

Holland ] . 

Lima .' 

Lyndon  

Mitchell ;. 

Moselle 

Plymouth 

Rhine 

Russell • '. 

Scott 

Sheboygan • 

Sheboygan  city 

Sheboygan  Palls 

Sheboygan  Falls  Tillage 

Sherman 

Wilson 

ToUl 

IS  SUP.  pxn.  INS.  ' 


807 
829 
262 
289 
468 
471 
267 
804 
818 
750 
481 
894 
864 
868 
849 
803 
265 
815 


8,886 


148 

61 

112 

100 

28 

86 


470 


722 

862 
,090 
779 
580 
458 
401 
889 
679 
248 
592 
521 
,760 
798 
490 
6ol 
501 


11,961 


ment. 


$144  29 
154  68 

123  14 
186  88 
217  61 
221  .S7 
126  49 
142  88 

147  11 
862  60 
226  07 
186  18 

171  08 

172  96 
164  08 
142  41 

124  56 

148  05 


*8,917  92 


167  21 
28  97 
52  64 
47  00 
18  16 
16  92 


1220  90 


1889  84 
406  14 
512  80 
866  18 
272  60 
212  91 
188  47 
4lV  88 
319  18 
114  21 
278  24 
244  87 
827  20 
876  06 
280  80 
282  47 
285  47 


t5,621  67 
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Apportionment  of  School  Fund  Income — continued. 

Counties  and  Towns. 

No.  of 
Childi-en 

Apportion- 
meot. 

TREMPEALEAU— 

Arcadia 

247 

71 

167 

819 

386 

41 

78 

198 

134 

669 

1116  09 

Burnside *••• ■..••...•• 

33  87 

Caledonia • 

73  79 

Ettrick 

149  98 

Gale *. 

Hale 

18142 
19  27 

Lincoln 

36  66 

Preston 

93  (^ 

Sumner " 

62  98 

Trempealeau , 

266  02 

Total 

2,197 

$1,032  69 

VERNON— 

Bercren 

179 
407 
288 
166 
264 
408 
1U8 
229 
881 
219 
806 
888 
878 
161 
282 
287 
187 
699 
241 
225 
175 

$84  13 

Christiana '. ► 

19129 

Clinton 

hi  86 

Coon • 

72  83 

Forest , • 

119  38 

Franklin 

191  76 

Genoa ••• 

5U  76 

Greenwood 

107  63 

Hamburc • 

179  07 

Harmonv 

102  98 

H illsboroucfh     ...... .............. 

148  82 

Jeiferson • 

180  01 

Xick  anoo 

175  7S 

Liberty ; 

75  6i 

gtark 

109  04 

Rterlini? ^ 

134  89 

Union 

64  39 

Viroqua 

828  68 

Webster 

113  27 

Wheatland..   .• : 

105  V5 

Whitestown 

S2  25 

Total 

6.798 

$2,726  06 

WALWORTH— 

Bloomfield 

401 
686 
917 
.    688 
389 
821 
414 
412 
817 
622 
480 
694 
416 

$188  47 

Darien 

275  42 

Delavan 

480  99 

East  Troy. . . .  • 

276  86 

Elkhorn  

162  88 

Geneva «.. •••...••.....•.• 

385  87 

La  Fayette 

194  58 

La  Grange 

193  64 

Linn 

148  99 

Ljons.   ..• ,,,... ...>.... 

245  34 

Richmond 

202  10 

Sharon •.•• ..•...•••• 

S26  18 

Sugar  Greek 

195  06 
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AjpporttQwnent  of  School  Fund  inoomd— continued. 


Counties  and  Towns. 


Walworth— .concluded. 
Spring  Prairie...., 

Troy 

Walworth 

Whitewater , 

Total , 

WASHINGTON— 

Addison , 

Barton , 

Erin 

Farmington , 

Germantown 

Hartford 

Jackson , 

Kewaskum 

Polk 

Richfield. , 

Trenton 

Wayne 

,  West  Bend 

Total 

WAUKESHA— 

Brookfield , 

Delafield 

Eagle 

Genesee , 

Lisbon 

Henomonee , 

Merton 

Mukwanago 

Muskego 

New  Berlin , 

Oconomowoc 

Ottawa 

Pewaokee 

Summit , 

Vernon , , 

Waukesha 

Total 

Waupaca— 

Bear  Oreek 

Caledonia. 

Dayton 

Bupont 

Farmington ; 

HelTftia 

lola,. 


No.  of 
Children 


444 

476 

448 

1,488 


9,702 


898 
514 
672 
795 
926 

1,098 
791 
619 

1,080 
759 
826 
768 
761 


10,861 


846 
488 
467 
646 
661 
987 
651 
481 
594 
828 
,027 
88t 
600 
419 
485 


10,598 


99 
267 
827 

88 
278 

42 
246 


Apportion- 
ment. 


1208  68 
228  72 
208  21 
678  61 


14,559  94 


1422  06 
241  68 
816  84 
878  65 
484  76 
516  06 
871  77 
243  98 
484  10 

856  73 
888  22 
858  61 

857  67 


14,864  97 


1897  16 
229  86 
219  49 
808  15 
268  67 
440  89 
258  97 
226  07 
279  18 
889  16 
482  69 
181  89 
282  00 
196  98 
204  45 
626  51 


14,981  06 


|46  68 
120  79 
168  69 

17  86 
128  81 

19  74 
lis  16 
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Apportivnment  of  School  Fund  /ncomtf— continued. 


Coanties  and  Towns. 

No.  of 
Children 

Apportion- 
ment. 

Waupaca— concluded. 

Larrabee 

89 
179 
898 
180 

61 

687 

•   262 

426 

226 

49 
657 
628 

|18  83 

Lebanon. • • 

84  18 

Lind 

187  06 

Little  Wolf. 

84  60 

If  atteson 

23  97 

Mukwa 

262  S9 

Royalton 

118  44 

Scandinavia 

199  75 

St.  Lawrence 

106  75 

Union 

'  23  fS 

Waupaca 

261  79 

Weyauwega 

296  16 

Total 

4.801 

2.266  47 

WAUSHARA— 

Aurora 

406 
866 
112 
114 

67 
187 
828 
280 
197 
192 
877 
213 
172 

88 
267 
191 
229 
294 

190  85 

Bloomfield 

166  65 

Coloma .* 

62  64 

Dakota 

68  68 

Deerfield 

81  49 

Hancock 

64  89 

Leon 

164  16 

Marion 

108  10 

Mount  Morris 

92  69 

Oasis 

90  24 

Plainfield ." 

177  19 

Poysippi 

100  11 

Richford ; 

80  84 

Rose 

41  86 

Saxville 

126  49 

Springwater 

89  77 

Warren ,,' 

107  63 

Wautoma ,.,.', 

188  18 

TotaL. .' 

8,968 

11,864  96 

WINNEBAGO— 

Algoma. 

810 
871 
496 

1,117 
968 
449 
871 
973 
289 

8,991 
860 
787 
484 
404 

146  70 

BlackWolf 

174  37 

Clayton 

288  IS 

Menaaha 

624  99 

Neenah 

464  96 

Nekimi...^ 

211  08 

Nepeuskin 

174  87 
467  81 

Omro , 

Oshkosh,  town 

186  88 

Oshkosh  city 

1,876  77 
169  20 
846  89 
227  48 
189  88 

Poygan 

Rusbford !..'!!!. 

Utica 

Vlnland ..*.!!.!! 
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Apportionment  of  School  Fund  /ncdtne— ooneluded.       ^ 

Counties  and  Towns. 

No.  0 
Children 

Apportion- 
ment. 

WiENXBAQo— concluded. 

Winchester • 

607 
179 

$288  29 

Winneconne '. 

269  78 

Wolf  River 

84  18 

Total 

12.580 

$5,912  60 

WOOD- 

Gentralia 

227 
29 
401 
lU 
97 
76 
98 

106  69 

Dexter * 

18  68 

Grand  Rapids 

211  97 

Budolph. , 

58  58 

Saratoga , 

45  59 

Seneca ■. . . . 

85  26 

Sigel 

48  71 

Total 

1,086 

$510  42 
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BEOAPITULATION  BY  COUNTIES. 


Counties. 


No.  of 

Apportion* 

Children. 

ment 

2,187 

#1,027  89 

187 

87  89 

143 

67  21 

6,725 

3,160  75 

2,445 

1,149  15 

77 

86  19 

8,740 

1,762  03 

1,420 
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Recapttitlatton — Apportionment  School  Fund  /ncom«— oonoluded. 


Counties 


Apportion- 
ment. 
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Vernon 
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Washington 
Waukesha,.. . 
Waupaca  . . . 
Waushara.  . . 
Winnebago  . 
Wood 

Total . . . 
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10,861 
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6,912  60 
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864,617 
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TABLE    NO.    VIII. 


CERTEFICATES. 


Counties. 


MALE  TEACHERS. 


1st  OR.  2d  gb. 


Adams 

Aehland 

Bayfield 

Brown 

Buffalo.^ 

Burnett 

Calumet 

<Unppewa 

Clark 

Columbia 

Crawford 

Dane — let  Dist.. . 
Dane— 2d  Diet  .. 
Dodge — Ist  Dis. . 
Dodge— 2d  Dist. . 

Door 

Douglas 

DuuD 

Eau  Claire , 

Fond  du  Lac  .... 

<Trant 

Green 

Green  Lake ..... 

Iowa 

Jackfion 

Jefferson 

Juneau  

Kenosha 

Kewaunee 

La  Crosse 

La  Fayette 

Manitowoc 

Marathon 

Marquette 

Milwaukee — 1st  Dis 
Milwaukee — 2d  Dis. 

Monroe 

Oconto  

Outagamie 

Ozaukee  

Pepin 

Pierce 

Polk 


80    OB. 


1 
1 
10 
8 
2 


13 


FEMALE  TEACHERS. 


1st  or.  iD  OR.  3d  OB. 


16 
24 

1 
22 

8 

4 
6H 
11 
49 
62 
25  I 
56 
12 

4  I 
16  I 
13  I 
58  ' 
89 
62  I 
27  I 
41  I 

1  I 
97 
15  ' 
19 
14 
87 

8 
85 
83 
15 
14 
18 
31 

2 
81 
41 
15 
16 

2 


2 
23 
9 
8 
4 
2 
1 
6 
7 
9 
2 
2 
1 


83 


71 
40 
2 
67 
35 
16 

262 
8^ 

109 

147 
66 

144 

25 

8 

69 

47 

197 

2ti8 

169 
88 

129 
31 

201 
79 
78 
29 
56 
85 
82 
84 
66 
60 
19 

143 
26 
81 
27 
48 
62 
28 


10(> 

1 

1 

91) 

68 

li 

8« 

39 

20 

888 

102 

165 

222 

91 

217 

87 

8 

76 

65 

291 

838 

229 

12» 

174 

33 

317 

104 

114 

45 

100 

103 

117 

72 

84 

78 

83 

180 

82 

116 

72 

68 

78 

38 
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Table  No.  VIII. — Certificatet — concluded. 


C0UKTIE8. 

MAT.R  TSAChW. 

FEMALE  TBACHKRS. 

1st  OR. 

2d   GR. 

8d  gr. 

IST  GR. 

2d  gx. 

3d  gr. 

TOTAL. 

Portage 

1 
2 
3 
1 
) 

1 
2 

1 
3 
6 

13 
17 
86 
81 
^  36 
16 
64 

4 
40 
84 
30 
66 
64 
39 

7 
29 
24 

6 

...... 

5 
6 

3 
3 

1 
2 
4 

52 
82 

121 
92 

106 
54 

198 
12 
90 
64 
77 

152 
77 

127 
49 
P7 

100 
17 

72 

Kftcine 

108 

Richland 

1^4 

Kock,  1st  Diet 

2d  Dist 

St.  Croix 

130 

149 
71 

Sauk 

4 

260 

Shawano. 

16 

Sheboyga^  

Trempealeaa 

Vernon 

Walworth 

2 

1 

♦  2 

2 

4 

1 
2 

1 

4 
6 
9 

'""3 

8 

•    1 

133 



*  "1 

1 

1 
5 

80 
110 
230 

Washitgton 

Waukesha 

160 

8 

.     8 

6 

6 

184 

V  aupaca 

66 

Waushara * . . 

187 

Winnebago, 

Wood 

8 

136 
24 

Total 

79 

118 

1625 

26 

165 

4868 

.    6881 
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TABLE  NO.  IX. 


TEACHERS' 

INSlflTUTES, 

1867. 

Counties. 

Where  held. 

By  whom  con- 
ducted. 

t  *  o 

o  «  « 
2S 

When  held. 

Adams. ..... 

Friendship 

• 

October    15,    1867 

<31](rk 

NeilsTille 

John  S.  Dore... 
P.  L  Adams.... 

L.  Merrill 

L  W.  Gates. . . . 

0.  Lucas  and  H 

W.  Bushnell.. 

A  Kidder 

18 
29 
35 
10 

14 

Nov.    Ist^d,  1866^ 

Crawford. . . . 
Dodge,  2d  d's 
Doaglas 

Dunn 

£an  Clairie  ^ . 

Mount  Sterling.. 
Juneau 

Sept.    24-26,   1867 
May    ls(^d,    1867 
May     17-18,    1867 

Oct.      7-n.     1867 

* 

April  and  October. 
April  and  October^ 
April   2d-7,     1867 
Aug.    26-80,   t867 
Sept.    26-28,   1866^ 
April    16-18,   1867 
,  Aug.    27-29,    1867 
Dec.      6-7,      1861^ 
Se.  17-Oc.  25,  1867 
October  8-18,  1866 
October    1^.  I860 
October  8-12,  186<^ 
August  la. 
Oct.  8-18. 

Superior 

Menomonee  . .[ 

£au  Claire 

Agusta  .1 

.de 

A.  Kidder 

Fond  QuLac. 
...do 

Fond  du  Lac. . . . 
Ripon 

J.  G  Pickard... 
0.  W  Allen.... 
D.  G.  Purman  . . 

0.  H.  Allen 

C.  H.  Allen.... 
J.  G.  McMynn.. 
A.  A,  Spencer. . 
Samuel  Parks... 
G.  W.   Bird.... 
G.  W.   Bird.,.. 
H.  C    Wood  . . . 
Robert  Graham. 
J.  £.  Atwacer... 
J.  £.  Atwater. . . 
£.  P.  Jennings. 
0.  W.  Kellogg  k 
J  H.  Magoffin 
John  Stephens. . 
John  Stephens,. 
P,H.  GaiiTion... 

J.  R.  Hanan 

R.  H.  Clark 

W.R.  Albatt,... 
Geo.  D.  Strvens 
J.    L   Foot    and 

B  Sprague . . . 
A.  H.  Weld.... 
J.  H.  Terry  and 

R.  B.  Crandall 
R  B.  Crandall  & 

J.  G.  McMynn 
A.  Whiting,  &c. 
Hart weU  Allen.. 

O.T.  Bright.... 

S  D.  Gaylord. . . 

John  Austin.... 

H.  H.  Himebousb 

&  J.  W.  Harris 

100 
60 
70 
60 
20 
82 
87 
85 
64 
80 
62 
67 
51 
27 
80 
20 
40 
28 
83 

6 

20 
25 

84 
40 
26 

62 
49 
49 

86 

67 

66 

SO 

Grant 

..do 

Patch  Grove. . . . 
Platteville 

''    .do 

Lancaster  ..*.... 

Green 

Green  Lake. 

Iowa 

Jefferson.... 

. ...do 

Juneau. 

Kenosha .... 

Monroe 

Dartfor  1  village 

Dodgeville 

Farmington  .. . 
Fort  Atkinson.. 

Mauston, 

Bristol 

l<a  Crosse... 

....do  

La  Fayette. . 

Monroe 

. . .do.  .... 

La  Crosse 

West  Salem.... 

Darlington 

Sparta 

Tomah 

April  9-11. 
Sept.  11-13. 
October 
April. 
November. 

Outagamie  . . 

Ozaukee 

Pepin 

ADi>leton. ...... 

Oct.      1-lf^,     186(^ 

Hortonville 

Grafton 

Durand  and  Wa- 
terville 

Mr.  ll-Apr.  1,  186T 
Nov.  15-16. 

Aug.    27-29^    186T 

Polk. 

Portage 

Kichland. . . . 

Rock,  Ist  dis 

St.  Croix 

Sauk 

....da 

Trempealeau. 

Osoeola. 

Plover r  -  - 

April  1-3. 
September. 

October. 

Oct.     18-21,    186^ 

April     8-18,    1867 

Feb.  22-28. 

Sept   26-28,    1867 

Richland  Cen 

OxfordviUe  si 

Brodbead  . 

New  Bichmoi 

Spring  Green 

Bdraboa 

Galesville.  .. 
Viroq^a. .... 

ter 
id 

Id! 

\ 

: 

Walworth.. 

E'stTroy^White- 
water  and  Dli- 
rien    ........ 

Waukesha  .. 
Waushara... 

Wood. 

Oconomowoc  . . . 
Auroraville  . . . . 

Grand  Rapids|- 

Aug.   26-SO,    1867 
Oct.     29-81,    186^ 

April    15-26,  1867 

'ro 


le 
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